University of Lethbridge
Mandate

The University of Lethbridge is a public, board-governed university operating as a
Comprehensive Academic and Research Institution under the authority of the Post-secondary
Learning Act of Alberta.

Founded on the principles of liberal education, the University of Lethbridge provides
undergraduate and graduate programs in education, fine arts, health sciences, humanities,
management, nursing, sciences, and social sciences, leading to bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral degrees. The institution also provides certificate programs, post-baccalaureate
certificate programs, post-graduate certificate programs, post-masters certificate programs,
programs and degrees that lead to professional specialization, and open studies for lifelong
learners.

The University of Lethbridge conducts pure and applied research and establishes and sustains
facilities for pursuing original research. The University develops centres of research
excellence in areas in which it has special expertise or that have particular relevance to the
region or province. Programs of research, scholarship, and creative activity include the study
of fundamental issues for their intrinsic intellectual, aesthetic, or philosophical interest, and of
practical challenges of direct importance for social, cultural, economic, or environmental
well-being. The University of Lethbridge protects free inquiry and scholarship, facilitates
access to scholarly resources, and supports artistic expression and the free and open scholarly
discussion of issues.

In support of Campus Alberta, the University of Lethbridge collaborates with other
institutions to ensure transferability within the province’s post-secondary education system
and deliver seamless learning opportunities. As part of this commitment, the University works
with other institutions to provide degree completion opportunities for university transfer
students and diploma graduates.

Across the spectrum of intellectual pursuit, the University of Lethbridge continually develops
innovative programs and research collections in existing and emerging disciplines to meet the
needs of students, society, and the economy. This includes collaborating with First Nations,
Métis, and Inuit peoples to develop programs and collections that are relevant and accessible
to them.

The University of Lethbridge serves a variety of student groups: undergraduate and graduate
students; transfer students; high school graduates; First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students;
adult learners; international students; and immigrants. It also serves students on campuses in
Edmonton and Calgary and, through distance learning technology, students across the
province, the country, and the world. The University of Lethbridge strives to make university-
level education available to all Albertans, including those living outside major urban centres
and those who have traditionally not sought university education.



The University of Lethbridge fosters a learning community that meets the educational and
personal growth needs of its students. This learning community emphasizes teaching
excellence, exposure to research, information literacy, interaction with professors and
instructors, effective academic advising and personal counselling, and a spectrum of cultural,
recreational and extracurricular opportunities. The University of Lethbridge values a high
quality of teaching and emphasizes the mutually beneficial relationship between teaching and
research. Other facilities and services, such as the Library, student residences, health services,
theatres and other performance spaces, and sports and recreation facilities support and enrich
the student experience and the lives of community members while respecting environmental
sustainability. The University strives to enhance its educational environment through
innovation and creativity.

The University of Lethbridge builds mutually supportive relationships and partnerships,
addresses the cultural and societal needs of the communities it touches, and advocates the
critical role that education plays in the growth and well-being of an informed society. The
University further contributes to society by discovering, preserving, synthesizing, and
disseminating knowledge for the benefit of all.
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