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Thursday April 6, 2017 – 9:00am to 12:00pm and 3:30 pm to 8:00pm  

Introduction 
The eighth meeting of the Ministerial Panel on Child Intervention was held in Edmonton in the Federal 

Building, on traditional Treaty 6 territory.  

The Chair acknowledged those members of the public present and thanked them for their attendance 

and for sharing their views and reminded them that while questions would not be taken from the floor 

they could continue to submit their views to CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca or on-site through a 

written submission to the Panel. The meeting was supported through an audio livestream and the 

archive is available on the Panel website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca.  

The Panel spent the day in guided facilitation to create recommendations for the conclusion of phase 

one of the Terms of Reference.  

Panel Members Present: 

Chair Deborah Jabbour, NDP MLA for Peace River  

Cameron Westhead, MLA for Banff-Cochrane  

Maria Fitzpatrick, MLA for Lethbridge-East 

Nicole Goehring, MLA for Edmonton-Castle Downs (Craig Coolahan MLA for Calgary-Klein alternate for 

the morning portion of the meeting) 

Graham Sucha, MLA for Calgary-Shaw 

Heather Sweet, MLA for Edmonton-Manning 

Jason Nixon, Wildrose caucus, MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre 

Ric McIver, Progressive Conservative caucus, MLA for Calgary-Hays  

Dr. David Swann, Leader, Alberta Liberal caucus, MLA for Calgary-Mountain View 

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, PhD, Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

Dr. Peter Choate, MSW, PhD, Mount Royal University 

Bruce MacLaurin, MSW, University of Calgary 

Regrets: 

Greg Clark, Leader, Alberta Party caucus, MLA for Calgary-Elbow 

Key Decisions: 
The Panel reviewed the 9 potential solutions statements created from the panel’s original 115 potential 

solution statements last meeting, identified similarities and areas of overlap to develop 12 potential 

recommendations. These recommendations were considered against the Terms of Reference to support 

the mandate of the panel members. 

 

mailto:CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca
https://www.alberta.ca/child-intervention-panel.aspx


 
 

2 | P a g e  
April 11, 2017 

M I N I S T E R I A L  PA N E L  O N  C H I L D  IN T E R V E N T I O N   
M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y  

 

Facilitated Discussion: 

Damien Traverse, Community Development, Culture and Tourism 

The day was dedicated to ongoing refinement of the identified potential solutions and crafting action 

oriented recommendations to meet the mandate of the panel as identified in the Terms of Reference. 

This was another active day full of engaging discussion, thoughtful consideration, deliberation and 

tangible outcomes. A consolidation of the statements was provided to the panel members for 

consideration, upon review the panel determined that the consolidation was missing areas of 

importance and relevance that the panel members considered key critical to phase one and through 

consensus the panel determined to start with the nine solutions statements, determine synergies and 

start to craft areas for action.  

Accountability, Office of the Child and Youth Advocate (OCYA), Duplication, Timeliness and 

Transparency: 

A further assessment in these areas created an increased focus on the OCYA having the mandate as the 

external body accountable for the child death review process, the decommissioning of other 

duplicative review processes, increase authority to access information and develop recommendations 

that are actionable with reporting elevated to a legislative committee. The focus of the death review 

process was considered to be on the strengths and opportunities for system improvements to support 

transparency and public confidence. And in the event of a criminal investigation the child death review 

process should proceed up to the point able without causing interference in the investigation. Where 

there is a delay in the completion of the review the OCYA would report to a legislative committee the 

progress on all active cases and identify impediments to completion.   

Family Supports, Privacy, Cultural and Family Inclusion: 

These connected areas created focus related to identification of parties to the death review process 

including family, caregivers, agency and frontline service delivery staff and other agencies and services 

to engage them in the review process and gather relevant information to support a comprehensive 

review. Ensuring the family and caregivers are provided a voice in the death review process, where 

appropriate and ensure the cultural competency is involved and considered in the review process and 

in the report and recommendation development. Enable access and awareness of culturally relevant 

supports that families can access as needed, ensure that all family members and caregivers have a 

voice in the process as appropriate.  

Additional areas of consideration upon review of the Terms of Reference included: 

A mechanism to prioritize OCYA recommendations based on timelines to implement, support 

resources allocation and ensure effective knowledge sharing with frontline service delivery staff in a 

timely and meaningful way. A review of notification and communication policies, protocols and 

procedures, including technical barriers to support effective and efficient information sharing. 
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Increased public confidence through annual reporting, and clear and consistent key messages at the 

time of the event to support confidence in the review process.  Due to the complexity of privacy 

legislation the panel requested Secretariat support for a timeline, advice and recommendations related 

to the current Publication Ban.  

Overview: 

The panel members were able to reach consensus on the areas identified for recommendation. The 

Secretariat will provide the recommendations to the panel members for final review and validation at 

the next meeting.  

Next Steps 
Phase 2 will begin April 13, 2017 from 5:00 to 6:30pm in the Mountbatten Room of the Federal 

Building, 9820-107 Street NW, Edmonton.  

Additional dates and locations will be posted prior to the meetings. Phase 2 is expected to end  

August 1, 2017. 

The website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca and e-mail CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca continue to 

be available for the public to get information and/or make submissions to the Panel.  
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