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Occupational Disease Fatalities Accepted
by the Workers’ Compensation Board

Year to date, numbers as of December 31, 2013

Occupational disease fatalities are usually gradual in onset and result from exposure to work-related
conditions that cause disease resulting in the workers’ death. The fatalities listed represent disease
claims that have been accepted by the Workers’ Compensation Board as recorded by the month

accepted.

Occupational disease fatalities consist mostly of recognized occupational disease, meaning disease
known to be primarily or exclusively work-related e.g. asbestosis, black lung disease. Occupational
diseases are frequently diagnosed many years after the initial or crucial exposure to the toxic substance,
and it can often be very difficult to determine when the fatal exposure occurred. The occupational
disease category should not be interpreted to reflect present work site hazardous conditions or
exposures. Occupational disease also includes heart attacks suffered on the job. The most frequent
occupational disease fatalities accepted by the Workers’ Compensation Board in recent years concern

exposure to asbestos fibres.

Industry Descriptions
Industry Sector

Agriculture and Forestry

Business, Personal and
Professional Services

Construction and
Construction Trades

Manufacturing and
Processing

Mining and Petroleum
Development

Public Administration,
Education and Health
Services

Transportation,
Communication and Utilities

Wholesale And Retail Trade
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Description

Includes greenhouses and market gardens, feed lots, timber management,
logging and related woodlands operations including the trucking of logs.

Includes building and grounds maintenance, financial services,
restaurants, hotels and recreation facilities, security services, and
professional services such as engineering.

Includes the construction of houses, apartments, industrial plants, roads,
bridges and pipelines, and specialized construction trades (e.g. plumbing,
painting, roofing, and bricklaying).

Involves manufacturing beyond the raw product: includes saw mills, pulp
mills, food and beverages, metal fabrication, petrochemicals, and oil
refineries.

Includes underground and open pit mining, oil sands mining and
processing, operation of oil and gas wells, drilling and servicing of wells,
and related services in the oil fields.

Includes the provincial government, all forms of local government,
universities, colleges, business schools, libraries, hospitals and long term
care facilities.

Includes public transportation (air, rail, bus), trucking, radio, television, live
theatre, electricity, natural gas and garbage collection.

Includes food and beverage stores, department stores, home improvement
centers, and sale and service of automobiles and equipment.




Industry Sector 2013 2012
Number of Fatalities | Number of Fatalities
(Year-to-date) (Year-to-date)

Agriculture and Forestry 0 0
Business, Personal and Professional Services 0 0
Construction and Construction Trades 40 22
Federal Government 0 0
Manufacturing and Processing 24 7
Mining and Petroleum Development 7 7
Public Administration, Education and Health Services 23 17
Transportation, Communication and Utilities 4 4
Wholesale and Retail Trade 1 1
TOTAL 99 58
Delayed Fatalities”

Date of Description
Acceptance
Construction and Construction Trades

January 2013 A 78-year-old former tile setter dredn asbestosis as a result of over 15
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

February 2013 | A 91-year-old former insulator diexi asbestos-related pleural disease as a
result of 15 years of exposure to asbestos in tr&place.

February 2013 | A 63-year-old former oilfield workaerd insulator died from mesothelioma|as
a result of previous exposure to asbestos in thé&place.

February 2013 | An 85-year-old former plumber/pigefidied from asbestosis as a result of
previous exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

March 2013 An 81-year-old former insulator diednfrasbestosis as a result of
approximately 15 years of exposure to asbestdseinvbrkplace.

April 2013 A 65-year-old former plumber died fronesothelioma as a result 30 years|of
exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

April 2013 A 64-year-old former plumber/pipefittdied from mesothelioma as a result
of over 15 years of exposure to asbestos in th&plaxe.

April 2013 A 66-year-old former mechanical techaitidied from mesothelioma as a
result of 40 years of exposure to asbestos in tr&place.

April 2013 A 78-year-old former labourer died frasbestosis as a result of over 10
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

! Delayed or latent occupational disease fatalitiekide workers who that did not become a fatalityil a much
later date, often years later. From 2007, thesdénts are to be categorized under the originatierd. Delayed
fatalities have not been included in the year-tedatal as they do not reflect present hazardsposures.
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April 2013 A 76-year old former pipefitter died frolung cancer as a result of over 15
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

May 2013 A 44-year-old former coatings inspect@uddirom scleroderma as a result gf
20 years of exposure to silica and toxic chemicathe workplace.

May 2013 A 71-year-old former elevator mechaniaddiem mesothelioma as a result
of approximately 16 years of exposure to asbesttisa workplace.

May 2013 An 80-year-old former carpenter died fno@sothelioma as a result of
approximately 30 years of exposure to asbestdseinvbrkplace.

May 2013 A 74-year-old former insulating labouregdifrom mesothelioma as a result
of exposure to asbestos in the workplace in th€©495

May 2013 A 75-year-old former electrician died frasbestos pleural disease as a result
of 46 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplac

June 2013 A 64-year-old former sandblaster dieohfsdicosis as a result of
approximately two years of exposure to silica ia Workplace.

June 2013 An 86-year-old former electrician diedrfrasbestosis as a result of several
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

June 2013 A 65-year-old former industrial radiodp@pdied from mesothelioma as a
result of approximately 40 years of exposure teasis in the workplace.

August 2013 A 77-year-old former cement mason &hech lung cancer as a result of
30 years of exposure to silica and concrete duistarworkplace.

August 2013 A 77-year-old former plant and steastesy designer died from
mesothelioma as a result of several years of expdewasbestos in the
workplace.

August 2013 A 61-year-old plumber died from mesltinea as a result of approximately

10 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

September 2013

3

A 75-year-old former electriciaddiem mesothelioma as a result of 40
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

September 2013

3

A 72-year-old former bricklayer dndvaller died from mesothelioma as g
result of over 50 years of exposure to asbesttdseinvorkplace.

September 2013

3

1)

An 81-year-old former electricimddrom mesothelioma as a result of ov
30 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

September 2013

3

A 66-year-old former electrician imsdlator died from asbestosis as a result
of over 40 of exposure to asbestos in the workplace

of

October 2013 A 71-year-old former bulldozer opardied from mesothelioma as a result
of approximately 50 years of exposure to asbestws building demolition
and heavy equipment brake lining repair in the \ptake.

October 2013 An 81-year-old former floor layer dfemin silicosis as a result of 40 years
exposure to asbestos tiles in the workplace.

October 2013 A 74-year-old former insulator diezhfrmesothelioma as a result of two
months of exposure to asbestos in the workplad® 5.
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October 2013 A 66-year-old former carpenter diednfimesothelioma as a result of over
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.
October 2013 An 85-year-old former boiler operatie@d from asbestos related pleural

disease as a result of over 30 years of exposwaghiestos in the workplace.

November 2013

A 77-year-old former electrician diexn atherosclerotic coronary artery
disease related to a myocardial infarction whictuoed at work in 1984.

November 2013

A 68-year-old former pipefitter dfeam lung cancer as a result of
approximately 20 years of exposure to fumes, gasdsasbestos in the
workplace.

November 2013

A 73-year-old former electrician diexan lung cancer as a result of more
than 20 years of exposure to asbestos in the wax&pl

November 2013

A 71-year-old former insulator diexhf asbestosis as a result of
approximately 23 years of exposure to asbestdseinvbrkplace.

November 2013

An 80-year-old former chemical plaatker died from mesothelioma as a
result of approximately 20 years of exposure teasis in the workplace.

November 2013

A 91-year-old former plumbing andtimggbusiness owner died from
mesothelioma as a result of exposure to asbestbs workplace for several
decades, commencing in 1939.

December 2013

A 77-year-old former pipefitter diexn mesothelioma as a result of over
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

December 2013

A 49-year-old former constructiorolabr died from mesothelioma as a
result of three years of exposure to asbestosinvtirkplace.

December 2013

A 79-year-old former bricklayer dasda result of complications from a lung

transplant, acquired as a result of approximatélyelrs of exposure to
silica, lime, insulation and other toxins in therigaace.

December 2013

A 75-year-old former pipe layer diech mesothelioma as a result of 14
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

Manufacturing and Processing

v0

January 2013 A 79-year-old retired shingle manufactworker died from asbestosis as
result of over 20 years of exposure to asbesttdseinvorkplace.

January 2013 A 79-year-old retired pipefitter diean mesothelioma as a result of over i
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

February 2013 | An 88-year-old former chemical plamoicess operator died from asbestosi
as a result of over 25 years of exposure to asbasthe workplace.

February 2013 | A 66-year-old former powder coatel metal worker died from
pneumoconiosis as a result of over 10 years of ®xeao asbestos, dust an
chemicals in the workplace.

February 2013 | A 77-year-old former welder died frasbhestosis as a result of approximat

27 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

ely
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February 2013 | A 77-year-old former chemical plgme¢rator died from asbestosis pleural
disease as a result of more than 30 years of egpts@asbestos in the
workplace.

March 2013 An 85-year-old former foundry workerdies a result of
30 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

March 2013 A 60-year-old former pipefitter diedrfranesothelioma as a result of more
than 25 years of exposure to asbestos in the waxc&pl

March 2013 A 75-year-old former welder died fromducancer as a result of over
45 years of exposure to toxic fumes in the workplac

March 2013 A 75-year-old former millwright supemisdied from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease as a result of approximatelyeatsyof exposure to
asbestos and toxic fumes in the workplace.

March 2013 A 58-year-old former plumber/pipefittked from mesothelioma as a result
of approximately 10 years of exposure to asbesttisa workplace.

April 2013 A 57-year-old former salvage worker dfeaim chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease as a result of 15 years of expdswdust and fumes in the
workplace.

April 2013 A 65-year-old former chemical plant werldied from leukemia as a result pf
over 10 years of exposure to benzene and othear ttee@micals in the
workplace.

April 2013 An 80-year-old former chemical plant Wwer died from asbestosis as a result
of 10 years of exposure to asbestos in the workplac

July 2013 A 73-year-old asphalt paving laboureddrem malignant mesothelioma as a
result of exposure to asbestos in the workplat¢har970s.

August 2013 An 84-year-old former welder died froralignant mesothelioma as a result
of approximately 20 years of exposure to asbesttisa workplace.

August 2013 An 80-year-old former industrial plaperator died from mesothelioma as a
result of over 35 years of exposure to asbesttseinvorkplace.

August 2013 A 66-year-old former instrumentatiocht@cian died from mesothelioma as a
result of exposure to asbestos while working imesfes in the 1960s.

August 2013 A 66-year-old former steam engineed fliem mesothelioma as a result of
exposure to asbestos covered pipes and vessekswdrking in an industrial
plant from 1976 to 1977.

August 2013 A 79-year-old former underground mirsagerintendent died from
mesothelioma as a result of exposure to asbestbe workplace.

September 2013 An 86-year-old former processingt@kectrician died from atherosclerotig
coronary artery disease and pulmonary asbestosisemilt of 30 years of
exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

October 2013 A 74-year-old former carpenter dietnfasbestos related pleural disease as a

result of approximately 15 years of exposure te@asis in the workplace.

November 2013

A 75-year-old former boilermaker kelgied from mesothelioma as a resu
of approximately five years of exposure to asbestdlse workplace.

It

December 2013

A 58-year-old former aircraft paiwlied from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) as a result of yearspds®xe to isocyanates in
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the workplace.

Mining and Petroleum Development

January 2013

A 56-year-old former oilfield equipmeperator died from lung cancer as
result of approximately ten years of exposureliossicoke dust, benzene,
and other contaminants in the workplace.

January 2013

A 92-year-old former coal miner dredrf silicosis as a result of many year

of exposure to silica and coal dust in the workplac

February 2013

A 74-year-old former coal miner dredn interstitial lung disease as a resy
of approximately 40 years of exposure to stonecaadi dust in the
workplace.

March 2013

An 84-year-old former coal miner dieahfrmesothelioma as a result of ov
ten years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace.

May 2013

A 64-year-old former welder and oilfieldrker died from mesothelioma as
result of 29 years of exposure to asbestos in tr&place.

August 2013

A 64-year-old former safety managerkivmay in underground coal mining
died from lung cancer as a result of approximat@years of exposure to
coal dust in the workplace.

August 2013

A 56-year-old oilfield worker died framesothelioma as a result of
approximately 20 years of exposure to asbestdseinvbrkplace.

It

Public Administration, Education and Health Services

January 2013

A 71-year-old former firefighter, wkias employed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 31 years, died from
prostate cancer. A fatality claim was accepted [§BMN the basis of s. 24.
of the Workers’ Compensation Act, which presumes the cancer was
caused by employment.

January 2013

An 83-year-old former firefighter, wias employed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 31 years, died from
lung cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by WGBtlze basis of s. 24.1 off
the Workers’ Compensation Act, which presumes tii@tcancer was cause
by employment.

)

January 2013

A 78-year-old former medical prositetithotist died from mesothelioma &
a result of over 15 years of exposure to asbesttieiworkplace.

S

February 2013

An 82-year-old former firefighter,awlvas employed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 30 years, died from
colon cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by W@Bthe basis of s. 24.1 ¢
the Workers’ Compensation Act, which presumes tii@tcancer was cause
by employment.

)

April 2013

A 77-year-old former psychiatric wardree died from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease as a result of over eight yefaggmosure to cigarette

smoke in the workplace.
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April 2013

An 86-year-old former plant maintenartaleourer died from mesothelioma
a result of over 20 years of exposure to asbesttiseiworkplace.

as

April 2013

A 64-year-old former firefighter, who w@mployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 20 years, died from
colon cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by W&Bthe basis of s. 24.1
of the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumasttie cancer was
caused by employment.

April 2013

A 76-year-old former maintenance supsovidied from asbestosis as a res
of over 20 years of exposure to asbestos in th&plaxe.

ult

May 2013

A 66-year-old former firefighter, who wasployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 29 years, died from
colon cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by W&Bthe basis of s. 24.1
of the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumasttiie cancer was
caused by employment.

May 2013

A 62-year-old former firefighter, who wasployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 33 years, died from
colon cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by W&Bthe basis of s. 24.1
of the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumasttie cancer was
caused by employment.

May 2013

A 61-year-old former government systenayat died from mesothelioma as

a result of exposure to asbestos in the workplacegl building renovations
from 1983 to 1986.

May 2013

A 55-year-old former arson detective disdh result of approximately ten
years of exposure to asbestos in the workplace

June 2013

A 70-year-old former engineering techgistalied from mesothelioma as a
result of approximately 37 years of exposure teasis in the workplace.

June 2013

A 54-year-old former firefighter, who veamsployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 18 years, died from
prostate cancer. A fatality claim was accepted\§B on the basis of s. 24|
of the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumastte cancer was
caused by employment.

July 2013

A 69-year-old former firefighter, who wasployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scen8Xo/ears, died from lung
cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by WCB onlibsis of s. 24.1 of the
Workers’ Compensation Act, which presumes thattreer was caused by
employment.

July 2013

A 76-year-old former firefighter, who wasployed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scen80gyears, died from lung
cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by WCB onlihsis of s. 24.1 of the
Workers’ Compensation Act, which presumes thattrecer was caused by
employment.

August 2013

An 80-year-old former firefighter, wivas employed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 30 years, died from
renal cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by WitBhe basis of s. 24.1 ¢
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the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumesttieatancer was caused
by employment.
August 2013 A 74-year-old former firefighter, wha@asvemployed as a firefighter and

regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 34 years, died from
esophageal cancer. A fatality claim was accepyed/8B on the basis of
s. 24.1 of the Workers' Compensation Act, whiclspmes that the cancer
was caused by employment.

September 2013

A 75-year-old former firefighter owtias employed as a firefighter and
regularly exposed to the hazards of a fire scenevier 30 years, died from
colon cancer. A fatality claim was accepted by W&Bthe basis of s. 24.1
of the Workers' Compensation Act, which presumasttie cancer was
caused by employment.

September 2013

A 77-year-old former meteorologeavices inspector/upper air techniciarn
died from mesothelioma as a result of over 30 yehexposure to asbestos
specialized equipment in the workplace.

October 2013

A 65-year-old former carpenter diednfichronic obstructive pulmonary
disease as a result of approximately 15 yearsmdsxe to asbestos and
wood dust in the workplace.

November 2013

An 83-year-old former firefighter,awvas regularly exposed to the hazard
of a fire scene for over 30 years, died from cheabstructive pulmonary
disease. A fatality claim was accepted by WCBlanlasis of s. 24.1 of the
Workers' Compensation Act, which presumes thattmelition was caused
by employment.

November 2013

A 46-year-old former maintenance wodied from mesothelioma as a res
of three years of exposure to asbestos in the ex&p

Transportation and Utilities

January 2013 A 90-year-old retired maintenance efmdied of asbestos-related lung
disease as a result of over 30 years of exposwasitestos in the workplace.

February 2013 | An 83-year-old former power plantkeordied from mesothelioma as a
result of over 35 years of exposure to asbesttseinvorkplace.

August 2013 A 79-year-old former truck driver dfedm mesothelioma as a result of

handling asbestos products in the workplace irfL869s.

November 2013

A 78-year-old former power linemagddrom throat cancer and asbestosi
as a result of 35 years of exposure to asbestibe iworkplace.

Wholesale and Retail Trade

June 2013

A 64-year-old former autobody repairmad tom multiple neurological
and respiratory complications as a result of appnately 40 years of

I
in

ult

exposure to benzene and other toxic chemicalseinvtirkplace.
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