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Thursday April 20, 2017 – 5:00pm to 8:00pm  

Introduction 
The second meeting for Phase 2 of the Ministerial Panel on Child Intervention was held in Edmonton in 

the Federal Building, on traditional Treaty 6 territory.  

The Chair acknowledged those members of the public present and thanked them for their attendance 

and for sharing their views and reminded them that while questions would not be taken from the floor 

they could continue to submit their views to CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca or on-site through a 

written submission to the Panel. The meeting was supported through an audio livestream and the 

archive is available on the Panel website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca.  

Elder Gilman Cardinal led a prayer to start the meeting. 

Panel Members Present: 

Chair Debbie Jabbour, MLA for Peace River  

Maria Fitzpatrick, MLA for Lethbridge-East 

Nicole Goehring, MLA for Edmonton-Castle Downs  

Graham Sucha, MLA for Calgary-Shaw 

Marie Renaud, MLA for St. Albert, alternate for Heather Sweet, MLA for Edmonton-Manning 

David Hanson, MLA for Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills, alternate for Jason Nixon, Wildrose caucus,  

MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre 

Ric McIver, Progressive Conservative caucus, MLA for Calgary-Hays  

Dr. David Swann, Leader, Alberta Liberal caucus, MLA for Calgary-Mountain View 

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, PhD, Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

Panel Members via Video Conference at McDougall Centre:  

Dr. Peter Choate, MSW, PhD, Mount Royal University 

Bruce MacLaurin, MSW, University of Calgary 

Panel Members via Teleconference: 

Cameron Westhead, MLA for Banff-Cochrane 

Regrets: 

Greg Clark, Leader, Alberta Party caucus, MLA for Calgary-Elbow 

Key Decisions: 
As a result of the discussion after viewing the Home Fire video, the Panel indicated that a lens of 

reconciliation needs to be applied across the process of Phase 2. 
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Presentations 
Viewing of video: Home Fire – Ending the Cycle of Family Violence 

The Panel watched the video: Home Fire which explores family violence and restorative justice from an 

Indigenous perspective. Featuring commentary from Elders, community leaders, and members of the 

western justice system, Home Fire examines the colonization of Canada, historic trauma, the western 

justice system and grassroots healing programs. 

The Panel shared its impressions of the video, agreeing that it was both powerful and informative, and 

provides context and understanding of historic trauma. The video was one method to support an 

increased understanding of the conditions of historic trauma and how it manifests itself in families. It 

was noted that the video challenges viewers to look at ending the cycle of family violence from a 

relationship and community empowerment perspective rather than one focused on punishment.  

Prevention and Early Intervention (Root causes and child maltreatment): Peter Crossen, Indigenous and 

Community Connections, Children’s Services  

The Panel received more information on historic trauma and the factors that contribute to the 

over-representation of Indigenous children receiving child intervention services.  

Panel members shared their responses to the video, which included: 1) that this is more than an 

Indigenous issue, it is a Canadian issue, and one we must all own if we are to deal with it successfully; 

2) the legacy of residential schools and other historic trauma means that many Indigenous families 

have a skills gap, as well as a lack of knowledge of their own culture, and many in service delivery do 

not have lived parenting experience and are not themselves Indigenous, leading to a gap in life 

experience to address the issue; and 3) the Panel needs to recognize the work done by the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission and their Calls to Action related to child welfare. 

Prevention and Early Intervention (Root causes and child maltreatment): Kesa Shikaze, Prevention and 

Early Intervention, Children’s Services  

The presentation provided an overview on root causes, contributing factors and potential intervention 

approaches to prevent, mitigate and respond to child maltreatment and promote child well-being.     

The most common cause of maltreatment is neglect (37 per cent). Neglect is a multifaceted issue, 

involving factors such as a lack of resources in the family, exposure to mental illness, supervision as a 

result of a parent with three jobs, etc. Understanding why children are neglected is important – this is 

where the system starts to identify root causes. Often the parent has experienced trauma in their own 

lives and this can contribute to a child’s neglect. In small communities, there are limited resources and 

services to address neglect. Indigenous families in urban centers may not have access to resources and 

services to successfully address historic trauma.  

Childhood Development, Addiction and Mental Health: Nancy Mannix, Palix Foundation 

The Palix Foundation is a private foundation in Alberta working in the related areas of childhood 

development, addiction, and mental health. The presentation focused on what the foundation is doing 

https://youtu.be/lmstyXc6FnI
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to educate others on the effects of adverse childhood experiences on brain development. A key 

element of the foundation’s work is sharing scientific research through story. 

Overview 
Panel members began considering mechanisms to address neglect through intensive intervention and 

interest in the Early Intervention system specifically at the birth a child noted to be at higher-risk and 

access to services and supports after birth. 

Bruce MacLaurin offered to share his findings from the Alberta and Canadian Incidence studies with the 

Panel. The Secretariat was also asked to provide background materials well in advance of the next 

meeting. 

Next Steps 
The Secretariat was asked to provide background materials well in advance of the next meeting. 

The next meeting will be held May 8, 2017 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm and 3:30 pm to 9:00 pm, in the 

Federal Building, 9820-107 Street NW, Edmonton – room to be confirmed.  

Additional dates and locations will be posted prior to the meetings. Phase 2 will end August 1, 2017. 

The website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca and e-mail CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca continue to 

be available for the public to get information and/or make submissions to the Panel.  
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