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Thank you to everyone that participated in the online survey, attended public information 

sessions, or submitted feedback through email and phone calls.  Your feedback will assist 

Alberta Environment and Parks finalize the draft Northern Pike and Walleye Recreational 

Fisheries Management Frameworks and set regulations to meet the diverse range of angling 

experiences that Albertans would like within the context of sustainable fisheries. 

 

 



Northern Pike and Walleye Survey Results | alberta.ca | March 2018 1 

 

SURVEY APPROACH 

In Alberta, we manage fisheries according to the Fish Conservation and Management Strategy 

for some specific objectives:  

 To ensure conservation and sustainability 

 To meet constitutional obligations to First Nations 

 To provide recreational opportunities.  

Alberta uses a comprehensive, science-based fisheries management system in which fisheries 

assessments allow biologists to determine the status of the fish populations and the sustainability 

of fisheries. This information, along with feedback gathered during consultations with Albertans, is 

used to develop a desired status or recreational fish management objective for a given fishery. 

Management frameworks for fish species outline recreational fishery management options for 

achieving a desired population status and fishery type while considering the ecology of the 

waterbody. The draft Northern Pike and Walleye Recreational Fisheries Management 

Frameworks outline the range of recreational fishery objectives and associated fishery 

management tools being considered to achieve the desired population and fishery outcomes for 

these species. 

To assist with drafting the Northern Pike and Walleye Recreational Fisheries Management 

Frameworks, and associated implementation, Alberta Environment and Parks initiated the 

following approach, making use of TalkAEP.  

 https://talkaep.alberta.ca/northern-pike-and-walleye-management-frameworks  

 

 Phase 1: August 2017 

– Seek angler feedback on key components and decision points that will inform the 
management frameworks. 

• Phase 2: September 2017 

– Introduce the draft management frameworks, and engage on key components 
and preferences for recreational fisheries management objectives. 

• Phase 3: November 2017  

– Consult on specific recreational fisheries management objectives by waterbody. 

• Phase 4: March 2018 

– Report back on engagement.  
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RESPONSE RATE 

Overview 

A summary of the response rate is as follows: 

 5,114 online survey responses 

 406 attended public information sessions 

 

Locations 

Public information sessions were held in:  

 Calgary  

 Edmonton  

 Slave Lake  

 Grande Prairie 

 Lac La Biche 

 

Advertising 

Public information sessions and online engagements were promoted via:  

 TalkAEP,  

 My Wild Alberta  

 Environment and Parks website 

 Facebook 

 Twitter  

 Local print media 
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PHASE 1  

In Phase 1, survey participants were asked about their preferences for how they would like to see 

northern pike and walleye populations managed, as well as several key management questions, 

such as their preferences towards catch and release, harvest, special harvest licences, season 

length, and length of time to recovery.  

Survey Themes 

For the majority of respondents, harvest is not the prime motivation for fishing. Most respondents 

would like the opportunity to harvest walleye and northern pike if that option is available, and 

recognize the importance of that limited opportunity to maintain sustainable fisheries. 

 The majority of respondents indicate they would rather see catch and release or 

closures to speed recovery rather than risk slowing recovery by allowing limited 

harvest. 

Special harvest licences, an example of a quota licence, are well supported as a management 

tool. Approximately 75 per cent of respondents support it, and two thirds of respondents support 

trying it for northern pike.  While not typically recognized as a slot size tool, special harvest 

licenses are in fact a very successful example of a limited harvest slot size management tool. 

 Respondents noted that the special harvest licence system should look at ways to 

reduce administrative costs, lessen complexity and enhance opportunities. 

 When open harvests are not sustainable, the majority of respondents support the use of 

special harvest licences, while fewer respondents would prefer short restricted harvest 

seasons. 

The active and passive management approach was supported. 

A precautionary approach was generally supported over a more liberal approach at remote lakes. 

This same preference was apparent when it came to pilot (experimental) regulations. 
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What We Heard  

 
Survey participants were asked to describe their preferences and values for both walleye and 

northern pike fishing: 

Walleye:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I regularly harvest 
walleye, and I seek 
waterbodies that 
provide harvest 

opportunities.:608
23%

I catch and release 
walleye only.: 151

5%

I catch and release 
walleye, but see 

the importance of 
walleye harvest 

when the fishery 
supports that.: 371

14%

Harvest isn't my 
prime motivation 
but I would like to 

harvest walleye 
from time-to-

time.:1543
58%
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Northern Pike:  

 

 

Analysis 
 

Respectively 73 per cent and 65 per cent of respondents for walleye and northern pike showed 

support for the use of special harvest licences. 

 

For fisheries that are considered high risk, 91 per cent of respondents prefer allowing catch-and-

release or fishing closures for moderate to fastest time to recovery.  

 

In situations where short harvest seasons may result in excessive harvest, 70 per cent of 

respondents support the use of Special Harvest Licenses for these lakes (and where this may be 

the only harvest option). 

 

75 per cent of respondents support active and passive management concepts for lakes.67 per 

cent of respondents would like to see a more precautionary approach to managing remote lakes, 

as opposed to liberal harvest. 

 

The majority of respondents support pilot regulations where there was low, or at most moderate 

risk to the fish population’s sustainability or recovery. 

I regularly harvest 
northern pike and I 
seek waterbodies 

that provide 
harvest 

opportunities.: 501
19%

I catch and release 
northern pike 

only.: 527
20%

I catch and release 
northern pike but 

see the importance 
of northern pike 

harvest when the 
fishery supports 

that.:478
18%

Harvest isn't my 
prime motivation, 
but I would like to 
harvest northern 

pike from time-to-
time.:1167

43%
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PHASE 2  

Survey Themes 

In Phase 2, we took feedback received from Phase 1 and considered it in the development of 

draft frameworks.  These draft frameworks were tested on-line by asking Albertan’s to review and 

comment on the draft Northern Pike and Walleye Recreational Fisheries Management 

Frameworks. Overall, we heard there is: 

 Strong support for the draft recreational fisheries management frameworks, and the 

types of recreational management objectives proposed. 

 Strong support for distinguishing management of fisheries into active or passive 

categories.  

 A desire from respondents to see more fisheries managed for quality harvest, and 

few managed for old growth. 

 

What We Heard 

 

Support for the types of recreational fisheries management objectives proposed and the draft 

recreational fisheries management frameworks: 

 78 per cent support for the types of recreational fisheries management objectives for 

walleye, and 80 per cent for northern pike. 

 89 per cent support for the draft recreational fisheries management Framework for walleye, 

and 88 per cent for northern pike..  

 

For walleye, the majority of respondents would like to see less than 10 per cent of lakes managed 

for old growth and greater than 10 per cent managed for quality harvest. 

For northern pike, respondents are fairly evenly split on portions of lakes managed for old growth 

(less than 10 or more than 10 per cent).  The majority of respondents would like to see more than 

10 per cent of lakes managed for quality harvest.  
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PHASE 3  

The following table describes the TalkAEP engagement feedback by Fisheries Management 

Zone (FMZ) and lake.  It includes the focal species selected by the majority of respondents, the 

Recreational Fisheries Management Objective (RFMO) selected by the majority of respondents, 

and the regulatory tool selected by the majority of respondents.   

 WALL is Walleye 

 NRPK is Northern Pike 

 SHL is Special Harvest License 

 

Table 1: Recreational Fisheries Management Objective by Waterbody 

 

FMZ Lake Focal Species 

selected by 

respondents  

 

RFMO selected by 

respondents 

Regulatory Tool 

selected by 

respondents 

ES2 Gleniffer WALL  
 WALL: Liberal Harvest  

 NRPK: Liberal Harvest 

 1 any size 

 1 any size 

ES3 Gregg NRPK  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 Catch and Release  

 Catch and Release  

ES3 Jarvis NRPK  Liberal Harvest 1 any size 

ES3 Little McLeod 
[Pegasus] 

NRPK  Liberal Harvest  3 of any size 

ES3 Minnow WALL  Sustainable Harvest  SHL 

ES4 Crooked  NRPK  Liberal Harvest  1 any size  

ES4 Iosegun WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 SHL  

 Catch and Release  

ES4 Raspberry NRPK  Sustainable Harvest  1 > 63cm 
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FMZ Lake Focal Species 

selected by 

respondents  

 

RFMO selected by 

respondents 

Regulatory Tool 

selected by 

respondents 

ES4 Sturgeon WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest  

 1>43cm 

 Catch and Release 

NB1 Amisk WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 SHL 

 1 > 63cm  

NB1 Elinor WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 SHL 

 SHL 

NB1 Ethel WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 SHL  

 SHL 

NB1 Hilda  WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 SHL 

 SHL 

NB1 Hope NRPK  Sustainable Harvest  1 > 63cm 

NB1 Lac La Biche WALL  Sustainable Harvest  SHL 

NB1 Moose  WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 SHL  

 1 > 63cm 

NB1 Seibert  WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest 

 SHL  

 Catch and Release  

NB1 Skeleton  WALL  
 WALL: Recovery 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 Catch and Release  

 1 > 63cm 

NB1 Spencer WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Quality Harvest 

 2 > 50 cm  

 1 > 75cm 

NB1 Tucker NRPK  Sustainable Harvest  1 > 63cm 
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FMZ Lake Focal Species 

selected by 

respondents  

 

RFMO selected by 

respondents 

Regulatory Tool 

selected by 

respondents 

NB2 Fawcett WALL  
 WALL: Target: 

Sustainable Harvest 

 NRPK: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest 

 SHL  

 Target: SHL 

NB2 Wingami WALL  
 WALL: Quality Harvest 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 SHL 

 1 > 63cm 

NB3 Haig WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest 

 1 > 50cm  

 Target: 1 > 63cm 

NB3 Joker Yellow Perch  
 WALL: Liberal Harvest 

 NRPK: Liberal Harvest 

 1 any size 

 1 any size  

NB3 Legend NRPK  Quality Harvest  1 > 75cm 

NB3 Muskwa  NRPK  Old Growth  Catch and Release 

NB3 Nipisi  NRPK  Quality Harvest  Catch and Release 

NB3 Round  WALL  
 WALL: Sustainable 

Harvest  

 NRPK: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest 

 1 > 50cm  

 Target: 1 > 63cm 

NB3 Utikuma NRPK  
 WALL: Target: Liberal 

Harvest 

 NRPK: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 Catch and Release 

 2 > 63cm  

NB4 Gregoire 
[Willow]  

WALL  Sustainable Harvest  SHL  

PP2 Buck WALL  Sustainable Harvest 1 > 50cm  

PP2 Buffalo NRPK  Sustainable Harvest  1 > 63cm  

PP2 Sylvan WALL  

 

 WALL: Sustainable 
Harvest  

 NRPK: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest  

 Catch and Release 

 Catch and Release 
until recovery 

PP2 Wabamun NRPK 
 NRPK: Old Growth  

 WALL: Target: 
Sustainable Harvest 

 Catch and Release 

 Target: SHL until 
recovery 
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