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PROFILE 

Capital: Warsaw  

Population:  37.9 million (2016) 

Language:  Polish 

Government: Parliamentary Republic 

Head of State:  President Andrzej Duda (since 
August 2015) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Beata 
Szdło (since November 2015) 

Currency:  Polish Złloty (PLN), CAD $1.00 = 
2.89 złoty, 1.00 złoty = CAD $0.35 (September 
2017) 

GDP:  USD $469.5 billion (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  1.1 trillion current international 
dollars (2016) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):   27,811 current 
international dollars (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate: 2.7 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  -0.6 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  machine building, iron 
and steel, coal mining, chemicals, shipbuilding, 
food processing, glass, beverages and textiles. 

Sources: World Bank, Bank of Canada 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Poland joined the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) in 1999 and the 

European Union (EU) in 2004.  

 Poland does not use the euro (€) as its 

currency; however, under the terms of their 

Treaty of Accession with the EU, they are 

obliged to eventually replace its currency 

with the euro. There is currently no target 

date for when this change will take place, 

although public opinion is generally against 

adoption of the euro.  

 Poland contributes soldiers to the NATO 

International Security Assistance Force 

(ISAF) in Afghanistan, maintains troops in 

the Balkans, and is contributing a full 

battalion to the NATO Response Force.  

 Poland was one of the first countries in Central 

and Eastern Europe to break away from 

Communist role. The Solidarity Movement was 

active for a decade before the collapse of 

communism in 1989.  

 Poland shares its borders with seven 

countries: Russia, Lithuania, Belarus, 

Slovakia, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, and 

Germany.  

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Signed in October 2016, the Canada EU 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA) was provisionally applied 

on September 21, 2017. 

 Canada and Poland enjoy close bilateral 

relations, including growth in trade and 

investments, increasing military co-operation 

and academic relations programs.  

 Canada currently has over 200 personnel 

deployed to Poland to participate in training 

and exercises with Poland and other NATO 

Allies as part of Operation REASSURANCE.  

 In 2009, two important agreements came 

into force between Canada and Poland: the 

Social Security Agreement, which 

coordinates pension benefits between the 

two countries, and the Youth Mobility 

Agreement, which allows youth from Canada 

and Poland to travel and work in the other 

country for up to one year. 

 The Avoidance of Double Taxation 

agreement between Canada and Poland has 

been in effect since 2013. 

 In response to the 2010 Central European 

floods, Poland received emergency relief 

funding from the Government of Alberta. 
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Poland and Canada enjoy excellent trade 

relations, with Poland being Canada’s largest 

merchandise trading partner in Central and 

Eastern Europe.  

 Over the 2012 to 2016 period, Alberta’s annual 

direct exports to Poland averaged CAD $20.2 

million per year. This mostly consisted of 

machinery (CAD $11.5 million), food, waste 

and animal feed (CAD $5.9 million), grain, 

seed and fruit (CAD $1.6 million), and 

electrical machinery (CAD $0.4 million). The 

export figures do not include trade in services 

(e.g. tourism, architecture and engineering, or 

information technology (IT) services). 

 From 2012 to 2016, Alberta’s direct imports 

from Poland averaged CAD$130.6 million per 

year. The majority of imports were machinery 

(CAD $107.9 million), followed by furniture and 

bedding (CAD $4.2 million), iron and steel 

products (CAD $3.5 million), and beverages 

(CAD $3.0 million). This figure does not 

include goods sold in Alberta that have arrived 

via distribution hubs in other provinces. 

 As of 2016, an estimated 2000 Polish 

companies export directly to Canada. 

Approximately 80 per cent of these companies 

are small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs).  

 Canadian direct investment stocks in Poland 

reached CAD $1,029 million in 2016. Polish 

direct investment stocks in Canada were CAD 

$2,390 million in the same year. 

 Major Canadian investors in Poland include 

companies such as Bombardier, Pratt & 

Whitney Canada, McCain, Apotex, Valeant, 

REdknee, SNC-Lavalin, Heli-one and CGI. 

 The private sector is the key driver of Poland’s 

growth. Market reforms have allowed the 

private sector to take an 80 per cent share in 

exports, employment and gross value added. 

 A challenge that Poland faces moving forward 

is its low productivity relative to European 

standards. In 2012, Poland’s comparative 

labour productivity was only at 67 per cent of 

the EU15 average.   

ENERGY 

 Poland looks to coal for the majority of its 

energy supply. Coal makes up close to 80 

per cent of energy production and over 50 

percent of total primary energy supply 

(TPES). 

 Poland has rich coal resources, but 

economically recoverable reserves from 

established mines are declining rapidly.  

Production is expected to decrease 

considerably by 2030. Consequently, Poland 

has started a slow transition from coal 

towards more oil, gas and renewables. 

 Both oil (24 per cent) and natural gas (15 per 

cent) have increased their share of total 

energy supply. 

 Poland’s domestic coal production meets 

total demand for coal, while import 

dependency is high for oil (100 per cent) and 

natural gas (66 per cent). Poland’s crude oil 

imports made up more than half of total 

imports in 2015, and natural gas made up 

one-fifth of total imports. 

 Another driving force for Poland’s energy 

policy is reducing the country’s dependence 

on Russia for energy imports. In 2015, 88 

per cent of oil imports and 72 per cent of 

natural gas imports came from Russia. 

Energy security is a dominant feature of 

Polish energy policy and the country is 

working to diversifying energy sources and 

supply routes. 

 Poland is also expanding storage capacity 

for oil and supporting Polish oil exploration in 

the Baltic Sea and elsewhere. While the 

country has no nuclear power capacity, it has 

chosen to build at least two nuclear power 

plants as a means to strengthen energy 

security, diversify fuel sources, and promote 

clean energy technologies. 

 The 2016 start-up of the Polish liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) terminal marked another 

important step towards further diversification 

of gas supplies. The facility is designed to 

have regasification capacity of give billion 

cubic metres (bcm) per year, roughly equal 

to one-third of the country’s annual gas 

consumption. 

 As Poland has substantial shale gas and 

tight gas reserves, natural gas exploration 

and production is being carried out across 

the country. That said, interest in shale gas 

is evaporating fast due to disappointing test 

wells, regulatory constraints, public hostility 

and deteriorating economics as a result of 

lower oil and gas prices. 

 Electricity generation is also dominated by 

coal, but with increasing renewable capacity 

from biomass and waste alongside wind 

power. Renewable energy sources provide 

10 per cent of total energy supply and 13 per 

cent of electricity generation. 

 In order to comply with the EU’s carbon 

emissions targets, Poland is required to 

liberalize its gas and electricity markets in 

line with the EU directives. Also, as part of 

the EU 20/20/20 goals, targets have been 

established for Poland for 2020 that limits 

GHG emissions to 14 per cent above 2005 

levels, reduces energy consumption by 20 

per cent and increases the share of 

renewable energy to 15 per cent of total 

energy consumption. 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Under the 2014 - 2020 EU Funds Report, the 

biggest investment opportunity in Poland will 

continue to be in infrastructure, the 

environment, smart growth, education, and 

digital and technical development.
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 CETA has significant implications for trade 

between Canada and Poland. Facilitations in 

trade exchange and removal of customs duty 

rates are particularly attractive for the 

machine, furniture, electrical appliances, and 

fur production industries for Poland. 

 Advanced Business Services: Poland is a 

leader in the business-services sector, 

especially as a destination for outsourced or 

offshored business services (O&O). The 

expansion of this sector in Poland has 

outpaced the rest of Central Europe. As of 

2014, the O&O sector employed almost 

160,000 people in over 530 service centers. 

 This sector has the potential to expand to 

450,000 – 600,000 jobs by 2025, with an 

additional 90,000 – 150,000 in related 

support services.  

 Manufacturing: The process manufacturing 

sector is emerging as a powerful area of 

growth in Poland. This sector includes 

segments of car manufacturing, furniture, 

food processing, textiles, and chemicals.  

 Poland relies on a lower-labour-cost model in 

the manufacturing sector.  

 Infrastructure and Construction: Building 

construction continues to be strong in Poland 

in both residential and commercial sectors. 

During 2014 to 2019, the compound annual 

growth rate for the construction market will 

be approximately 4.42 per cent. This figure 

will grow to over 10 per cent by 2020.  

 In 2014 to 2020, Poland will receive €25.8 

billion in EU funding for infrastructure 

development.  

 Roadway upgrades and connectivity 

between major cities will generate greater 

ease of transport and improve the ease of 

doing business in Poland.  

 Advanced Technologies: This sector, 

including advanced manufacturing and 

pharmaceuticals, make up about two per 

cent of Poland’s economy, compared with 

five per cent in Germany and four per cent in 

the Czech Republic.  

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

 Alberta agri-food exports to Poland had been 

on the rise since 2012. Exports totaled CAD 

$11.3 million in 2016 and consisted mostly of 

pet food (CAD $9.2 million) and seeds for 

sowing (CAD $1.3 million). 

 Poland is a strong agricultural producer in the 

EU. The country is a major supplier of hogs, 

milk, wheat, rye and several varieties of fruits 

and vegetables 

 Poland ranks fourth in the EU in arable land 

after France, Spain, and Germany. Growing 

urbanization in Western Europe has made 

Poland more attractive as a food supplier for 

Europe.  

 Poland imported over $8.5 billion in wood 

products in 2016, largely from Europe, Central 

Asia and Germany. Canadian wood product 

exports to Poland in 2016 exceeded $11.5 

million with Alberta exports negligible. 

EDUCATION  

 Between 2012 and 2016, 160 citizens of 

Poland had international study permits come 

into effect for Alberta. From 2015 to 2017, 48 

foreign students from Poland were issued a 

permit to study in Alberta.  

 Polish Studies are important to the University 

of Alberta (U of A), especially through its 

Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central 

European Studies. 

 The U of A has various agreements with 

universities in Poland including The Institute 

of Medical Technology and Equipment 

(ITAM), the Polish Academy of Science, and 

also has a study abroad program with the 

Jagiellonian University in Krakow. 

 St. Basil School in Edmonton has offered a 

Polish bilingual program to Kindergarten – 

Grade Nine students for over 25 years and is 

twinned with a school in Gdynia, Poland. The 

program continues to the high school level at 

Austin O’Brien High School.  

 Alberta Advanced Education supports the 

Campus Alberta Grant for International 

Learning (CAGFIL) program enabling post-

secondary institutions to develop study and 

research collaboration involving the Poland. 

IMMIGRATION AND COMMUNITY 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 1,145 citizens of 

Poland became Permanent Residents of 

Canada, with Alberta as their intended 

destination. Approximately 72 per cent were 

economic immigrants, including principal 

applicants, spouses, and dependents.  

 Between 2012 and 2016, 1,192 citizens of 

Poland had Temporary Foreign Worker 

Program (TFWP) work permits come into 

effect for Alberta.  

 Canada is home to a vibrant community of 

almost one million Polish-Canadians. There 

are approximately 171, 000 Albertans of 

Polish descent, making it the seventh largest 

ethnic group in the province. 

 Edmonton has the second largest Polish 

community in Canada, after Toronto. 

 Many Poles arrived in Alberta in the 1980s 

following the Solidarity Movement. 

 Polish coal miners were among the pioneers 

in many Alberta communities such as 

Crowsnest, Hinton and Lethbridge. 

 Albertans of Polish descent are very active in 

community organizations such as the Alberta 

Branch of the Canadian Polish Congress. 

RECENT VISITS 

 November 2013: The Alberta Minister of 

Environment and Sustainable Resource 

Development participated in negotiations to 

advance cooperation on climate change and 

sustainable economic development.  

 September 2013: The Alberta Associate 

Minister of Accountability, Transparency and 

Transformation attended the 35
th
 Annual 

International Conference of Data Protection 

and Privacy Commissioners to meet with 

international privacy experts.  

 May 2010: His Excellency Zenon Kosiniak-

Kamysz, Ambassador to the Republic of 

Poland in Canada, made his official visit to 

Alberta. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Poland’s Ambassador to Canada is His 

Excellency Andrzej Kurnicki. 

 Canada’s Ambassador to Poland is currently 

vacant.  

 Poland’s Consul General in Vancouver, with 

jurisdiction for Alberta, is Mr. Grzegorz 

Morawski. 

 Poland’s Honorary Consul in Calgary is Mr. 

Zygmunt Potocki. 

 Poland’s Honorary Consul in Edmonton is 

Mr. Frank John Szumlas. 


