
JOINT FIRE/BUILDING 
CODE VARIANCE  
 
April 2016 AFC 5.6.1.3. 

14-BCV-001 
Page 1 of 2 

 
CONSTRUCTION SITE FIRE SAFETY PLANS 

INTRODUCTION 
This STANDATA has been developed to allow building safety codes officers to accept fire safety 
plans for construction and demolition sites as required under Section 5.6. of the Alberta Fire 
Code 2014 where fire safety codes officers are not readily available. 

DISCUSSION 
Requirements for fire safety plans at construction and demolition sites are regulated under the 
Alberta Building Code 2014 (ABC) and the Alberta Fire Code 2014 (AFC). Under ABC 8.1.1.1., 
which applies to all buildings regulated by the ABC, fire safety at construction and demolition 
sites shall conform to Section 5.6. of Division B of the AFC. Article 5.6.1.3. of the AFC, which 
sets out criteria for fire safety plans, requires that a fire safety plan shall be prepared for the site 
and accepted in writing by the fire department and the authority having jurisdiction prior to 
commencement of construction and demolition. The AFC defines the authority having 
jurisdiction as a fire safety codes officer. 

ISSUE 
Article 5.6.1.3. is an Alberta specific code requirement and creates an unintended restriction for 
the acceptance of fire safety plans. The wording of 5.6.1.3. does not specifically provide for the 
option of a building safety codes officer accepting fire safety plans. In some areas of the 
province, a fire safety codes officer and fire department staff are not readily available or 
accessible or may not be prepared for this undertaking. Both the Chief Building Administrator 
and the Chief Fire Administrator support and encourage the practice for building and fire safety 
codes officers and the fire department to accept construction site fire safety plans as part of a 
joint risk management process. 

While the intent of the 2014 changes to Article 5.6.1.3. was to provide a clear method for 
information dissemination and enforcement, this code requirement will be reassessed as part of 
Alberta’s national/provincial code harmonization project for the next Alberta building and fire 
code editions. In the duration, a variance is necessary to provide authority for building safety 
codes officers to accept fire safety plans, where fire safety codes officers and fire departments 
are not readily available, as a matter of public safety. 

All Code references in this STANDATA are to Division B of the Alberta Fire and Building Codes 2014. 

 

Issue of this Joint STANDATA is authorized by 
the Chief Fire and Building Administrator 
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CODE REQUIREMENTS 

Alberta Fire Code 2014 

 
Alberta Building Code 2014 

 
 
VARIANCE 
A building safety codes officer exercising powers pursuant to their designation of powers and 
terms of employment in accordance with the Safety Codes Act, may accept fire safety plans as 
authorized under Article 8.1.1.1. of the ABC and in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
Section 5.6 of Division B of the AFC throughout the Province of Alberta.  This variance applies 
to building safety codes officers employed by an accredited municipality, accredited regional 
services commission, accredited agency, accredited corporation, the Alberta Safety Codes 
Authority and section 33(1) safety codes officers appointed by the Minister for the administration 
of the Safety Codes Act anywhere in Alberta.  

This variance also recognizes the existing authority for building and fire safety codes officers to 
inspect requirements common to both the ABC and AFC including construction site fire safety 
plan compliance throughout the construction process.  

8.1.1.1. Scope 
 1) The scope of this Part shall be as described in Subsection 1.3.3. of Division A. 
 2) This Part applies to fire safety and the protection of the public during the 
construction, alteration or demolition of every building, including any incompleted or 
abandoned building. 
 3) Fire safety at construction and demolition sites shall conform to Section 5.6. of 
Division B of the Alberta Fire Code 2014. 

5.6.1.3. Fire Safety Plan 
 1) Except as required in Sentence (2), prior to the commencement of construction, 
alteration or demolition operations, a fire safety plan, accepted in writing by the fire 
department and the authority having jurisdiction, shall be prepared for the site and shall 
include 
 a) the designation and organization of site personnel to carry out fire safety duties, 

including a fire watch service if applicable, 
 b) the emergency procedures to be followed in the event of a fire, including 
  i) initiating a fire warning, 
  ii) notifying the fire department, 
  iii) instructing site personnel on the procedures to be followed once the warning 

has been initiated, and 
  iv) confining, controlling and extinguishing the fire, 
 c) measures for controlling fire hazards in and around the building (see Appendix A), 

and 
 d) a maintenance procedure for firefighting measures required in Section 5.6. 
 2) Prior to the commencement of construction, alteration or demolition operations 
that occur in an existing building required to have a fire safety plan conforming to Section 
2.8., the revised fire safety plan shall take into account the changes occurring to the building 
and shall be accepted in writing by the fire department and the authority 
having jurisdiction. 
 3) Where construction, alteration or demolition involves hot work, a fire safety plan, 
accepted in writing by the fire department and the authority having jurisdiction, shall be 
prepared for the site. 
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