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PROFILE 

Capital:  Prague 

Population:  10.56 million (2016) 

Language:  Czech 

Government: Parliamentary Republic 

Head of State:  President Miloš Zeman (since 
March 2013) 

Head of Government:  Prime Minister Bohuslav 
Sobotka (since January 2014) 

Currency:  Czech Republic Koruna (CZK), CAD 
$1.00 = 17.4CZK, 1.00CZK = CAD $0.06 
(October 2017) 

GDP:  USD $192.9 billion (2016) 

GDP (PPP):  366.6 billion current international 
dollars (2016) 

GDP Per Capita (PPP):  18,267 current 
international dollars (2016) 

GDP Growth Rate: 2.4 per cent (2016) 

Inflation:  0.64 per cent (2016) 

Key Industry Sectors:  motor vehicles, 
metallurgy, machinery and equipment, glass, 
armaments.  

Sources: World Bank, Bank of Canada 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 Communism ended in Czechoslovakia with the 

non-violent “Velvet Revolution” in 1989.  

Subsequently, in 1992, the Federal Assembly 

of Czechoslovakia voted in favour of dividing 

the country into the Czech Republic and 

Slovakia as of January 1, 1993. 

 More than 87 per cent of Czechs are able to 

speak at least one language, 28 percent can 

speak two languages, and nearly 25 per cent 

three languages. English, German, Russian, 

French and Spanish are the most widely 

spoken.  

 Hills and mountains span over 95 per cent of 

the Czech Republic’s territory.  

 There are over 2,000 castles, keeps, and 

castle ruins in the Czech Republic. This is the 

third highest density in the world after Belgium 

and France. Prague Castle is the largest 

castle in the world at almost 70,000 square 

meters in size.  

 The country is renowned for its numerous spa 

towns, especially along the border with 

Saxony. The most famous spa towns include 

Karlsbad, Frazenbad, and Teplitz.  

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 

 The Czech Republic belongs to both the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the 

World Trade Organization (WTO). 

 The Czech Republic is one of the ten Eastern 

European countries that became members of 

the European Union (EU) in May 2004. 

 When the Czech Republic entered the EU, it 

joined the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA)’s Official 

Development Assistance Program in Central 

Europe (ODACE). Through this program, 

Canada assists the Czech Republic to 

establish its own development programme, 

including legislation and structure. Projects 

under ODACE were completed in March 2008.  

 Canada and the Czech Republic have 

longstanding and close ties. Canada sheltered 

Czechoslovak political refugees in 1948 and 

1968, and offered steadfast support for 

dissidents throughout the Communist period. 

 From 1990 to 2004, Canada’s former 

Technical Assistance Programme in the Czech 

Republic worked to ease the transition of the 

country from a managed economy to a free 

market, and to help the development of an 

open government at the cost of CAD $22 

million. This project addresses governance, 

private sector development, financial sector 

reform, and education.  

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 The Czech Republic has been a popular 

destination for foreign capital and has been 

attracting high volumes of foreign direct 

investment since the 1990s.  

 The advantages of doing business in the 

Czech Republic are its geographical location 

combined with reliable infrastructure, 

availability of suppliers and specialized 

inputs needed by foreign investors, quality of 

life and social stability, cost competitiveness, 
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financial stability and availability of financing, 

investment incentives, skilled workforce and 

high education level. 

 Signed in October 2016, the Canada EU 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement (CETA) was provisionally applied 

on September 21, 2017. The Czech Republic 

will profit from the continuing gradual 

liberalization of world trade and closer 

economic integration with the EU.  

 From 2012 to 2016, Alberta’s exports to the 

Czech Republic averaged CAD $6.7 million 

per annum, consisting mainly of food waste 

and animal feed (CAD $4.9 million), medical, 

photographic and other measuring instruments 

(CAD $0.5 million), machinery (CAD $0.4 

million), and base metals (CAD $0.2 million). 
The export figures do not include trade in 

services (e.g. tourism, architecture and 

engineering, or IT services).  

 Over the 2012 to 2016 period, Alberta‘s direct 

imports from the Czech Republic averaged 

CAD $19.7 million per year. The principal 

import products were machinery (CAD $5.9 

million), iron or steel products (CAD $2.9 

million), electrical machinery (CAD $2.0 

million) and rubber (CAD $1.7 million).  This 

figure does not include goods sold in Alberta 

that have arrived via distribution hubs in other 

provinces. 

 Canadian foreign direct investment stocks in 

the Czech Republic were CAD $53 million in 

2016. Primary investment sectors in Czech 

Republic include manufacturing, financial 

institutions, real estate, transport and 

communications.  

 The top investing countries into the Czech 

Republic in 2016 were Germany, the 

Netherlands, South Korea and France.  

 Canadian investors in the Czech Republic 

include firms such as Bombardier, Magna, 

Molson Coors, CGI, and Borealis a Adastra.  

 

ENERGY 

 The energy industry in the Czech Republic 

includes fuel mining, production of coke, gas, 

power, and heat production and distribution.  

 The core fuel in the Czech Republic is coal, 

accounting for some 40 per cent of energy 

sources. Since 2005, energy produced from 

coal has decreased over 21 per cent.  

 In 2015, energy from oil was 20.8 per cent of 

total energy supply, while natural gas was 

close to 16 per cent of the total. 

 Nuclear power stations represent another 

important source of power in the country. The 

Czech Republic has two nuclear power 

stations, which account for 17.2 per cent of the 

total power generated in 2015. 

 Renewable energy sources account for 9.4 per 

cent of the total energy supply; this is made up 

of biofuels and waste (8.6 per cent), solar (0.5 

per cent), hydro (0.2 per cent), and wind (0.1 

per cent). 

 The Czech Republic has been more 

successful than other former East Bloc states 

in diversifying its gas supply, taking steps in 

the early-mid 1990s to create eastward flows 

of Norwegian natural gas via Germany that 

now account for more than a third of total gas 

imports, with Russia accounting for the rest. 

The country imports a similar proportion of its 

oil from Russia.  

 The Czech Republic aims to achieve a 40 per 

cent reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 in 

comparison with 1990. The country also 

targets further reduction in emissions in 

compliance with EU strategies aimed at 

decarbonizing the economy by 2050 in 

accordance with its financial capacity. 

 Calgary-based McDaniel & Associates 

Consultants has provided international oil and 

gas consulting services to the Czech Republic. 

 

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 Manufacturing: The country’s rich industrial 

history offers strong potential for investment in 

the high-tech manufacturing sector.  

 Globally, the Czech Republic is the second 

largest passenger car producer per one million 

inhabitants (107.5 vehicles per 1,000 

persons). Automotive companies operating 

here include Hyundai, Johnson Controls, 

Volkswagen and Toyota. 

 In 2016, over 80 per cent of the high-tech 

manufacturing output was exported. Main 

exports include turbines, transportation 

solutions, air-conditioning equipment, 

construction machinery and machine tools.  

 Advanced Materials: The Central European 

Institute of Technology (CEITEC), the 

Regional Centre of Advanced Technologies 

and Materials, and the Technical University of 

Liberec are world class leaders in 

nanotechnology research.  

 Industry specializations include nanofibers, 

electron microscopy, laser applications, and 

production of monocrystalline materials.  

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 

 There is 4,264 thousand hectares of 

agricultural land in the Czech Republic, 

equivalent to 54 per cent of the total area of 

the country. There are 0.42 hectares of 

agricultural land per person, 0.30 hectares of 

this being arable land. 

 In 2010, there were 22,860 agricultural 

holdings in the Czech Republic, one of the 

smallest number of farms within the EU27.  

 The three regions of Jihozápad, Jihovýchod 

and Severovýchod together accounted for 65 

per cent of the Czech livestock population in 

2010. Cattle are the most important livestock, 

representing 56 per cent of the livestock 

population.  



 

 

For more information, contact: 

Alberta Economic Development and Trade 
Phone: 780-427-6543 Fax: 780-427-0699 
albertacanada.com 
international.alberta.ca 

 In 2016, Alberta agri-food exports to the Czech 

Republic totaled CAD $4.95 million, consisting 

mostly of prepared animal feed (CAD $4.86 

million). 

 The Czech Republic is within the top 10 

largest markets in the EU for Alberta pet food 

exports in 2016. 

 Over one-third of the land fund consists of 

forest land.  

 There has been a decline in agricultural land 

of 15 thousand hectares and a rise of 16 

thousand hectares of woodland since 1995.  

 In 2015, the Czech Republic imported over 

CAD $4.7 billion in wood products, largely 

from Europe, Central Asia and Germany.  

Canadian exports to the Czech Republic were 

valued at over $3.5 million, with Alberta 

exports negligible. 

EDUCATION 

 From 2012 to 2016, 57 citizens of the Czech 

Republic had international study permits come 

into effect for Alberta. From 2015 to 2017, 30 

foreign students received study permits.  

 The MacEwan School of Business visited the 

Czech Republic (including the University of 

Economics, Prague) in February 2015 for its 

inaugural eastern European study tour. There 

was a MacEwan University study tour to the 

Czech Republic in February 2016. 

 The Government of the Czech Republic 

provides support for the University of Alberta’s 

Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central 

European Studies. 

 The University of Calgary has an 

undergraduate group study program in 

association with the Central and East 

European Studies Program administered by 

the University of Economics, Prague (UEP), 

an MBA exchange program with UEP, and an 

exchange program between its Centre for 

Military, Strategic and Security Studies and 

Charles University in Prague. 

 The University of Alberta Faculty of Physical 

Education and Recreation has established 

student exchange linkages with Palacky 

University in Olomouc. 

 Alberta Advanced Education supports the 

Campus Alberta Grant for International 

Learning (CAGFIL) program enabling post-

secondary institutions to develop study and 

research collaboration involving the Czech 

Republic. 

IMMIGRATION AND COMMUNITY 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 224 citizens of the 

Czech Republic became Permanent Residents 

of Canada, with Alberta as their intended 

destination. Approximately 68 per cent were 

economic immigrants, including principal 

applicants, spouses, and dependents.  

 From 2011 to 2016, 238 citizens of the Czech 

Republic had Temporary Foreign Worker 

Program (TFWP) work permits come into 

effect for Alberta. 

 The Czech and Slovak National Association of 

Canada (CSNAC), which organizes languages 

classes, lectures and concerts featuring 

eminent Czechs and Slovaks, has branches in 

Edmonton and Calgary. 

 The Edmonton Czech Language Society aims 

at maintaining and promoting the Czech 

language among young Canadians of Czech 

ancestry through sports, cultural and social 

activities. 

RECENT VISITS 

 June 2009: His Excellency Karel Zebrakovsky, 

Ambassador of the Czech Republic, made his 

first official visit to Alberta. 

 May 2007: Two Czech governors from South 

Bohemia and Usti Nad Labem regions visited 

Alberta to sign cooperation agreements with 

Lethbridge and Calgary respectively. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 The Czech Republic’s Ambassador to Canada 

is His Excellency Pavel Hrnčíř. 

 Her Excellency Barbara C. Richardson is the 

Canadian Ambassador to the Czech Republic. 

 Mr. Jaroslav (Jerry) Jelínek is the Czech 

Republic’s Honorary Consul in Calgary.  

 


