
Weakness led by soft sales at gasoline and motor vehicle dealers
Manufacturing shipments in Alberta, by selected industry
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Shipments decline with lower non-durables sales
Manufacturing shipments in Alberta, by selected industry

Source: Statistics Canada
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Manufacturing Shipments
Non‑durable shipments ease

Manufacturing took a breather in June after posting solid gains in 
recent months. The value of Alberta’s manufacturing shipments fell 
6.5% month‑over‑month (m/m) to $6.5 billion, due to lower non‑durable 
goods sales (‑9.0% m/m) (Chart 1). Sales were lower for petroleum and 

coal, which fell with a drop in 
gasoline prices, while shipments in 
chemical and food products also 
declined with weaker sales volumes. 
Meanwhile, sales in the durable 
goods industries were steady, 
as gains in primary metals and 
machinery were offset by declines 
in furniture and wood products. On 
a year‑to‑date (YTD) basis, factory 
sales remained up 5.1%.

Retail Sales
Sales remain modest

Retail sales continue to be lacklustre 
in 2019. Sales fell 0.4% m/m in June 
to $6.8 billion. The monthly decline 
was led by seasonal weakness at 
motor vehicle and parts dealerships 
and building materials and garden 
supplies stores. Compared to a year 
ago, sales were down 1.1%, driven 
by weakness at gasoline stations 
and motor vehicle and parts dealers 
(Chart 2). Despite the weakness, 
year‑to‑date sales were virtually 
unchanged (‑0.2% YTD) as the surge 
in March and April mitigated soft 
sales in other months.

Wholesale Trade 
Sales improve

Wholesale trade improved in June 
after a notable drop in May. The 
value of wholesale trade in Alberta 
rose 1.3% m/m to $6.94 billion, with 
gains in four out of seven industries. 
The increase was led by a rebound 
in machinery and equipment and 
supported by improvement in the 
motor vehicle and parts and food 
and beverage sectors. Conversely, 

Chart 2: Weakness led by soft sales at gasoline and motor vehicle dealers
Year-over-year change in Alberta’s retail trade by category, June 2019

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 1: Shipments decline with lower non-durables sales
Manufacturing shipments in Alberta, by selected industry

Source: Statistics Canada
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Energy prices weigh on inflation
Manufacturing shipments in Alberta, by selected industry

Source: Statistics Canada
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Growth in contractor prices moderating
Manufacturing shipments in Alberta, by selected industry

Source: Statistics Canada; * Average of Calgary and Edmonton CMA
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rising food prices, which were up 
4.7% year‑over‑year (y/y). Excluding 
energy and food, core inflation eased 
from 1.8% in June to 1.7%, as service 
inflation moderated and semi‑durable 
goods prices continued to be lower 
than a year ago.

Employment Insurance
Claims hold steady

The number of Albertans submitting 
Employment Insurance (EI) 
applications remains steady. In June, 
22,560 Albertans submitted an EI 
claim. This was nearly unchanged 
from May and 12% lower than a 
year ago. With claims declining 
year‑over‑year, the number of 
beneficiaries decreased for the fourth 
straight month after rising in early 
2019. A total of 47,730 Albertans 
received regular EI benefits in June, 
1,350 fewer than in May and the 
lowest level since April 2015.

Non‑Residential Building 
Construction Price Index
Contractor price growth slows

Contractor prices for new buildings 
continue to rise in Alberta, but at a 
slower pace. In the second quarter of 
2019, the non‑residential construction 
price index rose 0.1% from the 
previous quarter, the slowest quarterly 
increase in three years (Chart 4). The 
slowdown reflected lower prices 
for steel and wood products, which 
were moderated by higher prices for 
concrete. Compared to a year ago, 
construction prices remained up 
2.8% y/y, led by the higher cost of 
industrial structures.

sales were moderated by declines in miscellaneous, building materials and 
household goods. Overall, wholesale trade was up 6.3% quarter‑over‑quarter 
to reach $21 billion in the second quarter, the highest level since the fourth 
quarter of 2014.

Consumer Price Index
Inflation remains subdued

Alberta’s inflation rate continues to be weighed down by year‑over‑year 
declines in energy prices. Following a sharp pullback in June, inflation eased 0.1 
percentage points to 1.3% in July. The recent slowdown resulted from falling 
energy prices (Chart 3). While gasoline prices rose 3.9% from June, they were 
18% lower from the peak a year ago. Lower energy prices have mostly offset 

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 3: Energy prices weigh on inflation
Year-over-year percentage change in Alberta consumer price index

Chart 4: Growth in contractor prices moderating
Quarter-over-quarter percent change in non-residential construction prices*

Source: Statistics Canada; * Average of Calgary and Edmonton
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