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Ministry Fact Sheet – Mandate and Structure 
The Ministry of Environment and Parks represents the interests of Albertans in delivering balanced, common-sense 
and results-based stewardship of Alberta’s environment while enabling sustainable resource development for social 
and economic well-being.  

Environment and ecosystem health and integrity are indispensable to the well-being of Albertans. Achieving this 
requires the ministry to leverage effective consultation, engagement, collaboration and partnerships to implement 
regional and sub-regional land use plans, environmental frameworks, and complementary strategies. The ministry 
promotes scientific excellence and integrity using an evidence-based approach, inclusive of Indigenous knowledge, 
citizen science and community-based monitoring and a credible provincial environmental science program to inform 
quality decision making. Consultation and strong science informs relevant, efficient and environmentally focused 
legislation, regulation, standards and policy, including a significant regulatory transformation. Red tape reduction 
efforts remove unnecessary burdens for Albertans while balancing environmental and economic outcomes. 

The ministry supports Alberta’s sustainable economic development, including job creation opportunities that deliver 
the economic well-being and quality of life Albertans desire, within environmental capacity. The ministry reduces 
unnecessary red tape and administrative, regulatory and process burdens while concurrently working to balance 
interrelated environmental, economic, and social needs through initiatives including delivery of Alberta’s Crown land 
vision and the Regulatory Transformation Project. Alberta, a resource-based economy that contributes significantly to 
Canada’s economic well-being, will continue to consult with stakeholders and take considered actions to mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions by working collaboratively with industrial emitters and investing in innovation and the 
practical application of technology.   

The ministry focuses on the well-being and safety of Albertans and visitors where they live, work and play in Alberta’s 
outdoors. Alberta’s natural environments offer educational and recreational experiences that positively contribute to 
public well-being and a diversified economy through sustainable recreation and tourism opportunities. Opportunities 
are provided to Albertans and visitors to explore natural landscapes, engage in nature-based experiences or outdoor 
recreational activities, and learn about Alberta’s natural heritage through Alberta’s Crown lands, including parks, 
public lands and protected areas. The ministry works with Albertans, Indigenous communities and stakeholders to 
integrate environmental conservation and stewardship with recreational access while protecting Treaty rights. Work is 
also done collaboratively with other ministries and agencies, communities and municipalities to protect Albertans 
from the adverse effects of environmental conditions and events, maintain access to safe drinking water and maintain 
government owned or operated dams and related water infrastructure. In collaboration with communities and 
municipalities the ministry responds to environmental emergencies and strengthens environmental resilience and 
adaptation through infrastructure changes and development of comprehensive response plans and programs. 

A collaborative environmental stewardship approach to development supports achieving the balance between 
environmental and economic outcomes. The ministry provides environmental stewardship direction and regulates 
access, allocation, and use of natural resources through planning, policy, and regulatory assurance. Balancing 
environmental, economic and social aspects to attain desired outcomes creates inherent complexity and exposure to 
other risk drivers of competing mandates, system governance and the need for strong leadership and coordination 
increases. Competing mandates occur within our ministry and with other ministries and impacts decision making. 
Strong system governance is key, as timely decisions by appropriate authorities are foundational; if strong governance 
is lacking conflicting actions are inevitable. Strong leadership, coordination and collaboration between the ministry, 
partner agencies and stakeholders, are key to ensuring effective implementation and the realization of positive 
outcomes. Addressing these drivers effectively will reduce risk and enhance successful implementation.  
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The Office of the Chief Scientist provides Albertans and the ministry with expert knowledge, research and advice in 
environmental science. The ministry leads the delivery of the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Fund, 
Alberta’s approach to reducing emissions from large industrial emitters and keeping industry competitive. Within the 
department’s budget, funding is provided for the Land Use Secretariat and the Integrated Resource Management 
Secretariat. Both are situated within Environment and Parks and provide additional processes for cross-ministry 
integration and collaboration in policy development; and in leading the development, review and amendment of 
regional, and sub-regional and issue-specific land use plans. The ministry also administers the Land Stewardship Fund 
to maintain large tracts of native landscapes, conserve connecting corridors for biodiversity, and sustain disconnected 
pockets of native habitats within fragmented landscapes. The ministry is supported by over 20 public agencies and 
delegated administrative organizations (DAOs) that conduct work on behalf of or provide advice to the government. 
Information on these public agencies and DAOs is available at www.alberta.ca/public-agency-list.cfm.  

A more detailed description of Environment and Parks and its programs and initiatives can be found at 
www.alberta.ca/environment-and-parks.aspx 

The Ministry of Environment and Park continues to review programs to ensure Albertans receive efficient and client 
focused services from their government. As part of this ongoing review, the ministry is committed to protecting and 
supporting Albertans and job creators by reducing red tape by one-third by 2023, modernizing regulations, eliminating 
unnecessary regulatory requirements, and reducing administrative burden through more efficient processes including 
digital solutions. 

Ministry business plans should be considered in conjunction with all budget documents - including the Fiscal Plan, 
Government Strategic Plan, and Estimates - which work together to provide a complete overview of government’s 
commitment to responsible fiscal management and economic development anchored on sustainability and 
maintenance of environmental outcomes.
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Business Plan – Core 

Outcome 1 
 Environment and ecosystem health and integrity support Albertans’ well-being 

Key Objectives 

1.1 Effectively balance environmental, economic and social concerns through Crown land management 

modernization, integrated policy development and collaborative and integrated regional, sub-regional 

environmental and parks management planning. 

1.2 Support environmental resource stewardship through proactive public and stakeholder engagement and targeted 

strategies and frameworks including Alberta’s Clean Air Strategy, Water for Life Strategy, efficient regulated waste 

and recycling programs plus supporting a natural gas strategy.  

1.3 Using an Environmental, Social and Governance approach and partnerships deliver effective ambient 

environmental condition monitoring, evaluation and reporting to support resource stewardship. 

1.4 Update environmental legislation, regulation and processes to address current and emerging issues, considering 

red tape reduction while maintaining robust environmental standards and safety. 

1.5 Advance environmental issues work with Indigenous communities and organizations to develop long-term, trust-

based relationships. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $15.7 million allocated for caribou recovery planning and actions in 2022-23.
• $9.8 million is allocated to land-use planning and stewardship tools in 2022-23.
• $72.9 million in combined operating and capital is allocated in 2022-23 for environmental science and monitoring,

and provision of credible and objective information.

Performance Metrics 
1.a Performance Measure: under development

Outcome 2 
 Sustainable economic development is achieved within environmental capacity  

Key Objectives 

2.1 Complete the integrated regulatory assurance system transformation to enhance Alberta’s environmental approval 

and compliance processes while reducing the administrative, regulatory and process burdens. 

2.2 Develop and implement a coherent climate economic framework including the Technology Innovation and 

Emissions Reduction (TIER) system to mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change. 

2.3 Provincial policy encourages and increases the use of development credits and conservation offsets. 

2.4 Ensure all major environmental protection proposals undergo social-economic impact assessments to support the 

appropriate balance between economic growth and environmental protection. 

2.5 Address reclamation and remediation responsibilities with improved contaminated site management, liability 

management policies, reclamation security payment options and broader land reclamation outcomes policy work. 

2.6 Manage sustainable economic development and environmental outcomes through land planning initiatives. 
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Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• In 2022-23, $136.7 million derived from TIER system is allocated to Environment and Parks to support 
investments in innovation and technology in Alberta. 

• The Digital Regulatory Assurance System build continues in 2022-23 with $8.2 million allocated. 

Performance Metrics 
2.a Performance Measure: Percentage of provincially priced greenhouse gas emissions. 

Pricing of greenhouse gas emissions through provincial regulation furthers responsible and sustainable economic 
development in Alberta by providing a financial incentive to lower greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to 
climate change. Last actuals (2019) were 51 per cent. 
 

Targets 2022-23 58% 2023-24 58% 2024-25 58% 

 

Outcome 3 
Albertans and visitors have enjoyable and safe experiences where they live, work and play in  
Alberta’s outdoors  

Key Objectives 

3.1 Improve recreational access with integrated Crown land modernization management, the Alberta Trails Act and 

the Crown Land Vision implementation plus a sustainable recreation funding framework and partnerships.  

3.2 Enhance angling and hunting opportunities through effective fish and wildlife program management.  

3.3 Effectively work to mitigate the adverse effects of flood and drought; and manage water supply through 

government owned or operated water management and monitoring infrastructure. 

3.4 Update the approach to managing invasive species and their impacts. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• $15.4 million is allocated to Crown land environmental enforcement in 2022-23.  
• $3.6 million is allocated to effectively address environmental issues during emergency response including 

expanding external emergency management agencies, partners and industry relationships and partnerships. 
• $50.8 million in operating and capital funding is allocated in 2022-23 for capital programs to refurbish and 

enhance outdoor recreational opportunities, natural features and buildings on Crown lands.   
• $42.5 million is allocated to improve angling opportunities, the provincial fish stocking program in 2022-23. 
• $42.2 million is allocated to water management infrastructure operations in 2022-23.  
• $48.5 million is allocated to flood mitigation and resilience in combined operating and capital funding in 2022-23.  

Performance Metrics 
3.a Performance Measure: Percentage of water management infrastructure in good, fair and poor status.  

Maintaining provincially owned water management infrastructure contributes to water supply and mitigates 
adverse impacts of flood and drought. Targets reflect maximum acceptable limits. Last actuals (2020-21) were 
78.5 per cent good, 16.7 per cent fair and 4.8 per cent poor.  

Targets 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 

Fair ≤20.0% ≤20.0% ≤20.0% 

Poor ≤5.0% ≤5.0% ≤5.0% 
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