Income and Assets AiSH

Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped

How does AISH treat income?

When determining eligibility or level of benefits, AISH considers all income that is reportable to the
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) by the applicant, client and their cohabiting partner. In addition to
the income reportable to the CRA, the following types of income will also be used to determine AISH
eligibility or the level of the living allowance:

+ Tax-exempt employment or self-employment income of a Treaty Indian;
* Pension income of a Treaty Indian;

» Value of support provided by a sponsor of an immigrant; and

+ Trust incomedeemed payable tora beneficiary of @ trust.

Depending on'the type of income, allowable deductions and appropriate’/AISH exemptions are applied
to determine your total netincome.

Are there different types of income exemptions?
Yes, different types of income exemptions apply:depending on.the:typerofincome and who earned it.

Passive Business Income

Examples of passive business income include interest, investment, and rental income. This type of income
receives a partial income exemption. This means only part of this income is counted when calculating the
monthly AISH living allowance. The partial exemption varies depending on whether the applicant or client
is single, has a cohabiting partner or has a dependent child.

Pension Income

The applicant’s or client’s pension income is not exempt and is deducted dollar for dollar from the AISH
living allowance. Some examples include money received from income replacement or pension programs
such as Employment Insurance, Canada Pension Plan Disability or Workers’ Compensation Benefits. A
cohabiting partner’s pension income is provided a partial income exemption.

Employment and Self~Employment Income

Employment and self-employment income receive a partial income exemption. The partial exemption varies
depending on whether the applicant or client is single, has a cohabiting partner or has a dependent child.
Employment income also includes severance pay and training allowance. Examples of self-employment
income include farming and business income. For more information, see the Employment Income Tip Sheet.

Find out more about the Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped \A/tb’mn

Program at humanservices.alberta.ca/aish, or call Alberta Supports

at 780-644-9992 in Edmonton or 1-877-644-9992 from other areas. CRUCHATIEAL
You can also call 310-0000 to be connected to an AISH office. DS1486 (2014/02)




Income and Assets AiSH

Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped

Fully Exempt Income
Fully exempt income is not counted when calculating the AISH living allowance. An example is income
received by or for the benefit of a dependent child, or cash gifts.

When do I report income?

AISH, in consultation with the client, decides the most appropriate reporting period (monthly, quarterly or
annually) based on certain criteria. Clients may ask to report their income more frequently. However, they
cannot report less frequently than decided with AISH.

Can I have.assets and still receive AISH?

Yes. AISH classifies assets as leither exempt (not counted) or non-exempt«(counted)..Some examples of
exempt assets that.are not counted include aprincipal residenceya vehicle, a second.véhicle adapted for
the disability, clothing and reasonable household items.

Cash, investments and bonds are.a few examples of non-exempt assets that are counted. As a program
eligibility requirement, the total value of,all non-exempt assets owned by an.applicant, client, and their
cohabiting partner must not'exceed $100,000. The non-exempt asset limit for Personal Benefits and the
Child Benefit is $3,000, except in situations of financial hardship.

What if I have a trust?

A trust is a legal arrangement to manage property for the benefit of others. Families occasionally use
trusts to plan for the future financial well-being of persons with disabilities. Income from a trust, and the
market value of assets held in trust, may be considered as income and/or assets for AISH purposes.

Due to the varied nature of trust documents, the AISH program must review each trust on an individual
basis to determine how the provisions of the trust will be considered. This is often done in consultation
with the Ministry’s legal counsel, and a determination is then provided to the AISH applicant or client.

What else can help me plan financially for the future?

In addition to the exempt assets listed above, a Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP) can help
persons with disabilities, their family or others save for long-term financial security. RDSPs are made up
of contributions and government grants/bonds and will result in future payments to beneficiaries. AISH
exempts RDSPs as assets and fully exempts RDSP payments as income. Information about RDSPs is
available through Service Canada at 1-800-622-6232 or www.servicecanada.gc.ca.
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