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July 2, 2013

dear leaders of major north american corporations,

The undersigned organizations, representing millions of North Americans, are writing to urge you to distance your company from tar sands, 

one of the most environmentally destructive industrial developments in the world today, and to increase the efficiency of your vehicle fleet and 

shipping operations. A number of companies have already committed to reduce or eliminate tar sands from their fleet fuel. We believe that 

North America’s biggest companies and oil consumers have a key role to play in limiting the market for this extreme, dirty fuel.

The tar sands industry is pursuing numerous pipeline proposals to increase access to US refineries and the international market. While tar 

sands production is currently at about 2 million barrels a day, the industry is pushing for a staggering increase of more than three times that 

level by 2030 if we do not find ways to significantly decrease demand.

Leading companies have set goals to reduce carbon emissions because of the recognition that the fuels they burn are threatening the Earth’s 

climate, our economy, and the future our children will inherit. And yet extracting and upgrading a barrel of tar sands oil generates up to three 

times more greenhouse gas emissions than extracting a barrel of conventional oil. Boreal forests, like the one that covers the tar sands of 

Alberta, Canada, capture and store almost twice as much carbon as do tropical forests.3 Relying on this higher-carbon fuel will undermine 

carbon reduction investments companies have made.

Leading companies have also set goals to reduce water consumption, prevent water pollution, and address deforestation. And yet the tar 

sands industry in Canada hopes to subject an area of wetlands and forests the size of Florida to some of the most destructive open-pit mining 

and drilling practices on earth.4 Existing operations draw more than 349 million cubic meters of water per year and are projected to triple in 

the next two decades. Ninety percent of this water is then relegated to ‘open pit’ tailings ponds, containing ammonia, cyanide, arsenic, and 

other toxins. These ponds discharge up to three million gallons of effluent into the Athabasca watershed every day.

Leading companies have made a public commitment to the health and well-being of the communities where they operate and serve 

customers. And yet, physicians in Indigenous communities near tar sands extraction sites have reported unusually high rates of certain 

types of cancers.8 In order to be transported via pipeline, tar sands bitumen must be diluted with toxic hydrocarbons and pumped at high 

temperature and pressure, which strains pipelines. Tar sands pipelines carry tar sands products across thousands of waterways in dozens of 

states and provinces, putting drinking water for tens of millions of North Americans at risk. As we’ve seen recently in Mayflower, Arkansas and 

in Michigan’s Kalamazoo River, tar sands spills are even more difficult to clean up than conventional oil spills and pose unique risks to water 

resources.

Leading companies are reducing their oil consumption as a way to reduce costs and carbon emissions. Approximately 40 percent of US 

carbon emissions from fossil fuels are the result of our dependence on oil. Given the threats to our climate, air quality, and security, all 

companies must escalate these efficiency efforts. Huge gains can be made using existing technology and strategies, such as plug-in and hybrid 

vehicles, more efficient diesel vehicles, aerodynamics, advanced tires, anti-idling programs, driver training, and telematics. Shifting to rail, 

reducing packaging, right-sizing, and reducing empty loads are important strategies that many shippers are employing and should scale up.

We hope you will join a growing number of companies in both slashing oil consumption in your shipping and vehicle fleet and in reducing or 

eliminating reliance on tar sands. The latter is achieved by working with your fuel and transportation providers to source fuel from refineries 

that do not process tar sands, wherever possible. Your company’s leadership on these issues will be welcome news for consumers and will help 

secure a safer future.
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