
 

 

PROFILE 

Capital: Copenhagen 

Population: 5.6 million (2011 est.) 

Language: Danish. English is widely spoken. 

Government:  Constitutional Monarchy 

Head of State:  Queen Margrethe II (acceded to the throne 
in January 1972) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Helle Thorning-
Schmidt  

Currency: Danish Krone (DNK), CDN$1.00 = DNK5.35, 
DNK1.00 = CDN$0.19 (June 2011) 

GDP: US$333.7 billion (2011) 

GDP (PPP): US$229.1 billion (2011) 

GDP per Capita (PPP): US$29,172 (2011 est.) 

GDP Growth Rate: -0.5% (2007-2011 avg.) 

Inflation: 2.3% (2007-2011 avg.) 

Unemployment: 6.1% (2011) 

DENMARK OVERVIEW 

 The Kingdom of Denmark also includes 
the territories of Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands. Both Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands are self-governing 
overseas administrative divisions of 
Denmark. 

 Denmark has been a member of the 
European Union (EU) since 1973. 
Denmark has opted out from the 
European Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU), but the Danish Krone 
remains pegged to the Euro. 

 Greenland is not a member of the EU. 
By 1979, the territory had attained 
“home rule” within the Danish realm. 
The government has full jurisdiction 
over most matters except the legal 
system, foreign affairs and defense, 
which reside with the Danish 
government. 

 Denmark is one of the world’s leading 
business locations, partly due to its 
model communications and transport 
infrastructure.   

 Despite the small size of the Danish 
market, its high GDP per head makes 
Denmark one of the richest countries in 
the EU. 

 

 

 Denmark is one of the founding 
members of North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

 Denmark held the Presidency of the 
Council of the EU in January 2012 for 
a six-month period. This was the 
seventh time that Denmark held the 
Presidency of the Council, since it 
joined the EU in 1973.  

 Denmark has an industrialized 
economic base, dependent on foreign 
supplies of most raw materials. 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 
 Canada and Denmark collaborate 

closely in the United Nations (UN), 
and are both members of the 
Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), the 
Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) 
and the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). Canada cooperates with the 
Standby High Readiness Brigade 
(SHIRBRIG ), a UN peacekeeping 
initiative, whose headquarters are in 
Denmark. 

 Denmark and Canada are members 
of the Arctic Council. Denmark served 
as chair of the Council from 2009 to 
2011. 
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ECONOMY, TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT 

 Due to the importance of foreign 
trade to the Danish economy, 
Denmark is one of the strongest 
supporters of trade liberalization 
within the EU. 

 Between 2007 and 2011, 
Alberta’s domestic exports to 
Denmark averaged CDN$18.2 
million per year, consisting 
primarily of pipelines for oil and 
gas, pet food, as well as perfume 
and cosmetics. 

 During the same period (2007-
2011), Alberta’s direct imports 
from Denmark averaged 
CDN$43.0 million per year, 
including electrical machinery, 
machinery and chemical products.  
This figure does not include goods 
sold in Alberta that have arrived 
via distribution hubs in other 
provinces. 

 Danish direct investment in 
Canada totaled CDN$511 million 
in 2011; Canadian investment in 
Denmark reached CDN$431 
million, in the same year. 

 

This map is a generalized illustration only and is not intended to be used for reference 
purposes. The representation of political boundaries does not necessarily reflect the position of 
the Government of Alberta on international issues of recognition, sovereignty or jurisdiction.
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 Key Industry Sectors: iron, steel, 
nonferrous metals, chemicals, food 
processing, machinery and 
transportation equipment, textiles 
and clothing, electronics, 
construction, furniture and other 
wood products, shipbuilding and 
refurbishment, windmills, 
pharmaceuticals, medical 
equipment 

 Biotechnology, information and 
communications technology (ICT), 
food and beverages, and renewable 
energy technology are the sectors 
experiencing the most rapid 
expansion in the Danish economy. 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 Alberta Education has signed an 
agreement with Det Danske 
Kulturinstitut (the Danish Cultural 
Institute), in which teacher 
exchanges take place to learn first-
hand about each other's education 
system and teaching 
methodologies. 

 The University of Alberta (U of A) is 
a leader in Nordic Studies with its 
Canadian Institute for Nordic 
Studies. 

 The U of A and the University of 
Calgary have international 
agreements with post-secondary 
institutions in Denmark, including 
the Copenhagen Business School, 
the University of Copenhagen and 
University of Southern Denmark.  

AGRICULTURE 

 In 2011, Alberta agri-food exports 
to Denmark totalled CAD$4.87 
million, consisting mostly of pet 
food ($2.83 million) and alcoholic 
beverages ($1.1 million). 

ENERGY 

 Denmark has oil and natural gas 
reserves in the North Sea, a key non-
OPEC oil producing region. 

 Denmark’s oil reserves are 0.8 billion 
barrels (bbl) compared to Alberta’s 
170.5 billion bbl (2011).  

 Although Denmark produced 221,150 
barrels per day (bbl/d) of crude oil in 
2011, its refinery capacity was 
174,000 bbl/d that year. 

 The Danish economy has grown by 
70% since 1980, yet energy 
consumption has remained virtually 
unchanged. 

 Denmark has been a net-exporter of 
oil since the mid-1990s.  In 2010, 
Denmark’s net exports amounted to 
71,900 bbl/d. 

 Denmark is a global leader in wind 
turbine production and almost one 
third of its electricity is generated 
from wind power.  However, up to 
50% of Denmark’s electricity could 
come from wind by 2020. 

 As a semi-autonomous nation within 
Denmark, Greenland may contribute 
to increasing Denmark’s future energy 
resources, as exploration for offshore 
oil fields in the waters surrounding 
Greenland expands. 

 In 2010, Denmark had 283 active 
production wells in the North Sea, 
198 of which were oil wells and 85 
were gas wells. 

 A subsidiary of Denmark-based 
Maersk Oil has partnered with 
Calgary-based Talisman Energy in 
producing oil from an oil field in the 
UK sector of the North Sea. The two 
companies are also partnered in the 
Avaldsnes field in Norway where 
Talisman holds 40% operated 
interest. 

 Edmonton-based Master Flo Valve has 
done business with Danish companies 
in the past.  

COMMUNITY 

 Founded in 1903, Dickson is the oldest 
Danish settlement on the Prairies.  

 Danish communities can also be found 
in Olds, Viking, Ponoka and Dalvin (one 
of the largest Danish settlements in the 
province).  

 There are approximately 58,825 
Albertans of Danish descent, comprising 
the fifteenth largest ethnic group in the 
province. 

 Between 2007 and 2011, 69 
immigrants from Denmark chose 
Alberta as their destination, 62% of 
which were economic immigrants.  

 The Danish Canadian Society (Dania), 
which was formed in Edmonton in 
1921, promotes the Danish heritage in 
Canada by sponsoring various social 
and cultural events. 

 The Danish Canadian National Museum 
and Gardens are located near Dickson, 
Alberta. 

 The Royal Danish Guards Association of 
Western Canada, whose members have 
served in the Royal Danish Guard, is 
based in Calgary.  

RECENT VISITS 

 April 2005: Official visit to Alberta of 
His Excellency Poul Kristensen, 
Ambassador of Denmark. 

 July 2003: Visit of His Excellency Svend 
R. Nielsen, Ambassador of Denmark, to 
Edmonton Klondike Days for 
Scandinavian Feature Country 
Showcase. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 Denmark’s Ambassador to Canada is 
His Excellency Erik Vilstrup Lorenzen.  

 The Canadian Ambassador in Denmark 
is Mr. André François Giroux. 

 Mr. Robert Seidel is the Honorary 
Consul for Denmark in Edmonton. 
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For more information, contact: 
Alberta International and Intergovernmental Relations 
Phone: 780-427-6543 Fax: 780-427-0699 
albertacanada.com 
international.alberta.ca 


