
 

PROGRAM GUIDE 
Affordable Housing Energy 
Savings Program 
Alberta Seniors and Housing 
  



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

Program Objectives ........................................................................................................................ 1 

Eligibility .......................................................................................................................................... 1 

Alignment with Government of Alberta Key Initiatives .............................................................. 2 

Timeline ........................................................................................................................................... 2 

Evaluation ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

Roles ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

 
 



Program guide to Affordable Housing Energy Savings Program | alberta.ca | June 2018 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The Government of Alberta (GoA) has allocated $25 million for Affordable Housing Energy Savings 
Program (AHESP) to make Alberta’s provincially and municipally owned affordable housing stock 
more environmentally and financially sustainable. The program includes access to $9 million in 
federal funding from the Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund (LCELF). 

Alberta’s affordable housing system contains over 36,000 affordable housing units in Alberta, 
supporting over 75,000 Albertans with low income, including seniors. The day-to day operation of 
the government owned affordable housing program is managed by over 100 housing operators; 
the majority of which are housing management bodies (HMBs).   

 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
The primary objective of the program is to improve energy efficiency and reduce energy 
consumption for an eligible portion of the affordable housing stock.  The program creates several 
opportunities, as follows:  

 Reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions by 16,400 tonnes/year. 

 Reduced energy consumption by 225,000 GJ/year. 

 Increased environmental and financial sustainability. 

 Lower utility costs for affordable housing providers and tenants. 

 Support implementation of GoA’s Climate Leadership Plan (CLP). 

 

ELIGIBILITY 
Housing providers, operating provincially or municipally owned housing assets are eligible to apply.  
The applicant may apply for energy audits and/or retrofits aimed to improve energy efficiency of 
the assets. 
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ALIGNMENT WITH GOVERNMENT 
OF ALBERTA KEY INITIATIVES  

Climate Leadership Plan (CLP) 

The CLP’s goal is to reduce carbon emissions through retrofits, diversified economy, and job 
creation.  The AHESP will directly reduce GHG emissions by improving the energy efficiency of 
facilities through decreased energy consumption and increased energy conservation. 

Provincial Affordable Housing Strategy 

Released on June 26, 2017, the Provincial Affordable Housing Strategy works for both tenants and 
housing providers to meet our vision for Albertans to have access to appropriate housing and 
related supports.  One of the five strategic directions of the Strategy is to build a sustainable system, 
which includes enhancing environmental sustainability of affordable housing through energy-
efficient building standards in construction projects to reduce environmental impacts and by 
improving energy efficiency of affordable housing units. 

National Housing Strategy (NHS) 

The federal government released the National Housing Strategy (NHS) on Nov 22, 2017.  The goal 
of the NHS is to ensure that Canadians across the country can access housing that meets their 
needs and that they can afford. AHESP program aligns with the NHS objectives. 

 

TIMELINE 

ACTIVITIES 2018/2019 2019/2020 

APPLICATION 
SUBMISSION 

 Jun – Jul 2018  Apr 2019 

ENERGY AUDIT 
PROJECTS 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 Aug – Dec 2018  Jun 2010 – project 
completion 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
RETROFIT PROJECTS 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 Aug – Dec 2018  Jun 2019 – project 
completion  
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EVALUATION 
Applications will be assessed to ensure all the required documentation and information is provided 
before they can be further considered for funding. Applications that are incomplete, or not meeting 
the outlined eligibility criteria, will not be considered.   

Evaluation of Funding Applications 

Funding Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:  

 Highest GHG reductions. 

 Highest reduced energy consumption. 

 Energy consumption savings - Dollar per GJ reduction. 

 Age of facility. 

 Number of units impacted. 

 Affordability (projects must include a cost estimate). 

 

ROLES 
Housing providers will be responsible for: 

 Preparing and submitting applications to access funding to complete energy efficiency audits 
and/or retrofit projects resulting in energy savings. 

 Support with executing projects. 

 Scheduling and onsite management for audits and/or energy retrofit projects. 

 Providing information to residents regarding the impacts resulting from retrofit projects, 
including making any necessary resident accommodations to manage resident disruptions 
while projects are ongoing. 

 Reporting to Alberta Seniors and Housing on a quarterly basis on activities undertaken as part 
of this program. 

Alberta Seniors and Housing will be responsible for: 

 Overall AHESP design and coordination. 

 Establishing a process to accept applications from HMBs under the AHESP. 

 Reviewing the applications and awarding the appropriate funds. 
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 Executing projects. 

 Managing procurement for energy audits and /or retrofit projects. 

 Managing contracts for procured services. 

 Ongoing program evaluation and monitoring. 

 Project closure. 

 Reporting. 

 


