
 

 

 

Surface Rights Board Information Bulletin            
Settlement Officer 

 
In appropriate circumstances, the Board Chair may assign a Settlement Officer, rather than a Board Member, 
from the Surface Rights Board to conduct Pre-hearing Dispute Resolution Conferences (DRCs) with the aim 
to assist in the effective resolution of applications before the Board.  The role of a Settlement Officer 
conducting a DRC will be similar to that of Board Members as outlined in section 18 and 19 of the Surface 
Rights Board rules, with the exception of making of decisions and orders.  

The Settlement Officer conducting DRCs will first discuss with the parties the items outlined in Rule 19(1) of 
the Surface Rights Board Rules such as: identification of the issues and whether the issues can be simplified; 
whether any facts or evidence can be agreed upon; whether any or all of the issues can be settled; issues 
relating to disclosure and exchange of information; and, the advisability of attempting other forms of 
resolution of the matter. Facilitated discussions will include detailed planning for subsequent proceedings 
addressing items such as proceeding dates, venues, and the time required for a particular proceeding. With 
the consent of the parties, the Settlement Officer presiding DRCs may also:  

 (a) schedule a site visit and document any agreements between the parties regarding the terms of 
participation for a site visit; 

(b) schedule or reschedule a mediation; 

(c) schedule or reschedule a hearing; 

(d) reschedule a mediation or hearing on consent between the parties in accordance with rule 25(4); 

(e) schedule a follow-up dispute resolution conference; 

(f) review the procedures normally followed at mediations or hearings; 

(g)  report the results of the dispute resolution conference including any agreements between the 
parties regarding the production for the Board and the other parties of: 

• lists of witnesses intended to be called at a hearing;  
• expert reports to be tendered at a hearing;  
• any documents or other records that will be submitted as evidence at a hearing; and 
•     an agreed statements of facts and issues.  

 
Note: The Settlement Officer role will currently be undertaken by Jill Mason, Director, Surface Rights and 
Land Compensation Board. The Surface Rights Board Rules may be amended upon further review to 
reflect the role of the Settlement Officer later this year or early in 2016.  Should you have questions 
regarding the role of the Settlement Officer you may contact Jill Mason by phone at 780-427-9388 or by 
email at Jill.Mason@gov.ab.ca.  
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