
Flood 2013 Recovery – Expedited Authorizations Process 
for Debris Removal

The June 2013 flood resulted in the deposit of unprecedented amounts 
of debris in rivers and streams. In some cases, debris can result in 
channel blockages, harmful erosion, localized flooding and may pose a 
significant public safety hazard.

What is debris?
Debris includes both natural and man-made material in the river 
channel. Natural debris is wood or plant litter that is a normal part of a 
river ecosystem, and can be important for fish habitat. Man-made debris 
includes items such as commercial, household and farmyard materials. 

Riverbed materials such as silt and gravel are not considered debris. 

Is approval required to remove flood debris?
Many activities to access and remove debris in or adjacent to a water 
body require an authorization under Alberta’s Water Act and Public 
Lands Act. These authorizations must be obtained before debris 
removal can take place. 

The clean-up of debris outside of rivers and streams that is not located 
on public land, does not require an authorization from Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD). 

What is ESRD’s role in debris removal?
Under the Water Act and Public Lands Act ESRD manages the 
authorization process for activities in water bodies including debris 
removal. 

We have simplified the authorization process to allow Albertans to 
move forward with flood recovery work as soon as possible. ESRD 
staff will work with those affected by the flood to guide them through an 
expedited, one-window application and review process. 

Who is responsible for removing debris from a water 
body?  
There is no one person or government department responsible for 
the removal of debris. The decision to remove debris rests with the 
landowner where they feel the debris is cause for concern.

The landowner may be an individual or a local authority, such as a city, 
county or the provincial government.

Contact Us

Further information can be obtained about the removal of flood debris by calling the flood information line 
at 310-4455. This number can be reached toll-free by first dialling 310-0000. 

>>

If the landowner believes that removal of debris is 
necessary, it is their responsibility to ensure that any 
necessary authorization is obtained from ESRD.

Depending on the scale of the debris removal planned, 
the landowner may need to hire a qualified contractor 
and/or a Qualified Aquatic Environmental Specialist 
(QAES) to ensure the removal plan is adequate and 
does not negatively impact fisheries or the aquatic 
environment. 

Restricted Activity Periods 
Many water bodies are subject to a Restricted Activity 
Period (RAP). A RAP restricts work within the water 
body during the times of the year that are sensitive for 
fisheries. Advice and plans from a QAES are usually 
required as part of an application to conduct work in a 
water body during a RAP. Management Area Maps are 
available on the ESRD website and show what water 
bodies are subject to a RAP:  
esrd.alberta.ca/water/legislation-guidelines/codes-of-
practice-pipelines-telecommunications-lines-crossing-
a-water-body-water-course-crossings.aspx.  

How to apply 
Complete and submit an application form: 
esrd.alberta.ca/focus/esrd-2013-flood-recovery-
programs/expedited-authorization-
process.aspxnvironment.alberta.ca/04228.html.

http://esrd.alberta.ca/water/legislation-guidelines/codes-of-practice-pipelines-telecommunications-lines-crossing-a-water-body-water-course-crossings.aspx
http://esrd.alberta.ca/focus/esrd-2013-flood-recovery-programs/expedited-authorization-process.aspx



