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Municipal Government Act Amendments – Legislative Checklist 
The following tables capture all of the changes to the Municipal Government Act (MGA), as well as when new 
requirements under the Act need to be completed. For more information, or to access tools and templates, 
please go to the Municipal Affairs website section for Municipal Administrators (CAOs) 
(http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/1912). 

Subject Matter Description of the Change When Does This 
Come Into 
Force/When is it 
Due By 

Orientation 
Training 

Municipalities must offer orientation training within 90 days after each 
councillor takes the oath of office.  
 
The training must address key topics outlined in the act. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Ensure that orientation training is offered to all councillors following a 
municipal election within 90 days of the councillors taking the oath of 
office. 

 The municipality may use internal and/or external resources to 
deliver the training. 

Each municipality may include additional topics in its curriculum to reflect 
local circumstances as it considers appropriate. 

Came into force 
July 1, 2017.  
 
Training must be 
offered within 90 
days after 
councillor takes the 
oath of office. 

Public 
Participation 
Policy 

Municipalities must adopt a public participation policy as per the 
requirements in the Public Participation Policy Regulation. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Each municipality must ensure that any existing or newly created public 
participation policy meets the new requirements: 

 the policy must identify the types or categories of approaches the 
municipality will use to engage municipal stakeholders, and the 
types or categories of circumstances in which the municipality will 
engage municipal stakeholders; 

 make the policy available for public inspection, which may include 
posting it on the municipality’s website; and 

 review the policy at least once every four (4) years. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 
The policy must be 
in place by  
July 23, 2018 (270 
days (9 months) 
from it coming into 
force). 
 

Code of Conduct 
for Elected 
Officials 

Municipalities must establish a code of conduct bylaw as per the Code of 
Conduct for Elected Officials Regulation that governs the conduct of 
councillors and is applied to all councillors equally.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Ensure the municipality’s existing/newly established code of conduct 
bylaws meet the minimum standards established by the Code of Conduct 
for Elected Officials Regulation; which includes addressing the following 
items: 

 representing the municipality; 

 communicating on behalf of the municipality; 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 
The Code of 
Conduct must be in 
place by  
July 23, 2018 (270 
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 respecting the decision-making process; 

 adherence to policies, procedures and bylaws; 

 respectful interactions with councillors, staff, the public and others; 

 confidential information; 

 conflicts of interest; 

 improper use of influence; 

 use of municipal assets and services; 

 orientation and other training attendance; and 

 set out a complaint process and sanctions for breach of Code of 
Conduct. 

 
Municipalities must review/update the code of conduct bylaw at least once 
every four (4) years. 

days (9 months) 
from it coming into 
force). 
 

Subdivision and 
Development 
Appeal Board 
(SDAB) Training 
Requirements 

As per the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Regulation, SDAB 
members and clerks must undergo mandatory training based on a standard 
training program to be approved by the Minister of Municipal Affairs. 
Training may be delivered locally or regionally. 
 
All SDAB members and clerks must successfully complete the SDAB training 
as approved by the Minister. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Municipalities must: 

 ensure the municipality’s SDAB clerks and members complete the 
required training before the April 1, 2019 deadline; 

 submit an annual report containing information on the number of 
SDAB clerks and members they have appointed, and those who 
have completed and enrolled in the required SDAB training; and 

 ensure SDAB clerks and members take the required refresher on 
the SDAB training every three (3) years to stay current with the 
roles and responsibilities of the position. 

The regulation will 
come into force 
April 1, 2018. 
 
Training must be 
completed by  
April 1, 2019 
(within one year of 
the regulation 
coming into force). 

Transparency of 
Non-Statutory 
Planning 
Documents 

Municipalities must list, publish and keep updated the list of all planning 
policy documents, and describe how they relate to each other and to the 
municipality’s statutory plans.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Municipalities must publish this information on their websites.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 
 
All planning policy 
documents must 
be listed and 
published by  
January 1, 2019. 
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Municipal 
Corporate 
Planning 

As per the Municipal Corporate Planning Regulation, municipalities must 
adopt, as a minimum standard, a written three (3)-year financial plan and 
five (5)-year capital plan in addition to the annual budget.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Municipalities must, for the 2020 budget year, prepare financial plans that 
include: 

 anticipated total revenues and total expenditures by major 
category; 

 anticipated annual surplus or deficit; and 

 anticipated accumulated surplus or deficit. 
Capital plans must include: 

 planned capital property additions; and 

 allocated or anticipated funding sources.  
 

These financial/capital plans must be reviewed by council annually. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 
The first financial 
plans will need to 
be prepared by the 
end of 2019 and 
cover the 2020-22 
(financial) or  
2020-24 (capital) 
period. 
 

Intermunicipal 
Collaborative 
Frameworks 

All municipalities must adopt intermunicipal collaboration frameworks 
(ICFs) with each municipality they share a common border with.   The ICFs 
must align with the requirements outlined in the act and the Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Framework Regulation. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Municipalities must work with neighbouring municipalities, and negotiate in 
good faith, to develop an ICF that addresses at minimum: transportation; 
water and wastewater; solid waste; emergency services; and recreation.  
Municipalities who already have existing agreements that cover off the 
minimum requirements of an ICF do not need to recreate the framework, 
so long as it meets the requirements set out in the Act and regulation. 
 
ICFs also need to address intermunicipal land-use planning and how 
servicing will support development, as well as regional service delivery and 
funding. An ICF is not complete unless municipalities have also adopted an 
Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP). 
 
Where multiple municipalities with common boundaries exist in a given 
area, nothing in these provisions would prevent those municipalities from 
entering into one ICF for the area, if the participating municipalities deem it 
appropriate (e.g. a rural municipality with all of the urban municipalities 
with which it shares common boundaries).   
 
Municipalities that do not have common boundaries may voluntarily be 
parties to a framework. 
 
Municipalities that are members of a Growth Management Board (GMB) 
are required to create a framework with other members of the same GMB 
only in respect of those matters that are not addressed in the growth 
management plan. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force on 
April 1, 2018. 
 
ICFs must be in 
place by  
April 1, 2020 
(within two years 
of coming into 
force), or a 
mandatory 
arbitration process 
will be initiated. 
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Municipal 
Development 
Plans  

All municipalities, no matter their population, must create a Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP).  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
An MDP must address matters such as: 

 the future land use within the municipality; 

 the manner of and the proposals for future development in the 
municipality; 

 the provision of the required transportation systems either 
generally or specifically within the municipality and in relation to 
adjacent municipalities; and 

 the provision of municipal services and facilities either generally or 
specifically.  

They must also contain policies that: 

 are compatible with the subdivision and development regulations 
to provide guidance on the type and location of land uses adjacent 
to sour gas facilities; 

 respect the provision of municipal, school or municipal and school 
reserves, including but not limited to the need for, amount of and 
allocation of those reserves and the identification of school 
requirements in consultation with affected school boards; and 

 respect the protection of agricultural operations. 
 
An MDP must also be consistent with any IDP that may be in effect for lands 
identified in both of these plans.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
April 1, 2018. 
 
MDPs must be in 
place by  
April 1, 2021 
(within three (3) 
years of it coming 
into force). 
 
 

Collaboration 
with Indigenous 
Communities 

Municipalities must notify neighbouring Indigenous communities of any 
new municipal development plans or area structure plans.  
 
Municipalities may invite neighbouring Indigenous communities to 
collaborate on future regional service delivery and enter into agreements 
with them.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Municipalities must, when preparing a municipal development plan or area 
structure plan, notify the Indian band of any adjacent Indian reserve, or any 
adjacent Métis settlement of the plan preparation and provide 
opportunities to that Indian band or Métis settlement to make suggestions 
and representations. 
These requirements do not apply if a municipality is only making 
amendments to a statutory plan. 
 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Council 
Meetings 

The Minister of Municipal Affairs was provided the authority to make 
regulations defining “meeting” for purposes of one or more provisions of 
the Act. The Council and Council Committee Meetings Regulation was 
established under this authority. 
 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
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Procedures around when a meeting is closed to the public as well as other 
existing councillor duties to support transparency of councils were clarified 
in the legislation. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Before holding part of a meeting that is to be closed to the public, a council 
must:  

 approve by resolution the part of the meeting that is to be closed; 
and 

 identify the basis for which the part of the meeting is to be closed 
(i.e. identifying the related section of FOIPPA). 

 
If council or a council committee allow one or more other persons to attend 
a closed meeting, the names of those persons and the reason for their 
attendance must be recorded in the minutes of the council meeting.  
 
Once the closed meeting discussions are completed municipalities must: 

 notify people outside the meeting room that the meeting is now 
open to the public, and 

 provide a reasonable amount of time for those members of the 
public to return before the meeting continues. 

 

Streamlining 
Bylaw Revisions 

Council may, when a bylaw needs revision for non-substantive changes, 
pass a revised bylaw without the need for advertising it to the public. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
In order to use the streamlined processes for bylaw revision a municipality 
must ensure those revisions meet the requirements outlined in Section 63 
of the Act. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Petitioning 
Process 

Municipalities may, by bylaw, choose to decrease the required percentage 
of eligible signatories, accept online petitions, extend the time period for 
collecting signatures. 
 
The timeline for petition validation is extended to 45 days.  
 
The personal information on petitions must be protected from disclosure 
and petitions must include a confidentiality statement on each page. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
A municipality must not disclose to anyone except the Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO) and the CAO’s delegates personal information contained in a 
petition. The municipality must not use this information for any other 
purpose than validating the petition. 
 
If the witness affidavit is not included in the filed petition, the municipality 
must exclude the associated signatures from the petition. 
 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
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The CAO must make a declaration to the council or Minister, if necessary, 
on whether the petition is sufficient or insufficient within 45 days. 

Public 
Notification 
Methods 

Municipalities may choose alternative advertisement methods, including 
electronic advertising, by passing an advertisement bylaw. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
If the municipality wishes to use alternate advertising methods, the 
municipality must establish a bylaw that meets the following requirements: 

 council must be satisfied that the method provided for in the bylaw is 
likely to bring the matter to the attention of substantially all residents 
in the relevant area;  

 a public hearing must be held on the bylaw;  

 the notice of the bylaw must be advertised by newspaper or residential 
mail or delivery; and 

 bylaws passed under this section must be made available for public 
inspection.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Roles and 
Responsibilities 
of Council and 
Administration 

The roles and responsibilities of council and the CAO have been clarified, 
including the CAO’s ability to delegate. 
 
Some specific CAO duties have also been moved to specific sections in other 
divisions of the Act that deal with the specific type of activity. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Ensure elected officials are aware of the change; clarifying that the outlined 
responsibilities are clearly placed on administration. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Parental Leave Municipalities may provide for extended councillor parental leave by bylaw.  
 
Councillors will be exempt from disqualification when absent under the 
provisions of a local parental leave bylaw. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
If a municipality wishes to establish a parental leave bylaw, the bylaw must 
contain: 

 provisions in respect to the length of the leave and other terms and 
conditions of the leave entitlement; and  

 provisions that address how the municipality will continue to be 
represented during periods of leave. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 
 

Municipal 
Amalgamation 
(Notification 
Process) 

An initiating municipality must notify all local authorities that operate or 
provide services in the affected municipalities when initiating an 
amalgamation.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
A municipality initiating an amalgamation must give written notice to all 
local authorities that: 

 have jurisdiction to operate in the initiating municipality;  

 provide services in the initiating municipality; or 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
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 meet either of the above conditions in any of the municipalities 
proposed to be amalgamated. 

 
The written notice must include proposals for consultation with all local 
authorities, and the public, about the proposed amalgamation.  
 
Municipalities may jointly initiate activities such as signing/certifying the 
report to the Minister and provide notice to affected local authorities. 

Municipal 
Amalgamation 
(Report of 
Negotiation) 

To assist in forming the contents of an amalgamation order, municipalities 
must submit a report that should contain: 

 a list of the matters agreed on;  

 matters on which there is no agreement between the municipal 
authorities; and 

 relevant matters, if any, related to contents of any formation orders 
or amalgamation orders. 

 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
The initiating municipal authority must approve the report by passing a 
resolution of council, rather than delegating signing authority to another 
person or body.  
The other municipal authorities that propose to amalgamate with the 
initiating municipal authority must also pass a resolution of council to 
approve the report.  

 The report must include a certificate by the initiating municipal 
authority stating that the report accurately reflects the results of 
the negotiations.  

 
A municipal authority that does not pass a resolution of council to approve 
the report may include in the report its reasons for not approving. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Voluntary 
Amalgamation 
(Summer 
Villages) 

Summer villages with non-contiguous boundaries may now amalgamate if 
they share a common body of water, and retain their status as a summer 
village.  
 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 

Conservation 
Reserve  

Municipalities may designate land for a new type of reserve, called 
Conservation Reserve (CR), in order to protect environmentally significant 
features such as wildlife corridors, significant tree stands, or other 
environmentally significant features a municipality chooses to conserve. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
If the municipality wishes to designate land as CR it must include policies 
addressing conservation reserve in their municipal development plans and 
area structure plans. 
 
If the municipality designates land as CR it must pay compensation to the 
landowner in an amount equal to the market value of the land at the time 
the application for subdivision approval was received by the municipality’s 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
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subdivision authority Within thirty (30) days after the Registrar issues a new 
certificate of title for a CR. 

 If the municipality and landowner disagree on the market value, the 
matter must be determined by the Land Compensation Board. 

It must not sell, lease or otherwise dispose of conservation reserve and 
must ensure that the land remains in its natural state. 

Off-site Levies 
(Expanded 
Scope) 

The scope of off-site levies was expanded so municipalities may use the 
funds to build community recreation facilities, fire halls, police stations and 
libraries.  
 
The Off-Site Levies Regulation was updated to align with these changes. 
 
Developers would contribute costs based on that proportional benefit, 
while municipalities will fund the rest through general revenue. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
In determining the basis upon which the levy is calculated, a municipality 
must at a minimum consider and include or reference in the bylaw 
imposing the levy: 

 a description of the specific infrastructure and facilities; 

 a description of each of the benefitting areas and how those areas 
were determined; 

 supporting technical data and analysis;  

 estimated costs and mechanisms to address variations in cost over 
time; and 

 a requirement for a periodic review of the calculation of the levy in 
the bylaw imposing the levy. 

Municipalities must ensure the information used to calculate levies are kept 
current and that there is a correlation between the levy and the benefits of 
new development. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Off-site Levies 
(Intermunicipal) 

Municipalities may jointly create off-site levy bylaws for projects that 
benefit portions of two or more municipalities, including the expanded uses 
(libraries, police stations, fire halls, community recreation facilities, 
connection of a municipal road to a provincial highway). 
 
The Off-Site Levies Regulation was updated to align with these changes. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
If a municipality wishes to charge this levy the municipalities must enter 
into such agreements as are necessary to outline what capital costs are to 
be funded by the levy and establish bylaws that meet the requirements 
outlined in the related sections of the act and associated regulation. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Provincial 
Transportation 
Referrals 

Require municipal statutory plans within 1.6 km of a provincial highway to 
be referred to Alberta Transportation for review. 
 
The Subdivision and Development Regulation was updated to align with this 
change.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017 
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What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Ensure statutory plans within 1.6 km of a provincial highway are referred to 
Alberta Transportation for review. 

and the regulation 
came into force on 
November 1, 2017. 
 

Land-Use 
Policies 

The current MGA land-use policies will continue to be phased out of force 
as new regional plans under the Alberta Land Stewardship Act come into 
force.  
 
The MGA will provide the authority, through regulation, to create land-use 
policies for municipal planning matters that are not included in a regional 
plan under the Alberta Land Stewardship Act. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Municipalities in an area where a regional plan is currently in place are 
encouraged to review the regional plan and contact Municipal Affairs if they 
feel a gap exists between the regional plan and the 1996 land-use policies. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Hierarchy and 
Relationship of 
Plans 

The hierarchy and relationship of statutory plans is identified, so that each 
plan will be consistent with the plans above it and, in the event of an 
inconsistency, which provisions in what plan will prevail. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
A municipality must observe the hierarchy of statutory plans when 
reviewing an application for a subdivision.  

 Subdivision and development appeal boards (SDABs) are also 
bound by the hierarchy of statutory plans when hearing an appeal 
and rendering a decision. 

 
If a conflict or inconsistency between statutory plans is identified, then the 
municipality must observe the hierarchy and relationship of plans in the 
decision making process. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force on 
October 26, 2017. 
 

Impartiality of 
Appeal Boards 

Municipal councillors are no longer able to form the majority of any 
legislated appeal board hearing panel.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Municipalities must ensure that no more than one councillor participates as 
a member on any Assessment Review Board (ARB) or Subdivision & 
Development Appeal Board (SDAB) panel regardless of the municipality 
they represent. 
 
Municipalities that experience challenges in obtaining panel members who 
are not municipal councillors are encouraged to work with neighbouring 
municipalities to develop regional options.  The Minister may by order 
exempt a municipality from the provisions restricting councillor 
participation in extenuating circumstances.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 
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Access to 
Information for 
Assessors and 
Property 
Owners 

The existing scope of information requirements for both property assessors 
and property owners has been clarified within the Act, by enhancing the 
regulation-making authority, and by providing detailed direction in The 
Access to Information Guide. 
 
The Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation 2018, Matters 
Relating to Assessment Complaints Regulation 2018 were updated to align 
with these changes. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Municipalities must provide to an assessed person, when requested in the 
manner required: 

 information that is in the municipal assessor’s possession at the time of 
the request, showing how the municipal assessor prepared the 
assessment of that person’s property; 

 a summary of the most recent assessment of any assessed property in 
the municipality of which the assessed person is not the owner, which 
must include the following information: 

o description of the parcel of land and any improvements; 
o the type and use of the property; 
o size and measurements of the parcel of land; 
o age and size or measurements of any improvements; 
o key attributes of any improvements to the parcel of land; and 
o assessed value and any adjustments. 

 
Municipalities are not obligated to respond to a request for information for 
a property after a complaint is made by the person assessed until the 
complaint has been heard and decided on by an ARB. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulations will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Corrections to 
Assessment 
under 
Complaint 

Assessor will be able to make corrections to assessments under complaint 
without needing ratification from the ARB or having the complaint 
withdrawn first.  
 
If an assessment that is under complaint is amended the complaint will be 
cancelled and all taxpayer rights reset, unless the amended assessment has 
been agreed to by both parties (in which case no further appeal or 
amended assessment notice is required). 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
Assessors must follow the processes outlined in the Matters Related to 
Assessment Complaints Regulation in regard to making correction to 
assessments under complaint. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Linking 
Residential and 
Non-Residential 
Tax Rates 

The highest non-residential tax rate can be no more than five (5) times the 
lowest residential tax rate. Within this 5:1 ratio, municipalities will continue 
to be able to set their own tax rates.   
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 

The related 
sections of 
legislation came 
into force May 31, 
2016. 
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Municipalities must ensure their tax rate bylaws set rates that are within 
the legislated ratios. Non-conforming municipalities (municipalities whose 
ratio was greater than 5:1 prior to May 31, 2016) will be required to reduce 
their ratios over time in accordance with a regulation to be developed in 
consultation with affected municipalities. 

Splitting the 
Non-Residential 
Property Classes 

Municipalities are enabled to split the municipal non-residential class into 
subclasses that are specifically defined in the Matters Related to 
Assessment Sub-Classes Regulation.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
If a municipality wishes to split the municipal non-residential class into sub-
classes they may update their tax rate bylaw to include the three prescribed 
sub-classes: 

 vacant non-residential property; 

 small business property; or 

 other non-residential property. 
 
If a municipality wishes to create a sub-class for “small business property” 
they must: 

 ensure the municipality’s bylaw makes reference to the number of 
full-time employees across Canada that will be employed by the 
business to identify whether a business qualifies as a “small 
business”; and  

 ensure the tax rate set for the "small business property" sub-class is 
not greater than the tax rate set for the "other non-residential 
property" sub-class or less than 75 per cent of the tax rate set for 
the "other non-residential property" sub-class. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Centralization 
of Industrial 
Property 
Assessment 

Designated industrial property will be defined as major plants, properties 
regulated by provincial and federal regulators, linear property, and rail 
property.  
 
The assessment of all designated industrial property will be centralized 
within Municipal Affairs. Costs associated with centralizing assessment will 
be recovered from designated industrial property owners through a 
requisition and a separate tax rate shown on the notice for all designated 
industrial property.  
 
Supplementary assessment on linear properties will be allowed, and a 
standard assessment condition date of October 31 annually will be 
established for designated industrial properties.  
 
All appeals related to designated industrial property will be heard by the 
Municipal Government Board. 
 
The Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation has been 
updated to align with these changes. 

Designated 
industrial property 
assessment will be 
the responsibility 
of the province 
January 1, 2018.  
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What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
The municipal assessor must, in accordance with the regulations, provide 
the Minister or the provincial assessor with information that the Minister or 
the provincial assessor requires about property in the municipality. 
The designated industrial property requisition tax rate (set by the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs) must be shown separately on designated industrial 
property tax notices. 

Centralization 
of Industrial 
Property 
Assessment 
(Access to 
Assessment 
Information ) 

Municipalities may request information regarding designated industrial 
property within their jurisdiction, subject to confidentiality restrictions that 
do not preclude use of the information in an appeal. 
 
The Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation has been 
updated to align with this change. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
A municipality may ask the provincial assessor, in the manner required by 
the provincial assessor, to let the municipality see or receive information in 
the provincial assessor’s possession at the time of the request, showing 
how the provincial assessor prepared the assessment of designated 
industrial property in the municipality. 
 
Information obtained by a municipality under this section must be used 
only for assessment purposes and must not be disclosed except at the 
hearing of a complaint before the Municipal Government Board. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Assessment and 
Taxation of 
Farm Buildings 
(Improvements) 

All farm buildings in urban and rural municipalities will not be assessed or 
charged municipal or education property taxes. Provisions were put in place 
to phase in farm building exemptions in urban municipalities over five (5) 
years. 
 
The Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation 2018 has been 
updated to align with these changes. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
The municipal assessor must assess farm buildings in urban using the 
schedule in the regulation. At the end of five years all farm buildings in 
urban and rural municipalities will not be assessed or charged municipal or 
education property taxes. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Assessment of 
Farmland 
Intended for 
Development 

Farmland will continue to be assessed as farmland until it is no longer used 
for farming operations. The definition of farmland and farming operations 
in the Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation 2018 has 
been clarified. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
The municipal assessor must ensure that farmland with its top soil 
removed, or no longer being used for farming operations is assessed and 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 
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taxed at market value, or where applicable according to the Minister’s 
Guidelines. 

Brownfields Municipalities may grant multi-year tax exemptions, deferrals or reductions 
as a means of incentivising cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields. 
Councils may pass bylaws encouraging remediation and redevelopment of 
brownfield properties by developers through full or partial tax exemptions 
or tax collection deferrals. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
If a municipality wishes to use the above tax tools to incentivise cleanup 
and redevelopment of brownfields, they must establish a bylaw that: 

 must identify the brownfield properties in respect of which an 
application may be made for a full or partial exemption from 
taxation, or for a deferral of the collection of tax; 
o the bylaw may set criteria to be met for a brownfield property 

to qualify for an exemption or deferral; 

 must specify the taxation year or years for which the identified 
brownfield properties may qualify for an exemption or deferral; and 

 must specify any conditions the breach of which cancels an 
exemption or deferral, and the taxation year or years to which the 
condition applies. 

 
Hold a public hearing when identifying and setting criteria for brownfield 
properties. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Notice of 
Assessment 
Date 

Municipalities and the provincial assessor will be required to set a “notice 
of assessment date” between January 1 and July 1; and mail the assessment 
notices seven (7) days prior to the “notice of assessment date”.  
 
Municipalities and the provincial assessor are enabled to establish 
additional notice of assessment dates for amended and supplementary 
assessment, which could occur at any time throughout the year.  

 The amended or supplementary assessment notice would state the 
deadline for filing a complaint regarding that assessment. 

 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
The municipal assessor must set a “notice of assessment date” between 
January 1 and July 1 and mail the assessment notices a minimum of seven 
days prior to the “notice of assessment date”.  

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 

Tax Receipts Municipalities are not required to provide property tax receipts unless 
requested by the taxpayer.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
 
Municipalities must notify taxpayers how to request a receipt. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation will 
come into force 
January 1, 2018. 
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Municipally 
Controlled 
Corporations 

Municipalities may establish these for-profit corporations without the 
requirement for ministerial approval.  
 
New procedural and consultative requirements focused on accountability 
and transparency will be put in place to ensure the public has a meaningful 
opportunity to review new proposals for the corporations, and to provide 
input before final decisions are made. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
A council resolution must be passed to establish a municipally controlled 
corporation (MCC) and indicate that prior to a resolution the council must 
consider a business plan that addresses:  

 the costs related to establishing the MCC;  
 the value of assets to be transferred; 
 a cash flow projection for three (3) years, or five (5) financial 

statements if taking control of an existing corporation; and  

 holding a public hearing.  

These legislative 
provisions are NOT 
in force at this 
time.  The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation are 
anticipated to 
come into force 
April 2018. 

Off-site Levies 
(Provincial 
Transportation) 

Municipalities may, by bylaw, charge off-site levies for municipal road 
projects that connect to or improve the connection to provincial highways. 
 
The updates to the Off-site Levy Regulation that align with this change are 
currently being developed.  
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
If a municipality wishes to charge this levy it must meet the requirements 
outlined in the related sections of the act and associated regulation.  

These legislative 
provisions are NOT 
in force at this 
time.  The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation are 
anticipated to 
come into force 
April 2018. 

Joint Use and 
Planning 
Agreements 

Municipalities must develop joint use and planning agreements with school 
boards, through amendments to the MGA and the School Act. 
 
The updates to the School Act and accompanying regulations are currently 
being developed. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do  
A municipality must, within three (3) years of the related sections of the Act 
coming into force, establish agreements with school boards operating 
within its boundaries that contain provisions: 

 Establishing a process for discussing matters relating to: 
o the planning, development and use of school sites on municipal 

reserves, school reserves and municipal and school reserves in 
the municipality; 

o transfers under Section 672 or 673 of municipal reserves, school 
reserves and municipal and school reserves in the municipality; 

o disposal of school sites; 
o the servicing of school sites on municipal reserves, school 

reserves and municipal and school reserves in the municipality; 
and 

These legislative 
provisions are NOT 
in force at this 
time.  The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation are 
anticipated to 
come into force 
April 2018. 
 
The agreements 
must be in place 
within three (3) 
years of the related 
sections coming 
into force. 



 

15 of 16 
 
 

o the use of school facilities, municipal facilities and playing fields 
on municipal reserves, school reserves and municipal and 
school reserves in the municipality, including matters relating to 
the maintenance of the facilities and fields and the payment of 
fees and other liabilities associated with them; 

 respecting how the municipality and the school board will work 
collaboratively; 

 establishing a process for resolving disputes; and 

 establishing a time frame for regular review of the agreement. 
 

The agreement must also, subject to this MGA, the regulations, the School 
Act and the regulations under that Act, contain any other provisions the 
parties consider necessary or advisable. 

Compliance 
with Linked Tax 
Rate Ratio 

Authority was created for the Minister of Municipal Affairs to develop a 
regulation that will require non-complying municipalities to comply with 
the tax rate ratio of 5:1 over a period of time. 
 
This regulation is currently under development. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
Non-complying municipalities will be required to come into compliance 
with the legislated tax rate ratios as per the process outlined in the 
associated regulation. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation coming 
into force dates 
have yet to be 
determined. 

Community 
Organization 
Property Tax 
Exemptions  

A new Community Organization Property Tax Exemption Regulation 
(COPTER) is being drafted that will replace the existing COPTER regulation. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
 
Continue to use the current COPTER for the 2018 taxation year. 

The current 
COPTER will be 
extended until 
December 31, 
2018, and it is 
expected the 
revised COPTER 
will come into 
force on  
January 1, 2019. 

Tax Exemptions 
for Community 
Organizations 

The Minister of Municipal Affairs was provided regulation making authority 
to assist in clarifying terms such as “held by” and “used in connection with”. 
 
What Does A Municipality Need to Do 
The municipal assessor does not need to change approach until the new 
regulation comes in force. 

The related 
sections of 
legislation and the 
regulation coming 
into force dates 
have yet to be 
determined. 
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Municipal Government Act Amendments – Regulatory Checklist 

Theme Regulation Coming into Force Date 

Governance 

Municipal Corporate Planning Regulation October 26, 2017 

Public Participation Regulation October 26, 2017 

Municipal Gas Systems Core Market Regulation October 26, 2017 

Code of Conduct for Elected Officials Regulation October 26, 2017 

Council and Council Committee Meetings Regulation October 26, 2017 

Crown Land Area Designation Regulation October 26, 2017 

Crowsnest Pass Regulation November 1, 2017 

Determination of Population Regulation November 1, 2017 

Municipally Controlled Corporations Regulation *Anticipated April 2018 

Planning and 
Development 

Calgary Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation October 26, 2017 

Edmonton International Airport Vicinity Protection Area 
Regulation October 26, 2017 

Planning Exemption Regulation October 26, 2017 

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Regulation October 26, 2017 

Community Aggregate Payment Levy Regulation 
*Maximum levy rate is $0.40 per tonne of sand and gravel 
effective January 1, 2018 October 26, 2017 

Off-Site Levy Regulation October 26, 2017 

Subdivision and Development Regulation November 1, 2017 

Subdivision and Development Forms Regulation November 1, 2017 

Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Regulation April 1, 2018 

Inclusionary Housing *Anticipated April 2018 

Reserve Land Assembly Area Regulation  *Anticipated April 2018 

Joint Use Planning Agreements  *Anticipated April 2018 

Edmonton Metropolitan Region Regulation October 26, 2017 

Calgary Metropolitan Region Regulation January 1, 2018 

Assessment 
and Taxation 

Qualifications of Assessors June 2017  

Matters Relating to Assessment Complaints Regulation January 1, 2018 

Matters Relating to Assessment and Taxation Regulation January 1, 2018 

Matters Relating to Assessment Sub-Classing January 1, 2018 

Business Improvement Area *Anticipated April 2018 

Community Organization Property Tax Exemption Regulation *Anticipated January 1, 2019 
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