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Preface
In October 2007, the Sustainable Resource Development (SRD) Lands Division made the decision to review and
update the Temporary Field Authorization (TFA) Guidelines (TFA manual). This decision was made to address
the change in delivery of the issuance of TFAs via the Geographical Lands Information Management Planning
System (GLIMPS).
A TFA task group was established to review the procedures and guidelines for issuing a TFA. The group
submitted recommendations for approval to the Executive Director of Lands Division, Land Management
Branch, and the TFA manual (sixth edition) became effective August 1, 2009.

e

The TFA manual is intended to serve as a training tool to ensure SRD staff understand their duties and
obligations based on the delegated authority from the Minister of SRD under the Public Lands Act and Mines
and Minerals Act.

tiv

The TFA manual is mainly for use by SRD staff but it is also available through the SRD website as information
to the public and industrial clients for the application of use of public land.
The TFA manual will also be revised periodically to fulfill commitments as described under Lands Division
Staff Directive 2009-01. The periodic review is for the purposes of continual improvement and relevancy of
TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act and the Mines and Minerals Act.

In

ac

The TFA manual (sixth edition) has been revised in April 2011 to support implementation of SRDs Enhanced
Approval Process (EAP) Phase I which was effective September 1, 2010.
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1.0 Introduction
SRD, Lands Division manages the use of public land for all Albertans through the issuance of dispositions and
authorities. TFAs are a temporary authority used to provide an efficient and accessible tool for use in the
following situations:
Respond to client requests for incidental clearings or activities on public land
Respond to temporary changes to existing land disposition authorizations
Respond to client requests for incidental activities around an approved geophysical preliminary plan that
were overlooked during program application
A mechanism of temporary authority for appropriate land uses on public lands

tiv

e

While many TFAs are associated with approved dispositions under the Public Lands Act and Mines and
Minerals Act, TFAs can be issued for other public land uses that do not link to an existing disposition authority.
This manual complements the TFA issuance process that occurs through GLIMPS to ensure TFAs are issued
consistently by SRD staff across the province. For instruction of how to create a TFA in GLIMPS, refer to the
“TFA Form Completion in GLIMPS – March 2011” document.
GLIMPS is data system that maintains disposition information for SRD activities on crown land. Examples of
how GLIMPS is used include:

ac

Tracking of land use dispositions
Ongoing disposition management from renewal to cancellation
Issuance of TFAs
Collection and reporting of disposition inspection information
Collection and reporting of disposition compliance information

TFA issuance through GLIMPS eliminates the need for documentation to be sent from the Area office to
headquarters in Edmonton since the system is accessed provincially.

In

TFAs are an important and effective tool in field delivery of SRD business. The responsibility and decision for
issuing TFAs is primarily at the operational field level and is a direct function of Area/client service.
TFAs are not a mechanism to respond to an applicant‟s lack of land use or operational planning. SRD staff will
ensure TFAs are issued in accordance with existing legislation, policy and procedure. TFAs are available to
support existing disposition authorizations if the request is within the confines of the TFA manual. TFAs are
not to be used to diminish the formal disposition issuance process. TFAs are temporary in nature and typically
issued for less than one year. If an applicant requires a longer period of time to conduct the activities approved
under the TFA, they should be directed to apply for a disposition (i.e. permit, license, or lease) with the
appropriate term.
With the creation of EAP, there are now options for a disposition applicant to identify certain incidental
activities required for the construction of that disposition without the need of a TFA. These incidental activities
must fall within the parameters as provided within this manual and need to be clearly identified on the
application plan submitted with the disposition application. See Section 3, pages 8 and 9 of this manual for
detailed information.
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Due to the delegation of authority under the Public Lands Act, the Mines and Minerals Act, and the Exploration
Regulation, the TFA is a field authority as any other disposition granted by the Crown. The delegated authority
provides for the issuance of a TFA under the Public Lands Act and Mines and Minerals Act.
All SRD authorizations are enforceable under SRD legislation; therefore, TFA documents, plans and conditions
must be available for inspection, or compliance and enforcement action.

2.0 Level Of Delegation
Public Lands Act

tiv

Section 20 of the Public Lands Act states:

e

As per the delegation of authority under the Public Lands Act, SRD staff may hold, from time-to-time, the
powers, duties and functions conferred on the Director of SRD. Within this delegation departmental officers,
have the authority pursuant to the Public Lands Act to issue an authorization for land activities under a TFA and
place appropriate conditions on them as necessary.

Occupation of land
20 (1) No person shall enter on and occupy public land for any purpose unless

In

ac

(a) the director has authorized that person to enter on and occupy the public land for a stated period
for the purpose of
(i) conducting appraisals, inspections, analyses, inventories or other investigations of the
natural resources that might exist on the land, or
(ii) exploring for or excavating fossil remains or objects of geological, ethnological, historical
or scientific interest,
(b) the director has authorized that person to enter on and immediately occupy the public land, in
respect of which the person has submitted an application for a disposition,
(c) the person is the holder of a registered fur management agreement under the Wildlife Act respecting
the public land,
(d) the person is the holder of a timber disposition under the Forests Act respecting the public land,
(e) the person is expressly authorized to enter on and occupy the public land for that purpose by the
director or an officer, or
(f) the person is otherwise authorized to enter on and occupy the public land under this Act or the
regulations.
The director or officer may grant an authorization under subsection (1) whether or not the public land
to which the authorization relates is the subject of a disposition at the time the authorization is given.
If there is a conflict between the terms and conditions of any authorization granted under subsection (1)
and any applicable ALSA regional plan, the ALSA regional plan prevails to the extent necessary to
resolve the conflict.
A person who is authorized to enter on and immediately occupy public land under subsection (1) (b) is
bound by this Act from the time the authorization is granted in the same manner and to the same extent
as if the disposition for which the person applied had been granted to the person.
If, in the director’s opinion, a disposition or authorization is necessary for the purposes of meeting the
objectives of an ALSA regional plan, the director may send a notice in writing to a person referred to in
subsection (1) (c) or (d) requiring the person to apply for a disposition or authorization within a
reasonable time determined by the director.

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
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(6)

A person who receives a notice under subsection (5) is bound by this Act from the date of the notice.

(7) The director or officer may impose any conditions the director or officer considers necessary on an
authorization granted by the director or officer pursuant to this section.
(8) The director may, before or as a condition of granting an authorization under subsection (1), require the
person to provide security in an amount and form acceptable to the director for any purpose that the
director considers necessary.
(9) Nothing in this section is to be construed as in any way derogating from or adding to the rights of
aboriginal peoples recognized and affirmed under Part 2 of the Constitution Act, 1982 or the rights of
Indians under the Transfer Agreement.

Mines and Minerals Act

e

As per the delegation of authority under the Mines and Minerals Act, under section 31 of the Exploration
Regulation and its associated Exploration Directive 2006-07 (Appendix D), designated SRD staff have the
authority to issue an authorization for additional land activities under a TFA that were not included in the
preliminary plan application and approval.

tiv

The authority for the issuance of TFAs described within Section 31 of the Exploration Regulation (284/2006)
states:

ac

Temporary field authorizations
31 After an exploration approval has been granted for a program of exploration on public land, the
Minister may, in accordance with the Exploration Directives, authorize
(a) the use of any existing cut lines or the cutting of new lines that were not shown on the
preliminary plan, or
(b) any other activities associated with the conduct of the program
This authority is granted to SRD staff and as described under the Exploration Regulation Section 6 and per
Exploration Directive 2006-07.
Exploration Directive 2006-07 states the program licensee or program permittee for an approved program may
request a geophysical TFA for additional land use. On public land, that request will be directed to the SRD staff
within the Area in which the exploration program was approved.

In

TFAs issued under Exploration Directive 2006-07 define the limits of new additional lines and the movement of
lines. If a request exceeds these limits, the applicant should be directed to amend their program.
For the purposes of consistency and clarification within these guidelines, staff designated under Ministerial
Order 19/08 and the Exploration Regulation will be referred to as ”SRD staff” from this point forward.
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3.0

TFA Application

A TFA application is required to be submitted for the issuance of a TFA. The TFA application provides SRD
staff pertinent information for review to correctly issue a TFA to an applicant. The issuance of a TFA for the
desired activity also shelters the applicant from future compliance actions as long as they comply with the
timing and conditions of that authority.

e

SRD, Lands Division has three application forms for TFA issuance:
1. Specific to applications for industrial activities
2. Specific to applications for rangeland activities
Rangeland Improvements
Haying operations/Permits

tiv

A completed and approved TFA application is required before a TFA can be issued.

TFA Application Standards

ac

1. Consent from Forest Management Agreement (FMA) or timber licence holders is not required for TFAs
associated with an existing disposition as consent was already obtained for the parent disposition. Consent
from FMA or timber licence holders is required for TFAs that are not associated with an existing
disposition. Consent is required from all other occupants of land (disposition holders).
2. First Nations consultation is not required for issuance of a TFA that is associated with an existing
disposition. First Nations consultation may be required for standalone TFAs as directed by the Government
of Alberta and departmental policy.1
3. Reclamation is required for all approved TFAs. If the activity approved under the TFA is deemed “specified
land,” it must adhere to the reclamation requirements under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement
Act (EPEA).

In

4. A TFA is not required for incidental activities identified on an approved disposition application plan
provided the incidental activities are:
a) without conflict and do not compromise already existing authorities or lease agreements,
b) an “allowed activity‟ type as described below including;
Borrow pits - that are;
o ≤ 0.4 hectares in size,
o located on average ≥800 meters apart,
o adjoining the approved associated disposition, and
o not located within the SRD Prairies Area,
Log decks – that are;
See Alberta’s First Nations Consultation Guidelines on Land Management and Resource Development,
November 2007.

1
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e

o ≤ 0.18 hectares in size,
o located on average ≥400 meters apart, and
o adjoining the approved associated disposition,
Temporary work space – that is;
o ≤ 0.04 hectares in size per instance, and
o adjoining the approved associated disposition,
Push outs – that are;
o ≤ 0.04 hectares in size per instance,
o located on average ≥800 meters apart, and
o adjoining the approved associated disposition,
Bank stabilization – that is;
o related to hill cuts impacted during site or access construction, and
o adjoining the approved associated disposition,
Any deviation beyond the above limitations will require the issuance of a TFA from a SRD office.

tiv

Incidental activities that are identified on the application plan of the approved EAP or EFR disposition are
available for use by the disposition holder up to a four year term from disposition issuance. If the four year
timeline has passed and the incidental activities are still required, the disposition holder is required to apply for a
TFA. This is to ensure that the clearing is still required after that timeline and stakeholder concerns are
mitigated.

Note: It must be clear to the disposition holder that the identification of these allowed incidental activities on

ac

the application plan only permit the disposition holder the use of these lands for that intended purpose,
However it does not preclude the application of dispositions by other resource users for the permanent use of
those same lands. (i.e. company X has identified log decks on proposed plan but doesn‟t plan construct until
year three (3), company Y plans a paralleling pipeline along right-of-way which may overlap or eliminate some
or all of these identified clearings.) This is allowed since the proposed incidental activities are only temporary
in nature and are not to interfere with disposition issuance or development.

In

TFA application for the purpose of changing a standard or condition of an existing disposition authorization is
not permitted. There can be however a request to relax a standard or condition to complete and activity if
unforeseen circumstances have occurred and where it benefits the department. Companies must work within the
existing disposition approval as applied for by them.
If the incidental activity is not shown on the application plan of an approved disposition, the disposition holder
must make application for a TFA for the use of public land.
During disposition field inspections, SRD staff will verify the size and use of permitted activities identified on
the application plan or issued through a TFA and ensure that they meet the dimensions/limitations and spacing
requirements described in this manual.
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Responsibilities of the TFA Applicant
TFA Applications - Lands
An industrial TFA application (Appendix A) was created specifically for industrial and geophysical activities.
The form needs to be completed in its entirety to ensure all pertinent information is provided for review. Some
activities that are applied for have additional requirements; if an application does not provide the required
details, SRD staff may request further information from the applicant or reject the TFA application.

e

Applicants needing a TFA must submit a TFA application form to the appropriate Area office. The application
form must be accompanied by all required information and consents (if required), as it informs SRD staff of the
type of TFA being applied for. The TFA application form is located on the SRD external website for use by
applicants.

tiv

The TFA Application can be submitted via email, regular mail or dropped off in person to the appropriate Area
office. SRD staff will review the application and issue a TFA within a targeted 2 business days. If this timeline
cannot be met, or if there are issues with the TFA application, SRD staff will notify the applicant and advise of
delays.
Specific, defined parameters provide applicants the ability to request the issuance of a TFA. These parameters
include:

ac

1. A TFA can only be issued to an applicant that has a current Client ID within GLIMPS. If you are unaware
if you possess a proper Client ID, please contact your local Area office. They can assist in verifying the
existence of a Client ID or provide direction for the creation of a Client ID. The form for the creation of a
Client ID can be found on the SRD External website.
If a Client ID requires to be created, this may add to the time required to issuance the TFA.
2. The TFA applicant is responsible for conducting a land search on the surface location being applied for to
ensure its availability and to identify any conflicts for the proposed activity. Required consents are to be
obtained and included as part of the TFA application.

In

3. The TFA applicant is responsible to resolve all land issues prior to applying for a TFA. This must be done
before a TFA can be issued (e.g., modifying or relocating the proposed activity).
4. TFAs issued under authority of the Mines and Minerals Act for geophysical activities can only be issued on
existing, approved geophysical programs. TFAs cannot be issued for early entry on geophysical programs.
5. TFAs associated with existing geophysical programs are to be issued in accordance with the purpose,
activity type and issuance parameters as defined within this manual.
6. Proposed additional clearings must be properly located, sized and deemed appropriate as directed within the
TFA manual, specifically;
Conforms to a valid purpose
Conforms to a sanctioned, allowed activity
Meets the issuance parameters, limitations and conditions, which might be subject to topographical
and watercourse feature constraints

7. Other affected government agencies and/or municipal authorities must be identified on the TFA application
if the proposed activity is associated with, or will affect, land or resources under the
jurisdiction/administration of another agency.
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8. Where a TFA application is for an activity that may require a Water Resources Permit as identified in the
Water Act, then the applicant must request said permit from Alberta Environment.
9. All TFA applications must indicate the specific land(s) being requested for temporary use. A complete legal
land location must be provided for each Project Identifier on the TFA application down to the quarter
section. In addition the applicant will also provide a GPS point coordinate of that proposed activity that is
used for TFA issuance and information within follow-up TFA reports.
10. The completed TFA application is to be sent to the appropriate Area office via email, mail or courier, or can
be dropped off in person. Any consents or First Nations consultation documentation, (if required) must be
attached to the application for review.
If the TFA application is for incidental activities in support of an approved disposition for which consent
was already granted, additional FMA consent for the issuance of the TFA is not required.

e

If there are any questions regarding the need or the completion of the consent form, the applicant is advised
to contact local SRD Area staff. The consent form can be obtained from the SRD Area office or found on
the external SRD website.

tiv

11. The TFA holder must keep a copy of the approved TFA on site for reference and guidance. Consultants or
contractors working on behalf of the client need to ensure the parent disposition holder is provided a copy of
the TFA for their file and for future reference.
12. The TFA holder needs to ensure that the standards or conditions of the TFA are followed.
13. The TFA holder, if conditioned by SRD staff to apply within a defined timeline for a; new disposition,
amendment to an existing disposition or application for an EAP Final Plan submission, the TFA holder must
ensure that these applications occur within the identified timelines or compliance action may result.

ac

Delays of the TFA holder to submit applications for disposition, amendment or Final Plan submissions
based on continued use of crown land or changes to disposition boundaries may result in the issuance of this
land to other competing or ongoing disposition applications.
14. A Landscape Analysis Tool (LAT) Report will not be required for the issuance of a stand alone TFA. The
LAT can be used to identify sensitive features and appropriate standards or conditions, but a LAT report is
not required.

In

15. A LAT Report will not be required for TFAs that are associated with a parent disposition that has been
approved under the EAP process or under an Environment Field Report (EFR).
TFA issuance to associated dispositions will be subject to the standards and conditions of the parent
disposition and as a result, must align and not conflict with the EFR or the LAT Report of the EAP
disposition approval.
Note: It is the responsibility of the TFA applicant to ensure that any TFA request associated to an existing
disposition, does not conflict with the standards, conditions and or any part of that disposition document
including the EFR, Application supplements or LAT Report.

16. If TFA issuance is permitted for an EAP short term disposition and the additional clearing results in a
permanent change to the area or ongoing use to the disposition, then the disposition holder must identify
these changes within the final submission application to Disposition Services Section (DSS).
17. TFAs may be granted to applicants for already constructed dispositions approved under EFR or EAP
dispositions that have already received final disposition approval. In these cases, permanent changes to the
area or ongoing use to the disposition can be addressed through the disposition amendment process.
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18. TFAs will not be granted to EAP disposition holders if the Short Term disposition has expired and the site
has not been entered.
19. TFAs cannot be requested by a disposition holder for altering a Standard EAP disposition to that of a NonStandard EAP disposition. Companies must work within the existing disposition approval as applied for by
them.
20. A TFA can only be issued if an applicant has a Client ID within Land Registries. If a TFA application is
submitted by an individual who is not presently a client within Land Registries, then a Client ID will have to
be created, which may delay the issuance of the TFA. Contact the issuing office should you have any
questions.

TFA Applications - Range

e

Range TFA applications are specific to rangeland improvements and haying operation/permits (Appendix B).
Consent is not required for range TFAs, but a condition of the TFA may require stakeholder notification prior to
the TFA holder performing the activity.

tiv

In regards to range improvements, the TFA is used to initiate and track activities that have been sanctioned
through an agricultural disposition or in some cases a range management plan. SRD staff will review the request
from the disposition or permit holder with respect to the approved agricultural disposition and determine if the
activity can occur.
If the activity is sanctioned by SRD staff, a Range Improvement Application or Hay Authorization Application
must be filled out for the required activity before the TFA is approved.
With respect to a haying permit, the TFA is used to initiate and track this type of activity on the land; however, a
haying permit will be issued in conjunction with the TFA.

ac

A Range Improvement Application or a Hay Authorization Application for rangeland activities (Appendix B) is
available at the Area office.

Sketch Plan Standards

In

When applying for a TFA, a sketch plan is required to illustrate to SRD staff where the actual activity is to take
place and its dimensions. The sketch plan will also show the proposed activity in relation to the surrounding area
for illustration and verification that land use conflicts do not exist.
The standards for a TFA application with a sketch plan are as follows:
Sketch plan must be clearly drawn, accurate and created to scale. Additions that are being applied for
may be sketched on the survey plan from the approved parent disposition.
Sketch plan is to be submitted on 8½ x 11 or 8½ x 14 sized paper unless a larger sheet is required to
show multiple clearings.
A title block or heading must be included on the sketch plan and will indicate:
- Legal description (township, range, meridian, section and/or plan, block, lot text) and GPS
coordinates (in deg/min/sec)
- Applicant/company name (do not use company logos)
- Submitted at a 1:5000 scale if involves land within a ¼ section
- Submitted at a 1:10000 scale if involves land over a ¼ section
- A north arrow
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e

Area(s) of activity in the sketch plan to be approved must be outlined and distinct enough to eliminate
possible confusion as to the area being applied for.
Area of activity is to be given in hectares with dimensions clearly indicated on the sketch plan (length
and width in meters).
Any water bodies/watercourses in proximity to proposed activity are to be identified, and distances
between the water body/watercourse and the activity clearly noted.
Any existing dispositions or authorizations adjacent to and/or through the proposed TFA activity must
be identified.
The sketch plan can be submitted on aerial imagery; however, line work must be in clear tones and
easily identified.
The TFA applicant may discuss the sketch plan requirements with SRD staff at the Area office to
determine acceptability.

As Built Plans

tiv

At times it is a requirement that an “As-Built Plan” be submitted to the Area office to verify the amount of
clearing that took place under a TFA authority. This is to assist SRD staff in the management and inspection of
the approved clearings. As-Built Plans will be placed on the TFA file and, if possible, attached digitally to the
TFA file in GLIMPS. As-Built Plans must be of survey or GIS mapping quality.
As-Built plans will be a requirement conditioned on the TFA at time of issuance. Please refer to the TFA
document to see if an As-Built plan is required.

ac

4.0 TFA Issuance

The issuance of a TFA does not replace existing legislation, or cancel any standards, conditions or agreements
conveyed, or referred to in the disposition authorization document. The TFA manual and its procedures will
assist SRD staff in providing quicker, more efficient service to clients, while still meeting the requirements of
departmental legislation and authority.

In

These TFA manual operational procedures also provide considerable flexibility in their use. A TFA will be
issued if the request falls within the parameters of this manual. Should a TFA application fall outside the
issuance parameters, SRD staff have the authority to advise the applicant to;
Apply for the appropriate lands disposition
Request that the issued EAP Short Term disposition(s) be cancelled and the disposition holder reapply
with their revised parameters
Request that the existing disposition(s) that have been constructed or received final disposition
authorization be amended as defined by departmental legislation and policy.

If a disposition type does not exist for the activity being requested, SRD staff will seek direction from their
supervisor and/or headquarters staff at Lands Division, Land Management Branch.
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TFA Issuance Standards
The following issuance standards apply to all TFAs:
1. TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act or Mines and Minerals Act cannot revert back to “In
progress” after three months from the date it was originally issued. If a TFA was issued in error, SRD staff
must follow the procedures identified later in this section.
2. Consent from Forest Management Agreement (FMA) or timber licence holders is not required for TFAs
associated with an existing disposition as consent was already obtained for the parent disposition. Consent
from FMA or timber licence holders is required for TFAs that are not associated with an existing
disposition. Consent is required from all other occupants of land (disposition holders).
3. First Nations consultation may be required for standalone TFAs as directed by the Government of Alberta
and departmental policy.2

e

4. The Area is responsible for the referral of TFA applications based upon the type of activity being requested
and impacts to other stakeholders. TFA referrals are at the discretion of issuing SRD staff.

Responsibilities of SRD

tiv

5. Reclamation is a requirement of all approved TFAs. If the activity approved under the TFA is
deemed “specified land,” it must adhere to the reclamation requirements under the
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA).

ac

SRD staff must ensure the proposed use of the TFA does not conflict with existing legislation, policy, land use
objectives or land availability. The proposed land use must conform to all applicable Integrated Resource Plans
(IRPs), access management plans, and all departmental land use policies (i.e. Staff Directives, Standard
Operating Procedures). TFA issuance must follow the principles of integrated land management and any
direction provided within local and regional plans. The following points are to be by considered SRD staff prior
to issuance of a TFA:
1. SRD staff must ensure that the TFA applicant is a valid client within GLIMPS. If not, a Client ID needs to
be created which can be requested through the form found on the SRD External website. Once a Client ID
has been created, the TFA can be issued.

In

Since the process for the creation of Client IDs is managed by the Department of Energy, staff may need to
advise applicants that this may delay the issuance of the TFA.

2. SRD staff must ensure they understand the “Purpose” and intent behind the TFA being applied for, and that
the correct “Purpose” is selected during TFA issuance.

3. TFAs must identify the specific land being used. Legal land locations must be identified down to the quarter
section and GPS coordinates supplied for the proposed activity.
4. There may be instances where the land(s) identified in the TFA application falls within all or part of an
existing Public Lands Act disposition. (i.e. TFA request for a campsite on an abandoned wellsite). In these
cases, SRD will decide if a TFA needs to be issued or if the applicant will be directed to reach an agreement
with the disposition holder to use the site.
If SRD decides that a TFA is to be issued (i.e. Activity allowed on a Grazing Disposition) the TFA applicant
must obtain consent from that disposition holder.
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5. Before issuing a TFA associated to a disposition, SRD staff will review the disposition file to ensure that
TFA issuance coincides with the authority granted by the disposition, and takes into consideration any
standards or conditions within the disposition, including the, EFR, application supplements and the LAT
Report.
(i.e. disposition holder applies for additional clearings adjacent to the access road within a burrowing owl
range; therefore the company will be required to ensure that the incidental clearings meet the requirements
of proper setbacks from burrowing owl habitats via a wildlife survey or use of the previous conducted
survey information.)
6. If the issuance of a TFA causes a permanent change to the associated disposition, including the management
of the associated disposition (i.e. Wellsite to Wellsite and Camp), then an amendment or an EAP Final plan
submission is required from the disposition holder.
To ensure land tenure is protected, SRD staff need to direct the disposition holder to submit these
amendments or Final Plans without delay and not wait to for renewal or final plan submission deadlines.

e

7. As a target, SRD staff are required to review the TFA application within two business days. If this timeline
cannot be met, or if there are issues with the TFA application, staff are to notify the TFA applicant of any
delays in processing.

tiv

8. SRD staff need to indicate at the time of TFA issuance whether a disposition or a disposition amendment
application, is required.
Lands Division, Disposition Services Section will refer to the GLIMPS database to follow-up on identified
TFA Clients that are required to apply for a disposition, or file an amendment or submit a final plan
submission as a result of TFA issuance.

TFA Conditions

ac

SRD staff are responsible to ensure that a TFA is issued with the appropriate conditions or standards applicable
to the specific purpose or activity of that TFA. Every TFA that is issued forms a departmental approval under
the Public Lands Act or Mines and Minerals Act and therefore, the standards or conditions of that TFA form an
integral part of that document and any subsequent compliance that may need to be carried out.
Within GLIMPS, the issuer has the ability to select standards or conditions from predetermined condition
categories, specifically;
Geophysical
Industrial & Commercial
EAP Approval Standards and Operating Conditions (to be added to the GLIMPS TFA system in the
near future)
Bed and Shore
Custom (ability for issuers to create conditions)

In







A TFA that is associated to an existing disposition will be conditioned as per that associated disposition
authority and therefore will be subject to the dispositions standards and/or conditions. Additional standards or
conditions can be added during TFA issuance to further clarify parameters around the incidental clearings, but
staff need to ensure that the TFA and disposition documents do not contradict unless it is made abundantly clear
in the TFA document.
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TFA Timelines or Term
TFA timelines (term) dictate when the activity can occur, as well as when the activity must be completed.
TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act, generally, cannot exceed:
One-year term for industrial oil and gas activities
Two-year term for range activities
There are some activities that may require longer than one year (i.e. bank stabilization). SRD staff may grant an
extension to the term of a TFA at their discretion. The TFA holder may request an extension to the TFA if the
activity is going to take longer than what was allowed in the original term of the TFA. If the TFA has not
expired, SRD staff may adjust the date if appropriate to do so. If the TFA has expired, the TFA holder must
apply for a new TFA.
TFAs issued under authority of the Mines and Minerals Act, are:

e

Not to exceed one year unless the activity is associated with the ongoing operation of the geophysical
disposition. This is at the discretion of the departmental officer and in consideration of procedures set
out in this TFA manual.

tiv

SRD staff must ensure the TFA term applied for is adequate for the construction, operation and completion of
the activity. When associated with an existing disposition, staff must ensure the TFA does not exceed the expiry
date of that disposition. TFAs do not always need to be issued for the maximum term as described above.
The TFA term will define the expiry date by which the client must complete the activity. If the client cannot
complete the activity within the term allotted, they may need to request amendment of the TFA expiry date or
make application for a new TFA.

ac

SRD staff may grant an extension to the TFA term at their discretion if the request for extension
falls within 3 months of the TFA issuance date. If a TFA extension is not feasible or the 3 month
timeline has passed, the TFA holder may need to apply for a new TFA or SRD staff may advise
that a disposition be issued in its place.

In

Note: A TFA under the Public Lands Act or Mines and Minerals Act can be amended by changing the form
status from “Completed” to “In Progress” only if the request falls within 3 months of the TFA issuance date.
The three month window for TFA edits is enabled to ensure ongoing changes do not affect quarterly reporting.
Three months after a TFA has been issued, it is included into an automatically generated quarterly report to
FMA holders based on the timber reporting quarters of;
February to April
May to July
August to October
November to January

Once a TFA expires it remains within GLIMPS but its status is automatically changed to “cancelled”. TFAs
listed on the Land Status Automated System (LSAS) are also updated to reflect this cancelled status.

Unforeseen Circumstances
Throughout the construction and operation of a disposition, there may be unforeseen extenuating circumstances
or situations that may prevent the disposition holder from meeting a standard or condition. It is the
understanding of SRD that a mechanism is required to respond to these occurrences, if warranted. The issuance
of this type of authority must be evaluated methodically since relaxing the original requirements of the standard
April 2011

© 2011 Government of Alberta

Page 15 of 48

TFA Guidelines
or condition of the parent disposition may affect the continued management of the disposition or have effect
onto future compliance actions.
As the majority of standards deal with the planned construction, sizing and siting of the activity, any possible
known deviation from an agreed to standard or condition should be taken into account by the disposition holder
in the planning process prior to application resulting in the application for the applicable non-standard
disposition. It must be very clear that the use of a TFA to relax a standard or condition for planning shortfalls
will not be allowed.
It must be understood that any request for the issuance of a TFA for unforeseen circumstances must meet all the
following criteria. The issuance of a TFA can be considered if;

tiv

e

Unforeseen, extenuating circumstances can be verified (ie. the proponent could not reasonably be
expected to foresee the circumstances, and the circumstances are also extenuating)
It will not alleviate any contractual responsibility of the Disposition holder,
It will not change the future management or operation of the parent disposition beyond the issuance
period of the TFA,
It will not compromise environmental integrity,
The disposition holder can prove due diligence and proper planning in attempting to complete
operations as per the disposition standards or conditions,
Where relaxation of the standard or condition will not detract from (or may benefit) the departments
management of the resources under its mandate, (ie. Extension of timing restraint allowed industry to
complete operations and not return the following year avoiding possible access degradation and
additional wildlife exposure to industry)

ac

Based on the type of standard or condition being considered, the issuing officer is required to discuss the
approval of the TFA with the affected or mandated agency prior to a decision being reached (i.e. Refer and
discuss with Fish and Wildlife around considerations of a wildlife timing condition). Impacts to that resource
need to be considered prior to granting any TFA approval. The referred to agency can assist in the TFA review,
justification of approval or aid in the addition of any conditions appropriate should the TFA be granted.

In

Should there be a decision to grant the TFA for unforeseen circumstances, to implement the issuance of the
TFA, the issuing officer will;
1. Select, Additional Activities as the Purpose type,
2. Identify that this is a “Unforeseen Circumstance” in the Specifics field under the purpose type,
3. Ensure detailed comments are placed within the Comments section of the TFA describing the specific
Standard/Condition that is being affected and for what reasons (i.e. Company XXX is requesting that
SRD relax Standard 100.9.7.1 – Conduct industrial activity from July 1st to August 22nd (inclusive).
After review and based on downhole delays not expected by the company and the reduced impact to
wildlife of having the company complete operations and not return to the Area until next year within the
proper timing window, a 2 week extension will be granted. See conditions.),
4. Ensure appropriate conditions are attached to the TFA, specific as to what is being relaxed and under
what circumstances (i.e. Standard 100.9.7.1 – Conduct industrial activity from July 1st to August 22nd
(inclusive) has been relaxed to allow disposition holder to complete operations by July 15th).
5. Ensure company is aware of their obligations and conditions of the TFA.
If the associated disposition has not been entered, SRD staff shall direct the disposition holder to cancel the
disposition and reapply for a disposition with the appropriate standards or conditions.
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If staff have any concerns or questions around TFAs for unforeseen circumstances, they need to involve their
supervisor or Program Manager.

TFA Issuance Charges
TFAs are processed by the Lands Dispositions Branch; Disposition Services Section through GLIMPS to ensure
the TFA client is charged the appropriate land use rate relative to the disposition type.
The TFA client is charged based upon the authorized activity (clearing) and TFA charges are applied to all
TFAs issued as defined within the Activity Charge Category (Table 1, Section 5 and Section 6).
For Timber Damage Assessment (TDA) the Crown‟s share of TDA owing is determined and then charged on a
per hectare basis by way of the TDA Crown Dues and Rate Table in effect. The FMA holder separately collects
their share of TDA based upon the FMA/Crown AAC share represented in this same table.

e

The TFA issuance charges applied are for the use of land and for the stated term. If a TFA holder does not
execute their TFA the full amount of charges and crowns share of TDA is still collected and not refunded. If a
TFA extension is granted, no additional charges will be incurred. If the TFA expires and a new TFA is issued
for the same land, new charges and TDA will be applied and collected.

tiv

For TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act the charges and TDA are collected concurrent with the
TFA issuance.
For TFAs issued under authority of the Mines and Minerals Act the charges and TDA is collected at the
conclusion of the exploration program. For these exploration programs the amount of TDA is based upon the
program approval date and the TDA Crown Dues and Rate Table in effect at that time. For the purposes of TDA
calculation refer to the GEO 33 Form.

ac

Timely and accurate TFA issuance ensures the FMA holders are properly compensated for the loss of FMA land
and that the Crown is compensated for the occupation and use of public land.

TFA File Management

In

A paper copy of the TFA approval is not required for the departmental file at headquarters in Edmonton. A
signed copy by the TFA issuing Officer may be retained at the Area office under the associated disposition
number or filed under the issued TFA number.
All TFAs issued through GLIMPS will become part of the GLIMPS system and in the near future will be
uploaded to the Electronic Content Management (ECM) system as a digital file. Any sketch plans or pictures
related to the TFA are to be attached by Area staff to this digital TFA file. TFAs issued for geophysical
operations will also become part of the Application Disposition Electronic Process and Tracking (ADEPT)
system.
TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act will be recorded and tracked in GLIMPS. TFAs for LSAS
clients are also tracked within LSAS. This will continue until the replacement of the LSAS system in realized.
TFAs issued under authority of the Mines and Minerals Act will have limited information uploaded into
GLIMPS and will remain confidential. As well, a PDF copy of the TFA is uploaded and stored within ADEPT.
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© 2011 Government of Alberta

Page 17 of 48

TFA Guidelines
TFA Amendment or Reactivation
There are instances when a TFA can be amended due to unforeseen circumstances or required operational
changes. The decision to amend a TFA resides with Area SRD staff. Area staff must ensure when amending a
TFA that the requested additional activities fall within scope of the original TFA purpose code/allowed
activities/issuance parameters.
Area staff may also opt to issue a new TFA rather than amend.
TFAs that are “Completed” and have passed the three month timeline from the date of original issuance cannot
be changed back to “In Progress”. Once the TFA is “Completed” and passes the three month timeline then
Public Lands Act TFAs will be recorded within the FMA quarterly report whereas Mines and Minerals Act
TFAs are sent to ADEPT as a digital PDF to complete the geophysical disposition file.

e

TFA errors or amendments must be addressed before the three month timeline; otherwise service providers for
both GLIMPS and ADEPT become involved to delete and/or update the record in error and replace it with a
correct one.
Procedure for reactivating a “Completed” TFA is as follows:

ac

tiv

1. TFA issuer must notify their supervisor and decide whether the error is worthy of correction.
2. If worthy the TFA issuer must then notify GLIMPS and/or ADEPT service providers and explain rationale
to reactivate the “Completed” TFA.
3. For Public Lands Act TFAs, the TFA issuer then enters back into the TFA (now “In Progress”), makes
corrections, and returns it to “Completed” status.
4. An email from the TFA issuer to the affected FMA holder(s) is required to advise them that a duplicate TFA
may possibly show on their quarterly report.
5. For Mines and Minerals Act TFAs, the TFA issuer contacts the ADEPT service provider to ask to have the
incorrect TFA deleted from the ADEPT geophysical disposition file. Note the TFA issuer needs to provide
the ADEPT service provider with the parent geophysical disposition number and the TFA number.
6. If agreed to, the ADEPT service provider will delete the identified TFA PDF file under the geophysical
disposition and notify the TFA issuer.

In

7. TFA issuer will then notify the GLIMPS service provider to ask to have the identified TFA in GLIMPS
returned back to “In Progress.” This will allow the TFA issuer to go back into the GLIMPS environment
and open the TFA and make any changes as required.
8. Once updates have been addressed, the TFA issuer can then again place the TFA back to “Completed”. The
revised TFA will then be uploaded into ADEPT to ensure the digital file is accurate and complete.
9. For Mines and Minerals Act TFAs, the TFA issuer is not required to update respective FMA holders as they
are reported through the final plan submitted by the geophysical disposition holder.
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5.0 TFAs Issued Under The Public Lands Act
This section defines the TFA standards for TFAs issued under authority of the Public Lands Act specific to
purpose code, allowed activities and issuance parameters (see Table 1). Adhering to TFA issuance standards
ensures the:
TFA applicant has received the appropriate authority to conduct a land use activity on public land; and
Government of Alberta has consistently and diligently authorized the TFA activities to be conducted in
accordance with applicable legislation, policy, and issued per the scope of SRD staff roles and
responsibilities.

e

Purpose Codes Definitions and Descriptions
Information received from the TFA client must be accurate so that the department can properly issue the TFA.
When issuing a TFA, SRD staff must ensure all components listed within Table 1, Section 5 are understood and
properly applied:

tiv

Purpose Code ─ Identifies the primary use of the application and what the TFA is issued for. The purpose
code provides the basis for placement of timelines and conditions for the TFA.
Allowed Activities ─ Identifies the types of activities allowed under the specific purpose code. This
sometimes gets confused with the purpose code.

ac

Activity Charge Category ─ This indicator allows the department to accurately assess land use charges for
the TFA activity. Without this being defined, the department has no information to assess charges to the
TFA holder (See Section 6.0).
Public Lands Disposition Authority ─ Illustrates the equivalent disposition available (if any) for a similar
purpose that can be issued should the activity require a longer term.
Issuance Parameters / Remarks ─ Contains expected TFA issuance standards plus provides SRD staff
with guidance. These standards ensure TFA issuance falls within current staff roles and responsibilities,
business procedures and aligns with current disposition processes.

In

The majority of TFAs issued for allowed activities (clearings) by SRD staff should be associated with an
approved disposition /activity authorized under the Public Lands Act or the Mines and Minerals Act.
Staff must ensure that any TFA issued for activities (clearings) without an associated disposition have a valid
purpose as defined by this TFA manual and that a TFA client contact is identified or created through GLIMPS.
Prior to TFA issuance, SRD staff must ensure all Table 1 Purpose Code definitions and descriptions apply to the
TFA.
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Table 1. Purpose Codes Definitions and Descriptions
Allowed Activities

.1 Additional Activity*
This is an activity that
occurs primarily in
association with an
existing disposition
which allows industry to
request short term
access to public land to
conduct a specific
activity.

Borrow Pits: Mechanical
excavation which results in
the removal of borrow (non
manufacturing clay only) for
the construction of or in
association with an existing
disposition. Site should be
contoured to control outflow
drainage in an appropriate
manner.

Activity Charge
Category
Borrow

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority
SMC or SML may be
required for larger borrow
areas depending upon the
size and duration of use.
SMC or SML is required if
the applicant wishes to
sell the excavated
material or if the material
is being used for multiple
dispositions.

Issuance
Parameters

Remarks

For the duration of
construction and/or for
maintenance or future
development
requirements.

Final reclamation is
associated with the
parent disposition.

Where a TFA is issued,
it may also need to
address temporary
access if the borrow
material is to be
transported to a site off
the disposition.

No additional authority is
required when borrow
material is extracted
within an approved rightof-way conditioned for
this activity; i.e., borrow
material taken during a
ditch cut of an access
road.

Borrow material is
normally not subject to
royalty charges.

tiv

e

Purpose Code

Log Deck

N/A

For the duration of
clearing, harvesting and
removal of the affected
timber.

Final reclamation of
site(s) is associated with
the parent disposition.

Temporary Work Space:
The use of existing
clearings or the new
clearing of public land to
facilitate the construction of
a disposition or operation
or assist in an emergency
situation (i.e. pipeline break
or spill).

Temporary Workspace

N/A

Temporary workspace
areas should utilize
natural or existing
clearings.

Final reclamation of
site(s) is associated with
the parent disposition.

Push Outs: Areas created
primarily along linear
dispositions that allow
equipment the ability to turn
around within a narrow
right-of-way.

Temporary Workspace

N/A

Push Outs should utilize
natural or existing
clearings.

Final reclamation of
site(s) is associated with
the parent disposition.

Bank Stabilization: The
mechanical re-contouring
of the;
bed and shore of a
water body, or
hill cuts associated
with the construction
of a disposition (i.e.
access road or
wellsite),
to reduce or prevent
erosion or slumping of the
bank or hillside.

For Watercourses and
Access roads:
Additional Clearing
(LOC rates to apply)

LOC

TFAs related to bed and
shore activities are
issued for short-term
durations where there
will be no permanent
structure on the bed and
shore of a watercourse
or water body. These
TFAs are to facilitate
access to the site for
development purposes,
or to conduct actual inwater activity.

Allowed for
reconstruction of
watercourses and banks
to prevent erosion or
bank degradation.

In

ac

Log Deck: The
construction of clearings
that allow for the storage
and handling of
merchantable timber.

For Sites:
Temporary Workspace

Includes, but is not
limited to:
- Backsloping
- Corner cuts on linear
ROWS
- Bore sites
- Debris storage
- Bell Holes
- Spill containment

NOTE: An LOC should
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Activity (clearing) may
require an amendment
to the original
disposition. This falls
under the Area staff’s
discretion.

Also allowed for the
disposition holder to be
issued access to lands
outside of the
disposition boundary to
properly contour hill
slopes to prevent
erosion and allow the
establishment of
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

5.1 Additional Activity
Continued *
Additional Clearing

N/A

(rates will be captured
by Disposition Services
Section in the
disposition final plan or
amendment
submission)

Remarks

be issued for all activity
that result in significant
or permanent works
occupying the bed and
shore of a watercourse
or water body and / or
public access is
hindered.

vegetation.

Allowed Additions (not
applicable to Prairies
Area / lands under a
GRL):

Changes for sites,
access, realignment,
linear disposition to be
identified on final plan
submission or on the
disposition amendment.

Additional Area:
Sites:

e

Additions of Area to
approved Dispositions:
Includes adding area to an
approved disposition /
activity or can allow some
realignment of linear
disposition / activities.

Issuance
Parameters

tiv

Drilling (MSL) ─ Single
well pads can be
expanded up to 0.72 ha
to accommodate the
second well center and
all other well centres up
to 0.20 ha per well
center.

In

ac

Other Uses (MLL, MSL,
MLP) ─ for additional
area needs around site
expansion due to
ongoing operation of the
site, up to 15m allowed
per side.

Requested changes
must comply with the
parent dispositions
standards and operating
conditions including the
LAT report...
Authorized changes
must be identified within
the final disposition
submission (EAP disp)
or through an
amendment (EFR disp).

Linear:
(LOC, EZE, VCE) - up to
2 km in length and/or up
to 5 m in width.

Realignment:
Linear:
(LOC, EZE, PLA, VCE.)
- allow movement up to
a maximum of 150m
from center line
alignment.
Sites:
(MLL, MSL, MLP) –
wellcenter or activity
must remain part of the
original disposition (i.e.
revised site must fall on
part of the original
location). e.g., wellsite
centre moving to where
the site must be altered
to compensate.
Movement off original
site will require the
cancelation (EAP disp)
or amendment (EFR
disp) to occur prior.
Cannot be authorized
under the parent
disposition sketch or
survey plan.
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

Issuance
Parameters

Remarks

* NOTE: Some additional activities within identified sizing parameters and locations can be
shown on a disposition application plan AND therefore, would not require the issuance of a
TFA. A TFA is required for any other uses of public land.
See TFA Issuance Standards, Point #8 of this manual or contact your local Area office should
you have questions or concerns.

Containment Berm – On
Site: The construction of a
barrier of impermeable soil
that restricts the movement
of fluids on a disposition or
adjacent to a disposition.

N/A

In most cases,
conditioned under Letter
of Authority

Containment Berm ─

In most cases,
conditioned under Letter
of Authority

Temporary work space

N/A

Off Site: The construction
of a barrier of impermeable
soil that restricts the
movement of fluids.

Industrial Campsite: A
campsite in conjunction
with an industrial operation;
i.e., oil and gas drilling,
exploration or timber
harvesting.

Campsite

In

5.3 Campsites ─
Allows approval to
construct a campsite for
the purpose of allowing
temporary buildings and
structures to be placed
on public land that
support workers for a
specific activity. Existing
clearings are preferred
over new cut sites.
Consent is required from
the local municipality
prior to issuing the TFA.

Commercial Campsite: A
campsite in conjunction
with a commercial venture.
i.e., guiding and outfitting.

April 2011

Permission may be
granted to construct
these barriers if the
reasons are valid; i.e.,
protection of for wildlife
or public safety reasons.

If in the departments’
opinion, the size and
construction of the
campsite may cause
future remediation or
management issues, the
applicant will be directed
to one of two disposition
options:

May remain on site until
the issue is permanently
resolved.

Temporary use to assist
in clean-up of accident.

Temporary campsites
must be authorized
under a TFA for up to
one year and cannot be
approved under the
parent dispositions
application plan.

Can be related to an
activity authorized under
the Public Lands Act,
Forest Act or Mines and
Minerals Act, or be a
request on its own when
a temporary campsite is
required on Crown land.

MLL – more than 1
year.

If in the departments’
opinion, the size and
construction of the
campsite may cause
future remediation or
management issues, the
applicant will be directed

Temporary campsites
must be authorized
under a TFA for up to
one year and cannot be
approved under the
parent disposition
application plan.

© 2011 Government of Alberta

Manmade structures
may persist on land for
an extended time but
must be removed when
no longer required.

Permission may be
granted to construct
these barriers if the
reasons are valid; i.e.,
protection of for wildlife
or public safety reasons.

Consent is required from
the local FMAs and the
TFA will be subject to
conditions that
appropriate permits and
municipal authorities
must be granted tot he
TFA holder prior to entry
to ensure all municipal,
OH&S and health
regulations are upheld.

MLP – 1 year or
less.

Campsite

Companies may be
using an existing LOC or
utilizing temporary
access.

e

N/A

tiv

Access Berm: The
construction of a barrier to
restrict access.
Construction may consist of
soil, sand or gravel, timber
or of an appropriate
manmade structure.

ac

5.2 Berm ─ A manmade embankment of
soil or other acceptable
material used to create a
barrier to restrict access
or constructed to inhibit
or divert fluids/water
from leaving a site.

Open clay sumps are
still allowed but
discretion by SRD staff
is required to ensure
that capacity of the
sump is adequate for
the population and
Page 22 of 48
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority
to one of two disposition
options:
MLP – 1 year or
less.
MLL – more than 1
year.

Campsite

If in the departments’
opinion, the size and
construction of the
campsite may cause
future remediation or
management issues, the
applicant will be directed
to one of two disposition
options:

Remarks

SRD staff are to review
the current Horse
Holding, Guide and
Outfitter and ATRL
policy directives for
further guidance.

duration of the camp.
Contained sumps or
removal of fluids to
disposal facilities may
be required. Applicant
is advised to discuss
waste disposal options
with the local
municipality.

New cut clearings can
be approved only when
absolutely required

Applicant is to be
specific on use since
campsites are built to
assist other activities
and need to be
temporary in nature.

Temporary campsites
must be authorized
under a TFA and cannot
be approved under the
parent disposition
application plan.

e

Recreational Campsite:
A campsite established for
an organized event that will
extend past the 14-day
guideline.

Issuance
Parameters

MLP – 1 year or
less.

Remote / off-lease sump
site:
Used for single drilling
disposition.

Remote Sump

N/A

TFA issued as per
ERCB Directive 50.

TFA remains within the
GLIMPS system
indefinitely.

MSL

TFA can be issued with
the condition that the
company must apply for
a MSL disposition within
a time allotted from the
issue date of the TFA.

Company must apply for
the proper disposition.

Remote / off-lease sump
site ─ multiple
dispositions: Sump fluid is
from numerous drilling
locations or site contains
multiple sump pits and will
require additional time for
cleanup beyond
reclamation of the drilling
site. This includes sumps
required for oil sand
exploration (OSE)
activities.

Remote Sump

Sump Sites for Private
Land Dispositions: Sites
requested when no private
land is available.

Remote Sump

MSL

TFA can be issued with
the condition that the
company must apply for
a MSL disposition within
30 days of the issued
TFA.

If sump is for a wellsite
located on non-public
land as defined in the
Public Lands Act, or is
being used for more
than one wellsite, a MSL
is required.

N/A

N/A

For duration of shallow
gas well drilling period,
not life of any associated
MSL. One spread only
per site.

In accordance with the
―Guidelines for Land
Spraying While Drilling
on Native Prairie
Grasslands on Public
Land in the White Area‖
policy document.

N/A

N/A

For duration of shallow
gas well drilling period,
not for life of associated
MSL. Only one spread
per site.

A site-specific approval
issued by the ERCB is
required for DFPL
operations.

Company must apply for a
disposition when using
public land for this
purpose.

In

ac

5.4 Drilling Waste
Disposal ─ Refers to
authorization for the
ability to handle or store
drilling fluids during
drilling activities. Usually
selected for construction
of a remote sump. Refer
to ERCB Directive 50
Drilling Waste
Management.

tiv

MLL – more than 1
year.

Land Spraying (LWD):
Concurrent with drilling
activity on native prairie
grasslands and in the
White Area with written
consent of land
owner/occupant.
Disposal on Forested
Public Land (DFPL):
Concurrent with drilling
activity on minimal
disturbance sites in the
Green Area. Does not
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

apply to lands under an oil
sand exploration (OSE)
program.
Entry onto Industrial
Activities: Early entry can
be granted for companies
or individuals to begin
using or clearing sites as
per the applied for
disposition. Construction of
any associated
infrastructure cannot be
undertaken until all formal
approvals have been
secured.

N/A

Dependant on the parent
activity

Education / Research
Activity: An institution
may need to clear a site to
set up monitoring
equipment.

5.7 Erosion Protection
─ Issued when a
company requires

Installation of Erosion
Control Methods: A
company requires authority

The TFA allows the
applicant the right of
access and to
commence site
preparation.
TFA must quote the
associated disposition
number.

e
Additional Clearing

In

5.6 Education /
Research Activity ─
Where institutions
require use of public
land to conduct studies
or education practices,
and require some type
of clearing or physical
use of the site.

April 2011

Early entry can be
granted when excessive
delays occur in the
processing time for the
issuance of a disposition
application. Factors
where Early Entry TFAs
would be considered:
-Disposition must have
been reviewed by all
referral agencies,
-Standards and
conditions must already
have been submitted to
Disposition Services;
-A full 5 working days
have elapsed after
submission of
conditions,
-Delays are not a result
of application errors or
omissions,
-A disposition number
has to have been
issued by the
department;

ac

Can only apply to
activities under the
Public Lands Act or
associated to approvals
under the Forests Act.

Remarks

All TFAs issued for
Drilling Waste Disposal
must adhere to ERCB
Directive D50.

tiv

5.5 Early Entry ─
Refers to the
authorization awarded to
a company that will
allow the entry and
subsequent clearing of
an industrial or grazing
disposition prior to the
formal issuance of the
disposition Letter of
Authority.

Issuance
Parameters

LOC

(rates will be applied, if
any, at application
stage)

Note: With respect to a
drilling or pipeline
disposition, the clearing
of the site cannot start
until the company has
obtained the appropriate
authorization(s) from the
ERCB; i.e., a drilling
licence. This must be
clearly stated in the TFA
conditions.
Activity can be
authorized under TFA
but institution is required
to submit a formal
application for the
appropriate activity.

The company should
have attempted to
contact Disposition
Services to learn the
cause of the delay. This
TFA should be given
only if necessary and
the applicant has
suffered hardships due
to this delay.

Note: Early entry does
not apply to coal or oil
sand exploration
activities, or for activities
under the Mines and
Minerals Act.

A formal application
submission is required.

Length of stay must be
justified by the
proponent (i.e.,
demonstration by: letter
from institution,
consulting company, or
other organization;
collection permit issued
by another government
agency; etc.)

Additional Clearing

LOC

(LOC rates to apply)

© 2011 Government of Alberta

Can be authorized for
temporary activities
outside the disposition.

Erosion Control
Methods - The most
common methods for
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

access or entry onto
lands to perform erosion
control methods that will
correct or prevent future
erosion occurrences.

to install erosion control
methods off a disposition to
ensure the integrity of the
site.

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

Issuance
Parameters

If the activity will require
ongoing monitoring and
work, a disposition
amendment may be
required.

Remarks
stabilization and erosion
prevention are as
follows:
vegetative method
(re-establishing
vegetation);
mechanical method
(shielding soil
surface);
tackifier method
(applying tackifiers to
create a crust);

e

structural method
(add structures to
divert water);
rollback/debris
spreading and slope
modification.

Temporary Works
Space

OSE or CEP

The TFA cannot include
new access or new sites
as these are subject to
―Notification‖ rules under
AEPEA; contact LMB
Edmonton.

Geotechnical Site Prep:
Where some clearing is
required to utilize the
identified Geotechnical
tools or devices.

Temporary Work

N/A

Space

In

5.9 Geotechnical
Operations ─ Authority
for applicants to access
Crown land to conduct
geotechnical surveys in
association with a
planned activity (i.e.,
installation of a bridge,
plant site, etc.)

Access to Geotechnical
Sites: Temporary access is
at times required to access
the survey sites.

Temporary Access

April 2011

Exploration right is
granted subject to ―Code
of Practice for
Exploration Operations‖
under AEPEA. A
Notification is required
along with a surface
access approval under
the Public Lands Act.

TFA should be issued
for the minimum time
required to complete the
activity—no more than 6
months.

All activities should
strive for minimal
disturbance.

A TFA can be issued
under this category or
under the Temporary
Access category.
TFA should be issued
for the minimum time
required to complete the
activity — no more than
6 months.

Does not involve
geophysical, surface
material or oil sands /
coal exploration.

5.10 Flare Stack ─
Issued for the use of a
temporary structure
associated with a drilling
operation for flaring off
natural gas encountered
in the drilling process.

TFA can only be issued
when associated with an
approved exploration
program.

tiv

Oil Sand / Coal
Exploration Operations:
Where companies require
minor access or site
relocations under an
approved oil sand or coal
exploration program. The
disturbance is intended to
be minimal, low impact,
and temporary in nature.

ac

5.8 Oil Sand/Coal
Exploration
Operations ─ Surface
operations that are
required to facilitate oil
sand and coal
development activities.

Flare stack: Where the
drilling and / or production
of wellsites require the
establishment of a flare
stack adjoining the
disposition.

Flare Stack

N/A

Allowances and sizing
are in accordance with
the Forest and Prairie
Protection Act.

A permanent flare stack
outside the disposition
boundaries requires the
operator to reflect these
changes on the final
plan submission.

Flare Pit: Where during
the drilling and/or well
testing process a
temporary flare pit is

Flare Stack

N/A

Allowances and sizing
are in accordance with
the Forest and Prairie
Protection Act.

The flare stack or pit is
usually located in one
corner of a wellsite and
requires hazard

© 2011 Government of Alberta
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

Issuance
Parameters

required adjacent to the
disposition.

5.12 Non-commercial
Recreation Activity ─

Trail Riding Base Camp:
A facility on Crown land
which may include parking
lot, outhouse, corrals,
shelter.

A temporary authority
issued to a non-profit
organization such as a
church, association,
society or youth group
(Cadets, Scouts, Girl
Guides) to conduct a
recreational activity.

N/A

Campsite

Recreational Trail
Development: Where
ATV or other users require
authority for the
development and/or
maintenance of a
recreational trail.

MLP

Additional Clearing (No
charges assessed)

N/A

Must be temporary in
nature. No permanent
structures allowed; i.e.,
structures must be easily
removed at a later date.

Pump-off Disposal
Method: Refers to
authorizing industry to
pump-off fluids in relation to
an on-site or remote sump
or fluid contained on a site.

Minor trail upgrading and
maintenance is allowed.
Installation of temporary
ATV crossings allowed.
Minimal clearings
allowed. Ongoing,
continuous site use.

Additional Clearing (No
charges assessed)

N/A

In

Temporary Recreational
Use: Organized events
such as ecotourism,
motorized vehicle events,
quad rallies, cross-country
skiing events, etc.

5.13 Pump-off
Disposal Method ─
Clear fluids only onto
vegetated lands outside
of well or remote site.

A TFA application (LG5
– Hay Authorization
Application) is required.
TFAs for haying expire
on Oct 31 of each year.

ac

These should be
random, non-reoccurring
activities. If the
applicant plans to return
year after year, another
approval mechanism
should be used.

N/A
(Hay rates are
calculated and charged
at the time of
application)

At times a verbal
request may be
sufficient depending on
the detail and
circumstances or the
request. Applications
can be requested
through the local SRD
office.
All recreational
applications need to
involve the Lands
Program Manager to
ensure the TFA intent
falls within Divisional
guidelines. Any
approval must conform
to Section 119(1) of the
Disposition Fees
Regulations.

e

Haying: Authority given to
an applicant for the
utilization of hay crops on
vacant public land.

reduction measures as
specified in Section 14
and 15 of the Forest and
Prairie Protection
Regulations Part I.

tiv

5.11 Haying ─
Authorization for
agriculture-related
activities.

Remarks

Any permanent
structures placed on
trails will fall to the
responsibility of the
Crown and therefore,
structures are to be
engineered and
acceptable to SRD.

Local Area staff may
require further
information and planning
prior to the issuance of
some types of
Recreation TFAs.
Please contact the Area
to ensure you have all
required information.

Term = Duration of
event.
TFA can address need
for access, temporary
space for parking,
staging, concessions
and portable toilets. No
permanent structures
allowed.
All TFAs to follow
existing Forest Land Use
Zone conditions where
applicable.
Use of existing clearings
only.

N/A

N/A

For duration of pump-off
operation. Any approval
is subject to applicant
conforming to ERCB
Directive 50.

Request for TFA to
include form
―Notification of Drilling
Waste Disposal‖ and a
map of pump-off area.

Proper sampling must
be completed to ensure

April 2011
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

Issuance
Parameters

Remarks

the fluid being pumpedoff the site is not toxic to
surrounding vegetation
or wildlife. Fluid must not
be allowed to enter
watercourse or water
body.
Range Improvement:
Where a grazing
disposition holder wishes to
conduct improvements to
an agricultural disposition;
i.e., dugouts, trails,
cultivation, etc.

N/A (No rates applied
as the charges have
already been applied
under the original
grazing disposition)

GRL/FGL/ FDL/GRP

5.14 Range
ManagementContinued

Facility Development:
Where a grazing
disposition holder wishes to
construct or place facilities
on an agricultural
disposition; i.e., corrals,
holding areas.

N/A

GRL/FGL/FDL/GRP

Fenceline Clearing:
Where a grazing
disposition holder requires
authority to construct a
fenceline as part of an
approved agricultural
disposition.

N/A

GRL/FGL

Temporary Winter
Feeding: For non-grazing
purposes where a
disposition holder requires
the ability to provide a
winter feeding site (i.e.,
forage, grain, hay or protein
supplements) for livestock.

N/A

A discussion with the
Rangeland Agrologist is
required. Through this,
a TFA application
(PL008-Range
Improvement
Application) will be
completed as required
for any range
improvements, or facility
development.

Range improvement can
include but is not
inclusive to, clearing and
piling, re-piling of debris,
breaking land,
cultivation and seeding,
and re-growth control.

ac

tiv

e

5.14 Range
Management ─
Authorization for
activities related to the
management of an
agricultural disposition.

In

GRL/FGL/FDL

The Rangeland
Agrologist should review
the original agricultural
authority to see what or
if any restrictions are
identified as to fenceline
widths or clearing
conditions.

In association with the
TFA approval, a Forest
Division authority to
harvest or salvage the
timber displaced by the
range improvement or
fenceline clearing may
be required. Contact
your local Forest
Division office to discuss
what timber authority is
required.

Should not be issued for
longer than required or
beyond the current
winter season. Not to be
issued within any
riparian area or allow
movement of related
materials to enter into
any water body or
drainage.

Any clearing proposed
off the approved
disposition will not be
allowed under a TFA
and must follow the
formal application
process.

Is to occur for a short
time only to deal with the
emergency at hand
while allowing the
disposition holder to
prepare a long term
solution in conjunction
with the supervising
Agrologist.

April 2011
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Formal requests are
attached in Appendix A
and can be picked up at
the local SRD Area
office.

If a range health/
environmental problem
persists, the winter
feeding should be
stopped and the
problem corrected. If
required, the livestock
must be removed from
the agricultural
disposition.
Extended use of
supplemental winter
feeding will not be
approved under TFA
within the Boreal or
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

N/A

April 2011

Any spraying conducted
shall be in accordance
with the Environmental
Protection and
Enhancement Act, Code
of Practice for Pesticides
and the
contractor/applicator
must hold a valid
Pesticide Applicators
licence for the current
year.

All sprayers must have
the proper Applicator
Certification and
Permits.

HTP

Must be of a temporary
nature and easily
removed at the end of
the activity or expiry of
the TFA.

Electric fencing is the
normal tool used in
these instances but
other mechanisms can
be used following
approval by the local
Range Agrologist.

Additional Clearing

N/A

TFA must be tied to an
approved drilling activity
(e.g., MSL disposition).

TFA holder must have
the rig moved and site
cleaned up within the
timelines of the TFA up
to a maximum of 1 year.

Rig Storage: For rigs or rig
camps requiring storage
sites for reasons other than
those listed above (i.e.,
looking or waiting for new
contracts in the same
working area, not wanting
to move rig back to base of
operations, etc.).

Additional Clearing

MLP – 3 Yrs or less.

(MLP rates to apply)

MLL – 3 Yrs or more.

TFA denied. Company
must apply for a
disposition.

Short term storage –
TFA

TFA can be issued for
up to one year.
Applicant is responsible
for reclamation issues
that may arise from the
storage of stockpiled
material.

Short term storage –
TFA Longer term –
MLP or MLL

Detours and Additional
Access – Company or
individual to use existing
clearings only. Pushouts
and Turnarounds –

If access requires
mechanical work to
make it usable (i.e., dirt
work to level access or
the installation of

(MLP rates to apply)

In
5.16 Temporary
Access ─ Where
additional temporary
access is required in
relation to an approved

Grassland areas.
However in grasslands,
supplemental winter
feeding can be
authorized under an
existing disposition
when it supports Best
Management Practices
for winter grazing in
grasslands.

N/A

ac

Rig storage: For rigs or rig
camps unable to move due
to lack of suitable ground
conditions.

Stockpile: Where
aggregate, topsoil or other
non-toxic material is
temporarily stored on a site
for a future use.

Additional Clearing

MLP – 3 Yrs or less.

(MLP rates to apply)

MLL – 3 Yrs or more.

Industrial Access:

Temporary Access
Road

LOC Required for any use
of access over 1 year or if
new clearing is requested.

When access is required
for temporary short-term
use to facilitate industrial,
timber or grazing

Remarks

The disposition holder is
to use only ―weed free‖
feed supplementation.

tiv

Temporary Fencing:
Where in association with a
head tax permit, a
temporary fence is required
to restrict the movement of
cattle.
5.15 Storage Site ─ An
existing or new cut site
used for the temporary
storage of industrial
materials such as rig
mats, tanks, pipe, drilling
rigs or stockpile
materials such as
gravel, pit run or topsoil.

GRL/FGL/FDL/GRP

Issuance
Parameters

e

Spraying: For treatment of
invasive plants or pasture
rejuvenation in the
management of an
agricultural disposition.

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

© 2011 Government of Alberta

Long term – MLP or
MLL
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Purpose Code
activity granted under
the Public Lands Act,
Forest Act, or Metallic
and Industrial Minerals
Exploration Regulation

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

operations. SRD field
authorizations include:
temporary seasonal
access, detours, pushouts,
turnarounds, creek
crossings and additional
access.

Issuance
Parameters
minimal disturbance
only.

Remarks
permanent or
substantial crossings),
then a LOC may be
required. This is at the
discretion of the Forest
Officer depending on the
risks associated to
reclamation.

Temporary Access
Road

LOC

Minimal clearing is
allowed in conjunction
with existing access.

tiv

Widening of
Access/Corner cuts:
Where some clearing is
required to already existing
access to facilitate safe
travel.

e

Refer to the Alberta
Timber Harvest
Planning and Operating
Ground Rules or the
applicable FMA Ground
Rules for access related
to Harvest authorities.

Wood Fibre Roads:
Where an applicant or
disposition holder wishes to
use wood fibre as a method
of roading material.

Temporary Access
Road (only when an
already existing
disposition does not
exist.)

LOC

ac

Temporary Access Road
(only when an already
existing disposition does
not exist.)

Temporary Watercourse
Re-Alignments: Where a
re-alignment of a
watercourse is required for
the construction or
maintenance of an
associated activity.

Temporary Work
Space

Watercourse
Reconstruction: Where a
flood occurrence has
caused damage to a
watercourse.

Temporary Work
Space

In

5.17 Temporary
Watercourse Diversion
─ Altering the flow,
direction of flow or level
of water, or changing the
location of water for the
purposes of removing an
ice jam, drainage, flood
control, erosion control
or channel realignment
or for a similar purpose.

LOC

LOC

Must not conflict with
external Information
Letter 2008-06 Drivable
Wood Fibre Surfaces
and internal Staff
Directive SD 2008-03
Drivable Wood Fibre
Surfaces

As per SD 2008-03,
some monitoring of the
site will be required in
respect to run-off and
leachates associated
with the type of material
used.

Term should be for the
required time to conduct
the activity but can be up
to 1 year (except critical
habitat timing
restrictions)

Related to an approved
associated activity
allowing the approval for
additional access, inwater construction,
minor maintenance and
aquatic vegetation
removal.

AENV and DFO
approval is required at
time of application prior
to TFA issuance.
Term should be for the
required time to conduct
the activity but can be up
to 1 year (except critical
habitat timing
restrictions)
A TFA will be issued if
the following criteria are
met:
1. Fisheries/aquatic
environment concerns
abated.
2. Water management
concerns abated.
3. AENV has stated no

April 2011
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May require the
disposition holder to
reflect changes within
their final plan
submission or their
disposition amendment.

TFA will allow short-term
access to bed and shore
and minimal in-water
construction only.
*No approval will be
required immediately
after a flood event; i.e.,
while fish habitat is still
disrupted and while
flood-related sediment
load is still high within
the water. Once the flow
of water has receded to
pre-flood levels and
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Purpose Code

Allowed Activities

Activity Charge
Category

Public Lands
Disposition
Authority

Issuance
Parameters
concerns with the
activity.
4. Adjacent landowners
have provided written
consent (as their
common law rights as
riparian owners may be
affected by the proposed
work).

fisheries habitat
becomes re-established,
the TFA criteria must be
met before issuing an
approval to reconstruct
the channel back to its
former location.
A disposition (LOC)
should be issued for all
activities resulting in
permanent works
occupying the bed and
shore of a watercourse
or water body.

e

TFAs related to bed and
shore activities are
issued where there will
be no permanent
structure occupying the
bed and shore of a
watercourse or water
body, to facilitate access
to the site for
development purposes,
or to conduct the actual
in-water activity.

Remarks

Above Ground Line: May
consist of irrigation pipes or
a temporary poly pipe
installed where access to
the land is required.

Additional Clearing

LOC

(LOC rates to apply)

ac

5.18 Water Line ─ A
temporary line used to
transport water to a
different locale.

tiv

AENV and DFO
approval is required at
time of application prior
to TFA issuance.

N/A

LOC

In

Trenched Line: Where
poly pipe is trenched
underground by a plow or
ditching excavator.

April 2011

Activity duration must be
less than 1 year and
should not be repeated
yearly.

This activity usually
occurs during times of
drought when a land or
lease holder is caught
off guard in extreme
circumstances.

TFA denied. The
placement of this line in
a permanent fashion
requires the applicant to
receive disposition
authority

A temporary, aboveground TFA approval
can be granted if timing
is a concern until the
applicant can get
approval for the
permanent install of the
water line.
Applicant must ensure
no buried lines are
present where activity is
to take place.

© 2011 Government of Alberta
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Bed and Shore Activities
When assessing whether bed and shore activities can be authorized under a TFA consult this table. Depending
on the instance, these activities may not require further authority issued by SRD.

Table 2. Bed and Shore Activities.
Activity

Authorization Not Required

Anchors

Public Lands Act (TFA)

Public Lands Act (LOC)

X
(if temporary)

X
(if permanent)

Beach Modification / Development

Boat Lifts (removable / temporary
only)

X
(if temporary)
X

Breakwaters

X
X

Concrete Pads (i.e., for boat
launch ramps, pump facilities)
Docks

tiv

Causeways

X
(if seasonal)

Groynes
Intake Systems

X
(seasonal use only)

ac

Outfall Structures
Piers

X
(if permanent)

e

Boat Launch Facility

X

X

X
(if permanent or commercial)
X
X
X
X
(if permanent)

Piles/Posts, etc.

X

Reservoir Construction

X

In

Retaining Walls

Water Intake Systems

X
(if encroachment on bed and
shore will be obvious or
significant, profile of shoreline is
altered, and/or public access is
hindered)
X

Waterlines/Water Intake Structures

X

Water Slide (commercial)

X

Weirs

X

Wetland Management (LOCs
issued to Ducks Unlimited)

X

April 2011
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6.0 TFA Activity Charge Categories Under The Public Lands Act
Accurate selection of an Activity Type is crucial for correct land use charges with respect to TFAs issued under
authority of the Public Lands Act. The available Activity Types are programmed into the Government of
Alberta‟s billing system and linked to business practices for collection of revenue on behalf of the Crown.
Without an Activity Type defined, Lands Disposition Branch, Disposition Services Section cannot assess
charges to the TFA client. Land use charges are based on a combination of rental charges for the use of land
and Timber Damage Assessment (TDA) based on a per hectare assessment of timber values within a specific
FMA.

e

The Crown‟s share of TDA owing is determined, and then charged, on a per hectare basis by way of the TDA
Crown Dues and Rate Table.

tiv

The FMA holder separately collects their share of TDA based upon the FMA/Crown Annual Allowable Cut
(AAC) share represented in the TDA Crown Dues and Rate Table. A quarterly report is generated by SRD and
submitted to each FMA that identifies the TFAs issued throughout that period and the amount of land that has
been utilized.
A separate report is generated within SRD so that Disposition Services Section applies the appropriate land use
charges to the TFA holder in relation to the land authorized.
The TFA issuance charges are for the use of land for the stated term. If a TFA holder does not execute their TFA
the full amount of charges and TDA is still collected and not refunded. If a TFA extension is granted, additional
charges will not be incurred. If the TFA expires and a new TFA is issued for the same land, new charges and
TDA will be applied and collected.

ac

Below is the list of available Activity Types associated with issuing TFAs on public land. These are to be
applied as defined below. Do not confuse the Activity Type with the Purpose of the TFA.

Incidental Activities Identified on the Application Plan

In

For incidental activities (as defined in TFA Issuance Standards – Pg 14-15) that are identified on the disposition
application plan, the assessment and collection of land use charges will occur during disposition issuance.
The land use charges assessed for incidental clearings are for the temporary use of that land for the stated term.
If a disposition holder does not utilize these lands within the timeline allowed, the charges assessed are not
refunded.

Activity Types

Additional Clearing – This activity category can be selected when a TFA is:
- associated with an existing disposition and where an amendment will be required; or,
- the activity is charged based on the Public Lands Schedule of Charges, as defined within
this TFA manual.
Borrow Pit – This activity category applies to any TFA issued for borrow. Refer to Public Lands Directive
COM.DIS 2001.1.
Campsite – This activity category applies to any TFA issued for the use of a campsite as defined within this
TFA manual.

April 2011
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Log Deck – This activity category applies to land used for timber harvest and storage until such time that
the wood can be hauled to a processing facility.
Temporary Access – This activity category applies to the temporary use of access to vacant public land or
land under disposition.
Temporary Work Space – This activity category applies to activities that require the temporary use of
existing clearings to facilitate the construction of a disposition for the duration of the activity. Involves an
area that will not become a long term part of the approved disposition or operation therefore does not
require an amendment to the existing disposition.
Remote Sump – This activity category applies to TFAs issued for Drilling Waste Disposal as a result of the
construction of a remote sump or the storage or use of a site for drilling waste disposal activities.

In

ac

tiv

e

Note: The above Activity Types do not apply to TFAs issued under authority of the Mines and Minerals Act, as
those charges are assessed based on the Geophysical final plans submitted to the Crown.

April 2011
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7.0 TFAS Issued Under The Mines And Minerals Act
Under the Mines and Minerals Act, field staff can issue a TFA only under approved geophysical or exploration
programs. The TFA is to be specific to that program approval and it expires when the original exploration
approval expires. Since the geophysical or exploration activity is applied for under a preliminary plan, staff
should expect to receive multiple TFA requests.
TFAs can only be issued for activities under:
1. The Mines and Minerals Act as defined in Section 31 of the Exploration Regulation within the limits of
addition or line movement described in the Exploration Directive 2006-07 (see Appendix D); and
2. The Metallic and Industrial Minerals Regulations as enabled through a condition of the Letter of Authority
as stated:

tiv

e

Program Changes, TFA ─ Minor changes to the program such as the addition, extension, or relocation
of a line may be accommodated by a TFA. When requesting field approval, the holder shall contact the
departmental officer and arrange a meeting to review.

In

ac

Activities which cannot be authorized through a TFA under the Mines and Minerals Act include:
1. Additional Test Holes: Where the proponent wishes to add more test holes beyond what was originally
identified in the exploration program approved under the Metallic and Industrial Minerals Regulations. This
cannot be authorized under a TFA. Alberta Energy must provide consent for the addition of more test holes;
therefore, a formal amendment to the geophysical authorization is required.
2. Energy Source: Where a proponent wishes to change the energy source identified for a geophysical
program. This cannot be authorized by a TFA; a formal amendment to the geophysical authorization is
required.
3. Campsites: These activities are mandated under the Public Lands Act. Confidentiality is required and any
reference to the geophysical program should only be regarding the disposition number and specific
location(s) of the land required.

April 2011
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Table 3. Purpose Definitions and Restrictions.
Issuance Parameters

Remarks

New Cutline and/or Extension: Where
the company requires an additional new
cut seismic line or the extension of a
new cut seismic line.

Green Area – 10 km maximum
of new cutline or extension per
program.

TFA approvals can only occur on
approved dispositions.

White Area – 3 km maximum
allowed of new cut or extension
per program.

If the applicant’s request is over
and above what an officer can
authorize as per the Geophysical
Directive 2006-07, then a formal
amendment to the approved
program must be submitted.

Existing Line and/or Extension:
Where the company requires the use of
an already existing seismic line or to
utilize an extended length of an already
authorized existing seismic line.

Green Area – 30 km maximum
use of existing seismic lines.

Shifting of Lines: Where due to
topography or operability, the company
requires the line to be relocated within
the program.

Green Area – Within the same
row of quarter sections only.

Creek Crossings: Where approval is
required to install additional crossings
not already identified within the original
application.

Temporary crossings only; no
permanent structures allowed.

Push Outs: Where additional area is
needed to allow equipment to pull over
to avoid through traffic.

Should consist of natural
openings whenever possible
and avoid areas that have been
planted.

Staging Areas: An area additional to
the program which is required by the
company to facilitate equipment,
parking, or heli-assist operations in the
construction or shooting of a program.

Existing clearings to be used
whenever possible.

Mag Sites: An area(s) designated
within a program that contains the
explosive charge that will be used
throughout the program.

Existing clearings only.

Temporary Access: When access is
required for temporary short-term use to
facilitate the exploration of oil and gas.

Existing access only.

Stub Lines: Additional lines required
on a program due to a barrier on the
planned line that restricts the
company’s ability to set charges across
the barrier (i.e., watercourse or
pipeline).

Minimal clearing preferred.
Hand cut desirable.

Temporary Work Space: The use of
existing clearings or the new clearing of
public land to facilitate the construction
of a disposition or operation.

Can be used for expanding
drilling sites and locations as
required.

Creek Crossings: Where approval is
required to install additional crossings
not already identified within the original
application.

Temporary crossings only, no
permanent structures allowed.

Exploration
Disposition
Authority
GEO

White Area – 5 km maximum
use of existing seismic lines.

White Area – Within the same
row of quarter sections only.

In

ac

tiv

7.1 Geophysical: Where
under the Mines and
Minerals Act, SRD staff may
approve field amendments
to exploration programs on
public land for the addition of
lines or other operational
approvals in the field for
unforeseen circumstances
that are not already covered
within the authority of the
disposition.

Allowed Activities

e

TFA
Purpose

7.2 Metallic and Industrial
Mineral Exploration –
Where under condition of the
disposition authority, SRD
can grant operational
approvals in the field for
unforeseen circumstances
not already covered within
the disposition authority.
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Table 3. Purpose Definitions and Restrictions.
Issuance Parameters

Push Outs: Where additional area is
needed to allow equipment to pull over
to avoid through traffic.

Should consist of natural
openings whenever possible
and avoid areas that have been
planted.

Staging Areas: An area additional to
the program required by the company to
facilitate equipment, parking or heliassist operations in the construction or
shooting of a program.

Existing clearings to be used
whenever possible.

Temporary Access: When access is
required for temporary short-term use to
facilitate the exploration of oil and gas.

Existing access only.

Creek Crossings: Where approval is
required to install additional crossings
not already identified within the original
application.

Temporary crossings only; no
permanent structures allowed.

Stub Lines: Additional lines required
on a program due to a barrier on the
planned line that restricts the
company’s ability to set charges across
the barrier. (i.e., watercourse or
pipeline)

Minimal clearing preferred.
Hand cut desirable.

Movement of Test Holes: Where the
proponent wishes to relocate already
identified test holes within an already
approved program.

Can occur as long as new test
holes fall within the same
quarter section and/or applicant
can prove test holes fall within
the mineral lease boundary.

Remarks

Exploration
Disposition
Authority
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7.2 Metallic and Industrial
Mineral Exploration –
Continued

Allowed Activities

e

TFA
Purpose

April 2011

With respect to the construction,
use of existing, or movement of
lines to facilitate exploration
operations, or the movement of
test holes, SRD must have
assurance that the client owns the
MME permit rights to the land in
question.
This assurance can be obtained
by;
The applicant providing a
copy of the ―Mineral Permit,‖
or
The issuing officer can verify
the MME boundaries by
searching Alberta Energy’s
website. The officer should
select the ―Metallic and
Industrial Minerals Map‖ and
determine the mineral
agreement number. Then exit
back to the previous screen
and click on metallic and
industrial clients list to
determine ownership for those
locations.
Note: Ownership is only needed
for exploration sites and not for
access.
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8.0 Glossary
Adjacent:
Adjoin(ing):

AOA - Area Operating Agreement:

e

Applicant:

ac

tiv

Approval Standards:

Backsloping:

Siting or locating in close proximity, nearby, or not distant to
an existing disposition.
Siting or locating immediately next to an existing disposition,
so that both activities share a common boundary, or for some
disposition types, overlap boundaries (e.g., LOC may overlap a
PLA or vice versa).
An agreement and approval process that allows applications to
SRD for multiple projects in a broad area. Use of the AOA
assesses risks to the landscape and improves industry
stewardship over the life of the dispositions.
Means the individual or organization applying for the rights
issued under a TFA according to the rights and rules as defined
within the TFA Guidelines manual.
Provide siting, timing and site related considerations.
Applications that meet all standards will follow an expedited
approval process. Applications that do not meet all standards
will undergo field referral to identify mitigation measures for
the missed standards. Approval standards are subject to
compliance assurance and enforcement action.
Area taken to facilitate the correction or prevention of issues
around the long-term stability of the land within or adjoining a
disposition.
Area taken adjoining a pipeline or facility installation to
perform work below the surface.
Recommended operating practices. Guidelines provide
information to assist with planning and preparation of
applications, and with implementing operating practices.
Guidelines are designed to inform industry of desired practices
while planning activities and operating on public land.
Guidelines are provided for information only, are not
mandatory, and are not subject to compliance assurance and
enforcement action.
Area required around the point of a bore operation (i.e.
pipelines, transmission lines). Appropriate area is required to
facilitate equipment, access around bore site and safety exits.
Situation where the proponent requests cancellation of a
disposition prior to the end of the disposition term or on a
Status 6 disposition.
Corporate Accounting and Reporting System
Area taken to facilitate working area around sharp corners not
conducive to access line of sight or pipeline bends.
A data layer is a visual representation of geographic dataset in
any digital map environment. Conceptually, a layer is a slice or
stratum of the geographic reality in a particular area, and is

Bell Hole:

In

Best Management Guidelines:

Bore Sites:

Cancellation:

CARS:
Corner Cuts:
Data Layer:

April 2011
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Debris Storage:
Disposition:

In
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Field referral:

tiv

DSS:
EAP:
ECM:
EDS:
ERCB:
Expiry:

e

Disposition Holder:
Disposition Type:
Dispute Resolution:

more or less equivalent to a legend item on a paper map. A data
layer that can be seen on the LAT will also have attributes
assigned to its represented features.
Area required for the storage of debris created from disposition
construction activities (i.e. brush, top soil).
Any instrument executed pursuant to the Public Lands Act
whereby any estate or interest in land of the Crown, or any
other right or privilege in respect of land of the Crown that is
not an estate or interest in land, is or has been granted or
conveyed by the Crown to any person, but does not include a
grant.
Means the holder of a disposition according to SRD records.
Is the three-letter code associated to the disposition type.
In the event that internal agency consensus on a non-standard
interim submission cannot be reached a dispute resolution will
be initiated using the Working Together Charter, November
2006.
Disposition Services Section
Enhanced Approval Process
Enterprise Content Management System
Electronic Disposition System
Energy Resources Conservation Board
The date when the term of a disposition or TFA ends according
to SRD records.
The process of referring a non-standard interim submission to
the appropriate Lands Area Office, registered interests on the
land, and to other agencies with consultation requirements for
their review of alternate mitigation strategies. The outcome of
the process includes a decision on whether the proposed
mitigation strategies will sufficiently meet SRD land
management objectives, and a decision on acceptance or
rejection of the Non-standard Mitigation Supplement that is
sent to DSS to support the disposition approval or refusal
decision.
The final plan after construction in the type and format as
specified in the Disposition Plan Types Formats document.
Application submission for a long term disposition through the
EAP.
Geographic Land Information Management and Planning
System (GLIMPS) is a computerized database system that
provides information on Public Lands (surface) in Alberta.
The Geographic Land Information Management and Planning
System (GLIMPS) forms the official departmental record for
all SURFACE interests (activities) on Crown Land in the
Province of Alberta.
Lands that are typically forested and set aside primarily for
renewable and non-renewable resource development, limited
grazing conservation, and recreational use. The Green Area

Final Plan:

Final Submission:
GLIMPS:

Green Area:

April 2011
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ILM: Integrated Land Management;

Imagery:

e

Incidental Activitie:

ac

Land Standing:

tiv

Interim Submission:

IS&G:

covers about sixty-one per cent of the province, mainly in the
north and along the Eastern Slopes, and is largely owned by the
provincial Crown.
A strategic, planned approach to managing and reducing the
human caused footprint on the land. The goals of ILM are to
reduce land-use disturbance relative to what would occur in the
absence of integration efforts, and to foster a stewardship ethic
in all land users.
Data layers that can be used for visualization and referencing.
The LAT uses 2009 SPOT5 five meter resolution satellite
imagery, the Provincial Hillshade and the Provincial Painted
Relief.
Activities that are incidental to the construction and operation
on a disposition as authorized by SRD. See Section 5 - Table 1
of the TFA Guidelines for types of activities defined as
incidental.
A standard or non-standard application made by industry with
the intent of receiving a SRD short term disposition through the
EAP.
Integrated Standards and Guidelines. This package was
developed and sanctioned by SRD and supports effective
planning and sustainable resource development. The IS&G is
made up of four documents including Approval Standards,
Operating Conditions, Pre-application Requirements and
Information, and Best Management Guidelines.
The Public Land Standing Report contains information specific
to any Crown interest and/or activity on a given quarter section
of land. Maximum of 216 land keys or 6 complete townships
may be entered. A land key is a range of sections, section, half
section or quarter section. The information is categorized and
displayed by quarter section. The Land Standing report will
assist the applicant in determining overlap, or double coverage,
of the proposed location with existing dispositions.
An undertaking associated with multiple projects being
developed.
An undertaking associated with a specific location and site
being developed, (i.e. associated wellsite, road and pipeline).
The Landscape Analysis Tool (LAT) is a web-enabled spatial
tool that allows users to plan activities on Crown land. The
LAT enables:
o Virtual siting of a proposed project activities
o Identification of operational constraints that may apply
to the activity
o Virtual re-siting or changes to that proposed activity, at
a landscape level, to mitigate concerns prior to
application.
The LAT report is a report that is generated by the LAT that
includes information associated with a proposed disposition
and activity type that is inputted into the tool and includes

In

Land Use Program:
Land Use Project:

LAT: Landscape Analysis Tool:

LAT Report:
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Legal Flag:
LiDAR Plan:

LMB:
LMIP:

tiv

LOC: License of Occupation.
Long-term disposition:

e

Lead Lands Area:

sensitivity and provincial section approval standards and
operating conditions associated with the proposed disposition.
The LAT report does not include all GOA requirements;
therefore industry must ensure the requirements of other
regulatory agencies are met.
Specific SRD Lands Area office responsible for ensuring a
coordinated referral response and decision on the acceptance or
rejection of the Non-standard Mitigation Supplement is sent to
DSS to support the disposition approval or refusal decision.
A standard method of identifying if a plan is acceptable for
issuing a Short Term Disposition.
Is a plan of survey prepared by an Alberta Land Surveyor,
which uses LiDAR remote sensed data, representing the
location of a proposed disposition.
Land Management Branch
Land Management Inspection Program. The inspection
frequency prioritization process that SRD uses to inspect sites
according to administrative and environmental risk.
A surface disposition issued for the purpose of access.
A long term authority granted by SRD for the occupation of
land for ongoing resource development and operations based
on an accurate record of what has been constructed on the site.
The long term disposition will replace the short term
disposition with the same disposition number. In most cases the
disposition will be valid for up to twenty-five (25) years.
Data that describes other data, serving as an informative label.
A surface disposition issued for the purpose of a well site.
A site is considered undisturbed and thus the term “no entry”
applies when the maximum disturbance is surveying and no
other site preparation has been completed.
An EAP interim submission that does not meet the approval
standards associated with the proposed activity and location
and requires alternate mitigation strategies.
Conditions that describe the construction, maintenance and
operational practices of an approved activity that must be
followed by the disposition or TFA holder. These operational
conditions are non-negotiable and must be adhered to for
activities in the field. Operating conditions are subject to
compliance assurance and enforcement action.
Plan Confirmation Service
A plan submitted during disposition application that enables
the department to issue an authority. Plan types are;
o Application Plan: Is the acceptable plan type that is
submitted with a disposition application.
o Authorized Plan: Is the acceptable plan type that is
used to authorize entry and construction of a
disposition.

ac

Metadata:
MSL: Mineral Surface Lease.
No Entry:

Non-standard Submission:

In

Operating Conditions:

PCS:
Plan:
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o

Plan Package Confirmation Number:
Pre-application Requirements:

Project Identifier:

e

Purpose Type:
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Refusal:
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Push Out:
Record of Decision:

Final Plan: Is the acceptable plan type that is used to
authorize the as-built location of a disposition.
Confirmation number issued if the submission is validated
successfully through PCS.
A document that identifies pre-application requirements and
pertinent information that applicants need to understand prior
to applying for dispositions under the EAP. Some approval
standards and operating conditions are dependent on the
information presented in this document. This document does
NOT identify federal requirements, other Alberta ministry
requirements, or municipal requirements for land use in
Alberta.
A requirement on the TFA application, a descriptor that links to
the location of the activity.
The purpose type outlines the activities that will be performed
through the issuance of the TFA.
Area taken to facilitate equipment passing along linear
corridors or turnarounds on one way linear corridors.
The documentation provided by the SRD Lands Area office to
the applicant that satisfies the system validation for First
Nations Consultation. The documentation will be either the
Lands First Nations Pre-Consultation Assessment, if
consultation is not required, or will be the Lands Letter of
Adequacy, if consultation is required.
There are three types of refusal according to the Public Lands
Act including:
1) Refusal for non-compliance: The Director may refuse to
issue, mortgage, assign, transfer, sublet, or renew a disposition
if the applicant:
a) is indebted to the Crown, or
b) is otherwise in non-compliance with this Act or the
regulations.
2) Refusal to issue notification: The Minister may refuse to
issue a notification to a person who is liable to the Crown or
the Minister for the payment of any money or the delivery of
any royalty, share of production or crop share.
3) Refusal to issue lease: The Director may refuse to issue a
lease or a renewal lease and may refund money paid in
connection with any lease.
A four year authority granted by SRD for resource
development through the EAP. The short term disposition
document is authorized with an electronic signature and is
issued to the applicant and retained in SRD records.
A site is considered entered when disturbance or site
preparation, other than for the purpose of surveying, occurs.
A graphical representation of a proposed location of a
disposition as outlined by SRD standards.

Short-term disposition:

Site Entry:
Sketch plan:
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An established procedure to be followed in carrying out a given
operation or in a given situation.
SRB:
Surface Rights Board
SRD:
Sustainable Resource Development
SSC:
Standard Schedule of Conditions. The SSC is the established
conditions document that applies to disposition issuance for
applications processed outside of the EAP.
Standard Application:
Standard applications are those where all applicable SRD
Approval Standards for the EAP can be met by the applicant.
Standard applications will be subject to electronic validation
and technical and administrative reviews.
Stand Alone TFA:
Where an issued TFA is not associated or subject to an already
existing and approved public lands disposition.
Statutory Declaration:
A statutory declaration made by an applicant or surveyor
identifying that the site was constructed exactly as approved in
accordance with the original application plan. Statutory
declarations can only be submitted if the applicant had
submitted a plan with the Interim Submission that meets the
SRD requirements of a final plan.
Surveys & Technical Services Section
STSS :
Survey plan:
A monumental „plan of survey‟ prepared by an Alberta Lands
Surveyor, suitable for use by SRD.
Technical Review:
The technical review is a manual process that determines,
validates, and records the technical information provided in all
disposition applications.
Temporary:
Activities proposed for areas of land used which do not last
longer than the term issued. Ongoing management
requirements of the activity or area past the completion date is
not required; a legislative requirement past the term of issuance
is not imposed.
Temporary Field Authorization (TFA): A short term authorization issued to clients that allow for the
use of public land for specified activities.
Township Plat:
A plat consists of a map, drawn to scale, showing the divisions
of a piece of land.
Unforeseen Circumstances:
Situations outside of the disposition holder‟s control that affect
the ability of said disposition holder to meet identified
standards or conditions (i.e. weather, other agency approvals).
White Area:
Lands typically owned by individuals and groups
(homeowners, farmers, companies, organizations, etc.), and
most of the land suitable for cultivating. A wide range of uses
is allowed including agriculture, oil and gas exploration and
development, surface materials development, commercial
ventures such as hotels and trail riding operations, and
recreation). The White Area covers about thirty-nine percent of
the province.
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SOP: Standard Operating Procedure.
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Appendix A. Lands Application
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Appendix B. Range Applications
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