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Information Sheet 
Immediate Roadside 
Sanctions (IRS) 
Program – IRS: FAIL 

When does a Notice of 
Administrative Penalty (driver’s 
licence suspension / 
disqualification) under the IRS: 
FAIL Program apply?  

The IRS: FAIL Program is administered under 
section 88.1 of the Traffic Safety Act and applies 
to drivers when law enforcement has reasonable 
grounds to believe that: 

 the driver operated a motor vehicle while their
ability to do so was impaired to any degree by
alcohol or a drug or by a combination of alcohol
and a drug

 within 2 hours after ceasing to operate a motor
vehicle, the driver had a blood alcohol
concentration that was equal to or exceeds 80
milligrams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood

 within 2 hours after ceasing to operate a motor
vehicle, the driver had a blood drug
concentration that is equal to or exceeds any
blood drug concentration for the drug that is

prescribed by regulation under the Criminal 
Code (Canada) 

 within 2 hours, after ceasing to operate a motor
vehicle, the driver had a blood alcohol
concentration and a blood drug concentration
that is equal to or exceeds the blood alcohol
concentration and the blood drug concentration
for the drug that is prescribed by regulation
under the Criminal Code (Canada) for instances
where alcohol and that drug are combined

 knowing a demand had been made, the driver
failed or refused, without a reasonable excuse,
to comply with a demand made under the
Criminal Code (Canada)

What are the contraventions 
associated with a Notice of 
Administrative Penalty under the 

IRS: FAIL Program?  
Contraventions for this type of 
suspension/disqualification include the following: 

1st occurrence  

The administrative 
penalties are imposed 
with or without a 
criminal charge. A 
criminal conviction will 

- Two-stage, fixed-term suspension consisting of two distinct parts:
o 90 days where the suspended driver is unable to drive under any

circumstances; and
o further 12 month driver’s licence suspension

 During this further 12 month suspension period, the driver may
participate in Alberta’s IRS: FAIL Ignition Interlock Program and
during that term, operate a vehicle equipped with an interlock device.
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For additional information on the Alberta’s Impaired Driver’s Program which includes the Planning 

Ahead course, or IMPACT Program, please contact the Alberta Motor Association (AMA) in Edmonton 

at 780-430-8811 (toll-free in Alberta at 1-800-272-5698) or visit AMA’s website at: 

www.ama.ab.ca/knowledge-base/articles/how-do-i-register-for-the-alberta-impaired-drivers-program-

aidp/. 

result in additional 
penalties.  

If they choose not to participate in the Ignition Interlock Program, the 
driver will remain suspended and cannot legally drive. 

- Completion of the Planning Ahead course.  
 If the driver does not complete this requirement within the above 

suspension period, they will receive a new administrative suspension 
for non-compliance and remain suspended until the remedial 
education course is completed.   

- 30-day vehicle seizure 
- $1,000 fine plus victim fine surcharge of 20 percent 

2nd occurrence 
 
The administrative 
penalties are imposed 
with or without a 
criminal charge. A 
criminal conviction will 
result in additional 
penalties. 

- Two-stage, fixed-term suspension consisting of two distinct parts: 
o 90 days where the suspended driver is unable to drive under any 

circumstances; and  
o further 36 month driver’s licence suspension  

 During this further 36 month suspension period, the driver may 
participate in Alberta’s IRS: FAIL Ignition Interlock Program and 
during that term, operate a vehicle equipped with an interlock device. 
If they choose not to participate in the Ignition Interlock Program, the 
driver will remain suspended and cannot legally drive. 

- Completion of the IMPACT Program.  
 If the driver does not complete this requirement within the above 

suspension period, they will receive a new administrative suspension 
for non-compliance and remain suspended until the remedial 
education course is completed.   

- 30-day vehicle seizure 
- $2,000 fine plus victim fine surcharge of 20 percent 

3rd (and 
subsequent) 
occurrence 
 
The administrative 
penalties are imposed 
with or without a 
criminal charge. A 
criminal conviction will 
result in additional 
penalties. 

- Two-stage, fixed-term suspension consisting of two distinct parts: 
o 90 days where the suspended driver is unable to drive under any 

circumstances; and  
o further lifetime driver’s licence suspension  

 During this further lifetime suspension period, the driver may 
participate in Alberta’s IRS: FAIL Ignition Interlock Program and 
during that term operate a vehicle equipped with an interlock device. 
If they choose not to participate in the Ignition Interlock Program, the 
driver will remain suspended and cannot legally drive. 

 Provided the driver meets the eligibility criteria, a driver can apply for 
driver’s licence reinstatement and removal of the interlock 
requirement after 10 years. An application does not guarantee a 
removal of the lifetime suspension. 

- 30-day vehicle seizure 
- $2,000 fine plus victim fine surcharge of 20 percent 
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When does the IRS: FAIL come 
into effect?  
This driver’s licence suspension/disqualification 
begins immediately upon the driver being issued by 
law enforcement.  
A confirmation of the Notice of Administrative 
Penalty (driver’s licence suspension/disqualification) 
under the IRS: FAIL Program will be sent to the last 
known address listed on the driver’s motor vehicle 
file. If the driver resides out of province, their home 
jurisdiction will be notified of the 
suspension/disqualification. 
 

What sort of substances does 
the IRS: FAIL Program apply to? 
Because both legal drugs and illegal drugs have the 
potential to cause impairment, the IRS: FAIL 
Program applies to any substance (drugs, alcohol or 
drug/alcohol) that cause a driver to be impaired. This 
also includes prescription and non-prescription 
(over-the-counter) medications.  
 

Requesting a review of the 
Notice of Administrative Penalty 
under the IRS: FAIL Program  
A driver who has received a Notice of Administrative 
Penalty (driver’s licence suspension/disqualification) 
has the right to request a review of the notice to 
SafeRoads Alberta. Important information about the 
IRS penalties and how to request a review is 
available on the back of the Notice of Administrative 
Penalty and at www.saferoads.com.  
 
Further to Section 7(1) of the Provincial 
Administrative Penalties Act, a recipient has seven 
days from the date of issuance of the Notice of 
Administrative Penalty to request a review.  
To request a review, a recipient must apply through 
the online portal available at www.saferoads.com  
and pay the non-refundable application fee of $150.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all review inquiries in regards to the IRS 
Program, please contact SafeRoads Alberta:  

 

To request a review of a vehicle seized in relation to 
an IRS Program, please see the Information Sheet: 
Vehicle Seizure or Immobilization Review 
(TRANS2).  
 

Requesting a review does not affect an active 
driver's licence suspension/disqualification. The 
suspension/disqualification will remain in effect 
while a driver is participating in the review 
process. 

 

 

SafeRoads Alberta                  

Twin Atria Building  

4999 – 98 Avenue NW  

Edmonton AB T6B 2X3 

Website: www.saferoads.com 

Email: saferoads@gov.ab.ca 

Telephone: 780-427-SAFE (7233)  

(toll-free in Alberta by first dialing 310-0000) 

 

Out 
of 

da
te

http://www.saferoads.com/
http://www.saferoads.com/
http://www.saferoads.com/
mailto:saferoads@gov.ab.ca



