
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Poland became a member of the 
European Union (EU) in May 2004. 

 Poland was one of the first countries 
in Central & Eastern Europe to break 
away from Communist rule. The 
Solidarity Movement was active for a 
decade before the collapse of 
communism in 1989. 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 In 2009, Canada and Poland 
implemented two important 
agreements - the Social Security 
Agreement, which coordinates pension 
benefits between the two countries, 
and the Youth Mobility Agreement, 
which allows youth from Canada and 
Poland to travel and work in the other 
country for up to one year.  

 Canada has become a leader among 
NATO countries in language and 
peacekeeping training of the Polish 
military, with hundreds of officers and 
senior general staff having received 
training in Canada and Poland. 

 Canadian Studies centres and 
programs are flourishing in several 
Polish universities. 

 As a result of the 2010 flooding, 
Poland received emergency relief 
funding from the Government of 
Alberta to provide aid to those 
affected by the disaster. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Over the 2007-2011 period, Alberta’s 
annual direct exports to Poland 
averaged CAD$7.9 million per year, 
and included machinery, seeds, and 
animal feed.    

  From 2007 to 2011, Alberta’s direct 
imports from Poland averaged 
CAD$50.7 million per year.  This 
figure does not include goods sold in 
Alberta that have arrived via 
distribution hubs in other provinces. 

 Canadian direct investment stocks in 
Poland reached CAD$647 million in 
2011. 

AGRICULTURE 

 Since its entry into the EU, Poland 
has increasingly sourced its 
agricultural imports from other EU 
members.  As a result, Alberta agri-
food exports to Poland had been on 
the decline until 2011.  Exports 
totaled $2.15 million (2011) and 
consisted mostly of pet food ($1.76 
million) and seeds for sowing 
($359,000).  

 Poland is a strong agricultural 
producer in the EU. The country is a 
major supplier of hogs, milk, wheat, 
rye and several varieties of fruits and 
vegetables. 
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PROFILE 

Capital: Warsaw 

Population: 38.2 million (2011 est.) 

Language: Polish 

Government: Parliamentary republic 

Head of State:  President Bronislaw 
Komorowski, since August 6, 2010. 
 
Head of Government:  Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk (elected for second term in 
October 2011) 

Currency: Polish Zloty, 
CAD$1 = 3.27 Zloty, 1 Zloty = CAD$0.31 
(June 2012) 

GDP: US$514.4 billion (2011) 

GDP (PPP): US$770.1 billion (2011) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP): US$20,172 
(2011) 

GDP growth rate: 4.3% (2007–2011 
avg.) 

Inflation: 4.3% (2011 avg.) 

Unemployment: 12.4% (2011 est.) 

Key Industry Sectors: machine 
building, iron and steel, coal mining, 
chemicals, shipbuilding, food processing, 
glass, beverages, textiles 

Poland – Alberta 
Relations 
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EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Building products: Building 
construction continues strong in 
Poland in both the residential and 
commercial sectors. 

 Electrical Power Machinery and 
Equipment: The Polish electrical 
power sector, the largest in Central 
and Eastern Europe, is undergoing 
modernization. 

 Environmental Industries: As 
Poland continues its efforts to meet 
EU environmental standards, 
opportunities exist for Canadian 
companies with technology or 
expertise on municipal wastewater 
treatment, waste treatment, and 
renewable/alternative energy. 

 Information and Communications 
Technology: Growth is expected in 
all areas of this sector as Polish 
businesses and consumers increase 
their investments into technology. 

ENERGY 

 Poland is very dependent upon oil 
imports, mostly from Russia. 

 Poland has rich coal resources, but 
economically recoverable reserves 
accessible from established mines 
are declining very fast.  Production is 
expected to decrease considerably by 
2030. 

 In 2008, Poland became a net 
importer of hard coal.  It is estimated 
that 70 per cent of the imported coal 
comes from Russia.   

 State-controlled oil and natural gas 
company PGNiG SA controls over 
98% of the natural gas market.  

 Russian natural gas transits through 
Poland to reach Western Europe.  

 At present, two additional natural 
gas pipelines are proposed to run 
through Eastern and Central Europe, 
one of them crossing Poland. 
Construction for the first one, the 
South Stream pipeline, which will run 
from Russia to central Europe 
through Poland, is expected to start 
in December 2012.  The second 
proposed project, the Nabucco 
pipeline, would transport natural gas 
from the Middle East to Central 
Europe.   

 Poland has become Europe’s popular 
new source for exploratory shale gas 
investments. The Polish Geological 
Institute estimates that Poland’s 
recoverable reserves of natural gas 
range from 12.4 trillion to 27.2 
trillion cubic feet. To date, more than 
100 exploration permits have been 
granted (including permits to 
Calgary-based Talisman Energy Inc. 
in February 2010).  

 The Polish Government is currently 
drafting legislation that would tax 
shale gas production, as commercial 
extraction may be possible by 2015.  
It is expected that shale gas 
development will increase 
government revenues and energy 
security.   

 Poland’s recent shale gas exploration 
projects may create opportunities for 
Alberta-based companies.  

 State-controlled utility company 
Polska Grupa Energetyczna S.A. 
generates 40% of Poland's 
electricity. Since November 2009, the 
company has been listed on the 
Warsaw Stock Exchange, with 
69.29% of all shares owned by the 
State Treasury, and 30.71% of 
shares held by other shareholders.   

 In order to comply with the European 
Union’s carbon emissions targets, 
Poland began consultations in 
November 2009 for the Carbon 
Capture and Geological Storage Bill. 

EDUCATION  

 Polish Studies are important to the 
University of Alberta (U of A), 
especially through its Wirth Institute 
for Austrian and Central European 
Studies. 

 The U of A has various agreements 
with universities in Poland including 
The Institute of Medical Technology 
and Equipment (ITAM), the Polish 
Academy of Science, and also has a 
study abroad program with the 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. 

 St. Basil School in Edmonton has 
been offering a Polish bilingual 
program for over 25 years and is 
twinned with a school in Gdynia, 
Poland. 

COMMUNITY 

 There are approximately 171, 000 
Albertans of Polish descent, making it 
the 7th largest ethnic group in the 
province. 

 Edmonton has the 2nd largest Polish 
community in Canada, after Toronto.   

 Many Poles arrived in Alberta in the 
1980s following the suppression of the 
Solidarity Movement. 

 Polish coal miners were among the 
pioneers in many Alberta communities 
such as Crowsnest, Hinton and 
Lethbridge. 

 Albertans of Polish descent are very 
active in community organizations such 
as the Alberta Branch of the Canadian 
Polish Congress.   

RECENT VISITS 

 May 2010: His Excellency Zenon 
Kosiniak-Kamysz made his official visit 
to Alberta. 

 December 2008: Alberta Environment 
Minister, Hon. Rob Renner, visited 
Pozhan, Poland to promote Alberta’s 
interests and environmental 
achievements at the 14th Conference of 
the Parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 

 October 2007: The Director of the 
Convention Bureau of Wroclaw 
Agnieszka Jablónska visited Edmonton 
to discuss the Trading Cities Agreement 
between Mayor Mandel and President 
Dutkiewicz. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Poland’s Ambassador to Canada is His 
Excellency Zenon Kosiniak-Kamysz 

 Canada’s Ambassador to Poland is Mr. 
Don Costello. 

 Poland’s Consul General in Vancouver, 
with jurisdiction for Alberta, is Mr. 
Krzystof Andrzej Czapla. 

  Poland’s Honorary Consul in Calgary is 
Mr. Zygmunt Potocki. 

 Poland’s Honorary Consul in Edmonton 
is Mr. John Szumlas. 

For more information, contact: 
Alberta International and Intergovernmental Relations 
Phone: 780-427-6543 Fax: 780-427-0699 
albertacanada.com 
international.alberta.ca 


