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Hello:

Every four years, information is collected about the recreation activities of
Albertans. Information collected is used by the province, the municipalities and
private firms who do work on behalf of public groups to plan recreation, parks
and leisure services. Your participation in this survey is voluntary but

your response is very important, as we don't send out many questionnaires.

Most of the questions are easy to answer. Just fill in the boxes, circle the
numbers, or write in a few words. If there are any questions you prefer not to
answer, you may leave them blank. Individual responses will be kept
confidential. Your answers will be combined with those of other Albertans and
the results will be used for planning purposes.

Please spend a few minutes to complete the questionnaire and return it within
two weeks of receiving it. For your convenience, a prepaid return envelope is
enclosed.

The collection of this information is in accordance with section 32 of the
Freedom of Information and Frotection or Frivacy Act.

Thank you for your help.

2000 Alberta Recreation Survey

Survey Partners:
Alberta Community Development
Alberta Centre for Well-Being

Alberta Environment %@ O/MW

City of Calgary

City of Edmonton R\ e \
City of Lethbridge Q&“@@ e
City of Red Deer CALGARY
PARKS & RECREATION
Advenine 1>

Aberia

ENVIRONMENT

Alberta
Centre

for
Well-Being

803 Standard Life Centre
10405 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta

T5) 4R7

For more information please call (780) 427-6549
(Dial the RITE line at 310-0000 anywhere in Alberta
to call toll-free)

2000 Alberta Recreation Survey ( >




Who Should Answer Our Questions?

Please give the survey to the ADULT who will NEXT HAVE A BIRTHDAY and
have that person complete the survey.

1. (@) Please indicate the Number Of People in your household who took part in
each of the following leisure or recreational activities during the PAST 12
MONTHS. In the last column, please indicate whether YOU personally
took part in that activity.

Number of Did you personally
People take part
(including (please check
yourself) those that apply)

WalkingforPleasure . ... ... oL
Picnicking (withinacity) . ...............
Picnicking (inthecountryside) .. ...........
Swimming (npooks) ...
Swimming (inlakes, rivers, ponds, etc.) ... .. ..
JudoMarate ...
WeightTraning .. .. ..................
AerobicsFimess/Aquasize ... ...
JoggngRuning ... L
Trathlon .. ... ...
TrackandFeld ........... ..
Gymnastics ..o
TabeTennis ..o
Badminton ... ..o
Racquetoal ... ... .
Squash ...

lceSkating (nothockey) ... ..o
InfineSkating ... ...
Skateboarding ...
Bodng ... o
MountainBking (offroad) . ..............
BMXRadng .. .......... ...
Cuing ...

OO00O000000O000000O000000O0000O00000



Number of Did you personally

People take part
(including (please check
yourself) those that apply)

Basketbal .. ... - O
Olyoal e O
SoftcallBasebal ... ... ..o N O
Foottal .. - O
ROD oo e O
SO oo N O
BowingLawnBoning . ... ... ... - O
Goff (otherthandriving range

ormingot) L. . O
TobogganingSedding ... .. . D
CrosscountrySKing ... .. ... _ O
DOANNISKING - -+ oo e O
Sowboerdng ... . O
Canceng . ... L O
SANG o e O
RverRafing .......... ... .. .. . O
SalboardingMindsurfing . ... ... L O
MotorBoating . ........ .. ... ... . O
WaterSKing ... ..o . O
OvemightBackpacking . ... ............. _ O
OvemightCamping ... ... ... ... . D
MountainCimbing ... .. ... . O
DayHKNG . ..o oo - O
Otenteering ... ..o . O
Browatchng .......... ... . O
Horseback Riding/TralRidng .. ........... o O
Fshing ..o . O
Hiing ... o D
Shoating (Trap/Skeet/Target) .. ............ L O
Athery oo . O
Snowmading ... . O
Motorized Trail Biking (i.e..dirtbiking) ... .. .. o D
Motocross ... o D
ATV/off Road Vehidles .. ... ........... .. o O
Gadening ... O



Number of Did you personally

People take part
(including (please check
yourself) those that apply)
Visting a museurn, live theatre,
artgallery efc. (notmovies) ... ... D
Daing a craftor hobby (photography,
woodwork, sewing.etc) ...

Taking part in drama, music (singing

orplaying), drawing, writing. etc. .. .. ... ..
Dancing (social, folk, ballet, jazz,etc) . .......
Aftendingeducationalcourses .. ... ... ... ..
Playingbingo, casines, etc. . ... ... ... ... L.
Playing video, computer or electronic

GAMES o
Attendingasportseventasaspectator .. ... ..

Attendingafairorfestival . ..............
Other (leasespecfy) ...
Other (pleasespectfy) .

O0O000O00 O0O00d

1. (b) Wvalking for pleasure is an important recreational activity. This question
breaks down this activity into several types of walking. Please answer
this question according to the instructions given in question 1 (a).

Number of Did you personally
People take part

(including (please check
yourself) those that apply)

Walking as transportation towork
andelsewhere ...

Walkingapet ... .
Walkingontrails .. ............ ... . ...
Walkingonstreets . ... L
Other (please specify)

O O0O00d




1. (c) Cycling is a popular recreational activity. This question breaks down this
activity into several types of cycling. Please answer this question according
to the instructions given for question 1 (a).

Number of Did you personally
People take part
(including (please check
yourself) those that apply)
Cyclingastransportation . ............... o D
Longdistancebicycletouring ... .. ... ... o D
Cycingontrails . ............ ... ..., . O
Cycingonstreets ... ... L O
Mountain bikeriding on
challengingterrain ... ... ... o D
Other (please specify)

..... O

Please answer the following questions about the way YOU spend
your leisure time.Your answers will help us learn more about the
leisure or recreational activities of Albertans.

2. (a) Please LIST your three (3) favorite leisure or recreational activities and
indicate how many times you participated in EACH activity during the
PAST 12 MONTHS.

Activities Number of Times you Participated in the
Past 12 Months

lto2 3to5 6tol0 1l1to30 3|1 to50 51+
times

O O 0O 0O 0O 0O

Favorite

2" Favorite

O O O O 0O 0O

3" Favorite

O O 0O 0O 0O 0O




2. (b) People have many reasons for taking part in leisure activities. Based on
your favorite leisure activity, how IMPORTANT are EACH of the
following reasons to you? (Please circle ONE number for EACH.)

I
3

Not Important 2 = Somewhat Important
Important 4 =Very Important

Tocompetewithothers .. ..................
Becauselamgoodatit ............ ... ...
Toshowotherslcandoit . ........... ... ...
Toimprovemyskilsorknowledge ... ...... ...
Toleamnewskilsandabilities .. .............
Forachalenge .. .......... ... . L
Forexdtement . ............ ... ... ...
Tokeepbusy ...
Tohepmycommunty .. ...
Tobecretive ... ...
Forphysicalheatthorexercise ... .......... ...
Tobewithmyfamily ............... ... ..
Todothingswithmyfriends .. ..............
Tomeetnewpeople .. ...
Tordax ...
Forpleasure ... ...
Todosomething differentfromwork .. ...... ...
Toenjoynature . ...
Tobedone ... ... ...

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
Tobeawayfrommyfamily .............. ... 1

DO DO DN DD DNDDNDDNDDNDNDDNDNDDNDDNDDNDDND NN DN DN DD
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3. (@) Is there any leisure or recreational activity that you DO NOT take part
in now, but you WOULD LIKE to start doing regularly? (Please check
ONE box only.)

O No  Go to question 4 (a), page 8
D Yes  Please continue

3. (b) Please specify which leisure or recreational activity you would MOST
LIKE TO START. (Name ONE activity only.)

Activity:




3. (0)

4. (a)

4. (b)

People have many reasons for NOT taking part in a leisure or
recreational activity. Based on the activity you listed in question 3 (b),
how IMPORTANT are EACH of the following reasons for not starting
this activity. (Please circle ONE number for EACH.)

| = Not Important 2 = Somewhat Important
3 = Important 4 =Very Important

Admissionfees or other charges
forfaciitiesorprograms . ................ 1 2 3 4

The cost (rental or purchase) of
equipment, materialandsupplies ... ... ... ... 1 2 3 4

The recreational facilities or areas
aeovercronded L. 1 2 3 4

The recreational facilities or areas
arepoorlykeptormaintained .. ... ... ... 1 2 3 4

[don'tknowwherel cantake partin
thisactivity . ........ ... ... .. ... ... 1 2 3 4

Thereisnoopportunitytodoit
nearmyhome .. ...

Thecostoftransportation . .............. ...
Lackoftransportation .. .. ......... ... ...
Toobusywithmyfamly . ............ ... ...
Toobugywithmywork .. ... .. ...
[don'thavethephysicalabilities . ... ..........
lamphysically unabletotakepart .............
lamnotateaseinsocial situations .. ... ... .. ..

The recreational facilities are not
physically convenienttouse ... ... ... ... 1 2 3 4

DD DD DD DNDDNDDND DD
W w w w w w w w
A A DM DMDMDMDMND

In 1998, Health Canada released Canada’s Physical Activity Guide to
Healthy Active Living. Are you aware of this guide?

D No Go to question 5 (a), page 9

D Yes Please continue

Have you used the guide?

D Yes
D No



5. (a) Have you done volunteer work connected with culture, recreation,
sports or parks in the PAST 12 MONTHS?
(Please check ONE only,)

O
O

No Go to question 6, page 10

Yes Please continue

5. (b) With what kind of group did you work as a volunteer? (Please check
ALL boxes that apply.)

O OO0O0O0O00O00O00000

Conservation, parks, ecology. etc.
Community league or association

Youth group (Scouts, Guides, Cadets, etc.)
School

Church

Cultural group

Service club

Local sport team or club

Recreation or parks board

Special sport/recreation event
(tournaments, Regional Games, etc.)

Other, please specify:

5. (c) What job(s) did you do as a volunteer? (Please check ALL boxes that

apply.)

O
O
O
O
O

Executive (President, Secretary, etc.)
Committee member

Coach, Manager or Instructor
Volunteer worker

Other, please specify:

5. (d) How many hours in an average week did you spend doing volunteer
work during the PAST 12 MONTHS?
(Please check ONE box only.)

D 1 — 5 hours D 6 — 10 hours
D 11 — 15 hours D more than 15 hours



We would like to know your opinions on the following questions.
Your answers will help us plan better recreation, parks and leisure
services to meet your needs.

e.

7. (a)

Recreation and parks can provide benefits to communities. Below are a
few benefits that some Albertans feel they receive from having
recreation in their community. For each benefit, please rate how
important you think they are.

I = Not Important 2 = Somewhat Important
3 = Important 4 =Very Important

Recreation and parks facilities and
servicesimprovequalityofife. .. ......... .. 1 2 3 4

Recreation provides opportunities for
childrenandyouthtotake partina

varietyofactivities. ... 1 2 3 4
Recreation provides opportunities for

famiiestospendtimetogether. ... .......... 1 2 3 4
Recreation creates partnershipsand

renewscommuntyspirt. . ... ... 1 2 3 4
Recreation provides opportunities for

peopleto contribute totheir

communiiesinmanyways. .. ... 1 2 3 4
Recreation and parks contributetothe

economyofacommunity. .. ... ... 1 2 3 4

Parks and open spaces preserves
Alberta’s landscapes, plants
andanimals. ... 1 2 3 4

On the average, Albertans pay about $103.00 per person per year on
municipal recreation and parks services. The amount you actually pay
may be mare or less, but $103.00 is the average. Do you feel your
recreation and park services are worth $103.00 per person each year?

D The amount is too low. (Go to question 7 (c), page 11)
D The amount is reasonable (Go to question 7 (c) , page 11)
D The amount is too high (Go to question 7 (b))

If you think the amount is too high, how much would you allocate per
person per year?



How should recreation services and public parks be supported?

D Mainly through taxes
D Mainly through fees for users
D Through a combination of taxes and user fees

O Other, please specify:

Did you visit an Alberta Provincial Park in the last 12 months? Provincial
parks are managed by the provincial government and NOT managed by
municipal or federal agencies.

D No Go to question 8 (d)
D Yes Please continue
D Don’t Know Please continue

Which Alberta Provincial Parks did you visit?

Which of the following information sources did you use? (Please check
ALL boxes that apply).

Internet

Publications

Travel Alberta’s 1-800 toll free line
Recommendations from others
Visitor Information Centres

Alberta Parks and Protected Area offices

OOO0O0o0o0oa0

Other, please specify:




8. (d) The following is a list of reasons why you might not have visited an
Alberta Provincial Park during the last 12 months. For each one,
please indicate how important each is in your decision not to visit an
Alberta Provincial Park during the past 12 months. (Please circle ONE
number for EACH).

| = Not Important 2 = Somewhat Important
3 = Important 4 =Very Important

Lack oftime (i.e., family responsibilities
orworkcommiments) . ... 1 2
Not interested in outdoor recreation
actvitiesorparks .. ...
Parksaretoocrowded .. ... ...
Poorheatth .. ... ...

w
IS
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Prefer National Parks (e.g., Banff

orJasperNationalPark) ................. 1
Prefer municipal parks

(ie..neighbournoodorcitypark) ... ... ...
Prefer private parks/campgrounds ... ... ... ...
Prefercampinginundevelopedareas .. ... ... ..
Fearof crime, safetyandsecurty ... ... .. ...
Lackofinformation .. ... L
Unawareof opportunitiesinparks ... ........ ..
Parksaretoofaraway . ......... ... ... ...
Costsofcampingaretoohigh .. ... ... ...
Transportation and equipment costs

aretoomuch ... 1
‘Toomanyrestrictiveregulations .. ... ... ... 1 2
Private sector operation of provincial

parkscampgrounds ... 1
Facilitiesare pooriy keptormaintained .. ... ... .. 1
Lack of interpretative programs

orfaciiies ... ...
lackofRVeampsites .. ... o
Lack of handicapped accessiblefaclities ... ... .. ..
lackofthingstodo .. ... oo
Others, please specify

Do
w
N
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9. (@) In your opinion, should the following activities or services be allowed in
provincial parks? (Please circle ONE number for EACH.)

Yes No No
Opinion

Accommodations facilities:
Privatecottages ... ... ... 1 2 3
Primitiverentalcabins . ... ... ... L 1 2 3
Hostelsordormitories .. ... L 1 2 3
Hotelsormotels . ... 1 2 3
Resorts ... ..o 1 2 3
Sport and recreation facilities:
Courts (tennis, volleyball, basketball, etc.) .. ...... ... 1 2 3
Playingfields (baseball. soccer.etc.) ... ... ... 1 2 3
Goffcourses ... ... 1 2 3
Downhilskiareas . ...................... 1 2 3
Cross-countryskitrails .. ......... ... ... .. 1 2 3
Service facilities:
Grocerystoresandlaundromats .. ... ... 1 2 3
Restaurantsorlounges ... oL 1 2 3
Gasstations .. ... ... 1 2 3
Outdoor activities:
Huning . ... ... 1 2 3
Snowmadling ... 1 2 3
Horserentals .. ... ... ... ... .. ..... 1 2 3
Motorized off-road vehicles (ie.,quads) ... ..... .. 1 2 3
Mountanbking . ... ... 1 2 3

9. (b) In your opinion, should the following activities or services be allowed
in municipal parks and recreation areas?
(Please circle ONE number for EACH.)

Yes No No
Opinion

Accommodation facilities:
Tentsandcampgrounds ... ... 1 2 3
Hostelsanddormitories .. ... ... ... ... 1 2 3
Sport and recreation facilities:
Courts (tennis, volleyball, basketball etc) .. ... .. .. 1 2 3
Playingfields (baseball. soccer.etc.) ... ... ... 1 2 3
Goffcourses .. ... 1 2 3
Downhilskiareas . ...................... 1 2 3
Cross-countryskitrails .. ......... ... ... .. 1 2 3



Yes No No

Opinion

Service facilities:

Picnicareas ... .. ... ... ... . 1 2 3
Restaurantsorsnackbars ... ... ... ... .. 1 2 3
Outdoor activities:

Shonmobling .. 1 2 3
Horserentals .. ......... ... ... .. .. .. ... 1 2 3
Motorized off-road vehicles (le., quads) ... ....... 1 2 3
Mountanbking . ... ... 1 2 3

This part of the survey requests general information about you
and the other people who live in your household.
All replies will be held in the strictest confidence.

10. What is your gender?

D Male
D Female

1. What year were you born?

12. What is the HIGHEST level of education YOU have completed? (Please
check ONE box only.)

O Elementary, Junior or Senior High School
D Technical or vocational program

O College

D University

D Other, please describe:

13. (a) In what village, town or city do you live?

Please specify:

13. (b) If you live on a farm or acreage, to what village, town or city is your
mail addressed?

Please specify:

14. Which of the following best describes your household?
(Please check ONE box only.)

D Couple with no children
D Couple with children



Single person
Single parent family
Two or more unrelated single adults

Two or more related adults

OOO00O0

Other, please describe:

15. How many members of your household are in the following age
groups? Please specify the NUMBER OF PEOPLE in each AGE
GROUP. (DO NOT forget to include yourself.)

HowMany?
UnderSyearsofage ....................

from509 ...

om201029 .. ...
rom301049 ... ...
rom20to64 ...

Eoyearsandover ... ...

16. (a) How many people from your household received an income during the
PAST 12 MONTHS?

Please specify the NUMBER OF PEOPLE

16. (b) Approximately, what was the TOTAL AMOUNT OF INCOME that you
and members of your household received during the PAST 12
MONTHS? (Please check ONE box only.)

lssthan$10000 ... ...
SI000110530000 ..o
S000110550000 ...
SE00010S70000 ...
S00011050000 ...
S000Tormore ...

OO0O000Oa0



17. (a) In order to determine if recreation participants reflect the cultural
diversity of Alberta, please check which background applies to you:

O
O

O

000

Aboriginal

Arab/West Asian

(e.g. Armenian,
Egyptian, Iranian,
Lebanese, Moroccan)

Black (e.g. African,
Haitian, Jamaican,
Somali)

White
Chinese

Filipino

Ooooan

O

Japanese
Korean
Latin American

South East Asian
(e.g. Cambodian,
Indonesian, Laotian,
Vietnamese)

South Asian
(e.g. East Indian,
Pakistani, Punjabi,
Sri Lankan)

Other:

17. (b) Please provide us with the language(s) you speak with your family at
home:

OO00O00000

Arabic
Chinese
Cree
Dutch
English

French

OO00O00000

German

Greek
Hindi
Hungarian
[talian
Japanese
Korean

Polish

Portuguese
Punjabi
Spanish
Tagalog
Ukrainian

Vietnamese

cooooOoo

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about parks and recreation? If
S0, please use this space for that purpose.

Thank you very much for your assistance in answering and returning this
questionnaire. Please remember that the envelope enclosed does not require

postage.

If you would like us to send you a summary of the results, write your name
and address on the back of the return envelope. We will make sure that you

get a copy.

6



