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PROFILE 

Capital:  Copenhagen 

Population:  5.7 million (2016) 

Language:  Danish 

Government: Constitutional Monarchy 

Head of State:  Queen Margrethe II (acceded to 
the throne in January 1972) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Lars 
Løkke Rasmussen (since 2009, re-elected June 
2015) 

Currency:  Danish Krone, CAD $1.00 = DNK 
5.03, DNK 1.00 = CAD $0.20 (October 2017) 

GDP:  USD $306.14 billion (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  284.8 billion current international 
dollars (2016) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  49,696 current 
international dollars (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate: 1.29 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  0.25 per cent (2016) 

Unemployment: 6.18 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  iron, steel, nonferrous 
metals, chemicals, food processing, machinery 
and transportation equipment, textiles. 

Sources: World Bank, Bank of Canada

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Denmark has 406 islands and 7,314 km of 

coastline. This is longer than the Great Wall of 

China and equals almost 1.5 meters of coast 

per Danish citizen. The highest point of the 

country is only 170 meters above sea level.  

 The Danish monarchy is the fourth oldest 

continuing monarchy in the world and has 

existed for over 1,000 years.  

 As of 2017, Denmark has 14 Nobel laureates, 

most of which were in literature (four) and 

physiology or medicine (five). With its relatively 

small population, this is one of the highest 

number of Nobel laureates per capita in the 

world.  

 The average wind speed across the country is 

7.6 meters per second, making Denmark an 

ideal location for wind energy development.  

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 Denmark is an open, innovative and export-

focused economy with relatively low trade 

barriers. The innovation system in Denmark is 

well developed and has a wide range of 

support for start-up companies, including 

access to early stage funding, cluster networks 

and regional growth centers.  

 Denmark has been a member of the European 

Union (EU) since 1973, though neither of the 

autonomous countries within Denmark, Faroe 

Islands and Greenland, are members. 

Denmark has opted out from the European 

Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), but the 

Danish Krone remains pegged to the Euro. 

 Signed in October 2016, the Canada EU 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA) was provisionally applied 

in September 2017. Tariff elimination and 

other provisions will enhance the 

competitiveness of Canadian exports. 

 Denmark is one of the founding members of 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

Since 1949, NATO has been the cornerstone 

of the Danish Security and Defence Policy. 

 Canada and Denmark collaborate closely in 

the United Nations (UN), and are both 

members of the Organization for Security and 

Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) and the World Trade 

Organization (WTO).  

 Canada cooperates with the Standby High 

Readiness Brigade (SHIRBRIG), a UN 

peacekeeping initiative, whose headquarters 

are in Denmark.  

 Both Denmark and Canada are members of 

the Arctic Council. 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference purposes. The representation of political boundaries 
does not necessarily reflect the position of the Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, sovereignty or jurisdiction. 



 

 

 
 

 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 Denmark has an industrialized economic base, 

which is dependent on foreign supplies of most 

raw materials. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, Alberta’s domestic 

exports to Denmark averaged CAD $9.0 

million per year, consisting primarily of 

pharmaceutical products (CAD $3.7 million), 

food waste and animal feed (CAD $1.7 

million), and machinery (CAD $1.5 million). 

This does not include trade in services (e.g. 

tourism, architecture and engineering, or 

information technology services).  

 During the same period, Alberta’s direct 

imports from Denmark averaged CAD $61.9 

million per year, including machinery (CAD 

$24.7 million), electrical machinery (CAD 

$11.2 million), and food and animal feed (CAD 

$8.2 million). This figure does not include 

goods sold in Alberta that have arrived via 

distribution hubs in other provinces. 

 In 2016, Danish direct investment in Canada 

totaled CAD $623 million while Canadian 

investment in Denmark reached CAD $419 

million. 

 For the sixth consecutive year, Denmark was 

ranked the easiest place in Europe to do 

business in the World Bank’s 2016 ‘Ease of 

Doing Business’ index. Denmark ranked third 

globally after New Zealand and Singapore. 

The country’s strengths include high regulatory 

flexibility, excellent infrastructure access to 

EU28 markets, a safe business environment 

and a well-educated population. 

 The EU is Denmark’s most important trading 

zone, accounting for approximately 60 per cent 

of exports and 75 per cent of imports. The 

United States is Denmark’s largest non-EU 

trade partner.  

 Due to the importance of foreign trade to the 

Danish economy, Denmark is a strong 

supporter of trade liberalization within the EU. 

ENERGY 

 Denmark’s Energy Strategy 2050, announced 

in 2011 and reaffirmed in 2015, aims to 

transition Denmark off of fossil fuels by 2050.  

 Denmark is a global pioneer in wind power, 

smart grid and bio-energy. The country aims to 

meet 50 per cent of its electricity demand with 

wind by 2020 and 84 per cent by 2035. 

 Energy efficiency efforts have borne fruit – the 

Danish economy has grown 70 per cent in the 

last 25 years while energy consumption has 

remained largely unchanged.  

 Denmark had oil reserves of 440 million 

barrels in 2016 and produced 142,000 barrels 

of oil per day in 2016. 

 Denmark’s natural gas reserves stood at 13 

billion cubic meters in 2016. 

 Denmark has 20 joint biogas plants, 60 plant 

farms, 25 landfill plants, and 60 municipal 

plants in operation.  

 As a semi-autonomous nation within Denmark, 

Greenland may contribute to increasing 

Denmark’s future energy resources, as 

exploration for offshore oil fields in the waters 

surrounding Greenland expands. 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Greater Copenhagen has become a preferred 

location for testing and developing smart city 

technologies. A multitude of new technologies 

are being tested and developed across 

information and communication technologies 

(ICT), clean technology, construction and 

transportation sectors. 

 Over 250 companies, including Cisco and 

Hitachi, are involved in smart city activities in 

Greater Copenhagen. Small and medium 

sized enterprises make up two-thirds of the 

smart city industry, offering attractive 

investment opportunities as well as 

bridgeheads for collaboration with the public 

sector.  

 Information and Communications 

Technologies: Key strengths include IT 

security, process optimization, financial 

software, mobile banking technologies and 

usability. 

 Copenhagen is a hotspot for developing 

innovative ICT solutions. It is home to one of 

Europe’s largest ICT clusters with over 12,000 

companies and 100,000 employees.  

 Life Sciences: The medical technology 

industry in Denmark has a good reputation 

abroad with several leading companies within 

diagnostics, disposables and assistive 

technologies located there.  

 Denmark was ranked the top country in 

Europe for biotechnology development by the 

Scientific American report in 2016. Medicon 

Valley, one of Europe’s top three sites for 

biotechnology innovation, is located in 

Denmark.  

 The Danish biotechnology cluster is a major 

world player in enzyme, central nervous 

system, diabetes, and cancer research.  

 Over 95 per cent of total medical technology 

industry revenue is generated outside the 

country.  

 Clean Technologies: Denmark is a leader in 

combined heat and power (CHP). Twelve per 

cent of all power in Denmark is generated from 

biomass and organic waste in CHP plants, and 

more than 80 per cent of Danish district 

heating is cogenerated with electricity. Most of 

the biomass being used in Denmark is from 

straw and biodegradable waste, and 30 per 

cent is imported from Eastern European 

countries and Canada in the form of wood 

pellets and wood chips. Since 2010, large 

scale CHP plants have been the main driver 

for coal replacement. 
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 Denmark’s CHP plants, combined with the 

wind turbines, make Denmark one of the 

countries with the highest percentage of 

distributed generation in the world.  

 The bio-energy sector (biomass and waste-to-

energy) is growing as Denmark increasingly 

turns to bio-energy as a means of reaching 

their renewable energy production targets. 

Opportunities exist for Alberta companies in 

materials for production and biofuels as well as 

technology development. 

 There are opportunities for Alberta to compete 

in wind energy niche markets: small wind 

turbines, off grid energy supply by integrated 

wind-diesel or wind-fuel cell systems, 

hydrogen storage of wind power and cold 

climate operations. There is opportunity for 

Alberta companies to participate through 

integration into the wind turbine supply chain. 

Europe has led this market for 20 years, 

knowledge transfer from the Europe market to 

the growing North American market is 

expected. 

 Smart grids and related technologies are being 

developed in Denmark to improve energy 

efficiency, reliability and the sustainability of 

electrical grids. 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

 In 2016, Alberta agri-food exports to Denmark 

totaled CAD $2.75 million, consisting mostly of 

pet food (CAD $2.1 million).  

 Danish seed growers produce around 40 per 

cent of total EU production of grass and 

horticultural seeds. These include spinach, 

cabbage, herbs, chrysanthemum and other 

flowers. Over 90 per cent of total seed 

production is exported globally, representing 

an annual value of EUR 275 million (CAD 

$407).  

 Exports of dairy products account for more 

than 20 per cent of all Danish agricultural 

exports. 

 Denmark imported USD $3.5 billion (CAD $4. 

billion) of wood products in 2015, with Canada 

supplying USD $6 million (CAD $7.4 million). 

 Denmark is the second largest importer of 

wood pellets in the world. Wood pellets are 

used in private homes, medium-sized district 

heating plants and in large combined heat and 

power (CHP) plants.  

EDUCATION 

 For the academic year of 2015/2016, 34 

citizens of Denmark had international study 

permits for Alberta. 

 Alberta Education has signed an agreement 

with Det Danske Kulturinstitut (the Danish 

Cultural Institute), which facilitates teacher 

exchanges to learn first-hand about each 

other's education system and teaching 

methodologies. 

 The University of Alberta (U of A) is a leader in 

Nordic Studies with its Canadian Institute for 

Nordic Studies. 

 The U of A and the University of Calgary (U of 

C) have international agreements with post-

secondary institutions in Denmark, including 

the Copenhagen Business School, the 

University of Copenhagen and University of 

Southern Denmark.  

 The U of C’s Faculty of Science exchanges 

students under the TransAtlantic Science 

Student Exchange Program with Aarhus 

University and also has an exchange program 

with Aarhus University specific to the 

Haskayne School of Business. 

 Concordia University of Edmonton has active 

partnerships for exchange with Business 

Academy Aarhus, and Lillebaelt Academy, 

Odense. 

 Advanced Education supports the Campus 

Alberta Grant for International Learning 

(CAGFIL) program enabling post-secondary 

institutions to develop study and research 

collaboration involving Denmark. 

IMMIGRATION AND COMMUNITY 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 66 citizens of 

Denmark became Permanent Residents of 

Canada, with Alberta as their intended 

destination. Approximately 50 per cent were 

economic immigrants, including principal 

applicants, spouses, and dependents. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 64 citizens of 

Denmark had Temporary Foreign Worker 

Program (TFWP) work permits come into 

effect for Alberta. 

 There are approximately 58,825 Albertans of 

Danish descent, comprising the 15
th
 largest 

ethnic group in the province. 

 

 

 Founded in 1903, Dickson is the oldest Danish 

settlement in the prairie region. It is home to 

the Danish Canadian National Museum and 

Gardens.  

 Danish communities can also be found in 

Olds, Viking, Ponoka and Dalvin (one of the 

largest Danish settlements in the province).  

 The Danish Canadian Society (Dania), which 

was formed in Edmonton in 1921, promotes 

the Danish heritage in Canada by sponsoring 

various social and cultural events. 

 The Royal Danish Guards Association of 

Western Canada, whose members have 

served in the Royal Danish Guard, is based in 

Calgary.  

RECENT VISITS 

 November 2015: Ambassador Niels Boel 

Abrahamsen was in Alberta as part of a Nordic 

Baltic Joint Heads of Mission visit. 

 April 2005: Official visit to Alberta of His 

Excellency Poul Kristensen, Ambassador of 

Denmark. 

 July 2003: Visit of His Excellency Svend R. 

Nielsen, Ambassador of Denmark, to 

Edmonton Klondike Days for Scandinavian 

Feature Country Showcase. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Denmark’s Ambassador to Canada is His 

Excellency Niels Boel Abrahamsen.  

 Canada’s Ambassador to Denmark, Greenland 

and the Faroe Islands is Ms. Emi Furuya.  

 Mr. Robert Andrew Seidel is the Honorary 

Consul for Denmark in Edmonton. 

 


