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Classification: Public 

 

Introduction 

On June 19, 2019, pursuant to section 46.1 of the Police Act, ASIRT was directed to 

investigate the circumstances surrounding the death of a woman, hereinafter referred to 

as the affected person, during an attempted apprehension of her by members of the 

Calgary Police Service (CPS) that same day. The events leading to the affected person’s 

death occurred at or around the time of a planned entry to an apartment pursuant to a 

Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) issued search warrant, for a residence in 

Calgary that the affected person occupied with her boyfriend. Our investigation is now 

complete. 

This case, and the nature of the police involvement being examined, differs from many 

ASIRT investigations, and as such, it is important to clarify the role of ASIRT in relation 

to this matter. Commonly, ASIRT is ordered to investigate a direct or overt action by a 

police officer which may have caused or contributed to a death. In these cases, ASIRT's 

approach is straightforward, determining first if the action occurred, and if so, 

determining whether that action was lawful, and if not, assessing whether grounds exist 

to lay a Criminal Code charge. In this case, there is no overt action or use of force on the 

part of police. While the approach to this case is different, ASIRT's mandate, and the goal 

of the investigation, remains the same, to determine whether grounds exist to lay a 

Criminal Code charge. Questions such as whether the death of the affected person could 

have been prevented through changes in policy, resourcing, or the like, are not within 

ASIRT's mandate, and are issues commonly examined through another external process, 

such as a Fatality Inquiry Review. Regardless of the nature of the event being examined, 

the ultimate goal of an ASIRT investigation must remain a determination on whether 

Criminal Code charges are appropriate. 

ASIRT’s Investigation 

ASIRT's investigation was comprehensive and thorough, conducted using current 

investigative protocols, and in accordance with the principles of Major Case 

Management. ASIRT interviewed all relevant police and civilian witnesses, obtained and 

reviewed CCTV video footage, and attended the apartment complex for a scene 

examination. 
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Circumstances Surrounding the Death of the Affected Person 

At the time of her death, the affected person was 31 years old. She had been residing in 

Calgary in various rental Airbnb locations with her boyfriend. Both of them were 

suspects of the CPS in a non-fatal shooting of a female outside of a Calgary hostel on May 

06, 2019. Subsequent investigations by the CPS revealed that both were actively involved 

in drug trafficking, specifically fentanyl.  

The affected person had numerous dealings with law enforcement agencies in the past. 

She had a firearms prohibition in effect since April 2015. The forgoing criminal history of 

the affected person is only mentioned as it directly impacted the decision making process 

of the CPS in how they would execute the CDSA warrant to address safety concerns. 

On June 10, 2019, a warrant was issued for the arrest of the boyfriend in relation to a 

separate non-fatal shooting that occurred on March 10, 2019, in Calgary. 

On June 18, 2019, CPS investigators learned that the boyfriend and the affected person 

were residing in a fifth floor apartment located at an address in Calgary. 

Investigators established surveillance on the residence and confirmed both persons 

within the apartment. Both the boyfriend and the affected person were seen engaging in 

drug activity within the vicinity of the apartment. CPS investigators obtained a CDSA 

search warrant for the residence. Due to the history of both suspects and the belief that 

either may be in possession of a gun, CPS investigators called on the assistance of the 

Tactical Unit to help execute the warrant safely. The tactical plan was to contain the 

apartment suite and call out the occupant(s) to ensure the safety of all involved. 

At approximately 12:27 A.M., surveillance members observed the boyfriend leaving the 

building on foot. He was arrested a short distance away by the tactical team. The tactical 

team then focused their attention on the fifth floor suite, knowing that the affected person 

was still within the apartment. 

Tactical members set up containment of the suite and attempted to communicate with 

the affected person through the use of a hailing device; however, the affected person 

refused to acknowledge police presence. The use of the hailing device occurred more than 

once, over an extended period of time. Tactical members placed a camera underneath the 

front door to see inside; however, the camera did not work. Tactical members then used 

a robot to knock on the door and again, the affected person did not respond. 

As these steps were being taken, a tactical member who had a visual on the exterior of 

the apartment suite noticed, on four occasions, the affected person emerging out onto the 
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balcony and then returning back into the suite. On one occasion, the affected person was 

observed out on the balcony throwing an item over the railing, which landed on a second 

floor balcony. That item was later recovered and was determined to be a loaded 9mm 

Glock handgun with fourteen bullets in the magazine. 

The tactical plan then shifted to; waiting for the affected person to go back out onto the 

balcony, and once visually confirmed, knowing that she was away from the access door, 

tactical members would breach the door with a ram, hold at the door, and send a robot 

into the suite and attempt to convince her to come out. 

At approximately 1:07 A.M. on June 19, 2019, the affected person emerged onto the 

balcony. A tactical member and a surveillance member both observed the affected person 

climbing over the balcony railing in an apparent attempt to scale down to the balcony 

below. Her purse fell to the ground. It is unclear if she dropped it, or it slipped from her 

hand. In that process, she fell five floors to the ground and landed on a dumpster below. 

It is unknown if she intentionally jumped or lost her grip of the balcony. At 

approximately the same time, the tactical team had forced open the apartment door with 

a ram, as per the previously approved plan, following their instructions to hold at the 

door and to not make entry. None of the tactical members at the door reported seeing the 

affected person on the balcony. She had already fallen or was in the process of falling. 

First aid was quickly thereafter administered by the tactical EMS member on scene, until 

the ambulance that had been requested arrived. Thereafter, the affected person was 

transported to hospital whereupon she died of her injuries. 

There were two civilian witnesses (hereinafter civilian witness #1 and civilian witness #2) 

that were outside the apartment complex at this time. Both witnesses subsequently 

provided statements to ASIRT.  

Civilian witness #1 stated he heard a commotion and looked above. He saw a person 

hanging from a balcony of the apartment building at [address]. He alerted civilian 

witness #2. 

From his distance of 30 – 40 yards away, he could not tell if that person was male or 

female. There were lights on within the apartment suite that were moving back and forth. 

He thought they may have been flashlights from the weapons of the police. The person 

was hanging for four to five seconds and then fell. He heard a crash. Police then 

converged to the area where the person fell. 

He did not hear the person say anything nor did he hear anyone saying anything to the 

person. 
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He assumed the person was trying to escape from the police. “It didn’t seemed forced or 

anything or that they were pushed. Just looked like they were trying to escape from the 

police that came into their apartment”. 

He could not tell if the person was trying to scale down to the balconies below. He did 

not see the person initially crawl over the balcony to the exterior side of it. He did not see 

the person throw or discard anything to the ground. 

At no time did he see the police emerge out onto the balcony, either before or after the 

affected person fell. 

Civilian witness #2 stated he heard a noise and civilian witness #1 said, “There is someone 

on the balcony”. He looked up and saw a female dangling from a 5th floor balcony. It 

was the only floor that had a light on in the balcony area. 

He said it looked like she had crawled over the side of the railing and was trying to jump 

downward. She was hanging from the concrete pad at the bottom of the railing and it 

appeared she was trying to get lower. It looked like she pushed off to get to where the 

garbage cans were in the alleyway. He heard a thud and realized she descended down 

onto the garbage can below. It all happened within a couple of seconds. 

Police immediately rushed towards her. Civilian witness #2 said, “She was definitely 

trying to get the hell out of there”. 

Tactical member(s) emerged onto the balcony within seconds after she fell. He could not 

tell if her descent was intentional or accidental. 

He did not hear anything before she descended and he did not hear the police saying 

anything to her while she was on the balcony. While she was on the ground, he heard 

police yelling commands for her to stay down. 

The police started to administer first aid to her. 

CPS investigators executed the search warrant after cleared to do so by ASIRT. Found 

within the residence were 13.6 grams of fentanyl and other drug paraphernalia. The 

handgun was retrieved from a second floor balcony.  

At autopsy, it was determined that the cause of death of the affected person was due to 

blunt force traumatic injuries. The manner of death has been determined to be accidental. 

Toxicology results confirmed the use of both cannabis and fentanyl prior to her death. 

There were no Subject Officers designated from this investigation. 
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Conclusion 

ASIRT was directed to investigate the death of the affected person as it occurred in 

circumstances that met the general definition of an "in-custody" death, as it occurred 

during contact with police and while the residence was contained by police.  

In this case, it is clear that the affected person died as a result of significant blunt force 

injuries resulting from her falling five floors to the ground. The officers on scene were 

acting in the lawful execution of their duties, and had judicial authorization to enter the 

residence. The affected person was presented with several opportunities over an 

extended period of time to surrender to awaiting CPS officers by just walking out the 

apartment door. However, the affected person appears to have attempted to evade the 

police by leaving the apartment by scaling over and down her 5th floor balcony. It is 

unknown whether the affected person fell from the balcony after losing her grip or if she 

intentionally tried to jump to make good her escape. 

While the death of the affected person is tragic, there are no reasonable grounds, nor 

reasonable suspicion, to believe that any of the officers on scene committed an offence(s).  

ASIRT’s investigation having been completed and our mandate fulfilled, I have 

concluded our file. 
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