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OVERVIEW 

 French was the first European language spoken in Alberta. 

 France is a member of the G7 and one of the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

 France is the largest country by area in the European Union (EU) 
and the third largest economy in Europe.  

 In late 2015, France hosted the twenty-first session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris. 

RELATIONSHIP  

 While Franco-Albertans can be found in almost every community 
across the province, the greatest concentration is in Edmonton 
and Calgary. Four Alberta municipalities are officially bilingual: 
Beaumont, Legal, Falher and Plamondon.  

 Economic relations between Canada and France are dynamic 
and diversified, characterized by sustained trade in high value-
added products, exchange of services and broad partnership in 
research, science and innovation.  

 In November 2014, during the official state visit of French 
President Hollande to Alberta, Innovation and Advanced 
Education and the French Ministry of National Education and 
Research jointly organized an Innovation Roundtable attended 
by leaders of research and innovation organizations from France 
and Western Canada. 

 During President Hollande’s visit in 2014, the Alberta-France 
Letter of Intent was signed to develop bilateral cooperation in 
agriculture and related subsectors. 

 In June 2012, Edmonton hosted the 17th Ministerial Conference 
on the Canadian Francophonie. 

 

PROFILE 

Capital: Paris 

Population: 64.7 million (2018) 

Language: French 

Government: Republic 

Head of State: President Emmanuel Macron (elected 

May 2017) 

Head of Government: Prime Minister Édouard 

Philippe (appointed May 2017) 

Currency: Euro, $1.00 = €0.6613 (2018 Average) 

GDP: $3.6 trillion (2018) 

GDP per capita: $55,685.14 (2018) 

GDP Growth Rate: 1.52 per cent (2018) 

Inflation: 2.10 per cent (2018) 

Unemployment: 9.11 per cent (2018) 

Key Industry Sectors: machinery and transport 

equipment, chemicals and related products, food, 

drinks and tobacco, and mineral fuels. 

Sources: World Bank, Bank of Canada, Global Affairs 
Canada 
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Under the Canada EU Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA), tariff elimination and other provisions 
enhance the competitiveness of Canadian exports to France.  

 Building on the success of the Alberta-Germany Collaboration 
Fund for Product Development and Commercialization 
(established in 2012), and the Alberta-Canada-France Joint 
Industrial R&D Projects Program (established in 2015), the 
German-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research and the 
Alberta Government’s Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade introduced the Alberta-Europe Technology Collaboration 
Fund in February 2018. The goal of this program is to help 
connect industry players for joint development of innovative 
technologies and research based alliances, and to accelerate 
the commercialization of technology to foster economic growth.  

 From 2014 to 2018, Alberta’s exports to France averaged $178 
million per year, consisting mainly of machinery ($53 million), 
grains, seeds and fruit ($44 million), and meat ($12 million). This 
does not include trade in services (tourism, architecture and 
engineering, or information and communications technology). 

 Alberta’s direct imports from France averaged $218.9 million per 
year between 2014 and 2018. Top imports included beverages 
($75 million), machinery ($38 million), medical, photographic 
and measuring instruments ($13 million), aircrafts and space 
crafts ($9 million). This figure does not include goods sold in 
Alberta that have arrived via distribution hubs in other provinces. 

 Canadian investment in France in 2018 was valued at $7.4 
billion. French direct investment in Canada was $13.4 billion.  

ENERGY 

 The earliest documented oil sands mining operation was set up 
in 1745 in France, with refining capabilities added in 1857. 

 France is Europe’s second largest consumer of energy after 
Germany. As of 2016, France is the 13th largest consumer of oil 
in the world at 1.77 million barrels per day. 

 France is the fourth largest gas market in Europe, importing 98 
per cent of its gas consumption under long-term contracts, and 
is the third largest importer of liquefied natural gas (LNG) in the 
European Union, after Spain and the United Kingdom. Gas 
accounted for only 14.3 per cent of final energy consumption. 

 France has 37,500 km of transport networks, 195,000 km of 
distribution networks, four LNG terminals and 15 natural gas 
storage sites. The country acts as a transport corridor country 
for gas coming from the North Sea and North-West Europe 
directed to Spain and Italy.  

 France is the world's largest nuclear power generator on a per 
capita basis and is the largest net electricity exporter. There are 
58 nuclear power plants producing 77.7 per cent of the country’s 
electricity accounting for 46.4 per cent of the total energy share; 
however, the country has committed to reducing the nuclear 
share in power generation to 50 per cent by 2025. 

 France-based Total E&P has a portfolio of four assets in 
Alberta’s Athabasca Oil Sands region: Surmount (50 per cent, 
operated by ConocoPhillips), Fort Hills (29.2 per cent, operated 
by Suncor Energy), Joslyn (38.25 per cent, operated by Total); 
and Northern Lights Partnership (50 per cent, operated by Total).  

 Calgary-based Sterling Resources has onshore oil interests in 
the Paris, Sterling and Quitaine basins in France.  

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

Advanced Manufacturing and Materials: 
 Manufacturing is a significant component of the French GDP and 

provides opportunities in instrumentation, robotics, photonics, 
nanotechnology, sensors, scientific equipment, and coatings. 

Aerospace and Defence: 
 Several aerospace and defence firms are operating in, 

partnering with, and/or supplying to, Alberta. Examples include 
SAFRAN’s MORPHO, Airbus, Eurocopter, Dassault Aviation, 
Thales and the European Space Agency. 

 In June 2019, 64 Alberta organizations were featured at the Paris 
Air Show, with 11 representatives from 7 organizations 
participating in person – the largest contingent from Western 
Canada.  This was the most important trade event for the global 
aerospace industry in 2019, drawing 316,000 visitors, 276 official 
delegations from 98 countries and 2,700 journalists from 87 
countries. 

 Signed agreements between the National Research Council, 
Airbus and Eurocopter, combined with the EU FP7 Coordinated 
Support Action Plan, are generating interest for international 
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cooperation in aerospace research and technological 
development with Canadian/Alberta organizations. 

Clean Technologies: 
 Several French environmental technology companies, including 

Suez Environment and Veolia, are operating in and looking at 
building new partnerships in Alberta.  

 The bio-energy sector (biomass and waste-to-energy) is growing 
as France increasingly turns to bio-energy as a means of 
reaching their renewable energy production targets. 
Opportunities exist for Alberta companies in materials for 
production and biofuels as well as technology development. 

 There are opportunities for Alberta to compete in wind energy 
niche markets: small wind turbines, off grid energy supply by 
integrated wind-diesel or wind-fuel cell systems, hydrogen 
storage of wind power and cold climate operations. There is 
opportunity for Alberta companies to participate through 
integration into the wind turbine supply chain. Europe has led 
this market for 20 years; knowledge transfer from the Europe 
market to the growing North American market is expected. 

 The European solar power and solar thermal markets offer 
business opportunities for producers, suppliers, automation tool 
companies, and service providers. 

 Alberta water and wastewater companies will find demand in 
Europe for solutions to challenges in agriculture and mining 
operations. Water and wastewater treatment solutions are in 
demand to address water shortages and upgrading to ageing 
infrastructure. 

 Smart grids and related technologies are being developed in 
Europe to improve energy efficiency, reliability and the 
sustainability of electrical grids. There are plans to deploy 
upgrades to generation, transmission and distribution systems. 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT): 
 France offers excellent opportunities in ICT across areas such 

as enterprise solutions, wireless applications and health. 
SMART Technologies and Axia Netmedia are among the many 
Alberta companies with offices in France. 

 The value of the French ICT market amounted to $99 billion in 
2016. Consulting, software and services accounted for 78 per 
cent, and hardware 22 per cent. 

Life Sciences: 
 With one of the largest medical device markets in Europe, 

France is a priority market for Alberta’s health technology 
companies. In 2016, total turnover for medical devices amounted 
to $42.2 billion, of which $12.1 billion came from exports. 

 There are over 1,300 medical device firms in France; 92 per cent 
of which are small and medium sized enterprises.  

 There are high sales prospects for medical equipment in newly-
developing sectors such as non-invasive surgery, orthopedics 
and disposable medical equipment.  

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

 In 2017, Alberta’s agri-food exports to France totaled $121 
million, up almost 60 per cent from 2015. Top exports included 
canola seed ($78 million), prepared animal feed ($21 million), 
horse meat ($9 million) and whiskey ($9 million). 

 During President Hollande’s official visit to Alberta in November 
2014, the Alberta-France Letter of Intent (LOI) was signed to 
develop bilateral cooperation in agriculture and subsectors. 

 In 2017, the Agriculture and Forestry Minister traveled to Paris 
to continue to strengthen relations with the French Ministry of 
Agriculture and sign an amended LOI to include forestry. 

 France remains the 6th largest global agri-food exporter with 
$91.4 billion in exports for 2017. France’s main export sectors 
include wine and spirits, dairy products, cereals and meat.  The 
agriculture and agri-food sectors generate 3.5 per cent of the 
country’s GDP. 

 In 2016, milk (33 per cent), cattle (30 percent), poultry (14 per 
cent) and pigs (13 per cent) were the main livestock and animal 
products produced in France. 

 France is the sixth largest importer of pulp in the world, and 
imported $20 billion in wood products in 2015. 

EDUCATION 

 From 2013 to 2017, 392 citizens of France had international 
study permits come into effect for Alberta. 

 The overall number of Alberta students enrolled in French 
language programs is rising steadily; 28 per cent of kindergarten 
to grade 12 students (198,891) were enrolled in French 
Immersion, Francophone or French Second Language 
programs in 2017/2018.  

 The Francophone education system includes 41 schools and 
one distance learning center in four Francophone regional 
authorities across the province. In 2018/2018, there were 8,379 
students enrolled in Francophone regional authorities. 

 There are approximately 219 schools across Alberta (in 43 
jurisdictions, including three private schools) that reported 
offering a French immersion program in 2017/2018 with an 
enrolment rate of 45,235 students. This represents over 6 per 
cent of the total Alberta student population.  

 In 2017/2018, provincial enrolment in French as a Second-
Language (FSL) courses was 145,133 students. Over 1,000 
schools in 54 jurisdictions, including eight charter schools and 
31 private schools, offered FSL courses to elementary, junior 
high and senior high school students.  

 To encourage teachers to pursue further language study, the 
Government of Alberta designed two awards: 

o The Language Teacher Bursary, valued at $5,000 each and 
given to ten teachers to attend a post-secondary language 
course at an institution outside Canada. 

o The Languages in Teacher Education Scholarship, valued at 
$2,500 each and awarded to 14 students currently in a 
teacher preparation program. 

 Research, collaboration and activities related to French 
language and culture take place at the University of Alberta 
(UAlberta) through Campus Saint-Jean (CSJ), the only French-
speaking campus in Western Canada, as well as through the 
Department of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies in the 
Faculty of Arts. The Faculty of Extension also teaches French. 
CSJ offers programs of study entirely in French, plus bilingual 
programs with various other faculties.   
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 CSJ has carried out a number of student exchanges with 

national and international French post-secondary institutions 
as part of its bilingual Bachelor of Commerce and Bachelor of 
Education programs. 

 
 UAlberta, the University of Calgary (UCalgary) and the 

University of Lethbridge have various Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoU) and agreements to facilitate faculty and 
student exchanges, and research with post-secondary 
institutions in France. 

 
 UAlberta has numerous agreements with universities in 

France, including Université Catholique de Lille and Université 
Grenoble-Alpes. It also has dual Master's degree programs in 
Business with EDHEC Business School and in Engineering 
with the Universite de Lorraine. 

 
 Every summer, UAlberta runs an "e3 French Alps" program in 

Grenoble that combines three experiences in one location: 
French language study, an internship placement (work or 
research), and academic coursework. 

 
 MacEwan University has an exchange agreement with the Lille 

Catholic University. 
 

 UCalgary has a French Centre and French Program in its 
School of Languages, Linguistics, Literature, and Culture; 15 
active exchange agreements with universities in France, 
including Science Po Paris, Unilasalle, and École normale 
supérieur de Lyon; two group study programs; and significant 
joint research with institutions like INSERM and CNRS. 

 
 Concordia University of Edmonton has active partnerships with 

the Institut Supérieur de Gestion; Université de Bretagne-Sud 
(UBS), Vannes and Lorient; and recently signed an MOU with 
the École de Sciences Politiques, University of Strasbourg, 
Concordia is developing a first double degree, in Arts, French, 
with UBS for a Licence en Lettres and a BA. 

 
 Advanced Education supports several programs enabling post-

secondary institutions to develop study and research 
collaboration involving France, including Campus Alberta Grant 
for International Learning (CAGFIL) and MITACS Globalink.  

IMMIGRATION AND COMMUNITY 

 Between 2014 and 2018, 624 citizens of France became 
Permanent Residents of Canada, with Alberta as their intended 
destination. Approximately 71 per cent were economic 
immigrants, including principal applicants, spouses, and 
dependents. 

 Between 2014 and 2018, 82 citizens of France had Temporary 
Foreign Worker Program Alberta work permits comes into effect 

 Between 2014 and 2018, 367 citizens of France had 
international study permits come into effect for Alberta. 

 Since 2006, the Government of Alberta has funded the Centre 
d’Acceuil et d’Etablissement du Nord de l’Alberta (CAE) to 
support the settlement of French speaking immigrants through 
various programs. The Government of Canada co-funded the 
CAE programming to assist French speaking newcomers to 
integrate into Alberta. In partnership with the Edmonton 

Immigrant Services Association (EISA), the CAE delivers these 
services in Edmonton, Fort McMurray and Grande Prairie. 

 With over 81,000 Francophones residing in the province, Alberta 
has the largest minority French-speaking population in Canada 
after Ontario and New Brunswick. Alberta’s Francophone 
population is growing faster than any French-speaking 
population in Canada.  

 238,000 Albertans are able to express themselves in French. 

 Approximately one out of eight, or 390,895, Albertans are of 
French or French-Canadian ancestry. 

 French Department of Foreign Affairs supports a wide variety of 
cultural programs and institutions in Alberta including the 
Alliance Française of Calgary and Edmonton, Calgary 
International Film Festival, Banff-Calgary International Writers 
Festival, the Banff Centre and the High Performance Rodeo. 

 Alberta’s Francophonie comprises more than 100 non-profit 
organizations active in a wide variety of sectors, including arts 
and culture, education, health, early childhood, youth, 
newcomers, economic development and heritage preservation. 

 Albertans have access to over 750,000 resources in French 
through municipal, community and university library networks 
and services. 

 Alberta celebrates the Rendez-vous de la Francophonie each 
year in March. This two week celebration aims to recognize and 
celebrate the economic, social and political contributions of 
francophones in their communities.  

 In 2009, French foreign affairs minister donated $12,000 to the 
Médiathèque de l’Alliance française de Calgary, a media library 
which provides professional bilingual service to all, as well as 
access to contemporary collections in French and English. 

 The Union des Français de l’étranger (UFE) has an active 
provincial chapter located in Calgary. 

 Since 1989, thousands of French-speaking Albertans get 
together in early July for the annual Fête Franco-Albertaine. 

 There is one weekly French language paper with province-wide 
circulation, Le Franco, which was founded in 1928. 

 There are two French language community radio stations in 
Alberta, CKRP established in 1996 and CHPL established in 
2011. CBC/Radio-Canada offers Albertans two French radio 
channels: Ici Radio-Canada Première, focusing on current 
affairs, and Ici Musique. 

 Le Conseil de développement économique de l’Alberta (CDÉA), 
a non-profit organization dedicated to engaging Francophones 
in the Alberta economy, has offices in Edmonton, Calgary, 
Grande Prairie and Bonnyville. CDÉA is collaborating with 
Travel Alberta to attract tourists from French-speaking countries. 

TOURISM 

 Alberta received about 34,000 overnight person-visits from 
France in 2016, accounting for about $48 million in tourism 
expenditure.  

 On October 10, 2018, West Jet announced non-stop flights from 
Calgary to Paris. 
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RECENT VISITS 

 November 2018: Ambassador Rispal had her official visit to 
Alberta. 

 October 2017: Minister of Agriculture and Forestry visited 
France as part of a trade and investment mission to Europe. 

 April 2017: A Canadian delegation, which included Governor 
General David Johnston, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Alberta 
Minister of Seniors and Housing, and several other government 
representatives and veterans, assembled at the Canadian 
National Vimy Memorial site to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge.  

 November 2015: Alberta’s Premier and Minister of Environment 
and Parks led a mission to Paris for the United Nations 21st 
Conference of the Parties on Climate Change.  

 November 2014: French President Francois Hollande visited 
Canada along with several cabinet ministers and industry. 
Alberta was his first stop during his visit to Canada.  

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Her Excellency Kareen Rispal is Ambassador of France to 
Canada. 

 Ms. Isabelle Hudon is Ambassador of Canada to France. 

 Mr. Philippe Sutter is Consul General of France in Vancouver 
with jurisdiction for Alberta. 

 Mr. Roy Klassen is Honorary Consul for France in Calgary. 

 Mr Anthony Bertrand is Honorary Consul for France in Edmonton 

 Ms. Marie-José Aymé is Honorary Consul for Canada in Lille.  

 Mr. Michel M. Dubois is Honorary Consul for Canada in Lyon.  

 Ms. Michèle Felizzola is Honorary Consul for Canada in Nice. 

 Mr. Pierre Paillé is Honorary Consul for Canada in Toulouse. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


