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Ammonite Exploration/Mining Historical Resources Act 

Exemption and Compliance 
 
PURPOSE: To identify the process and requirements by which proponents can obtain a 
Historical Resources Act Exemption to conduct ammonite exploration/mining in the 
Province of Alberta.  
 
 
SCOPE: Ammonite exploration/mining proponents.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: The regulatory process for the recovery of ammonite shell is jointly 
administered by Alberta Energy (AE) and Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of 
Women (CMSW). Ammonite shell is administered by AE as a mineral under the Mines 
and Minerals Act (R.S.A 2000, Chapter M-17) and the Ammonite Shell Regulation (A.R. 
152/2004). Ammonite shell is administered by CMSW as a historic resource under the 
Historical Resources Act (R.S.A 2000, Chapter H-9) and the Historical Resources Act 
Dispositions (Ministerial) Regulation (101/1998). 
 
Alberta Energy (AE) Requirements  
 
An Ammonite Shell Agreement is required on lands with Crown mineral title. Under the 
Ammonite Shell Regulation, AE issues an Ammonite Shell Agreement, which grants the 
exclusive right to explore for and recover ammonite shell from the specified lands. As of 
July 14, 2004, when the Ammonite Shell Regulation came into effect, AE will issue 
Ammonite Shell Agreements only for lands where the minerals are owned by the 
Alberta Crown. Ammonite Shell Agreements are no longer required for lands with 
Freehold mineral title.1  
 
In accordance with Section 6(a) of the Ammonite Shell Regulation, the holder of the 
Ammonite Shell Agreement must make an application under Section 30(1) of the 
Historical Resources Act for a Historical Resources Act Exemption for the location 
covered by the agreement within four months of receiving the agreement. The Historical 
Resources Act Exemption must be held for the duration of the agreement. The 
Ammonite Shell Agreement may be cancelled by AE if the holder contravenes this 

                                                           
1 Further details on AE’s regulatory process for issuing Ammonite Shell Agreements can be accessed at the AE 
website https://www.alberta.ca/minerals-ammonite-shell-tool-kit.aspx. 

http://www.alberta.ca/heritage-conservation-protection.aspx
http://www.alberta.ca/heritage-conservation-protection.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/minerals-ammonite-shell-tool-kit.aspx
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regulation or breaches any condition of the agreement. For information on Ammonite 
Shell agreement requirements and conditions please contact Coal and Mineral 
Development at CMD.Energy@gov.ab.ca.  
 
Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women (CMSW) Requirements 
 
The commercial exploitation of ammonite shell was enabled under the Historical 
Resources Act through the passage of the Dispositions (Ministerial) Regulation. Under 
the Dispositions (Ministerial) Regulation, CMSW is required to issue both a Historical 
Resources Act Exemption and a Dispositions Certificate. This is required regardless of 
whether the ammonite shell is located on lands with a Freehold mineral title or Crown 
mineral title. 
 

1. Historical Resources Act Exemption - In accordance with Section 30(2) of the 
Historical Resources Act, a Historical Resources Act Exemption may be issued 
to a person for the purpose of exploring/mining for ammonite shell. A Historical 
Resources Act Exemption is required for any exploration or mining activity 
associated with the acquisition of ammonite shell. 

 
Ammonite is considered by Indigenous people to be a sacred material (iniskim). 
As such, restrictions on ammonite shell exploration/mining may be imposed if 
Section 30(2) Exemptions are being sought for locations where Indigenous 
people traditionally collect iniskim. 

 
2. Disposition Certificate - Title to ammonite shell, as a palaeontological resource, 

remains vested in the Crown in right of Alberta until title is transferred by CMSW 
through the issuance of a Disposition Certificate. Title to ammonite shell will not 
be transferred if CMSW determines that the ammonite shell has scientific value, 
or is of sufficient quality for display purposes. 

 
 
PROCEDURES: 
 
I. Application for an Historical Resources Act Exemption 

 
1. If the project area is located on lands that have Crown mineral title, an 

Ammonite Shell Agreement must be acquired from AE before a Historical 
Resources Act Exemption will be issued.  
 

2. If the project area is located on lands with only Freehold mineral title, an 
Ammonite Shell Agreement is not required; however, the proponent must apply 
for a Historical Resources Act Exemption.  

 
Proponents must apply for the Historical Resources Act Exemption through the 
submission of a Historic Resources (HR) Application to CMSW’s Online Permitting and 

mailto:CMD.Energy@gov.ab.ca
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Approval system (OPaC).2 The HR application must provide details of the project 
footprint with a legal description of the lands (including a map) and a description of the 
anticipated impacts (e.g., hand tools or mechanized equipment) and scheduling. If 
possible, the application should be accompanied by formal development plans and GIS 
shapefiles. If the application involves mechanized equipment, a detailed description of 
the activities planned, lands to be impacted, and a detailed map of the proposed mine 
or excavation area are required. If an Ammonite Shell Agreement has been issued by 
AE, a copy of that Agreement (with appendix) must be attached to the application. 
 
If the application is for the renewal of a Historical Resources Act Exemption, the HR 
application must provide a description of how the lands covered by the current 
Ammonite Shell Agreement and/or Historical Resources Act Exemption application have 
been changed from those described in the previous Ammonite Shell Agreement and/or 
Historical Resources Act Exemption. A list of the lands added and/or removed must be 
included.  
 
Once an HR application has been received it will be reviewed by CMSW to assess the 
potential of the ammonite shell exploration/mining activities to impact significant historic 
resources. Historic resources may include archaeological and palaeontological sites, 
Indigenous traditional use sites of a historic resources nature, and historic sites and 
structures. Lands that contain, or are likely to contain, significant historic resources may 
require a Historic Resources Impact Assessment 3 (HRIA) prior to the onset of project 
activities. If required, this direction will be communicated in CMSW’s response to the 
application. A HRIA must be conducted by a qualified historic resources consultant on 
behalf of the proponent at the proponent’s expense. 
 
Types of Historical Resources Act Exemptions 
 
Two types of Historical Resources Act Exemptions may be issued: 
 

1. Hand Tools 
 
Initially, many proponents will undertake ammonite shell exploration using hand tools 
and will not have any specific plans to use mechanized equipment. Where this is 
planned, the applicant can apply for a general Exemption that permits the exemption 
holder to collect ammonite shell using hand tools within the lands listed in the 
application.  
 
Most applications for a Historical Resources Act Exemption for hand tool explorations 
will not require the completion of a HRIA prior to ammonite shell collection, since 
                                                           
2 Information regarding Historic Resource Applications and the OPaC system can be found at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/online-permitting-clearance.aspx. 
 

3 Information about the Historic Resources Impact Assessment process can be found at 
https://www.alberta.ca/historic-resource-impact-assessment.aspx. 

http://www.opac.alberta.ca/
https://www.alberta.ca/historic-resource-impact-assessment.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/online-permitting-clearance.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/historic-resource-impact-assessment.aspx
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surface impacts are usually localized and minimal; however, avoidance of impacts 
within the boundaries of any recorded historic resources site will likely be required. 
 

2. Mechanized Equipment 
 
Where the use of mechanized equipment is planned for the mining of ammonite shell, it 
is more likely that a HRIA will be required prior to the issuance of a Historical Resources 
Act Exemption for ammonite shell exploration/mining. This requirement is typically 
related to larger-scale ground disturbing impacts that will occur, combined with the fact 
that many of the areas where ammonite shell is found are considered to be areas of 
high historic resources site potential. Exceptions to this HRIA requirement may be made 
in cases where existing surface materials leases are mined for ammonite subsequent to 
the completion of aggregate mining. These projects are reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
Schedule of Conditions  
 
A Schedule of Conditions will be attached to each HRA Exemption. Failure to abide by 
these conditions may lead to the cancellation of the Exemption.4 
 
The Schedule of Conditions will include an expiry date for the Historical Resources Act 
Exemption. A new Historical Resources Act Exemption for hand tool exploration of 
ammonite shell is typically issued for a period of 15 years. In cases where AE has 
issued an Ammonite Shell Agreement, the expiration date of the Historical Resources 
Act Exemption for hand tools will be the same as the expiration date of the Ammonite 
Shell Agreement. All Historical Resources Act Exemptions for mechanized equipment 
will be issued for 5 years. Renewals are typically issued for a period of 5 years. 
 
It is important to note the expiry date of the Historical Resources Act Exemption. If the 
Exemption has expired ammonite shell exploration/mining must not occur. 
  
 
II. Application for a Disposition Certificate 
 
The final step in the ammonite shell regulatory process is the issuance of a Disposition 
Certificate, which transfers ownership of the resource from the Crown to the proponent. 
A Disposition Certificate can be issued if the Minister of CMSW is satisfied that the 
ammonite shell does not have scientific value or is not of sufficient quality for display 
purposes. If a proponent does not receive a Disposition Certificate, the title to the 
ammonite shell remains vested in the Crown in the right of Alberta under Section 32(1) 
of the Historical Resources Act. Under this circumstance, it would be unlawful to alter, 
sell or dispose of this historic resource in any manner. 

                                                           
4 It is important to note that, pursuant to Section 31 of the Historical Resources Act, should any historic resources be 
encountered, such as archaeological, paleontological (other than ammonite), historic structures, or Indigenous 
Traditional Use sites, CMSW must be contacted immediately for direction on the most appropriate action. 
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The process for obtaining a Disposition Certificate for ammonite shell from CMSW 
begins with the submission by mail of a completed application for Disposition of 
Palaeontological Resources (attached) to the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology, 
which administers this part of the program. A unique number must be assigned to each 
specimen. The recommended format for specimen numbers is the applicant’s initials 
and a number (e.g. AB-1, AB-2, etc.). Clear photographs of the specimens, labeled with 
their unique specimen numbers, must accompany the application. All complete or well-
preserved specimens should be photographed independently. Partial specimens can be 
photographed in groups, so long as each specimen can be easily distinguished. Officials 
at the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology will review the specimens to determine if 
any will be retained or if closer examination is required before approval is given. 
 
 
For further information regarding the Ammonite HRA Exemption Program please 
contact: 
 
George Chalut 
Land Use Planner 
Historic Resources Management Branch, 
Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women 
 
 
For further information regarding the application for Disposition of Palaeontological 
Resources please contact: 
 
Dan Spivak 
Head, Resource Management 
Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology  
Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women 
 
 

APPROVED BY: Darryl Bereziuk, Director, Archaeological Survey, CMSW 
 
Date: May 6, 2019 
 
 

https://www.alberta.ca/albertaFiles/includes/DirectorySearch/browse_view.cfm?txtSearch=george%20chalut&item=53190&x=0#53190
https://www.alberta.ca/albertaFiles/includes/DirectorySearch/browse_view.cfm?txtSearch=dan%20spivak&item=43690&x=0#43690


      APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATE  
HISTORICAL RESOURCES ACT                                   OR DISPOSITION OF A PALAEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCE           
  

 
I,               
 (Given Name)    (Initial)    (Surname) 

 
              
 (Address or Box No.)   (City)   (Province)   (Postal Code) 

 
              
 (Phone Number)     (E-mail address)      

 
HEREBY APPLY TO THE MINISTER FOR: 

 
  a Certificate confirming that property in the palaeontological resource described below is not vested in Her Majesty 

the Queen in Right of Alberta, pursuant to section 2 of the Dispositions (Ministerial) Regulation and I confirm that this 
palaeontological resource was collected before July 5, 1978.   

 
  
SWORN before me this    day of                                      , 20  
 
 
    _____                
    Applicant’s Signature A Commissioner for Oaths  Notary Public (for applicants  
 in and for the Province of Alberta outside the province of Alberta) 
 

OR 
 

  a transfer of ownership of the palaeontological resource described below, pursuant to section 3 of the Dispositions 
(Ministerial) Regulation, from Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Alberta  to  

                                                                       
    (Individual, company or institution) 

 
I have an HRA Exemption No.:                       (if applicable) 
 
 
Type and quantity of palaeontological resource (attach photographs):       
   
              
         (Attach extra sheets if necessary) 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the palaeontological resource was collected at    
 
              
 (Include county or district, nearest city, town, village or hamlet; and legal description) 

 
 
Applicant’s Signature         Date       
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
Date Received      File Number     Application Number           
 
Collection examined by:             
 
Comments (attach sheets if necessary):           
 
              
 
 APPLICATION APPROVED  
 

 APPLICATION DENIED 
 
 
 
              
Assistant Deputy Minister, Heritage Division      Date 


