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PROFILE 
Capital: Carson City 
 
Population: 2,940,058 (2016 estimate) 
 

Language: English 
 
Government: Bicameral state government   
 
Head of Government:   
Governor Brian Sandoval (R)  
Second term (term expires January 2019) 
Eligible for two consecutive terms. 
 
Currency: U.S. Dollar (USD) 
$1 CAD = $0.80 USD (August 2017) 
 
Gross State Product (GSP):  
US$147.5 billion (2016) 
 
GSP Per Capita: US$43,820 (2016) 
 
Unemployment Rate: 4.7% (June 2017) 
 
Key Industry Sectors: tourism, mining, 
food processing, printing and publishing, 
agriculture (hay, potatoes, dairy products, 
onions, and alfalfa) 
 
Main Cities: (2016 estimates) 
 Las Vegas: 632,912 
 Henderson: 292,969 
 Las Vegas-Henderson Metro: 2,155,664 
 Reno: 245,255 
 Reno Metro: 457,667 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 Nevada is the seventh largest state in 

area, and geographically covers the 
Mojave Desert in the south to the Great 
Basin in the north. 

 Approximately 86% of the state's land 
is owned by the U.S. federal 
government under various jurisdictions, 
both civilian and military. 

 The driest state in the U.S., with an 
average annual rainfall of only about 
seven inches, much of Nevada is 
uninhabited, sagebrush-covered desert. 
The wettest part of the state receives 
about 40 inches of precipitation per 
year, while the driest spot has less than 
four inches per year. 

 Nevada was made famous in 1859 by 
the discovery of the Comstock Lode, 
the richest known U.S. silver deposit. 

 Gambling was legalized in Nevada in 
March 1931 by Governor Fred Balzar. 

 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 
 On July 29, 2013, Alberta and Nevada 

signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on unmanned vehicle 
systems. This three-year cooperative 
relationship allowed for collaboration on 
trade development, and research and 
advanced technologies in the 
unmanned vehicle systems sector for 
the mutual benefit of both jurisdictions.  

 The Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers has identified 11 Nevada 
companies that supply equipment, 
parts, and services being used in the 
development of Alberta’s oil sands. 

 

SHARED ORGANIZATIONS 

 Council of State Governments (CSG) 
National 

 CSG West 
 National Association of State 

Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) 
 State Agriculture and Rural Leaders 

(SARL) 
 Western Association of State 

Departments of Agriculture (WASDA) 
 Western Governors’ Association (WGA) 
 

ENERGY/NATURAL GAS 
 Nevada relies on other states for more 

than 90% of its energy consumption. 
 Nevada used natural gas to generate 

63% of its electricity in 2014. 
 Nevada has an Energy Portfolio 

Standard that requires 25% of 
electricity sales to come from 
renewable resources by 2025. In 2014, 
18% of Nevada’s net electricity 
generation came from renewable 
sources. 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 Alberta's 2016 agri-food exports to 

Nevada totalled $12.89 million. Top 
exports included oilseed cake and meal 
($3.6 million), beef ($3.2 million) and 
prepared animal feed ($2.4 million).  

 Alberta’s 2016 agriculture imports from 
Nevada were valued at $12.49 million 
and consisted of cereal preparations 
($8.12 million), processed meats 
($3.00 million) and food materials 
($1.08 million). 
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 For more information, contact: 
Alberta Economic Development and Trade 
Tel.: 780-427-6543  Fax: 780-427-0699 
www.albertacanada.com 
 

 
 

 Agriculture is one of Nevada’s most 
important industries, contributing 
significantly to the economies of rural 
communities and the state as a whole. 

 Nevada's top five agricultural products 
are cattle and calves, hay, dairy 
products, onions, and potatoes. 

 Cattle and sheep ranching is the 
primary agricultural activity while hay, 
to feed livestock, is the state's biggest 
crop. 

 Nevada is one of eight U.S. states to 
Legalize marijuana. 

 Nevada's high desert climate is very 
well-suited to the production of high 
quality alfalfa hay, which is the leading 
cash crop of the state. 

 The state’s leading agricultural 
industry is range livestock production, 
with cow-calf operations being 
predominate. 

 On July 29, 2016, former President 
Obama signed into law the Genetically 

Modified Organism (GMO) labeling bill 
creating a national mandatory system 
where food makers must disclose GMO 
data. Laws and regulations under 
development within this bill will apply to 
both domestic and foreign-produced 
goods. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
 From 2012-2016, Alberta’s exports to 

Nevada have averaged $150 million 
dollars annually. 

 In 2016, Alberta’s exports to Nevada 
totalled $165.8 million and included 
plastics, mineral fuels and oil, 
machinery, fertilizers, and inorganic 
chemicals. 

 In 2016, Alberta’s imports to Nevada 
totalled $163.6 million and included 
toys and games, plastics, motor 
vehicles, and articles or iron and steel. 

 Alberta Economic Development and 
Trade’s internal economic model 
suggests that Alberta’s imports from 
Nevada had an average value of 

US$237 million between 2010-2013, 
when adjusted for port-of-entry. 

 

EDUCATION 
 The Nevada System of Higher 

Education consists of eight institutes. 
The most notable is the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas (UNLV). 

 UNLV has a student population of 
approximately 28,000 students. 

 Nevada is also home to many private 
and vocational institutions, such as the 
Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary 
Arts. 
 

CULTURE/TOURISM 
 Las Vegas has some of the largest 

hotels in the world, and has more 
hotels than any other place on earth.  

 In 2015, approximately 42.31 million 
tourists visited Las Vegas. 

 

MINING 
 Nevada is the fourth largest producer 

of gold in the world (behind South 
Africa, Australia and China). Nevada 
produced approximately 72% of all 
gold in the U.S. in 2014. 

 Nevada leads the U.S. in barite and 
gypsum production. 

 Nevada’s other significant mineral 
production includes copper, sand, 
gravel, limestone, diatomaceous earth, 
and specialty clays. 

 
AEROSPACE AND DEFENCE 
 Nevada has four army bases: the 

Nellis Air Force Base, Creech Air Force 
Base, Naval Air Station Fallon, and the 
Hawthorne Army Depot. Nevada is 
also home to the Desert Research 
Institute, a publically funded research 

centre for desert combat settings. 

 The Federal Aviation Administration 
has been mandated by Congress to 
create six unmanned aerial systems 
(UAS) test ranges in the U.S. to allow 
integrated manned and unmanned 
flight in the national airspace. 

 Nevada is home to one of the six test 
sites for UAS testing and training. 

 

RECENT VISITS/MISSIONS 
 N/A 

 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 
 Kelly Knight Craft’s nomination by 

President Donald Trump to be the next 
U.S. Ambassador to Canada in Ottawa 
was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on 
August 3, 2017. She still must present 
her credentials in Ottawa before 
officially taking up her post as U.S. 
Ambassador to Canada. 

 The Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. 
in Washington, D.C. is David 
MacNaughton. 

 The Canadian Consulate General 
responsible for Nevada is located in 
Los Angeles, California. James 
Villeneuve is the Consul General. 

 The U.S. Consul General responsible 
for Alberta is located in Calgary. Tom 
Palaia is the Consul General. 

 Gitane De Silva is Alberta’s Senior 
Representative to the U.S., located in 
Washington D.C. 
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