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Tourism Levy 
Registration scenarios 
See the following examples to help you determine if you are 
required to register as an operator or accommodation host. 

Registrant types: 
Operator: a person who provides temporary 
accommodation in Alberta. 

Accommodation host: an operator that provides 
temporary accommodation of a residential unit. 

Example 1: 
You list a room from your residence on an online 
marketplace.  

Decision: Register as an accommodation host. A 
return is required to be filed quarterly (as there are 
less than 50 rooms), but is only required to be filed for 
calendar quarters (i.e., January to March, April to 
June, etc.) in which tourism levy was collected. 

Example 2: 
You own 20 residential units in several municipalities 
across Alberta. There are 55 sleeping rooms in total.  

Decision: Complete and submit one registration form 
and select ‘accommodation host’ as the establishment 
type. A return is required to be filed monthly (as there 
are more than 50 rooms), but is only required to be 
filed for months where tourism levy was collected.  

Example 3: 
You provide short-term lodging in a suite within your 
residential dwelling located in Alberta, but do not list 
the suite on an online marketplace. Your gross 
revenue is more than $5,000 over 12 months.  
Decision: Register as an accommodation host. A 
return is required to be filed quarterly, but is only 
required to be filed for calendar quarters in which 
tourism levy was collected. 

Example 4: 
You provide short-term lodging in the suite of your 
residential dwelling in Alberta, but do not list the suite 
on an online marketplace. Your gross revenue from 
the suite was $4,000 over the last 12 months and is 
not expected to be more than $5,000 in the next 12 
months.  

Decision: You are not required to register, because 
revenue from the lodging is less than the $5,000 
threshold and you do not list the suite on an online 
marketplace. 

Example 5: 
You manage 98 residential properties across Alberta 
and each property has multiple sleeping rooms. 

Decision: Complete and submit one registration form. 
Select ‘accommodation host’ as the establishment 
type. A return is required to be filed monthly (as there 
are more than 50 rooms), but is only required to be 
filed for months in which tourism levy was collected. 

Example 6: 
You purchase two different properties (motels) that are 
not residential units: one in Hinton (35 rooms) and one 
in Edson (66 rooms).  

Decision: Complete and submit a separate 
registration for each facility and select ‘operator’ as the 
establishment type. A return must be filed for each 
calendar quarter for the Hinton location (less than 50 
rooms), and a return must be filed each month for the 
Edson location (more than 50 rooms.) A return is still 
required to be filed for both locations when tourism 
levy was not collected (i.e., a ‘nil’ return.) 
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