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M.1 STANDARD SUBNATIONAL CONSERVATION STATUS RANKS 
Rank Definition 

SX 
 Taxon is believed to be extirpated from the province. 
 Not located despite intensive searches of historical sites and other appropriate habitat. 
 Virtually no likelihood that it will be rediscovered. 

SH  Known from only historical records but still some hope of rediscovery. 
 Evidence that the taxon may no longer be present but not enough to state this with certainty. 

S1  Known from five or fewer occurrences or especially vulnerable to extirpation because of other 
factor(s). 

S2  Known from twenty or fewer occurrences or vulnerable to extirpation because of other factors. 

S3  Known from 100 or fewer occurrences, or somewhat vulnerable due to other factors, such as 
restricted range, relatively small population sizes, or other factors. 

S4 
 Apparently secure. 
 Taxon is uncommon but not rare. 
 Potentially some cause for long term concern due to declines or other factors. 

S5  Secure - taxon is common, widespread, and abundant. 
 

M.2 VARIANT SUBNATIONAL CONSERVATION STATUS RANKS 
Rank Definition 

S#S# 
 A numeric range rank is used to indicate any range of uncertainty about the status of the 

taxon. Example - S2S3 or S1S3. 
 Ranges cannot skip more than two ranks.  Example - SU is used rather than S1S4. 

SU  Taxon is currently unrankable due to lack of information or substantially conflicting 
information.  Example - native versus non-native status not resolved. 

SNR  Not ranked 
 Conservation status not yet assessed. 

SNA 
 Not applicable. 
 A conservation status rank is not applicable because the species or ecosystem is not a suitable 

target for conservation activities.  Example - introduced species. 
 

M.3 SUBNATIONAL CONSERVATION STATUS RANK QUALIFIERS 
Qualifier Definition 

S#? 

 Inexact numeric rank. 
 Applied when a specific rank is most likely appropriate but for which some conflicting 

information or unresolved questions remain.  Example - S2? believed to be 6 - 20 
occurrences but some uncertainty. 

 

M.4 DEFINITIONS: 
1. "Non-sensitive element occurrences" are locations (i.e. occurrences) of species or communities 

that are rare (or of conservation concern for some other reason) and for which there are no 
restrictions regarding public access to location data (beyond the existing External Data Use 
Guidelines all users must agree to before downloading GIS files from our on-line system). 

2. "Sensitive element occurrences" are also locations of species that are rare (or of conservation 
concern) but in these instances the precise location details cannot be distributed without due 
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cause. In most cases these locations are not freely available because the species are legally listed 
under the Alberta Wildlife Act, or under the federal Species at Risk Act, or are of particular 
concern to Alberta Fish and Wildlife. 

It is important to recognize that the term "sensitive" applies only to the spatial data. It is not to be 
confused with the Alberta General Status Rank designation of Sensitive (assigned by Fish and Wildlife) or 
with a specific ACIMS/NatureServe status rank (S rank) that is applied to a species or community. The 
term "sensitive" does not imply any assessment of viability of the occurrence in question, and is not an 
evaluation of how susceptible the occurrence may be to disturbance.  

 




