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RECOMMENDED 
PRACTICES

PART HIGHWAY SIGNS

SECTION MISCELLANEOUS SIGNS

SUB-SECTION COMMUNITY INFORMATION

General

Welcome signs are installed at the entrance 
to a municipality or community to assist in the 
promotion of the municipality or community. 
Welcome signs have a unique design and 
display a welcome message for travelers
entering the community.

The sign structure is often accompanied by 
attractive landscaping which may include 
flowerbeds arranged to display a community 
message.

Standard

Welcome signs are custom designed signs 
consisting of one large panel containing a text 
message and a support structure.

The signs are allowed to display a simple 
message containing the following:

“Welcome” message,

the name and a symbol or logo of the
urban or rural municipality, or the
community.

The sign may also display information about 
the population of the community or 
municipality.

Advertising products and services or 
displaying other information about a 
municipality or community, such as 
website address or business phone 
numbers, will not be allowed on the 
Welcome sign.

The sign and surrounding landscape should 
have a simple and aesthetically pleasing 
design to give motorists a lasting impression 
of the municipality or community ahead. Use 
of excessively large structures is usually 
discouraged, as it may be overwhelming to 
motorists.

When designing the landscaping for a 
Welcome sign, one should consider using 
small plants. Bushes, fences or other large 
decorative elements in the vicinity of a 
Welcome sign will not be allowed as they 
may pose a hazard to an errant vehicle.

Welcome signs are limited to a maximum size 
of 20 square metres, with a maximum height 
of 4 metres.

Eligibility

All existing rural and urban municipalities in 
Alberta are eligible for a Welcome sign.

Guidelines for Placement

Welcome signs may be installed within the 
highway right-of-way at the entrance to the 
municipality or community. One sign will be 
permitted on each highway entrance for the 
inbound direction to the community.

Welcome signs should be installed outside 
the clear zone, preferably within a backslope 
area at the fence line. 
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References to Standards

Highway 
Geometric Design 
Guide

Table C5.2a, Clear 
Zone Distances

Recommended 
Practices 
Section: General

General Provisions for 
Installing Private 
Signs within the 
Highway Right-of-Way


