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Introduction  

On April 19, 2018, the Alberta Serious Incident Response Team (ASIRT) was directed 
pursuant to s. 46.1 of the Police Act, to enter an investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding an officer involved shooting with no injuries involving members of the 
Okotoks detachment of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). The shooting was 
reported to have happened during an interaction involving a suspicious vehicle 
complaint.  

ASIRT’s Investigation 

Our investigation was comprehensive and thorough, conducted using current 
investigative protocols and principles relating to Major Case Management (MCM).  
Evidence from civilian witnesses, the affected person, witness officers, the subject officer 
and multiple in-car video clips provided more than sufficient context to determine 
whether the force used by the subject officer during this critical incident was reasonable. 

Circumstances Surrounding the Officer Involved Shooting 

On April 19, 2018, at approximately 8:30 p.m., Witness Officer #1 was dispatched to a 
report of a suspicious vehicle, a Jeep, with a male slumped over the steering wheel. The 
parked Jeep was in the Safeway parking lot at 610 Big Rock Lane, Okotoks. Witness 
Officer #1 was the first on scene. Upon arriving, the Operational Communications Centre 
confirmed the Jeep was a stolen vehicle. He parked directly behind the Jeep. He 
approached the Jeep from a distance and confirmed there was a driver inside. Witness 
Officer #2 arrived shortly thereafter. Both witness officers arrived in marked police 
vehicles. Witness Officer #1 approached the driver's side as Witness Officer #2 
approached the passenger side of the Jeep and looked inside.  

Witness Officer #1 opened the driver's door and advised the Affected Person that he was 
under arrest for possession of stolen property. By that time, Witness Officer #2 had 
repositioned and had gone around to the driver's side and was next to Witness Officer #1. 
The Subject Officer, operating a marked police vehicle, arrived on scene as both witness 
officers were at the driver's door of the Jeep. As the Subject Officer was walking towards 
the Jeep, it started up. 

When the Affected Person started the vehicle, Witness Officer #1 reached in to intercede 
and a struggle ensued. The Affected Person put the Jeep in reverse and quickly backed 
up, knocking both witness officers backward and off balance. Both witness officers fell to 
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the ground. The Affected Person continued to back up until he collided with a marked 
police vehicle. The force of the impact caused the police vehicle to move backward and 
damage its front bumper.  

The Affected Person then put the Jeep in drive and drove towards the Safeway wall at 
which time the Subject Officer fired a shot that went through the rear passenger window. 
The Jeep continued forward, mounting the curb and careening off the wall as it made a 
U-turn. As the Jeep mounted the curb, the Subject Officer fired two more rounds; one 
round went through the back window. It is unknown where the second round went.  

The Jeep continued completing the U-turn and collided with a parked vehicle that was 
along the wall of Safeway. The Subject Officer fired a fourth shot that struck the front 
driver's side fender wheel surround. As the Affected Person sped away, he drove over a 
sidewalk and off a small retaining wall into another parking lot. The Affected Person then 
fled the location.  

The Officers returned to their respective vehicles and began trying to locate the vehicle 
with the Affected Person. The Jeep was not immediately spotted. The officers circulated 
the area and ultimately located the Jeep abandoned a short distance away. The Affected 
Person was subsequently arrested a short distance away from the Jeep.  

The Affected Person did not suffer any wounds from the fired shots. None of the police 
officers suffered significant injuries from being knocked or falling to the ground when the 
Jeep backed up.  

Civilian Witnesses 

Civilian Witness #1 stated that on Thursday April 19, 2018, at approximately 7:05 p.m. she 
noticed a white Jeep parked behind the Safeway with the driver’s door open. There was 
an individual slumped in the driver’s seat. Her husband got out of their vehicle and 
checked on the driver. The guy said he was ok and then he closed the door. A half hour 
later, when they left the Safeway, she noticed the Jeep was still parked there and when 
she got home she called the RCMP as she was concerned the individual was impaired or 
needed medical assistance.  

Civilian Witness #2 stated that on April 19, 2018, at approximately 8:25 p.m. he was at the 
McDonald’s with Civilian Witness #3 and a friend. He waited with Civilian Witness #3 
outside for their friend who was inside. While outside he noticed a vehicle parked against 
the wall at Safeway. There was a police car behind it, he thought it was just a routine 
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traffic stop. Thirty seconds later another police officer shows up. Every thirty seconds 
another police officer showed up so that eventually there was probably four police cars 
and a couple of police officers.  

All the police officers walked up to the vehicle that was pulled over. He did not recall 
hearing the police officers saying anything since he was quite a distance away. A female 
police officer and male officer went to the driver's side, the other two male officers were 
on the passenger side. The police vehicles were marked. All officers were in uniform and 
easily identifiable as police officers.  

The vehicle the police were dealing with was a white Jeep Cherokee. The back windows 
were tinted, but the front windows were not, and the driver was wearing a white shirt. 
The Jeep they pulled over, backed up and hit the police car behind it, the police officer 
yelled something, but he can't remember what he said. Approximately one second later 
he heard four gunshots, "boom, boom,,,, boom,, boom"; "four seconds for four shots". 
When the vehicle backed up and was just being put it in drive is when he heard the shots. 
He was unsure which police officer had shot.  

The person in the Jeep that hit the police car turned and did a 180 in the parking lot, sped 
up and went towards the Coop liquor store and went off the little two foot cliff with the 
brakes on.  He turned left, climbed the curb and headed towards the lights.  

Civilian Witness #2 described the driving actions of the white Jeep as "aggressive and 
dangerous". He said it backed up ''pretty fast....put it to the floor, full stomp". There was 
an officer approximately one foot away on the passenger side, and Civilian Witness #2 
felt the driver was "trying to hurt or kill the officers backing up". He thought an officer 
was going to be hurt.  

He did not see any damage on the vehicle as it drove away. He saw a hole in the back 
window later, and the window was smashed. He saw the vehicle later in the Sheep River 
area. 

He and Civilian Witness #3 went to the RCMP Detachment and used the phone to call in 
and advise they were witnesses to the event. 

Civilian Witness #3 stated, after 8:00 p.m. he was at the McDonald’s. He was with Civilian 
Witness #2. They were in the parking lot by the McDonald's drive through. Another friend 
was inside the building and did not see anything. They were about 150 to 200 feet away.  
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He saw a police car pull up behind a white Jeep Cherokee. The first police car pulled up 
and the officer waited in his vehicle, 45 seconds to a minute later a second officer arrived. 
The first, the second and third police vehicle came in from the Coop liquor store side. The 
fourth police vehicle came in from the front of the Safeway. He could not tell which officer 
left their vehicle first. The police officers got out and approached the vehicle. There were 
three officers on the passenger side and one officer on the driver's side. The three officers 
on the passenger side were in the one, three and five positions.  

The first officer was right at the driver's window. The second officer was a couple feet 
back. The third officer was right in line with the quarter panel four or five feet back. The 
fourth officer was about eight to nine feet back.  

He was too far away to tell if the Jeep was running or not. He could not hear them say 
anything when they were first at the Jeep. After a few seconds the Jeep backed up. The 
Jeep backed ''pretty quickly" into the police car. It squealed its tires backing up. He could 
hear the Jeep slam into the police officer car that was behind the Jeep. He described the 
driving as "aggressive", stating that it did not hit the police SUV nicely, it was a loud bang, 
like a gun shot. There was no one else he could see in the parking lot. After that, he heard 
yelling, "freeze" and the guy being told to get out of the vehicle. He thought they were all 
yelling. The police officers pulled their guns, and a police officer said to get out. He could 
not see the driver as the windows were tinted.  

He did not think the officers were in any jeopardy as they would not have been pinched 
between the vehicles. He could not see the officer on the driver's side. To the left of the 
Jeep were a few empty parking spots. The driver took a second, it seemed like the driver 
got startled by hitting the car, and then he pulled ahead slowly for about one to two 
seconds turning, then started to drive away. The bald police officer took four shots and 
hit the back window. The bald officer was standing in position three or five. The shots 
went through the back window.  

He could see the officer run back to his vehicle as quick as he could once the Jeep hit his 
vehicle. One of the officers yelled and asked if the officer was okay, and he said he was 
good. The Jeep kept going and went over a retaining wall towards the Coop liquor store 
and then went towards the Ford dealership. Once he hit the curb he went as fast as he 
could go. He did not see it hit anything else. All four police vehicles left one after the other 
within 30 seconds.  
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Civilian Witness #4 stated he parked on the north side of the Safeway. He came out and 
got into his car but a police car pulled up and blocked him in. The police car turned on its 
lights and a male police officer got out. He thought he was in trouble for some reason as 
he did not see anyone in the vehicle beside him which was a white Jeep. Another police 
vehicle pulled up behind the first and he really couldn't leave then. He looked at the male 
police officer who motioned for him to stay in his vehicle. There was another car parked 
to his right with a lady inside eating her lunch. He rolled down his window and asked 
her what was going on and she said she didn't know.  

He saw both the male and female officer on the driver's side of the white Jeep, with the 
driver's door open. He thought they were searching it when the Jeep backed up hard, 
slamming into the police car. It moved forward again and then reversed again slamming 
into the police car. 

He heard two gun shots and saw the male police officer firing his gun. He did not see 
where the female police officer was. He thought one shot hit the back right side of the 
Jeep and the other took out the back window. He did not hear any police commands. The 
police officers got back into their police vehicles and sped after the Jeep.  

Civilian Witness #5 stated she is an employee at Safeway.  She took her coffee break, left 
Safeway and walked to her vehicle, which was parked on the north side of Safeway. Her 
vehicle was parked with the front of her vehicle facing the store. She was sitting in her car 
having a snack. There was one vehicle parked beside her and another vehicle she 
described as a smaller, white SUV parked four or five stalls down from her vehicle which 
was facing the wall of Safeway. She did not initially notice anyone inside that vehicle.  

A young male came out of the Safeway and walked to his vehicle which was parked 
beside her on the driver's side. A police car entered the parking lot followed by a police 
truck. Both vehicles had their flashing emergency lights on. She remembered that there 
was a female police officer in the police truck. The police vehicles parked to the rear of 
her vehicle and the young male’s vehicle, preventing this person from backing up to leave 
the parking lot. The police car was directly behind the white SUV and the police truck 
was behind her and the young male.  

She had a conversation with the young male and they wondered what was going on. She 
saw a male police officer in uniform go up to the passenger side of the white SUV. She 
did not know where the female police officer was positioned. She heard the police say, 
"Just stay there" and then the white SUV floored it. It backed up quickly, smashed the 
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police car and then floored it towards the wall of Safeway. The vehicle turned and 
sideswiped the wall. Then she heard approximately five gunshots. She did not know 
where the gunshots originated from. She saw that the back window of the white SUV was 
smashed out. The white SUV continued eastbound and struck a parked black SUV on its 
side. The police officers jumped into their vehicles and took off after the white SUV.  

Affected Person 

In his interview, the Affected Person advised he is homeless and is a drug addict that 
used Fentanyl and Methamphetamines. He had consumed three points of Fentanyl 
throughout the day and he last used about 7:30 p.m. The Affected Person stated he had 
just used the drugs before the police woke him up. He was high when he was arrested. 
He read about ASIRT in the newspaper. He read in the paper he likely struck the officers. 
He did not remember doing that. He remembered hitting the police vehicle behind him. 

The Affected Person stated he had a vehicle that someone had given him. His buddy and 
friends drove out to Okotoks in the vehicle, and when they left, he took over possession 
of the vehicle. He was alone at the time and had parked at the grocery store to go and get 
food. He fell asleep in the vehicle. All he remembered was waking up and the police 
officers were at the door of the vehicle he was in. He was told by a male officer that he 
was under arrest for possession of stolen property. There was a female officer near the 
door too. The police officers had the door of the vehicle he was in open when they woke 
him up. He said he has had guns pulled on him before and he does not like the police for 
that.  

The Affected Person stated he did not know why he did it, but he started the vehicle and 
tried to leave the scene. He put it in reverse and believed he bumped into the police 
vehicle parked behind him. He believed there were two police officers, one male and one 
female. It was the male officer that shot at him. He thought he brushed the officers as he 
tried to get away.  

When he put it in drive and tried to get away, the police started shooting at him. He did 
not hear anyone say anything after he started to drive away. He described himself as 
freaked out. He hit the gas and was trying to get out of there as fast as possible. He drove 
over curbs, but he did not hit anyone else or another vehicle, he was trying to get out of 
there and not die. 

He believed there were two or three shots fired. He drove for a while and then parked the 
vehicle and left on foot. He was walking on a pathway when an officer approached him 
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and asked where he was from, the officer yelled for him to get on the ground and he 
complied. They arrested him and did not rough him up. They were quite good and he 
was not injured. 

In his normal state, he would never have done what he did. He is not a violent person. 
He felt bad about what he had done and he wanted to go to rehab, plead guilty and get 
drug court for these offences.  

Witness Officers 

Witness Officer #1 stated he is a two year member of the RCMP. He was assigned to 
general patrol duties working out of the Okotoks Detachment. He was operating a 
marked Chevrolet Tahoe police vehicle. His vehicle was equipped with an in car video 
camera system, and he believed it had been activated. He was dressed in full uniform 
with visible police markings. At 7:45 p.m. he responded to a complaint of a suspicious 
person sleeping within a Jeep Cherokee vehicle located within the Safeway parking lot. 
Prior to attending the scene he ran the license plate of the vehicle on CPIC and determined 
that it was stolen. He attended the Safeway parking lot with his backup unit, Witness 
Officer #2.  

Witness Officer #1 stated he parked behind the Jeep with his emergency lights activated. 
He approached the driver's door and observed the lone occupant, the Affected Person, 
sleeping in the driver's seat. He opened the driver's door which woke the Affected Person 
up. He advised the Affected Person that he was under arrest for possession of stolen 
property and told him to get out of the vehicle. The Affected Person promptly started the 
vehicle using the push button start and grabbed onto the gear shift. Witness Officer #1 
stated he grabbed onto the Affected Person’s upper torso and realized that he was seat 
belted into the car. He considered trying to undo the seatbelt but chose not to thinking 
that would be too risky by having to reach around the Affected Person.  

The Jeep backed up with the driver's door still open. He and Witness Officer #2 were 
caught between the open door and the driver's side of the Jeep. They started to "back 
pedal" as they were caught alongside of the moving Jeep. The Jeep quickly backed up 
approximately 15 feet knocking both of them to the ground. He feared the left front tire 
of the Jeep was going to run over him or Witness Officer #2. He feared that he was going 
to get "seriously injured." The Jeep collided into the front of his police vehicle and then 
quickly drove forward to get away.  
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He then heard three to four gunshots. He saw the Subject Officer standing off to his right 
with his gun drawn. Up until that point, he was unaware that the Subject Officer was 
even at the scene. He was still on the ground when he heard the shots. He suspected the 
Subject Officer would not have been able to see him there because of the police vehicles 
that were separating them. 

The Jeep continued to drive forward to flee. The rear window was shattered. In trying to 
circle through the parking lot to get away the Jeep collided with the Safeway building and 
then jumped over a curb to exit onto the roadway. Once on the main road the Jeep 
continued to accelerate and fled out of sight of the police.  

They circulated the area in an effort to relocate the Jeep and canvassed pedestrians who 
were out. Ultimately, the Affected Person was located nearby the abandoned Jeep by 
another officer, and was taken into custody without incident. He examined the Jeep and 
observed a bullet hole at the base of the rear windshield wiper and a second bullet hole 
at the base of the right rear window frame. He did not sustain any significant injuries.  

Witness Officer #2 stated she had 17 years of service with the RCMP and had been 
attached to the Okotoks detachment for the last seven and a half years. She was working 
in a general duty RCMP uniform and operating a marked police vehicle on April 19, 2018. 
A call was dispatched of a suspicious person in a vehicle at the Safeway store, and Witness 
Officer #1 took the call. She made her way to the area and heard over the radio that 
Witness Officer #1 had located the Jeep and that a male was in the vehicle. She further 
heard that a check on the license plate had been done and it was determined that the Jeep 
was stolen. 

She responded to the location and upon arrival she saw the Jeep parked facing the 
Safeway store. Witness Officer #1 was parked behind the Jeep, approximately six to eight 
feet back. Witness Officer #1 had his overhead lights activated. She parked on an angle to 
the right of the Jeep and also activated her overhead lights. She approached the 
passenger's side of the Jeep and determined that there was only one occupant in it, that 
being the Affected Person. She then attended the driver's side with Witness Officer #1.  

Witness Officer #1 opened the driver's door and told the Affected Person, that he was 
under arrest for possession of stolen property. The Affected Person appeared to have been 
asleep and also may have been high on some form of drug. He looked towards Witness 
Officer #1 and then raised his hand and pushed the start button. The Affected Person 
shifted the vehicle into reverse. Both herself, and Witness Officer #1 were in a dangerous 
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location as the driver's door was open. The Affected Person hammered the gas and 
accelerated rapidly in reverse. She fell to the ground and she thought that Witness Officer 
#1 also fell. She was not hit by the vehicle, however she was unsure if Witness Officer #1 
was. She was in fear for her life when the Jeep reversed. She feared herself and Witness 
Officer #1 were going to be run over and would suffer serious injuries and possibly death.  

The Jeep then proceeded forward and she heard two to three shots fired by the Subject 
Officer. He had arrived on scene and was parked to the right of her vehicle. She observed 
the back window of the Jeep shatter from one of the shots. The Jeep continued forward 
and hit a civilian vehicle that was also parked in front of the Safeway. The Jeep exited the 
parking lot by going westbound where it jumped a parking curb. All three police officers 
gave chase and pursued the Jeep. With the help of citizens they were directed to the Jeep. 
It was found unoccupied. A short time later officers located and arrested the Affected 
Person.  

Subject Officer 

The Subject Officer had a prepared statement that he adopted and read into the interview.  

On April 19, 2018, at approximately 8:15 p.m. he was aware that Witness Officer #1 and 
Witness Officer #2 were attending a call at the Safeway where it was reported that a male 
was slumped/sleeping at the wheel of a white Jeep Cherokee. He was operating a marked 
police vehicle. He heard the Operational Command Centre (OCC) broadcast over the 
radio that the license plate on the suspect vehicle was stolen. He decided he was going to 
provide back up for them.  

On arrival he observed two patrol cars parked behind the Jeep, the first patrol car was 
approximately two to three feet behind the Jeep and the second patrol car was parked 
behind the first. He could see Witness Officer #1 and Witness Officer #2 standing on the 
driver's side of the vehicle, but he was unaware if they had yet made contact with the 
driver. He parked his vehicle on the rear passenger side of the Jeep with the front of his 
vehicle facing in at a 45-degree angle. As he approached the passenger side of the Jeep he 
heard yelling from Witness Officer #1 and Witness Officer #2.  

The Jeep suddenly reversed turning its front wheels to the right so that the vehicle's front 
left side moved quickly towards Witness Officer #1 and Witness Officer #2, who were 
standing on the driver's side of the vehicle. Both officers were struck and thrown to the 
ground.  
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He was immediately concerned for their safety and well-being and fearful they were 
seriously injured. After striking the two officers the Jeep continued reversing and struck 
the patrol car that was parked behind it. The Jeep then accelerated forward and struck the 
north exterior wall of the Safeway in what appeared to be an attempt to escape, but there 
was not sufficient clearance to allow the Jeep to do so. The Jeep reversed again, which 
took the vehicle directly back towards where he saw both officers fall. He believed the 
Jeep could strike one or both officers who were still down and they were again in danger 
of imminent death or grievous bodily harm.  

It was then that he made the decision to discharge his firearm at this individual to prevent 
him from hurting his colleagues. This was an attempt to disable or eliminate him as a 
threat, but it was not an attempt to disable the vehicle. As the Jeep was still backing up he 
could see the suspect in the driver's seat through the back window of the vehicle. He fired 
through the rear window at him. The shot broke the rear window and cracked the front 
window. With the back window removed he could now clearly make out the driver of 
the Jeep ducking his head down to the right. He fired two more times at the driver, but 
he could not recall if these shots entered the cab of the vehicle or struck the outside of the 
vehicle. These shots were fired through the rear passenger window at an angle towards 
the driver. He could not say exactly where any of the two shots went, but all of them 
would have been towards the brick wall of the Safeway and therefore he was not 
concerned that his shots would carry through the vehicle and strike his colleagues or any 
other individuals. He did not recall if he attempted to reposition himself after the first 
shot, but he believed he may have attempted to get a better angle on the driver. The Jeep 
again struck the police vehicle behind it, and this created enough room for the vehicle to 
turn left without striking the north wall of the Safeway. It made its turn and sped off 
driving over the median between the Safeway parking lot and the strip mall located 
directly north of the Safeway.  

While the Jeep was still in range prior to and while driving over the median he did not 
fire any further shots, as the risk to his colleagues had passed and he was no longer 
concerned they would suffer grievous bodily harm or death. He stated additionally, had 
he done so he would be putting them and others at risk because his shots would no longer 
be travelling towards the brick wall of the Safeway. After the Jeep left the parking lot he 
saw his colleagues get off the ground and move about. He believed both to be unhurt so 
he went to his vehicle and radioed for everyone to take a breath in an attempt to calm the 
situation. He then left to pursue the Jeep. The Subject Officer was then asked some 
questions, with the following information being provided by him:  
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He had 13 years of experience as an officer on general duties, prior to that he had six years 
of experience as a civilian dispatcher with OCC. He was driving a marked Chevrolet 
Silverado. He was in full uniform and recognizable as a police officer. He activated the 
emergency lights once he was at the Safeway parking lot. Witness Officer #1 and Witness 
Officer #2 responded to a call to someone sleeping in the parking lot, there may be medical 
concerns [emergency]. It could also potentially involve a person who has used drugs or 
consumed alcohol being behind the wheel of a car. A vehicle could be considered a 
weapon and they needed to mitigate the risks. He was about two and half blocks away 
when he learned it was a stolen vehicle. This was an increased risk from someone sleeping 
in a car to someone sleeping in a stolen vehicle. The situation had a lot of potential for 
going bad, such as putting members or the public at risk. He backed them up in case 
things went wrong.  

As he approached from the passenger side he distinctly heard Witness Officer #2 
shouting, then the Jeep started up. Witness Officer #2 and Witness Officer #1 were on the 
driver's side and he drew his pistol. He did not get to the passenger door, he was about 
eight to ten feet away. The driver put it into gear and backed up. Witness Officer #2 fell 
backwards and Witness Officer #1 fell forward. The vehicle backed into the police car, 
and then went forward. He recalled seeing the tires turned to the right. It came to his 
mind at that time that policy stated that they cannot shoot tires. He looked through the 
back window and he could see the silhouette of the driver's head. He thought the driver 
was preparing to back up again. He fired a shot and it went through the back window. 
He could see the glass shatter. He took a shot at the head. The Subject Officer could see 
clearly, and he believed the Affected Person saw the hole in the windshield, because the 
bullet traveled from the back window past his head and through the front windshield. 

He has never fired on duty before. His perception of everything slowed down when the 
back window broke. The driver was over to the right, and appeared to be looking at the 
hole and the Subject Officer could also see the hole. He believed it went through the 
windshield.  He had target isolation and was shooting at his head to stop the threat. After 
the first shot he recognized that he missed his target and within seconds he fired two 
more rounds. The Affected Person 'dropped it into gear'. He could not see the witness 
officers at that time. So, he was not concerned with him accidentally shooting his 
colleagues. The Affected Person backed up again. He did not know if Witness Officer #1 
and Witness Officer #2 were off the ground. He was not sure of the status of them. All he 
saw was the Affected Person and thinking what he is going to do next. The Affected 
Person started to back up again and the Subject Officer shot two more rounds where his 



13 
 

Classification: Public 

body should be. He hit the Jeep and it accelerated forward and made a turn around a 
vehicle that had been parked in the stall by where the Jeep had initially been. He initially 
fired one shot and then within seconds he fired two more shots, the second two shots 
were a double tap. Witness Officer #1 and Witness Officer #2 were the only other two 
officers on scene. Witness Officer #1’s role as primary was to check the licence plate and 
to contact the driver, and it was Witness Officer #2’s role as secondary to engage the Jeep 
on the passenger side and watch the hands of the driver.  

When he arrived both Witness Officers were on the driver's side. He did not recall seeing 
them. As he could not see either on the passenger side, he believed they were on the 
driver's side. He did not know what had occurred and he did not know if they were 
shouting at him through the window. He did not know if they had the driver's door open 
or not. He could not see the officers in the backdrop of the scene. It was not a potential 
accidental police shooting another police officer situation given the angle he was firing 
from, and with where he believed they were. There were no other citizens in jeopardy 
from the discharge of his firearm. He believed he fired three rounds. He first reported the 
shots fired once he had taken up a containment point in the area where the Jeep was 
subsequently located abandoned. He called his corporal on the phone and told him. He 
said there was no one else in the Jeep, he only saw the Affected Person. He did not see 
any other shapes moving in the Jeep. When the window broke he did not see anybody 
else. Essentially he said the RCMP policy on shooting at moving vehicles was that you 
did not shoot to disable the vehicle. If it was being used as a weapon to the public to cause 
death or grievous bodily harm, you stop the threat. You shoot the driver not the vehicle. 
You get out of the way if it is coming at you rather than using your firearm.  

After the interview was finished, the Subject Officer was shown the in-car video. The 
Subject Officer commented that he was not aware of the black Impala car being there and 
it sounded like he fired four shots. No further discussion on the contents of the video 
occurred. 

Use of Force  

Under s. 25 of the Criminal Code, a police officer, is justified in doing what he or she is 
authorized to do and to use as much force as is reasonably necessary where he or she has 
reasonable grounds to do so. Force intended to cause death or grievous  bodily  harm  is 
justified if the officer believes, on reasonable grounds,  that  the  force  was  necessary  to 
prevent the death or grievous bodily harm of  the officer and/or any other person.  
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Analysis 

In this case, all the police officers involved were lawfully placed and acting in the 
execution of their duties at all material times. The witness officers had responded to a 
complaint of a suspicious vehicle. The Subject Officer arrived to assist/back-up the 
witness officers. Prior to arrival on scene all officers were aware that the vehicle had 
earlier been reported as stolen. All of the police vehicles on scene had in-car video. This 
makes review of the actual events free from the frailties of human perception and recall, 
as is evidenced when one compares pretty much every witness statement to the videos.  

The witness officers were both on the driver’s side of the Jeep when the Affected Person 
was advised he was under arrest for possession of stolen property. In an effort to avoid 
the arrest, the Affected Person almost immediately started the vehicle and placed it in 
reverse. With the driver’s door still open, this either caused or contributed to the witness 
officers falling to the ground. The vehicle continued backwards and struck the front 
bumper of Witness Officer #1’s police vehicle. The Affected Person then put the vehicle 
in drive and began moving forward. At this point the Subject Officer discharged his 
service firearm through the rear window of the vehicle, in the direction of the Affected 
Person. The round did not strike the Affected Person, and he continued driving forward, 
starting to make a left U-turn, which would take the vehicle into the direction of where 
the witness officers had last been seen by the Subject Officer. As the vehicle was in the 
process of making the U-turn, the Subject Officer fired two more rounds towards the 
driver. Neither round struck the driver. Once the Affected Person had completed the U-
turn, after striking the wall of the Safeway and a parked vehicle in the area, it began 
driving forward directly into the area where the witness officers were. At this time, the 
Subject Officer fired a fourth round. This round did not strike the driver, but rather the 
left front wheel well area. The Affected Person then fled the area, admittedly driving 
away as fast as possible. He shortly thereafter abandoned the vehicle and walked away 
from it, but was arrested in the area. He suffered no injuries as a result of the discharges 
from the Subject Officer’s firearm. There is no doubt that the Subject Officer discharged 
his service firearm four times, notwithstanding his belief that he only fired three times.  

The Affected Person was driving a vehicle in an attempt to escape his arrest, and in so 
doing had caused or at a minimum contributed to the witness officers falling to the 
ground. As a result both witness officers were very close to the vehicle and were 
vulnerable to being hit or run over. There can be little debate that given this, they were in 
harms way, and under such circumstances, as then seen by the Subject Officer it was 
reasonable to believe that both witness officers were in jeopardy of grievous bodily harm 
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or death from being hit or run over by the escaping vehicle. The video clearly shows that 
the Subject Officer was, as he indicated in his statement, shooting in the direction of the 
driver, and not just at the vehicle to try and immobilize it. He was trying to shoot the 
Affected Person to stop the threat to the witness officers. While the Subject Officer was 
mistaken in a couple areas of his statement (the vehicle did not back up a second time, 
and he fired four shots not three), none of this detracts from his beliefs nor intentions.  

Under the circumstances faced by the Subject Officer, the witness officers were extremely 
vulnerable to suffering grievous bodily harm or death, should the Affected Person hit or 
run them over as he was making his escape. The fact that the witness officers were not 
seriously injured, is fortunate, but does not weigh into the ultimate analysis of whether 
the Subject Officer’s use of force was reasonable, or not. The Subject Officer tried to stop 
the threat posed by the Affected Person by shooting him. While it is very fortunate that 
his efforts to do so failed, and no one ultimately was seriously injured or killed in this 
event, his actions in taking the shots were justified pursuant to section 25 of the Criminal 
Code.  

Conclusion 

After a thorough, independent and objective investigation into the conduct of the Subject 
Officer, it is my opinion that he was clearly lawfully placed and acting properly in the 
execution of his duties. There is no evidence to support any inference that he engaged in 
any unlawful or unreasonable conduct that would give rise to an offence. The force used 
was necessary and reasonable in all the circumstances. 

ASIRT’s investigation having been completed and our mandate fulfilled, I have 
concluded our file.  

 

Original Signed by Executive Director 

  February 24, 2022 
Michael Ewenson 
Executive Director 

 Date of Release 

 


