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PHASE ONE: JUNE/JULY 2017 

In the online survey, which was open between June 2, 2017 and July 31, 2017, there were six 

short surveys where Albertans could share their opinions on Alberta’s objectives for cannabis 

legalization; purchasing cannabis; using cannabis in public; setting the legal age; road and 

workplace safety; and economic implications. Albertans could choose to do one, some, or all the 

surveys. A total of 45,665 people completed one of the six surveys presented, with 68 per cent 

completing all six surveys. 

I want 
to 

answer 
all six 

surveys 

Alberta’s 
Cannabis 

Objectives 

Using 
Cannabis 
in Public 

Purchasing 
Cannabis 
in Alberta 

Legal 
Age 

Road and 
Workplace 

Safety 
Economic 

Implications 

Online 
31,220 
(68%) 

6,483 

(14%) 

5,262 

(12%) 

4,868 

(11%) 

4,355 

(10%) 

3,790 

(8%) 

2,010 

(4%) 

The following outlines the weighted findings of the online survey (in blue), as well as findings of 

telephone (in red) and in-person surveys (intercepts) (in green) conducted in Lethbridge, Peace 

River, Edmonton and Calgary
1
. In addition to the topics above, Albertans were asked about social

acceptability of cannabis compared to alcohol and tobacco, as well as support for cannabis 

legalization generally. 

How socially acceptable do you think it is for a person to use the following substances 

occasionally? 

Completely 
acceptable 

Somewhat 
acceptable 

Somewhat 
unacceptable 

Completely 
unacceptable 

No 
opinion 

Alcohol 
56% 
34% 

33% 
50% 

6% 
7% 

4% 
7% 

1% 
2% 

Smoking cannabis 
for medical purposes 

62% 23% 8% 7% 0% 

Using Cannabis for 
medical purposes 

69% 24% 3% 3% 1% 

Vaping cannabis for 
medical purposes 

63% 23% 7% 6% 1% 

Eating cannabis for 
medical purposes 

69% 21% 5% 4% 0% 

1
 Throughout this document, blue font indicates results from an online survey, red indicates results from a 

telephone survey, and green indicates results from an intercept survey. 

(Revised December 2017)
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Smoking cannabis 
for non-medical 
purposes 

36% 
21% 

24% 
35% 

15% 
14% 

25% 
28% 

1% 
1% 

Vaping cannabis for 
non-medical 
purposes 

37% 23% 15% 25% 1% 

Eating cannabis for 
non-medical 
purposes (This 
question mentions 
drinking in telephone 
as well) 

39% 
22% 

25% 
35% 

14% 
16% 

22% 
26% 

1% 
1% 

Tobacco 
(cigarette/cigar/snuff) 

21% 
18% 

28% 
35% 

29% 
20% 

22% 
26% 

1% 
1% 

Tobacco (vaping) 24% 29% 25% 20% 2% 

To what degree do you support or oppose the federal government’s decision to legalize 

cannabis? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Neither 
support nor 

oppose 
Somewhat 

oppose 
Strongly 
oppose 

Online 44% 14% 10% 6% 25% 

Telephone 36% 21% 10% 10% 23% 

Alberta’s Cannabis Objectives 

How consistent are these four policy priorities with your priorities for cannabis 

legalization? 

Very 
consistent 

Somewhat 
consistent 

Neither 
consistent 

nor 
inconsistent 

Somewhat 
inconsistent 

Very 
inconsistent 

Online 62% 24% 5% 4% 5% 

Telephone 56% 25% 6% 5% 7% 

Intercept 46% 27% 9% 7% 11% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Although the four objectives overlap, and Alberta will not focus on just one, please rank 

the four objectives in order of importance (Online Only) 

Priorities Rank 

Keeping Cannabis Out of the Hands of Children and Youth 1st 

Promoting Safety on Roads, in Workplaces and in Public Spaces 2nd 

Protecting Public Health 3rd 

Limiting the Illegal Market for Cannabis 4th 

None of these goals are important 2% 

All the goals are equally important 27% 

Are there other policy priorities Alberta should consider? If so, what are they? (Online 

only) 

Other potential areas of focus raised online included public health considerations (risk of second-

hand smoke, increased strain on mental health programs, need for public education, need for 

more addictions research); the need to recognize medical use; the need for enforcement; 

economic (revenue) considerations; calls to not legalize; fear of increased use; recommendations 

to treat cannabis like alcohol, tobacco; and concerns about the smell. 

Purchasing Cannabis in Alberta 

In your view, who should own and operate retail cannabis outlets in Alberta? 

Private stores: 
government should set the 
rules, but licensed private 

retailers should run the 
stores 

Government stores: 
Government should own 
and operate all cannabis 

stores 

Don’t know/not 
sure/no opinion 

Online 58% 33% 9% 

Telephone 59% 37% 5% 

Intercept 61% 32% 7% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Whether or not you think there should be private stores, if private stores are considered, 
how should cannabis outlets be allowed to sell cannabis? 

Specialized 

cannabis 

stores 

Existing 

regulated 

retailers Any retailer Other 

Don’t 

know/not 

sure/no 

opinion 

Online 50% 23% 19% 4% 3% 

Telephone 44% 34% 17% 3% 2% 

Intercept 37% 33% 21% 3% 5% 

Comments online primarily repeated options above, recommended combinations of the options 
listed, called for no sales, or recommended specific solutions (in liquor stores, anywhere tobacco 
is sold, in pharmacies only for medical, direct from grower). 

Regardless of who operates stores, please indicate which requirements should be 

considered in the development of rules and regulations for cannabis retailers. 

 Whether minors should be allowed 79% 

 Training requirements for staff 79% 

 Where cannabis stores can be located 65% 

 Number of stores in a given area 54% 

 Other products that can be sold 51% 

 Hours cannabis stores are open 49% 

 Other 6% 

 None of the above 5% 

Comments online primarily repeated items listed above or in other questions. Other topics raised 

included security, limited signage, need criminal record checks, potency of products sold, and 

storage requirements.  

Are there some rules that should be left to local governments to determine, even if it 

means the potential for different rules from community to community in Alberta? 

Where 
cannabis 

stores 
can be 
located 

Hours 
cannabis 

stores 
are open 

The option 
to be a 

cannabis-
free 

community 

Whether 
minors 
should 

be 
allowed 
on the 

premises 

Other 
products 
that can 
be sold 
in the 
same 

location 

None of 
the 

above 
(province 

should 
decide 
rules) Other 

Online 34% 30% 29% 23% 19% 38% 2% 

Telephone 41% 38% 36% 27% 27% 33% 4% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Comments online were split, with some calling for no regulation at all, and others calling for local 

governments to be able to be more restrictive. Other key points included: 

 Need for consistency so people know their rights, enforcement is consistent

 Need for clarity

 Need for local governments to have flexibility to go cannabis free

 Limits for use in some specific areas

 Recomending the same rules as for any other retailer

Who should oversee and manage cannabis distribution within Alberta? 

Government 
should allow 
producers to 

distribute directly 
to retail stores 

Government 
should license 

private 
distributors 

Government should oversee 
and manage all distribution 
into or within Alberta and 
retailers would purchase 
their wholesale products 

from the government 
distributor 

Don’t 
know/   

not sure/ 
no 

opinion 

Online 26% 30% 35% 8% 

Consider this statement: “Regardless of whether stores are private or publicly operated; 

services like online sales and home delivery should be allowed for cannabis”. 

Level of 
support 

Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Online 32% 16% 6% 10% 36% 

Telephone 20% 19% 8% 12% 40% 

Using Cannabis in Public 

What is your level of agreement with the following two statements? 

Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

People should be allowed to 
use cannabis in some 
spaces outside the home 

33% 

26% 

33% 

24% 

31% 

27% 

4% 

3% 

6% 

10% 

9% 

13% 

29% 

30% 

22% 

Limitations on public 
consumption should be the 
same for any form of 
cannabis (e.g., smoked, 
vaped, eaten, mixed in 
drinks, blended into lotions) 

42% 

41% 

35% 

20% 

24% 

32% 

7% 

5% 

11% 

16% 

12% 

11% 

15% 

17% 

10% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Where should public smoking (inhalation) of cannabis be allowed? 

In specially 
licensed bars or 

lounges 
In cannabis 

cafes 
In cannabis 

retail locations 
In any public 
smoking area Other 

Online 61% 63% 34% 55% 6% 

Telephone 69% 66% 40% N/A 19% 

Comments online included repeats of the options listed above, calls for complete bans in public, 

calls for no restrictions at all, calls for designated ‘sections’ at events and concerts, compassion 

club exemptions, concerns about the smell, and references to how the intoxication aspect makes 

cannabis different than tobacco. Several references to campgrounds. 

Where should public use other than smoking (e.g., eating, drinking, lotions, 

tinctures/drops) of cannabis be allowed? 

In specially licensed 
bars or lounges 

In cannabis 
cafes 

In cannabis retail 
locations 

In any 
public area Other 

Online 37% 34% 18% 49% 4% 

Telephone 75% 70% 46% N/A 19% 

Comments online included recommendations on where there should be limits to protect children 

(playgrounds, sports fields), restricting in vehicles (boats), restricting on worksites, calls for ban in 

provincial parks, calls for a complete ban, and restating options listed above. Recommendation to 

consider delayed impairment when setting rules for edibles.  

If smoking (inhalation) of cannabis is allowed in retail outlets, cafes, or lounges, what 

factors should be considered to ensure public safety? 

Appropriate 
ventilation 

Who is allowed to be in 
the location (e.g., no 

minors) 

Where these 
establishments can be 

located Other 

Online 87% 90% 56% 7% 

Comments online included need to protect workers’ rights and other patrons, recommendation to 

mimic smoking rules (no smoking inside), and need to restrict alcohol also being available. Other 

comments included concerns about others in the building becoming intoxicated from passive 

exposure, fire safety and hygiene concerns, need for training for workers to recognize over-

consumption, the need to minimize smell and need for clear signage. 

(Revised December 2017)
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Multi-family Environments 

Thinking about rules for cannabis use in buildings that may contain a mixture of private 

and shared or semi-public spaces, such as multi-family dwellings (e.g., rental properties, 

apartments, condos, and seniors' facilities), which of the following best describes your 

opinion? 

There should be special 
restrictions for where cannabis 

can be used in multi-family 
dwellings as compared to single-

family dwellings 

Do not need special 
restrictions (same 

restrictions for single-
family and multi-family 

dwellings) 

Don’t know/  
not sure/   

no opinion 

Online 61% 35% 4% 

Telephone 56% 39% 5% 

Thinking about the restrictions for public smoking or vaping of cannabis, which of the 

following best describes your opinion? Alberta needs ... 

More restrictions 
on public smoking 

or vaping of 
cannabis than we 
have on tobacco 

The same 
restrictions on 

public smoking or 
vaping of cannabis 

than we have on 
tobacco 

Fewer restrictions 
on public smoking 

or vaping of 
cannabis than we 
have on tobacco 

Don’t 
know/   

not sure/  
no opinion 

Online 46% 45% 9% 0% 

Telephone 43% 52% 5% 1% 

What are the additional restrictions that you would place on public smoking or vaping of 

cannabis? 

Responses included a need for some restrictions, calls for complete bans, need to protect minors, 

calls to manage the same as either alcohol or tobacco, need to protect neighbours, need to 

consider the smell, and need for clarity for medical use.  

(Revised December 2017)
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Should Alberta consider additional limitations to provide clarity around home-grown 

cannabis in other residential situations, such as rental properties, apartments, condos, 

and seniors' facilities? 

Definitely need 
special restrictions 
for where cannabis 

can be grown in 
multi-family 
dwellings 

Probably need 
special restrictions 
for where cannabis 

can be grown in 
multi-family 
dwellings 

Do not need special 
restrictions for 

where cannabis can 
be grown in multi-
family dwellings 

Don’t 
know/  not 
sure/ no 
opinion 

Online 52% 20% 26% 2% 

Telephone 55% 16% 28% 2%

What should the additional rules be for growing cannabis plants in rental properties and 
condos? 

Responses included landlord approval, no access by minors, calls for complete bans, calls for 
ventilation and inspections, and calls to restrict to private areas.  

Growing Cannabis at Home 

Should Alberta consider defining where cannabis can be grown on private property (e.g., 

in a secured structure versus anywhere on the property, including in the garden or yard)? 

The provincial/local government 
needs to define if the plants need 

to be secured or not 

The owner of the property 
should decide if the plants 
need to be secured or not 

Don't know/  
not sure/no 

opinion 

Online 63% 36% 1% 

Telephone 62% 37% 2% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Legal Age 

When considering the most appropriate minimum age for possession and consumption of 

cannabis, how would you rank the four objectives? (online) 

1
st

Keeping cannabis out of the hands of children and youth 

2
nd

Promoting safety on roads, in workplaces, and in public spaces 

3
rd

Protecting public health 

4
th

Limiting the illegal market for cannabis 

From the list below, which option is the most appropriate model for setting the minimum 

age for access to cannabis in Alberta? 

A national 
cannabis age 
would be best 

Alberta’s cannabis 
age should match 
our drinking and 
smoking age (18) 

Alberta’s cannabis 
age should be higher 
than our drinking and 

smoking age 

Don’t know/  
not sure/   

no opinion 

Online 17% 48% 33% 3% 

Telephone 11% 54% 34% 1% 

Intercept 17% 55% 25% 3% 

Which of the following approaches should be considered to ensure that adult users have 

the information they need to make responsible and healthy choices? 

Public 
education in 

cannabis 
stores 

Advertising 
campaigns 

Cannabis 
addiction 
supports 

Information in 
medical 
offices 

Curriculum 
in schools Other 

Online 80% 58% 57% 78% 66% 6% 

Comments online were very split between those who felt no education was needed as those who 

use know the product and those who felt education should be mandatory or would encourage 

use. Other key comments: 

 Call for more research

 Need to incorporate risk of cannabis impairment in drivers education

 Need to focus on facts, ensure information is balanced

 Use packaging, product information sheets, knowledgeable retail staff

 Create web content and information to help parents have conversations with kids

 Need for fact based information about strains, potency, difference between THC and

CBD, modes, “what to expect”, how long before you can drive, etc.

(Revised December 2017)
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Road and Workplace Safety 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Using cannabis 

impairs your ability to drive or operate a vehicle? 

Strongly 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Intercept 56% 22% 8% 6% 7% 

Keeping in mind the limitations with current tests available for cannabis impairment, 

should the province consider additional rules to discourage drug impaired driving, in 

addition to what the federal government has proposed? 

Online Telephone Intercepts 

Zero tolerance for new drivers or under 18 68% 93% 56% 

They should have their driver’s licence suspended 48% 74% 39% 

Vehicles should be taken away for a period of time 36% 71% 19% 

The province should give out tickets and fines for anyone 
who drives under the influence of cannabis, even if it isn’t 
over the federal legal limit 

36% N/A N/A 

Additional education programs should be established, but no 
additional rules 

16% N/A 15% 

No additional rules are required 8% N/A 7% 

Other 7% N/A N/A 

Comments online included concerns about testing (testing must be accurate, stays in system for 

a long time); call for harsher penalties for serial offenders; need for rules to be the same for all 

impairments; calls for zero tolerance, or at least zero tolerance until we can test for impairment; 

and need for possible exceptions for medical users. 

(Revised December 2017)
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Does the introduction of legal cannabis require more to be done to keep workers and 

workplaces safe? 

Yes, 
Definitely 

Yes, 
Probably 

No, current protections 
are adequate 

Don't know/ not sure/  
no opinion 

Online 46% 22% 27% 5% 

Telephone 50% 27% 21% 1% 

*Telephone question response levels were definitely, probably, probably not, definitely not. For

the purposes of comparison, the levels were aligned as follows: Yes, Definitely (online) = 

Definitely (phone); Yes, Probably (online) = Probably (phone); No, current protections are 

adequate (online) = Probably and Definitely not (phone). 

What changes should be made to address cannabis use in the workplace? (Online only) 
Responses included need for zero tolerance in some situations, need for more accurate tests that 
measure impairment, need for education.  

Economic Implications 

What areas, if any, of the cannabis market should Alberta actively pursue in support of 
economic development and job creation? (Online only) 
Responses included production, distribution and retail; regulation and enforcement; supporting 
businesses; health education and research.  

The tax revenue to the provincial government from cannabis sales will go up and down. 
Keeping this in mind, please rank the top three areas that you think the Alberta 
government should invest in related to cannabis. (Online only) 
1

st
Public education 

2
nd

Enforcement to discourage sales to minors 
3

rd
Impaired driving enforcement 

4
th

Mental health supports 
5

th
Research into the health impacts of cannabis use 

6
th

  Research into new impairment tests 
7

th
  Incentives to support cannabis sector related economic growth 

8
th

Addiction prevention and treatment 
9

th
Other  

(Revised December 2017)
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Cannabis Use 

During your lifetime, have you ever used cannabis for…? 

Recreational 
purposes only 

Medical 
purposes only 

Both recreational and 
medical purposes 

Never tried 
cannabis 

Telephone 39% 2% 16% 43% 

In the past 12 months, have you used cannabis? 

Yes No Prefer not to answer 

Telephone 24% 75% 1% 

In the past 12 months, have you used cannabis for...? 

Recreational 
purposes only 

Medical 
purposes 

only 

Both recreational 
and medical 

purposes 

Haven't used 
cannabis in the past 

12 months 

Telephone 12% 5% 8% 75% 

(Revised December 2017)
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PHASE TWO: OCTOBER 2017 

In the second online survey, which was open between October 4, 2017 and October 27, 2017, 

Albertans were asked to validate various elements of the draft Alberta Cannabis Framework and 

provide additional feedback on who should own and operate cannabis retail stores. A total of 

23,232 people completed the October online survey. 

The following outlines the weighted findings of the online survey, as well as findings of an 

additional telephone survey conducted in early October. In addition to the topics above, Albertans 

were asked about social acceptability of cannabis compared to alcohol and tobacco, as well as 

support for cannabis legalization generally. 

How socially acceptable do you think it is for a person to use the following substances 

occasionally? 

Completely 
acceptable 

Somewhat 
acceptable 

Somewhat 
unacceptable 

Completely 
unacceptable 

No 
opinion 

Alcohol 52% 36% 7% 4% 1% 

Smoking cannabis 

for medical purposes 59% 25% 7% 8% 1% 

Vaping cannabis for 

medical purposes 60% 24% 7% 8% 2% 

Eating cannabis for 

medical purposes 66% 22% 5% 6% 1% 

Smoking cannabis 

for non-medical 

purposes 33% 26% 16% 24% 1% 

Vaping cannabis for 

non-medical 

purposes 33% 26% 15% 24% 2% 

Eating cannabis for 

non-medical 

purposes 36% 27% 14% 21% 1% 

Tobacco 

(cigarette/cigar/snuff) 19% 28% 28% 22% 2% 

Tobacco (vaping) 23% 30% 24% 20% 2% 

(Revised December 2017)
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To what degree do you support or oppose the federal government’s decision to legalize 

cannabis? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Neither 
support nor 

oppose 
Somewhat 

oppose 
Strongly 
oppose 

Online 34% 26% 4% 11% 25% 

Telephone 33% 28% 4% 11% 25% 

General Response to the draft Alberta Cannabis 

Framework 

Considering everything you have read so far, what do you think about the Alberta 

Cannabis Framework? 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don't know/ 
No opinion 

Online 34% 43% 10% 10% 2% 

Telephone 35% 42% 9% 13% 1% 

How familiar are you with the Cannabis Framework released by the Government of 

Alberta? 

Very familiar 
Somewhat 

familiar Unfamiliar 
Don't know/ 
No opinion 

Telephone 5% 38% 56% 1% 

(Revised December 2017)
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Who Will Be Able to Use Non-Medical Cannabis in 

Alberta 

Once cannabis is legalized in July 2018, in Alberta: 

 Only those 18 years or older will be allowed to buy or use cannabis.

 Cannabis retailers will be required to ID all customers and minors will not be allowed in

cannabis stores.

 For those under 18, the province will take a zero-tolerance approach for possession and

use. Police will be able to seize small amounts of cannabis from minors, notify their parents

or guardians, and issue tickets. Possession of more than 5 grams by minors will remain a

criminal offence.

 The government will deliver public education to encourage responsible use and make people

aware of health risks.

What do you think about the above policies? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 44% 27% 10% 17% 2% 

Net level of support for each item: 

NET Support 

Only Albertans 18 years or older will be allowed to buy or use cannabis 77% 

Sanctions for possession by those under 18 88% 

ID’ing all customers and no minors in stores 92% 

Government public education to encourage responsible use 89% 

NET Support = % strongly support + 

(+ % somewhat support + % somewhat oppose + % strongly oppose) * % not concerned 

If you responded somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose, please 

indicate which part(s) you are concerned about: 

Concerned 

Not 
Concerned 

Only Albertans 18 years or older will be allowed to buy or use 
cannabis 

42% 58% 

Sanctions for possession by those under 18 23% 77% 

(Revised December 2017)
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ID’ing all customers and no minors in stores 14% 86% 

Government public education to encourage responsible use 20% 80% 

Other 39% 61% 

Of those who selected “other” concerns online, the most notable themes include: 

 Concern with possession over 5 grams being a criminal offense for minors

o Criminally-prosecuting possession for minors is seen as detrimental to overall

and longer-term social well-being (e.g., difficulties obtaining work or traveling

abroad in the future); these Albertans indicated that fines and parental

notification should be sufficient

 Concern that a legal age of 18 is too low

o as seen elsewhere throughout this engagement, Albertans who were concerned

with 18 as the minimum age suggested ages ranging from 19 to 25 based on

various research and/or social benefits

 general disagreement with legalization

How reasonable do you think the following ideas are: 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don’t know/ 
No opinion 

Starting in July 
2018, the 
minimum age for 
legally 
purchasing and 
possessing 
cannabis in 
Alberta will be 18 

33% 32% 11% 23% 1% 
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Where will Albertans be able to buy non-medical 

cannabis 

What do you think about the proposed type of store and how they will get their product? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 34% 37% 11% 14% 4% 

What do you think of the proposed delay for online cannabis sales and home delivery? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 43% 22% 12% 19% 3% 

What do you think of the province-wide conditions proposed for specialized cannabis 

stores? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 48% 30% 9% 11% 2% 
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How reasonable do you think the following ideas are: 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Albertans will be 
able to purchase 
cannabis 
products like 
dried cannabis, 
plants, oils and 
accessories only 
from specialized 
cannabis stores 

53% 29% 7% 9% 1% 

There will be 
strict government 
oversight and 
controls on 
distribution, that 
is, how legally-
produced 
cannabis gets 
from licenced 
producers to a 
specialized store 

58% 26% 5% 9% 2% 

There will be no 
online sales or 
home delivery of 
non-medical 
cannabis 
initially, but this 
will be considered 
as part of next 
steps once the 
provincial 
government is 
confident that the 
buyer’s age can 
be verified 

40% 29% 10% 19% 2% 
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Buying Non-Medical Cannabis 

Who should own and operate cannabis stores in Alberta? (online) 

Which type of cannabis store do you lean towards? (telephone) 

Private stores: 
government should set 
the rules, but licensed 
private retailers should 

run the stores 

Government stores: 
Government should 
own and operate all 

cannabis stores 
Don’t know/ not sure/   

no opinion 

Online 58% 34% 8% 

Telephone 58% 42% N/A 

Using Cannabis in Public (Medical and Non-Medical) 
What do you think about the outlined restrictions on public use? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 42% 31% 12% 13% 2% 

Net level of support for each item: 

NET Support 

Cannabis will be restricted anywhere tobacco is restricted 88% 

Cannabis will be restricted in outdoor areas frequented by children 90% 

Cannabis will be restricted on hospital grounds 91% 

Cannabis will be restricted in vehicles 90% 

Cannabis will be restricted in cannabis retail stores 87% 

Delay of cafes or lounges where cannabis consumption can be allowed 68% 

NET Support = % strongly support + 

(+ % somewhat support + % somewhat oppose + % strongly oppose) * % not concerned 
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If you responded somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose, please 

indicate which part(s) you are concerned about: 

Concerned 

Not 
Concerned 

Cannabis will be restricted anywhere tobacco is restricted 20% 80% 

Cannabis will be restricted in outdoor areas frequented by children 17% 83% 

Cannabis will be restricted on hospital grounds 17% 83% 

Cannabis will be restricted in vehicles 18% 82% 

Cannabis will be restricted in cannabis retail stores 23% 77% 

Delay of cafes or lounges where cannabis consumption can be 
allowed 

57% 43% 

Other 28% 72% 

Of those who selected “other” concerns online, the most notable themes include: 

 general opposition to any public use;

 more pointed arguments related to effects of second hand smoke, especially for children

and comments about the unpleasantness of cannabis; and

 concerns with both the initial lack of cafes and lounges and concerns that cafes and

lounges might ever be available.

How reasonable do you think the following ideas are: 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

In an effort to 
protect children 
and limit second-
hand exposure 
for all Albertans, 
public 
consumption of 
cannabis in 
Alberta will be 
restricted any 
place where 
tobacco is 
restricted, as 
well as outdoor 
areas frequented 
by children, 
hospital and 
school properties, 
and in vehicles. 

71% 17% 3% 7% 2% 
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Growing Cannabis at Home 
What do you think about the proposed restrictions on growing cannabis? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 41% 27% 12% 17% 3% 

How reasonable do you think the following ideas are: 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Under federal 
legislation, adults 
will be allowed to 
grow up to four 
cannabis plants 
per household 
for personal 
use. Alberta will 
not allow these 
plants to be 
grown outside 
the home in a 
backyard or 
garden where 
children and 
youth would have 
easy access 

45% 25% 9% 19% 2% 

Drug-Impaired Driving 
What do you think about the proposed approach to dealing with drug-impaired driving? 

Strongly 
support 

Somewhat 
support 

Somewhat 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

Online 58% 22% 8% 9% 2% 
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How reasonable do you think the following ideas are: 

Very 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
reasonable 

Somewhat 
unreasonable 

Very 
unreasonable 

Don’t know/ 
no opinion 

The government 
will introduce 
new legislation 
to keep Alberta 
roads safe from 
drug-impaired 
driving, including: 
banning cannabis 
use in vehicles, 
roadside licence 
suspensions; and 
temporarily 
seizing an 
impaired driver’s 
vehicle if they are 
found to be under 
the influence of 
drugs 

70% 15% 4% 7% 3% 

Cannabis Use 

In the past 12 months, have you used cannabis? 

Yes No Prefer not to answer 

Online 35% 63% 1% 

Telephone 24% 75% 1% 

How likely are you to use cannabis for non-medical purposes once it is legalized? 

Very 
likely 

Somewhat 
likely 

Somewhat 
unlikely 

Very 
unlikely 

Don't know/ No 
opinion 

Online 37% 7% 7% 47% 2% 

Telephone 25% 4% 7% 62% 2% 
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How will you access cannabis once it is legalized? (Select all that apply) 

Grow 
it 

Buy it the 
way you 
do now 

Definitely buy 
it from retail 

stores 

Might buy it 
from retail 

stores 

Don’t or 
won’t use 
anymore 

Prefer not 
to answer 

Online 33% 24% 50% 34% response item not 
offered 

4% 

Telephone 26% 20% 59% 34% 2% 3% 

Which of the following are reasons that you will not/might not buy cannabis from the new 
retail stores? 

Expect 
price to be 
too high 

Expect 
selection to 

be low 

Expect 
quality to 

be low 

On principle/ 
against my 

beliefs Other 
Prefer not 
to answer 

Online 69% 26% 36% 7% 24% 5% 

Telephone 50% 15% 26% 18% 18% 8% 




