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Employment
Employment pulls back

Alberta’s employment retreated in January for the second consecutive month, 
erasing the job uplift in November. Employment pulled back by 15,500 led by 
declines in full-time (-14,600) and self-employment (-26,800). The decline in the 
latter more than offset gains in the private sector (+12,800). Full-time declined 
to a six-month low while self-employment plummeted to a near-three-year 

low after peaking in July 2018. In 
contrast, private sector employment 
remained steady, trending up in the 
last six months (Chart 1).  Monthly 
employment dipped in both the 
goods and services sectors, led 
by construction, transportation 
and warehousing, and food and 
accommodation. As employment 
declined, the unemployment rate 
climbed 0.4 percentage point to 
6.8%. On a year-over year basis, 
employment was up 10,700, 
reflecting services sector job growth. 

Housing Starts
Housing starts rebound

Housing starts in January rebounded 
following a considerable decline in 
December. They advanced 25.8% 
month-over-month (m/m) to a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 24,076. The rebound was led 
by multi-units (Chart 2) and gains 
in Edmonton and Calgary, which 
outweighed weakness in the rest 
of Alberta. Despite the rebound in 
January, housing starts declined 
4.9% from the year ago, as single 
starts remained subdued. 

Building Permits
Non-residential boosts permits 

Alberta building permits ended 2018 
at a six-month high. The value of 
building permits rose 5.6% m/m 
to $1.13 billion in December as 
gains in non-residential dwarfed 
declines in residential permits. The 
increases in non-residential were led 
by industrial intentions, with a large 
permit issued for a potato processing 
plant in Lethbridge. Regionally, 

Alberta Self employment plunges while private sector remains steady
Alberta self‐employment and prviate sector employment

Source: Statistics Canada
‐25 *M

chrt_01 .DESC
.SOURCE
Dec‐16
Jan‐17
Feb‐17
Mar‐17
Apr‐17
May‐17
Jun‐17
Jul‐17
Aug‐17
Sep‐17
Oct‐17
Nov‐17
Dec‐17
Jan‐18
Feb‐18
Mar‐18
Apr‐18
May‐18
Jun‐18
Jul‐18
Aug‐18
Sep‐18
Oct‐18
Nov‐18
Dec‐18
Jan‐19

338

351

364

377

390

403

416

429

1,400

1,420

1,440

1,460

1,480

1,500

1,520

1,540
(thousands)(thousands)

Private Sector Employment (Left)
Self-Employment (Right)

Chart 1: Alberta Self employment plunges while private sector holds up
Alberta self-employment and prviate sector employment

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 2: Multi-unit starts lead rebound
Housing starts in 10,000+ centres, by type (seasonally adjusted annual rate)

Source: Statistics Canada

Weakness in single and volatile apartment starts
Housing starts in 10,000+ centres, by type (SAAR)
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37% from 24% in the previous month, it was down 9.7 percentage points from 
a year ago. 

Railway Carloadings
Fuel oils and crude drive carloadings

Railway shipments remained elevated as crude-by-rail continues to surge 
in November. Western Canadian railway carloadings edged down 1.0% 
m/m to 192,239 railcars, but remained near the record high. Over the past 
twelve months, carloadings jumped 20% y/y amid nearly doubled fuel oil and 
crude shipments and solid increases in chemicals and fertilizers shipments 
(+15% y/y). Similarly, railway carloadings were up 7.0% year-to-date, driven by 
fuel oil and crude shipments.

smaller cities drove the monthly 
increase in building permits while 
there was weakness in the two major 
cities (Chart 3). Compared to the 
previous year, building permits were 
relatively unchanged as weakness in 
residential building was completely 
offset by strength in non-residential 
intentions. Overall in 2018, the value 
of building permits eased 4.8% due 
to lower intentions in both residential 
and non-residential structures.

Crude Oil Production
Crude output eases

Crude oil production gave back 
some gains after reaching near 
record levels in the previous month. 
In December, Alberta’s crude oil 
output edged down 1.3% m/m to 
3,677 thousand barrels per day 
(mbpd), with declines in both non-
conventional and conventional 
production. Decreases in synthetic 
crude, which retreated after reaching 
a record high in the previous month, 
outweighed increases in bitumen 
production.  Despite the monthly 
decline, crude oil output rose 5.5% 
from a year earlier. Overall in 2018, 
Alberta produced 3,491 mbpd, up 
9.7% from 2017, primarily driven by 
bitumen output.

Rigs Drilling
Drilling activity restrained

Alberta rig drilling activity was off to a 
weak start in 2019. Despite a monthly 
increase of 48% from December 
2018, the number of active rigs 
drilling for oil and gas in January 
were down 26% year-over-year (y/y) 
to average 146 rigs, the weakest 
January since 2016 (Chart 4). While 
the rigs utilization rate ticked up to 

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 3: Alberta permits driven by smaller cities
Month-over-month change in Alberta building permits, by CMA

Alberta permits driven by smaller cities
Month‐over‐month change in Alberta building permits, by CMA
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Chart 4: Drilling activity subdued  to start 2019
Alberta rigs drilling

Source: Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors

Drilling Activity levels off
Alberta rigs drilling

Source: Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors
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Please see the Alberta Economy - Indicators at a 
Glance for current snapshot of Alberta indicators
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