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Thursday, May 25, 2017, 4:30pm - 8:00pm 

Introduction 
The third meeting for Phase 2 of the Ministerial Panel on Child Intervention was held in Edmonton in 

the Federal Building, on traditional Treaty 6 territory. Elder Gloria Laird led a prayer to start the 

meeting of May 25, 2017. 

The Chair acknowledged those members of the public present and thanked them for their attendance 

and for sharing their views and reminded them that while questions would not be taken from the floor 

they could continue to submit their views to CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca or on-site through a 

written submission to the panel. The meeting was supported through an audio livestream and the 

archive is available on the panel website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca.  

Panel Members Present: 

Chair Deborah Jabbour, MLA for Peace River  

Maria Fitzpatrick, MLA for Lethbridge-East 

Nicole Goehring, MLA for Edmonton-Castle Downs 

Graham Sucha, MLA for Calgary-Shaw  

Heather Sweet, MLA for Edmonton-Manning 

Cameron Westhead, MLA for Banff-Cochrane (by teleconference) 

Dr. David Swann, Leader, Alberta Liberal caucus, MLA for Calgary-Mountain View 

Jason Nixon, Wild Rose caucus, MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre (by teleconference) 

Ric McIver, Progressive Conservative caucus, MLA for Calgary-Hays  

Greg Clarke, Alberta Party, MLA for Calgary-Elbow 

Dr. Peter Choate, MSW, PhD, Mount Royal University  

Bruce MacLaurin, MSW, University of Calgary  

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, PhD, Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

Tyler White, CEO, Siksika Health Services and President, First Nations Health Consortium 

Presentations 
Métis Settlements of Alberta:  

Dorothy Anderson, Elected Secretary, Métis Settlement General Council 

Dolores Flett, Councillor, Peavine Métis Settlement 

Kathy Lepine, Councillor, Elizabeth Métis Settlement 

Floyd Thompson, Chair, Kikino Métis Settlement 

Representatives of the Métis Settlements shared the concerns of their communities related to child 

intervention services, the root causes of trauma within their communities, and the need for a more 

collaborative approach to the planning and delivery of services.  

mailto:CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca
https://www.alberta.ca/child-intervention-panel.aspx
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Root causes include: relatively low incomes, low levels of education, few opportunities, health issues, 

inadequate supports within the communities, and inadequate housing. Representatives also noted the 

trauma related to the legacy of residential schools and loss of traditional languages. 

Representatives recommended the following: 

 Provide more support for kinship arrangements; impose fewer rules. 

 Remove the onerous training requirements for families. 

 Invest in vulnerable homes and people. Provide more upfront help which will reduce 

expenditures at the backend. 

 Educate young people about their culture, and awareness of their rights. 

 Increase the quality and accountability of the case worker’s role. 

 Have a Métis person at the helm of child and family services that serve Metis children 

 Provide mental health supports for families who have had a child apprehended.  

 Work with other ministries, and take a multi-partisan approach. 

Representatives noted several programs that have worked well in their communities: Head Start, the 

FASD Network, the Aboriginal Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy, and Tapway Warriors. 

Following the presentation, panel members posed numerous questions. In particular, what is the best 

vehicle to negotiate more effective approaches to child intervention? What is the Métis plan for child 

intervention? Representatives provided the following responses which focus on advocacy, improved 

collaboration and fuller community participation: 

 We need to involve the community to address the issue – how do you deal with the problem 

before it becomes a problem? Need to deal with issues before apprehension, not wait for 

apprehension. The community needs to be part of the conversation, including children and 

other family members. 

 There is a lot of interest in having an advocate within the Métis Settlements. That narrative 

started after the boards were taken away. As soon as that happened, we started hearing we 

need an advocate that can report to a committee that can make submissions directly to the 

ministry. An advocate and committee that is removed from the existing system. We have a Métis 

Settlements health board that works quite well that was established by the Métis Settlements 

General Council – the decision to have a board that was an ad hoc board of the council was very 

purposeful. It is self-funded. Something along that line would work. 

Child Intervention and the Métis Settlements of Alberta:  

Russ Pickford, Executive Director, Children’s Services 

Inier Cardinal, North West Area Manager, Northwest Field Office, Children’s Services 

Russ Pickford presented an overview of child intervention services for Métis Settlements. The following 

key points emerged during the presentation and follow-up conversation with panel members: 



 
 

3 | P a g e  
June 1, 2017 

M I N I S T E R I A L  PA N E L  O N  C H I L D  IN T E R V E N T I O N   
M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y  

 

 There is a strong desire for a greater Métis/Aboriginal presence in the delivery of services; 

services provided by those that understand the communities. Finding ways to ensure that 

training is available in rural communities was discussed, as was flexibility for requirements 

when someone is a good fit for a positon.   

 There is a need for a collective, integrated approach to children’s services, one that includes 

other agencies like health, education, etc. 

 There is a need to build capacity within the Métis communities to provide services – Métis 

people serving Métis people.  “We need to figure out how we grow our own people to take those 

positions.” 

 For kinship, orientation is provided either in the home or in the office, and a home assessment 

is conducted. Financial compensation is the same as that of foster families. While additional 

training is not mandatory, it can be beneficial – a new family member can change the dynamics 

of a family, and introduce behaviours the family is not accustomed to. 

Next Steps 
The next meeting will occur June 5 from 3:30 pm – 7:15 pm, in the Mountbatten Room, 10th Floor of 

the Federal Building, 9820-107 Street NW, in Edmonton. Phase 2 is expected to end August 1, 2017. 

The website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca and e-mail CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca continue to 

be available for the public to get information and/or make submissions to the Panel. All Albertans are 

encouraged to fill out the online discussion guide. This is anonymous and confidential.  

https://www.alberta.ca/child-intervention-panel.aspx
mailto:CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca
http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/mpci-dg

