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Alberta Student Aid At A Glance

Role of Alberta Student Aid   

• Alberta Student Aid supports access and 
affordability of post-secondary education by 
providing financial supports to learners.  Alberta 
Student Aid works in partnership with:

public and private post-secondary institutions, 

First Nations colleges, 

the Canada Student Loans Program, 

other Government of Alberta ministries, and

delivery partners including non-profit organizations. 

• Specifically, Alberta Student Aid administers student 
loans, grants, scholarships, and awards to support 
adult learners. Alberta Student Aid also undertakes 
debt manageability programs to ensure that loan 
borrowers are able to repay their loans. Alberta 
Student Aid administers the Canada Student Loans 
Program on behalf of the federal government. The 
Department of Advanced Education strives to 
ensure Alberta Student Aid programs are relevant to 
Albertans, client focused, and delivered efficiently 
and effectively. 

Types of Student Aid Available  

• There are four types of funding available to Alberta 
students through Alberta Student Aid:

Repayable student loans are available to reduce 
financial barriers and help post-secondary 
learners cover basic learning and living costs.

Non-repayable grants are targeted to specific 
groups of student loan borrowers, such as 
low-income borrowers or students with young 
children (dependants). (See pages 25 to 27 for a 
description of the various grants.)

Non-repayable scholarships are provided to 
learners who demonstrate academic excellence.

Non-repayable awards are provided to 
encourage access and participation in adult 
learning opportunities. Awards are available to 
support leadership, community engagement, 
athleticism, attraction and retention of learners 
from rural areas, among other purposes.
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Student Loan Repayment 

• Alberta student loan borrowers benefit from flexible 
loan repayment options.

Student loans are interest-free during a student’s 
studies as well as six months after the borrower 
leaves studies.

 Six months after leaving studies, interest is 
charged and student loan borrowers begin to 
make payments on their loans. The interest 
charged on Alberta student loans in repayment is 
set at the prime lending rate, which is the lowest 
rate charged by most banks. 

 Eligible borrowers in repayment with repayment 
difficulties can apply for Alberta’s Repayment 
Assistance Plan (RAP) which sets affordable 
payments in-line with income and family size. 
Borrowers approved for RAP will benefit from the 
program for six months. Borrowers must re-apply 
to receive further benefits. 

For more information about Alberta Student 
Aid, go to studentaid.alberta.ca

• In order to be eligible for loans and grants from 
Alberta, a learner must either be a Canadian citizen, 
permanent resident, or a protected person, as 
defined in the Immigration and Refugee Protection 
Act. Eligibility criteria varies for scholarships and 
awards.  

• For a complete description of program specific 
requirements go to studentaid.alberta.ca  

• Learners can apply online for loans and grants at 
studentaid.alberta.ca

At the end of the 2016/17 loan year, Alberta 
Student Aid received student loan applications 
from more than 85,900 full-time students. More 
than 74,300 (87%) applied online.

5Alberta Student Aid        Statistical Profiles 2016/17



Proportion of Funded  
Learners in Alberta 

Between May 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 Alberta 
Student Aid funded…

• half (50%) of all Alberta residents enrolled in  
full-time studies in Alberta’s publicly-funded post-
secondary institutions;

• approximately half (51%) of all female Alberta 
residents enrolled in full time studies in Alberta’s 
publicly-funded post-secondary institutions.

Alberta Student Loan Repayment 

As of March 31, 2017…

• the outstanding balance of all Alberta student loans 
issued to learners was $2.4 billion of which 37% is 
in repayment and the remainder owed by Albertans 
who are still currently studying.

• approximately 36% of Alberta student loan dollars 
in repayment were being repaid by learners who 
accessed Alberta’s Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP).

• based on historical trends, approximately 94% of 
Alberta student loans issued in the 2016/17 fiscal 
year are expected to be repaid by Alberta student 
loan borrowers. 

Alberta Funded Learners 

Between April 1, 2016 and March 31, 2017

• More than 81,600 Alberta residents enrolled in full-
time post-secondary studies received loans and 
grants totaling $1.2 billion and averaging $14,400 
per learner.

• Of the $1.2 billion issued in loans and grants to 
Alberta residents:

$705 million was provided by Alberta Student 
Aid; and  

$459 million was provided through the Canada 
Student Loan Program (CSLP)

• Over 54,500 Alberta post-secondary learners  
received scholarships and awards totaling $96 million. 
Of this number…

$36 million was provided to over 18,200 learners 
through the Alexander Rutherford Scholarship. 

Between August 1, 2016 and July 31, 2017

• Of all funded learners…

84% attended post-secondary institutions 
in Alberta, 13% attended post-secondary 
institutions in another province, and 3% attended 
an out-of-country post-secondary institution.

78% are single.

61% are between the ages of 18 and 24 years 
with 39% over the age of 24

61% are female.

13% self-identify as Indigenous Albertans.

5% have a permanent disability.

Statistics At A Glance

For more information on Alberta  
scholarships and awards go to  
studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships 
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• on average, Alberta student loan borrowers  
repay their loans within nine years. 

According to a 2017 survey of Alberta student loan 
borrowers in repayment for two or more years... 

• Alberta student loan borrowers on average spend 
4% of their monthly income to service their Alberta 
student loan debt.

• 93% of student loan borrowers strongly agree (75%) 
or somewhat agree (18%) that they will one day be 
able to pay off their government student loans. 

• 87% of student loan borrowers strongly agree  
(71%) or agree (16%) that they would not have  
been able to attend a post-secondary program 
without student loans.

Alberta Graduates with  
Government Student Loans 

Graduates who participated in the Alberta Post-
Secondary Graduate Outcomes Survey: Class 
of 2013/2014 and indicated that they accessed 
government student loans for their education…

• have a median government student loan debt  
of $20,000 at the time of graduation.

• have a median annual income of over $54,000  
two years after graduation.   

Of these graduates, those who received…

• applied or bachelor’s degrees have the highest 
median government student loan debt of 
approximately $25,000 and a median income of 
approximately $60,000.

• master’s degrees have a median government 
student loan debt of $20,000 but the highest median 
annual income of approximately $80,000.

Alberta Student Aid Programming 
Changes over the Last Few Years  

The statistics presented in this document reflect a 
number of factors that have influenced demand and 
uptake for Alberta Student Aid programming.  For 
example, over the last number of years, significant 
improvements have been made to increase access to 
loan funding to more students.  By removing eligibility 
barriers, financial barriers to accessing a post-
secondary education have been reduced.  Changes 
made by the Canada Student Loans Program and 
Alberta Works also impacted the numbers of post-
secondary students who received loans and grants  
over the last decade.  

Alberta’s changing economic conditions have also 
influenced demand for loans and grants with more 
Albertans pursuing post-secondary studies and 
more students requiring financial assistance.  Grants 
provided to student loan borrowers were also changed 
to better target funding to low income Albertans and 
ensure Alberta and Canada student grants were well 
aligned and coordinated.  As well, investments made 
to the Alberta Heritage Scholarship Fund and the 
implementation of the Indigenous Awards increased 
the number of students supported by scholarships and 
award programs. 

For details on program changes from 2011/2012 to 
2016/2017, see pages 28-31.
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TABLE 1 

Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants by Fiscal Year 

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017
2011/12  

to 2016/17 
% change3

2015/16  
to 2016/17 
% change

Loans 53,882 58,289 60,000 62,182 70,064 81,004 50.3% 15.6%

Canada Student Loan 51,332 50,746 49,810 51,196 55,404 62,840 22.4% 13.4%

Alberta Student Loan 51,083 55,961 57,935 59,964 68,613 78,994 54.6% 15.1%

Federal Grants 36,866 36,395 35,736 36,334 38,822 43,694 18.5% 12.5%

Canada Student Grant for 
Students from Low-Income 
Families

23,932 23,506 22,968 23,238 24,703 27,581 15.2% 11.7%

Canada Student Grant for 
Students from Middle-Income 
Families

10,472 10,155 9,934 9,838 10,649 12,350 17.9% 16.0%

Canada Student Grant for Full-
Time Students with Dependants

4,656 4,834 4,821 5,161 5,702 6,242 34.1% 9.5%

Canada Student Grant for 
Students with Permanent 
Disabilities

1,799 1,922 2,059 2,248 2,498 2,915 62.0% 16.7%

Canada Student Grant for 
Services and Equipment for 
Students with Permanent 
Disabilities

1,008 1,035 1,044 1,114 1,203 1,106 9.7% -8.1%

Federal Transition Grant    
(Note 1)

384 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Alberta Grants 3,495 18,157 20,579 11,399 10,196 11,763 236.6% 15.4%

Alberta Grant for Students with 
Disabilities

40 204 241 288 311 386 865.0% 24.1%

Maintenance Grant 3,459 3,781 3,940 4,223 5,262 5,917 71.1% 12.4%

Alberta Completion Incentive 
Grant   (Note 2)

N/A 16,114 17,940 4,447 N/A N/A N/A N/A

Alberta Low Income Grant   
(Note 3)

N/A N/A 4,073 5,806 6,780 7,764 N/A 14.5%

Total Unique Learners 
Approved

54,361 58,680 60,352 62,725 70,461 81,607 50.1% 15.8%

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

N/A: Not Applicable

1  Alberta  Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of  a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner 
with a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). 
Therefore, summing up corresponding rows would not add up to the total number of learners approved because they are unique learner counts. 

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 fiscal year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them. 

3  There were a number of program changes in the 2012/2013 fiscal year. The percentage change is presented to reflect the differences prior to, and after the change. 

Note 1:  Effective August 1, 2012, the Federal Transition Grant was discontinued. 

Note 2:  Alberta Completion Incentive Grant was initiated in the 2012/13 fiscal year for learners who graduated after August 1, 2012. Effective July 31, 2015, the Alberta 
Completion Incentive Grant was discontinued. Learners who completed their programs on July 31, 2015 or before were eligible to receive the grant.

Note 3:  Alberta Low Income Grant (ALIG) was initiated in the 2013/14 fiscal year. Students who were ineligible for federal low-income grant of $120 per month were eligible 
for ALIG if enrolled in programs of one year or less in duration. 

There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. The program changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year.
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TABLE 2

Dollar Amount of Loans and Grants Approved by Fiscal Year1

Funding Source (Millions)2 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017

Loans $556.9 $628.1 $649.8 $679.9 $846.8 $994.5 

Canada Loans $281.2 $276.8 $272.9 $284.0 $310.0 $340.0 

Alberta Loans $275.7 $351.3 $376.9 $395.9 $536.8 $654.5 

Grants  $94.7 $119.9 $125.6 $149.5 $124.2 $169.2 

Canada Grants $75.8 $74.7 $73.0 $75.3 $80.7 $118.7 

Alberta Grants $18.9 $45.2 $52.6 $74.2 $43.5 $50.5 

Total Learner Funding ($) $651.6 $748.0 $775.4 $829.4 $971.0 $1,163.7 

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1   Fiscal year is from April 1 to March 31.

2   Alberta student loan and grant numbers from 2014/15 to 2016/17 fiscal years are based on the Ministry of Advanced Education’s audited financial statements. Numbers 
prior to 2014/2015 are based on Student Finance System (SFS) reports and may not be entirely comparable. 

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. The program changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for 
Alberta Student Aid program changes by loan year

TABLE 3

Number of Learners Approved for Scholarships and Awards by Fiscal Year1

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/20162 2016/2017

Scholarships and Awards   (Notes 1 and 2) 20,189 21,388 20,992 22,037 23,745 25,197

Heritage Scholarships     (Note 3) 16,773 17,127 16,829 16,919 28,227 29,306

Total Scholarships 36,962 38,515 37,821 38,956 51,972 54,503

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1   Fiscal year is from April 1 to March 31.

2  The scholarship count in the 2015/16 fiscal year does not include numbers from Athabasca University and Concordia University of Edmonton. 

Note 1:  Scholarships recognize students who demonstrate academic excellence. Awards encourage access and participation in adult learning opportunities. There are a 
number of scholarship and awards available in Alberta. However, the number of scholarships and awards with funding differs each fiscal year. At the end of the 
2016/17 fiscal year, there were 16 scholarships and awards with funding. 

Note 2:  The numbers reported for scholarships and awards in 2016/17 include numbers from the Northern Alberta Development Council Bursary and the Serving 
Communities Internship Program. The numbers from the two programs were previously reported as grants in the Department of Advanced Education’s financial 
statements.

Note 3:  The Alberta Heritage Scholarship Act is the guiding authority that establishes the provision of Heritage scholarships. There are two basic types of  Heritage 
scholarships: a) scholarships stipulated in the Act and b) scholarships that stem from external donations. The number of Heritage scholarships with funding differs 
each fiscal year. At the end of the 2016/17 fiscal year there were 44 Heritage scholarships with funding. Numbers reported in the Heritage scholarships include 
Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training (AIT) scholarships. 

For more information on Alberta scholarships go to studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships
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TABLE 4

Dollar Amount of Scholarships and Awards Approved by Fiscal Year1

Funding Source (Millions) 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/20162 2016/2017

Scholarships and Awards   (Note 1 and Note 2) $33.3 $36.2 $35.5 $36.0 $40.4 $44.8

Heritage Scholarships   (Note 3) $36.6 $37.6 $37.4 $37.5 $49.0 $50.8

Total Scholarships $69.9 $73.8 $72.9 $73.5 $89.5 $95.7

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Fiscal year is from April 1 to March 31.

2  The scholarship count in the 2015/16 fiscal year does not include numbers from Athabasca University and Concordia University of Edmonton. 

Note 1:  Scholarships recognize students who demonstrate academic excellence. Awards encourage access and participation in adult learning opportunities. There are a 
number of scholarship and awards available in Alberta. However, the number of scholarships and awards with funding differs each fiscal year. At the end of the 
2016/17 fiscal year, there were 16 scholarships and awards with funding. 

Note 2:  The numbers reported for scholarships and awards in 2016/17 include numbers from the Northern Alberta Development Council Bursary and the Serving 
Communities Internship Program. The numbers from the two programs were previously reported as grants in the Department of Advanced Education’s financial 
statements.

Note 3:  The Alberta Heritage Scholarship Act is the guiding authority that establishes the provision of Heritage scholarships. There are two basic types of  Heritage 
scholarships: a) scholarships stipulated in the Act and b) scholarships that stem from external donations. The number of Heritage scholarships with funding differs 
each fiscal year. At the end of the 2016/17 fiscal year there were 44 Heritage scholarships with funding. Numbers reported in the Heritage scholarships include 
Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training (AIT) scholarships. 

For more information on Alberta scholarships go to studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships
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CHART 1 Number of Learners1 Approved2 for Loans, Grants, Scholarships and Awards  
   by Fiscal Year
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  These statistics cover only full-time learners. Alberta  Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of  a full course load (or at 
least 40% of a full course load for a learner with a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application 
in the fiscal year (April 1 to March 31).

2  Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 fiscal year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. The program changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for  
Alberta Student Aid program changes by loan year. 

CHART 2 Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants  
   by Loan Year and Study Location
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1   Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31).

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year. 
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TABLE 5 

Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants by Loan Year and Demographics

Demographics 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017
2011/12  

to 2016/17
% change3

2015/16  
to 2016/17 
% change

Marital Status

     Single 43,648 47,710 48,729 50,148 56,290 63,492 45.5% 12.8%

     Married 6,600 6,855 6,858 7,449 10,018 12,270 85.9% 22.5%

     Single Parent 3,906 4,075 4,236 4,561 5,241 5,568 42.5% 6.2%

Gender

     Female 32,817 35,545 36,621 38,144 43,550 49,043 49.4% 12.6%

     Male 21,262 23,013 23,105 23,889 27,836 32,069 50.8% 15.2%

Age range

     Under 18 1,190 1,316 1,329 1,334 1,491 1,723 44.8% 15.6%

     18 to 24 34,691 38,254 38,918 39,706 43,806 49,133 41.6% 12.2%

     25 to 31 12,268 12,603 12,826 13,274 15,484 17,469 42.4% 12.8%

     Over 31 6,266 6,769 7,072 8,184 11,162 13,446 114.6% 20.5%

Indigenous Heritage (Note 1)

Indigenous 3,088 4,843 5,855 7,076 8,583 10,606 243.5% 23.6%

Non-Indigenous 51,142 53,866 53,871 54,957 63,066 70,918 38.7% 12.5%

Disability Status (Note 2)

Permanent disability 2,000 2,378 2,547 2,820 3,236 3,723 86.2% 15.0%

No Permanent disability 52,108 56,219 57,227 59,282 68,222 77,479 48.7% 13.6%

Total Unique Learners 54,078 58,556 59,727 62,033 71,385 81,102 50.0% 13.6%

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of  a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31). Therefore, 
summing up corresponding rows would not add up to the total number of learners funded because they are unique counts.

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

3  There were a number of program changes in the 2012/2013 loan year. The percentage change is presented to reflect the differences prior to, and after the change.

Note 1:  Learners choose whether or not to disclose their Indigenous heritage when applying for loans. The total number of Indigenous learners reflected here includes only 
learners who disclosed their Indigenous heritage. There may be additional learners with Indigenous heritage who did not disclose that information.

Note 2:  Permanent disability is a functional limitation caused by a physical or mental impairment that restricts the ability of a person to perform the daily activities 
necessary to participate in studies at a post-secondary level or the labour force, and is expected to remain with the person for the person’s expected natural life. 

There are a number of program changes that occur each loan year. These changes affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for Alberta Student Aid 
program changes by loan year. 
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CHART 3 Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants  
   by Loan Year, Marital Status and Gender

Loan Year
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1 Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31).

2  Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year.

CHART 4 Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants  
   by Loan Year and Age

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Alberta  Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of  a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31).

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes  by loan year.
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CHART 5 Percentage of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants  
   by Loan Year and Indigenous Heritage3

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1   Alberta  Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of  a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner 
with a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31). 

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

3   Learners choose whether or not to disclose their Indigenous heritage when applying for loans. The total number of Indigenous learners reflected here includes only 
learners who disclosed their Indigenous heritage. There may be additional learners with Indigenous heritage who did not disclose that information.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year.   

CHART 6 Percentage of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants  
 by Loan Year and Permanent Disability3 Status

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1 Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31). 

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 loan year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

3   Permanent disability is a functional limitation caused by a physical or mental impairment that restricts the ability of a person to perform the daily activities necessary to 
participate in studies at a post-secondary level or the labour force, and is expected to remain with the person for the person’s expected natural life. 

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year. 
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CHART 7 Number of Full-Time Learners1 Approved2 for Loans and Grants, and Average3  
   Amount Received per Learner by Fiscal Year

Fiscal Year
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$11,987 
$12,748 $12,848 $12,609 

$14,023 $14,473 

54,361 
58,680 60,352 62,725 

70,461 81,607 

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1 Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). 

2   Numbers prior to the 2013/2014 fiscal year may include some learners who were approved for loans but did not cash them.

3   Average dollar amount presented here is the combined average amount of Alberta and Canada student loans and grants.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for major 
Alberta Student Aid program changes by loan year. 

CHART 8 Average Full-Time Loan and Grant Amounts by Year1 and Program Length 
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Source: Alberta Advanced Education

1 Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner with 
a documented permanent disability). Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the loan year (August 1 to July 31).

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year. 
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CHART 9 Average Full-Time Loan and Grant Amounts by Loan Year1 and Credential2

Loan Year
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1 Loan Year is from August 1 to July 31. 

2  These represent credentials that learners are studying towards. Apprentices in Alberta Apprenticeship and Industry Training (AIT) recognized trades started receiving loans 
from the 2015/16 loan year. Average dollar amounts reported for learners in certificate programs include apprentices. 

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur each loan year. These changes may affect the statistics presented above. See page 28 to 31 for Alberta 
Student Aid program changes by loan year. 

CHART 10 Proportion of Alberta1 Full-Time Post-Secondary Enrolments2  
   Approved for Loans and Grants by Academic Year3
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Proportion of Learners Funded Total Full-Time Enrolments (Headcount)  

39.5% 
43.0% 44.6% 46.4% 49.9% 

98,110 97,714 95,996 94,644 98,315 

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  These statistics cover only Alberta residents enrolled in an Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institution. Alberta residents here are defined as Canadian citizens, 
permanent residents or protected persons, as defined in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (Canada), with permanent address in Alberta prior to attending  
post-secondary institution. 

2  Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner 
with a documented permanent disability) for the funded study period.  Full-time post-secondary enrolment counts are based on students who were full-time for the entire 
academic year.

3  Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institutions have different academic years. For more information on Alberta-publicly funded institutions, go to  
http://www.advancededucation.alberta.ca/post-secondary/institutions/public/
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CHART 11 Proportion of Alberta1 Full-Time Post-Secondary Enrolments2  
   Approved for Loans and Grants by Academic Year3 and Gender
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41,337
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Total Female Enrolments (Headcount)  Funded Female Proportion Funded Male Proportion

40.4%
44.1% 47.1% 47.5% 50.6%

38.5% 41.6% 43.8% 44.8%
48.9%

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1 These statistics cover only Alberta residents enrolled in an Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institution. Alberta residents here are defined as Canadian citizens, 
permanent residents or protected persons, as defined in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (Canada), with permanent address in Alberta prior to attending  
post-secondary institution.

2  Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner 
with a documented permanent disability) for the funded study period.  Full-time post-secondary enrolment counts are based on students who were full-time for the entire 
academic year.

3 Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institutions have different academic years. For more information on Alberta-publicly funded institutions, go to  
http://www.advancededucation.alberta.ca/post-secondary/institutions/public/

TABLE 6

Proportion of Alberta1 Full-Time Post-Secondary Enrolments2 Approved  
for Loans and Grants by Academic Year3 and Credential4

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016

Credential   
Total 

Enrolments
Proportion 

Funded 
Total  

Enrolments
Proportion 

Funded 
Total  

Enrolments
Proportion 

Funded 
Total 

Enrolments
Proportion 

Funded 
Total  

Enrolments
Proportion 

Funded 

Certificate 5,386 32.8% 5,340 36.3% 5,033 37.4% 5,237 42.8% 5,357 52.1%

Diploma 19,420 48.6% 19,380 52.2% 19,397 52.4% 19,658 53.6% 20,466 56.8%

Applied Degree 1,565 39.9% 1,362 45.8% 1,124 46.2% 768 56.5% 755 57.1%

Bachelor Degree 58,677 39.8% 59,138 43.3% 58,333 45.2% 57,633 46.6% 59,172 49.1%

Master Degree 3,949 19.0% 3,899 22.5% 3,859 24.7% 3,964 24.7% 4,090 28.5%

Doctoral Degree 1,336 7.0% 1,319 8.4% 1,284 10.7% 1,223 14.0% 1,268 16.4%

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  These statistics cover only Alberta residents enrolled in an Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institution. Alberta residents here are defined as Canadian citizens, 
permanent residents or protected persons, as defined in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (Canada), with permanent address in Alberta prior to attending  
post-secondary institution. 

2  Alberta Student Aid defines full-time post-secondary learners as those enrolled in at least 60% of a full course load (or at least 40% of a full course load for a learner 
with a documented permanent disability) for the funded study period.  Full-time post-secondary enrolment counts are based on students who were full-time for the entire 
academic year.

3  Alberta publicly-funded post-secondary institutions have different academic years. For more information on Alberta-publicly funded institutions, go to 
http://www.advancededucation.alberta.ca/post-secondary/institutions/public/

4  These represent credentials that learners are studying towards.
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CHART 12 Median1 Government Student Loan Debt of Graduates2 at Time of Graduation  
   by Graduating Class3
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: At the time of your graduation, approximately how much did you owe from all government sponsored loans accumulated during your entire 
post-secondary education?

1  Median debt is presented instead of average debt because the average may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans 
for their post-secondary education (including graduates who received government student loans but indicated they had $0 government student loan debt at time of 
graduation). The number of respondents who answered the question range between 4,300 and 6,500 depending on the survey year. 

3 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

For more information about GOS, go to:  http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/

CHART 13 Median1 Government Student Loan Debt of Graduates2 at the Time of Graduation  
   by Graduating Class3 and Credential  
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: At the time of your graduation, approximately how much did you owe from all government sponsored loans accumulated during your entire 
post-secondary education?

1  Median debt is presented instead of average debt because the average may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans 
for their post-secondary education (including graduates who received government student loans but indicated they had $0 government student loan debt at time of 
graduation). The number of respondents who answered the question range between 4,300 and 6,500 depending on the survey year. 

3 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

For more information about GOS, go to http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/

Alberta Student Aid        Statistical Profiles 2016/1718



TABLE 7

Median1 Government Student Loan Debt of Graduates2 at Time of Graduation by Graduating Class3  

and Demographics 

Graduating Class 2001/2002 2003/2004 2005/2006 2007/2008 2009/2010 2011/2012 2013/2014 

Age Groups

22 or younger $8,000 $10,000 $8,000 $10,000 $10,000 $10,170 $13,000 

23-25 $12,000 $13,000 $14,000 $14,000 $13,000 $15,000 $20,000 

26-30 $16,000 $18,000 $18,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $24,000 

31-40 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $20,000 $20,000 

41 or older $10,000 $10,000 $6,000 $7,000 $9,000 $10,000 $15,000 

Marital Status

Single $13,875 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $18,000 $20,000 

Married/Common law $11,000 $12,000 $10,000 $12,000 $13,000 $13,500 $17,000 

Divorced/Separated/Widowed $12,000 $15,000 $14,000 $20,000 $12,000 $17,000 $20,000 

Gender

Female $12,000 $14,000 $13,000 $15,000 $15,000 $17,000 $20,000 

Male $13,000 $15,000 $14,000 $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 $20,000 

Indigenous Heritage

Indigenous $10,000 $12,000 $10,000 $13,000 $14,000 $13,000 $15,000 

Non-Indigenous $13,000 $15,000 $14,000 $15,000 $15,000 $16,000 $20,000 

Disability Status 

Yes $16,000 $14,000 $15,000 $12,000 $12,000 $20,000 $20,000 

No $13,000 $15,000 $14,000 $15,000 $15,000 $16,000 $20,000 

Overall $13,000 $15,000 $14,000 $15,000 $15,000 $16,000 $20,000

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: At the time of your graduation, approximately how much did you owe from all government sponsored loans accumulated during your entire 
post-secondary education?

1  Median debt is presented instead of average debt because the averge may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans 
for their post-secondary education (including graduates who received government student loans but indicated they had $0 government student loan debt at time of 
graduation). The number of respondents who answered the question range between 4,300 and 6,500 depending on the survey year.

3 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

For more information about GOS, go to http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/
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CHART 14 Median1 Annual Income2 of Graduates3 Two Years after Graduation  
   by Graduating Class4  
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: Working your usual hours at your (main) job, approximately what is your (hourly/daily/weekly/bi-weekly/semi-monthly (every two weeks)/
monthly/yearly) gross salary or earnings, before taxes and deductions? (including gratuities, commission and other earnings)?

1  Median income is presented instead of average income because the average may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  Income here is from main job, that is, the job in which graduates work the highest number of hours each week. 

3  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans for 
their post-secondary education. The number of respondents who answered the question range between 2,700 and 6,000 depending on the survey year. 

4 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

For more information about GOS, go to:  http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/

CHART 15 Median1 Annual Income2 of Graduates3 Two Years after Graduation  
   by Graduating Class4 and Credential 

Graduating Class
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: Working your usual hours at your (main) job, approximately what is your (hourly/daily/weekly/bi-weekly/semi-monthly (every two weeks)/
monthly/yearly) gross salary or earnings, before taxes and deductions? (including gratuities, commission and other earnings)?

1  Median income is presented instead of average income because the averge may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  Income here is from main job, that is, the job in which graduates work the highest number of hours each week. 

3  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans for 
their post-secondary education. The number of respondents who answered the question range between 2,700 and 6,000 depending on the survey year. 

4 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

For more information about GOS, go to:  http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/
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TABLE 8

Median1 Annual Income2 of Graduates3 Two Years after Graduation by Graduating Class4 and Demographics 

Demographics 2001/2002 2003/2004 2005/2006 2007/2008 2009/2010 2011/2012 2013/2014 

Age Groups

22 or younger $25,194 $29,000 $34,000 $33,280 $39,000 $39,000 $41,930 

23-25 $31,350 $36,000 $42,000 $42,000 $45,000 $47,919 $50,000 

26-30 $37,000 $42,000 $50,000 $50,960 $53,000 $55,000 $56,000 

31-40 $40,000 $48,000 $52,250 $57,600 $60,000 $58,549 $62,400 

41 or older $26,556 $47,000 $56,562 $64,000 $65,000 $61,152 $60,000 

Marital Status

Single $33,000 $39,000 $45,000 $46,800 $50,000 $50,000 $53,000 

Married/Common law $40,000 $48,000 $54,600 $60,000 $60,000 $60,000 $60,000 

Divorced/Separated/Widowed $31,138 $35,680 $47,000 $53,500 $52,500 $48,550 $50,892 

Gender

Female $31,200 $36,000 $42,640 $47,000 $48,456 $48,000 $50,000 

Male $39,520 $45,000 $52,000 $54,000 $56,098 $59,280 $60,000 

Indigenous Heritage

Indigenous $31,200 $36,000 $45,000 $48,024 $46,000 $50,000 $52,000 

Non-Indigenous $35,000 $40,000 $48,000 $50,000 $52,000 $52,000 $54,498 

Disability Status 

Yes $28,800 $33,500 $36,200 $40,800 $36,000 $45,474 $48,000 

No $34,992 $40,000 $48,000 $50,000 $52,000 $52,000 $54,891 

Overall $34,800 $40,000 $48,000 $50,000 $52,000 $52,000 $54,080

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education, Graduate Outcomes Survey

Survey Question: Working your usual hours at your (main) job, approximately what is your (hourly/daily/weekly/bi-weekly/semi-monthly (every two weeks)/
monthly/yearly) gross salary or earnings, before taxes and deductions? (including gratuities, commission and other earnings)?

1  Median income is presented instead of average income because the average may be skewed by outliers in some survey years. 

2  Income here is from main job, that is, the job in which graduates work the highest number of hours each week. 

3  This data is self-reported by respondents of the Graduate Outcomes Survey (GOS) conducted biennially by Alberta Advanced Education. These respondents are 
graduates of Alberta’s publicly-funded post-secondary institutions. The data includes only those graduates who indicated they received government student loans  
for their post-secondary education. The number of respondents who answered the question range between 2,700 and 6,000 depending on the survey year. 

4 The years represent when the graduates completed their post-secondary programs. Graduates are surveyed approximately two years after graduation.

Note:  Lower income of female respondents, Indigenous respondents and respondents with disabilities may not be due to their identities. Factors such as their field  
  of studies or credential types of the program they graduated from may contribute to their lower incomes. 

For more information about GOS, go to:  http://eae.alberta.ca/ministry/stats/
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CHART 16 Average Time to Repay1 Alberta Student Loans and Total Amount  
   of Loans in Repayment by Fiscal Year2 

Fiscal Year
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Average Time to Repay (Years) Total Loans in Repayment (Millions) 

2011/2012 

$209.5 

2012/2013 

$282.6 

2013/2014 

$419.9 

2014/2015 

$562.7 

2016/2017 

$889.2

2015/2016 

$702.2 

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Average time to repay loans is calculated based on borrowers loan repayment schedule and may not reflect actual repayment behaviour as borrowers  
could repay early or be delinquent in their monthly payments

2  Fiscal Year is from April 1 to March 31. 

CHART 17 Alberta Student Loan Repayment Rates1 by Fiscal Year2 
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Repayment rates are calculated based on historical trends in repayments and defaults expected over the life of the loan.

2  Fiscal Year is from April 1 to March 31.

Alberta Student Aid        Statistical Profiles 2016/1722



CHART 18 Average Monthly Alberta Student Loan Repayment Amount per Borrower  
   by Fiscal Year1 and Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP) Status
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  These statistics cover Alberta student loan borrowers who are in repayment and made loan payment transactions in the respective fiscal year (April 1 to March 31).  
The monthly repayment amount represents a 12-month average. These monthly amounts only include loan borrowers’ payments towards the interest and/or principal 
portions of their Alberta student loans. 

CHART 19 Proportion1 of Alberta Student Loan Dollars in Repayment and  
   in the Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP)2 by Fiscal Year3

 
Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  The proportion of loan dollars in RAP is calculated as the value of Alberta student loans with a repayment assistance plan (RAP) start date in the fiscal year divided  
by the total dollar amount of Alberta student loans in repayment. Loans in repayment do not include those that are in default.

2  Alberta’s Repayment Assistance Plan (RAP) was implemented in November 2010. The growth in the RAP usage rates reflects awareness of the program over time. 

3  These statistics reflect Alberta student loan portfolio balances as of March 31.

Fiscal Year

0% 

20%

40%

100%

80%

60%

2011/2012 

P
ro

p
or

tio
n 

of
 L

oa
n 

D
ol

la
rs

 
in

 R
ep

ay
m

en
t 

in
 R

A
P

2012/2013 2013/2014 

26.4% 

2014/2015 

28.6% 

2015/2016 

32.4% 

2016/2017 

35.9% 

Proportion of Loan Dollars in RAP

24.0% 23.2% 

23Alberta Student Aid        Statistical Profiles 2016/17



CHART 20 Alberta Student Loan Default Rates1 by Fiscal Year2 
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Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  Default rates are calculated based on historical trends in repayments and defaults expected over the life of the loan.

2  Fiscal Year is from April 1 to March 31.

TABLE 9

Number of Part-Time1 Learners Approved2 for Loans and Grants by Fiscal Year

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017

Loans 523 1,001 1,211 1,481 1,784 2,098

Canada Student Loan for Part-Time Students 523 1,001 1,211 1,481 1,784 2,098

Canada Grants 760 1,194 1,264 1,452 1,604 1,965

Canada Student Grant for Students with Permanent Disabilities 109 128 125 159 174 165

Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment  
for Students with Permanent Disabilities

71 76 72 95 94 84

Canada Student Grant for Part-Time Studies 664 1,107 1,168 1,352 1,497 1,860

Canada Student Grant for Part-Time Students with Dependants 4 18 33 25 33 45

Alberta Grants 502 750 749 739 898 1,039

Alberta Part-Time Grant 502 750 749 739 898 1,039

Total Unique Learners Approved 1,255 1,872 1,960 2,160 2,439 2,943

Source:  Alberta Advanced Education

1  These statistics cover only part-time learners. Alberta Student Aid defines part-time learners are those enrolled in less than 60% of a full course load (or less than 40%  
if a learner has a documented permanent disability). Learners with a permanent disability studying between 40% and 50% of a full course load may apply for full-time  
or part-time funding. 

2  Learners may have been approved for a loan or grant on more than one application in the fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). Therefore, summing up corresponding rows 
would not add up to the total number of learners funded because they are unique counts.

Note:  There are a number of program changes that occur in each academic year. The program changes may affect the statistics presented above. See pages 28 to 31 
for major Alberta Student Aid program changes by academic year.
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Grants to Student Loan Borrowers

Canada Student Grant for Students from  
Low-Income Families is available to low-income 
students pursuing full-time post-secondary studies  
in a multi-year program. Students in graduate studies, 
apprenticeship technical training or one year programs, 
including open studies, are not eligible to receive this 
grant. Students who meet eligibility requirements for 
this grant receive $375 per month of study. 

Canada Student Grant for Students from  
Middle-Income Families is available to middle- 
income students pursuing full-time post-secondary 
studies in a multi-year program. Students in graduate 
studies, apprenticeship technical training or one year 
programs, including open studies, are not eligible 
to receive this grant. Students who meet eligibility 
requirements for this grant receive $150 per month  
of study.

Canada Student Grant for Full-Time Students  
with Dependants is available to low-income students 
with dependants under 12 years of age pursuing  
post-secondary studies. The grant is $200 per month 
of study for each child younger than age 12 at the start 
of the school year. Students will also receive the grant 
for any dependent child who is 12 years of age or older 
and has a permanent disability that requires special 
daily care.   

Canada Student Grant for Students with  
Permanent Disabilities is a grant of $2,000 per  
loan year (August 1 to July 31) available to students 
with a documented permanent disability. 

Canada Grants Available in 2016/2017
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Canada Student Grant for Services and  
Equipment for Students with Permanent  
Disabilities is available to students with a  
documented permanent disability who require 
exceptional education-related services or equipment. 
Students who meet the eligibility requirements for  
this grant can receive up to $8,000 per loan year. 

Canada Student Grant for Part-Time Studies is 
available to low-income students pursuing part-time 
post-secondary studies. Students who meet eligibility 
requirements for this grant receive $900 per semester, 
to a maximum of $1,800 per loan year. A student 
cannot receive both the Canada Student Grant for  
Part-Time Studies and the Alberta Part-Time Grant  
for the same semester.

Canada Student Grant for Part-Time  
Students with Dependants is available to  
eligible low-income students with dependants under  
12 years of age pursuing part-time post-secondary 
studies. Students will also receive the grant for any 
dependent child who is 12 years of age or older and 
has a permanent disability that requires special daily 
care. A student with 1 or 2 dependants is eligible 
for $40 per program week. A student with 3 or more 
dependants is eligible for $60 per program week. 
The maximum amount is the lower of $1,920 or the 
student’s remaining assessed need. 

For more information on federal grants go to  
www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/student-financial-aid.html 
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For more information Alberta student grants, 
go to studentaid.alberta.ca 

Maintenance Grant is available for full-time students 
with special circumstances such as single parents, 
married/common-law students whose spouse or partner 
cannot work, students with maintenance payments, 
married/common law students with a dependent child 
under 12 months, and students financially responsible for 
a parent. Students who meet the eligibility requirements 
for this grant may receive up to $3,000 per semester 
(or $4,500 per semester if the student is in an 
accelerated program).

Alberta Low Income Grant is available to low- 
income students pursuing full-time post-secondary 
studies in programs of 12 months or less in duration. 
Students in open studies, university transfer, or 
graduate level programs are not eligible. Students who 
meet the eligibility criteria for this grant may receive 
$250 per month of study to a maximum of $3,000 per 
loan year. 

Alberta Grant for Students with Disabilities is 
available to full-time students with a documented 
permanent disability to help cover education-related 
services and equipment costs when students are not 
eligible to receive or have costs not covered by the 
Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for 
Students with Permanent Disabilities. Students who 
meet the eligibility requirements for this award may 
receive up to $3,000 per loan year. 

Alberta Part-Time Grant is available to low-income 
and middle-income students pursuing part-time 
post-secondary studies in an Alberta post-secondary 
institution. Students who meet eligibility requirements 
for this grant receive $600 per semester. A student 
cannot receive both the Canada Student Grant for  
Part-Time Studies and the Alberta Part-Time Grant  
for the same semester.

Alberta Grants Available in 2016/2017
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Note: Some of the statistics 
presented in this document are in 
fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). 
However, the program changes 
outlined below occurred in the 
loan year (August 1 to July 31). 
The program changes, therefore, 
crossover two fiscal years. 

Program Changes from Loan Years  
2011/12 to 2016/17

Major Program Changes from  
2011/12 to 2016/17 

2011/12 

Provincial Changes
• Change made to eligibility for Loan Relief  

Completion program.

• Introduced the Alberta Grant for Students  
with Disabilities. 

Federal Changes
• Increased part-time earnings exemption  

to $433 per month.
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2012/13 

Provincial Changes 

• Introduced Flat Contribution Rate of $1,500 per 
academic year. 

• Removed savings, part time earnings, 
assistantships, stipends, and Registered Retirement 
Savings Plans (RRSPs) as resources in provincial 
eligibility assessment. 

• Removed forced parental contribution based on 
income from provincial eligibility calculation for 
dependent students.

• Allowed computer costs of up to $200 in the 
provincial eligibility assessment. 

• Changed the rules for undergraduate students 
studying at designated institutions outside of 
Canada so that these students would be 
automatically considered for both federal  
and provincial funding, with no additional 
documentation requirements. 

• Made the six-month grace period for Alberta 
Student Loans interest-free. Interest-free status was 
extended to part-time students who attended 
designated post-secondary institutions. 

• Discontinued the Loan Relief Program and replaced 
it with the Alberta Completion Incentive Grant (CIG) 
for students who graduated after August 1, 2012. 

• RRSPs and savings no longer used to determine  
a student’s eligibility for part-time provincial  
grant funding. 

Federal Changes
• Harmonized income thresholds for the Canada 

Student Grant for Part-Time Studies and the 
Part-Time Canada Loan with the income thresholds 
for Canada Student Grants.   

• Discontinued the Federal Transition Grant.

• RRSPs and savings no longer used to determine  
a student’s eligibility for part-time federal funding.
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2013/14 

Provincial Changes
• Initiated Alberta Low Income Grant. Students not 

eligible for Canada Student Grant for Students from 
Low Income Families were eligible for $120 per 
month if enrolled in programs of one year or less. 

• Effective April 1, 2014, shifted full authority for 
funding students in one-year certificate programs 
(between 12-52 weeks) to Alberta Student Aid.  

2014/15 

Provincial and Federal Changes
• Changed residency status for part time students  

to match those of independent full-time students. 

  

2015/16 

Provincial Changes
• Increased Alberta Low-Income Grant from $120 per 

month to $250 per month.

• Increased living allowances. Provincial living 
allowances aligned with federal living allowances from 
this point forward.

• Increased annual loan limits and lifetime loan limits.

• Removed Employment Insurance benefits, forced 
spousal/partner contributions, and Tax Free Savings 
Accounts from the provincial eligibility assessment 

• Made student loans and grants available to registered 
Alberta apprentices attending technical training at 
designated institutions. Apprentices now also eligible 
for interest free status on their Alberta student loans 
for the duration of their program including on-the-job 
training.

• Made student loans and grants available to students 
in approved pre-employment programs recognized by 
Apprenticeship and Industry Training (AIT).

• Discontinued Alberta Completion Incentive Grant 
(CIG) as of July 31, 2015. Students who completed 
their program on or before July 31, 2015 were eligible 
to receive the grant. 
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2016/17 

Provincial Changes
• Increased the loan limits for students enrolled  

in dental hygiene, pharmacy, law, medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary medicine, chiropractic  
medicine and optometry.   

Federal Changes
• Increased the amount of Canada Student Grant for 

Students from Low-Income Families from $250 to 
$375 per month of full-time studies.

• Increased the amount of Canada Student Grant for 
Students from Middle-Income Families from $100  
to $150 per month of full-time studies.

Minor Program Changes from Loan 
Years 2011/12 to 2016/17 

Provincial Changes
• Increased allowable child care costs in 2012/13 and 

2015/16.  

• Beginning in 2012/13, implemented annual increase 
of income thresholds used to determine eligibility for 
Alberta Low Income Grant. 

Federal Changes
• Between 2011/12 and 2016/17, implemented  

annual increase of living allowances and income 
thresholds used to determine eligibility for Canada 
Student Grants.

• Increased allowable child care costs in 2012/13  
and 2015/16.  
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