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Background   

In 2014, a 15-year-old-youth in group care drowned while swimming with friends and family in his 
home community.  Our thoughts are with his family, friends and community. 
 
Whenever a young person receiving services dies, we carefully examine the circumstances to 
explore how we can improve our policies and practices to prevent similar tragedies.  The Child 
and Youth Advocate (Advocate) also conducts an investigation to determine where improvements 
can be made. 
 
The Child and Youth Advocate Act provides the Advocate with the authority to investigate 
systemic issues arising from a serious injury or death of a child who was receiving child 
intervention services at the time of injury or death.  On November 1, 2016, the Advocate released 
an investigative review entitled 15-Year-Old Netasinim: An Investigative Review (the report).  The 
report does not make any recommendations. 
 
The Advocate notes in the report that Netasinim’s family and community was a source of strength 
for Netasinim and supported him and his siblings through the years, including before and during 
the time he was receiving intervention services.  Although there were challenges and difficulties in 
this young man’s life, the Advocate did not identify any systemic issues.  
 
The ministry thanks the Advocate for his report and for commenting on both the strengths and 
challenges within Netasinim’s community.  As noted in the report, there are strengths and 
challenges in all communities; we continue to strive to find better ways of honouring the strengths 
while working jointly with communities to address the challenges.  The Child Intervention Practice 
Framework principles and associated practice strategies, including Signs of Safety, are tools to 
support frontline service delivery staff to leverage the strengths of families and their communities, 
honour culture and better recognise and respond appropriately to risk and harm.  
 

Conclusion 

Although the Advocate has made no recommendations in this report, we continue to strive for the 
development and sustainment of a child protection system that is responsive to the needs of 
children, youth and families.  There are many recommendations made in the Advocate’s Voices 
for Change: Aboriginal Child Welfare in Alberta report that support systemic cross-government 
changes to the delivery of services for Indigenous children, youth, families and communities.  We 
remain committed to working with our Indigenous partners, Elders, community leaders, 
cross-ministry and federal government to improve outcomes for Indigenous persons in Alberta.  

 


