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Wednesday, September 20, 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Introduction 

The meeting of the Ministerial Panel on Child Intervention was held in Edmonton in the Federal 

Building, on traditional Treaty 6 territory. Elder Gloria Laird led a prayer to start the meeting. 

 

The Chair acknowledged those members of the public present and thanked them for their 

attendance and for sharing their views and reminded them that while questions would not be 

taken from the floor they could continue to submit their views to CIPanel.questions@gov.ab.ca or 

on-site through a written submission to the Panel. The meeting in the afternoon was supported 

through an audio livestream and the archive is available on the Panel website 

childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca.  

 

Panel Members Present: 

Cameron Westhead, MLA for Banff-Cochrane (Acting Chair) 

Maria Fitzpatrick, MLA for Lethbridge-East 

Nicole Goehring, MLA for Edmonton-Castle Downs 

Graham Sucha, MLA for Calgary-Shaw  

Heather Sweet, MLA for Edmonton-Manning 

Dr. David Swann, Alberta Liberal caucus, MLA for Calgary-Mountain View 

Jason Nixon, United Conservative Party caucus, MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre 

(by teleconference) 

Ric McIver, United Conservative Party caucus, MLA for Calgary-Hays  

Greg Clark, Alberta Party, MLA for Calgary-Elbow 

Dr. Peter Choate, MSW, PhD, Mount Royal University  

Bruce MacLaurin, MSW, University of Calgary  

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, PhD, Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

 

Regrets: 

Tyler White, Siksika Health Services 

Blanket Exercise (in-camera) 

Victoria Gubbels, Manager, Indigenous and Community Connections, led the Panel through a 

Blanket Exercise – an interactive and experiential opportunity to assist those participating to learn 

about the Indigenous history of Canada through an Indigenous lens. Participants took on the roles 

of Indigenous people and facilitators guided them through a summarized version of historic 

events from pre-contact to colonization to today.  



 

 

2 | P a g e  

M I N I S T E R I A L  PA N E L  O N  C H I L D  IN T E R V E N T I O N   

M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y  
 

Presentations 
Bruce MacLaurin presented on the Root Causes of Child Maltreatment. Following a review of 

provincial and national data related to maltreatment, MacLaurin presented the following as key 

considerations for the Panel: 

• Factors related to poverty are a primary issue for children. 

• These are complex cases reflecting trauma and multiple concerns for parents and 

caregivers. 

• There is an urgent concern for safety in 15% of cases; 85% of cases require a more 

thoughtful, planned approach to service. 

• Children need collaborative services, including those related to education, mental health 

and health services. 

• The value of a child’s family and community cannot be underestimated. 

• Decisions for placement or kinship care differ by location of service in Alberta. 

• Risk averse decisions do not benefit children and families at risk. 

• There is an over-representation of Indigenous children in the system. 

• Children and families who are reported do not benefit from repeated investigations. 

• Continued development of an evidence-based approach is needed rather than knee-jerk 

responses to tragic events. 

• Meaningful intervention is required to address family concerns. 

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, and Joni Brodziak, Principles of Restorative Practice. The presenters 

outlined key principles of restorative practice, and the Panel then viewed a video describing the 

restorative work of Buffalo Sage Wellness House (which operates within the corrections system), 

followed by questions. Dr. LaBoucane-Benson described three stages of restorative practice: 

• Reclaiming an interconnected worldview with rules about relationships. 

• Reconciliation of damaged relationships. 

• Self-determined solutions. 

Ms. Brodziak noted similarities between the corrections system and the child intervention system 

including that the systems often deal with the same people.  

Next Steps 

The next Panel meeting will be a full day meeting on October 2 from 7:30am to 4:00pm on Paul 

First Nation where the Panel will focus on transitions to adulthood.   

This will be the first of three meetings hosted by a First Nation.  

The website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca and e-mail CIPanel.questions@gov.ab.ca continue to 

be available for the public to get information and/or make submissions to the Panel.  


