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Introduction 
 
On August 29, 2011, the Alberta Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Mayor Melissa Blake of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo (RMWB) to 
take steps to establish an Urban Development Sub Region (UDSR).  
 
The UDSR will be a provincially-designated area of Crown land surrounding the Fort 
McMurray Urban Service Area where future urban development will be the primary intended 
land use.  The UDSR will facilitate land use planning, timely release of land for urban 
development and efficient infrastructure planning and construction to accommodate 
population growth and urban expansion. 
 
The Oil Sands Sustainable Development Secretariat (OSS), Alberta Energy, is working 
across government1 to lead the preparation and implementation of the UDSR.  Consultation 
will occur with First Nations, energy companies and associations, forestry and other regional 
stakeholders to identify potential impacts and concerns. 
 
UDSR Objectives 
 
The driving force behind the creation of the UDSR is the rapid growth of Fort McMurray.  
Regional economic growth generates a heightened need for residential, commercial, 
industrial and institutional land.  This demand, as well as the RMWB’s growth management 
strategy, is outlined in its October 2011 Municipal Development Plan.  
 
Sound long-range urban planning requires that land be designated to accommodate 
expected development well in advance of actual development.  It also requires that steps be 
taken to ensure that, when needed, the designated land is positioned to accommodate the 
anticipated development.  
 
The establishment of the UDSR is intended to achieve the following objectives: 
• Facilitate continued growth of Fort McMurray;  
• Allow the community to keep pace with the demand for residential, commercial, industrial 

and institutional land over an estimated 20 or more years;  
• Facilitate the timely transition of designated areas from Crown land to appropriate 

ownership; 
• Provide the Government of Alberta, the RMWB and regional stakeholders with increased 

certainty and efficiency with respect to long range community planning and investment in 
provincial and municipal infrastructure; and 

                                                 
1 The Government of Alberta cross-ministry team includes the following ministries:  Aboriginal Relations; Energy; 
Environment and Sustainable Resource Development; Justice and Solicitor General; Infrastructure; Municipal Affairs; 
Transportation; Treasury Board and Finance. 
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• Allow urban development within the UDSR to take place in a phased manner over the 
planning period. 

 
UDSR Context and Strategic Alignment 
 
The establishment of the UDSR is consistent with the provisions of the draft Lower 
Athabasca Regional Plan (LARP) as well as the following Government of Alberta initiatives 
and publications: 
• The Auditor General’s report on Fort McMurray land release:  Report of the Auditor 

General on Alberta Social Housing Corporation - Land Sales Systems (2005); 
• The final report of the Oil Sands Ministerial Strategy Committee:  Investing in Our Future:  

Responding to the Rapid Growth of Oil Sands Development (2006); 
• The Government of Alberta’s Oil Sands Strategy: Responsible Actions:  A Plan for 

Alberta’s Oil Sands (2009); and 
• The Comprehensive Regional Infrastructure Sustainability Plan for the Athabasca Oil 

Sands Area (2011). 
 
Draft UDSR Area 
 
A draft UDSR area has been identified which will be used as the basis for stakeholder 
engagement.  The draft area was developed following discussions with provincial government 
departments and with the RMWB. 
 
The following maps are attached:  

• Map #1: Draft UDSR Area; 
• Map #2: Possible future land uses, as contemplated by the RMWB’s Municipal 

Development Plan2; and 
 
Draft UDSR Area Exclusions 
 
The draft UDSR area does not include any land within the current Fort McMurray Urban 
Service Area.  The draft area does not include any privately-owned land within the delineated 
area, even though the privately-owned land has not been specifically identified.  The draft 
UDSR area includes Crown land only. 
 
The draft area does not include the two Public Land Areas for recreation and tourism along 
the Athabasca and Clearwater rivers or the Conservation Area along the Clearwater River 
identified in the Lower Athabasca Regional Plan (LARP).  Note that these exclusions should 
be read in light of LARP page 33.  
 
Questions or comments may be directed to the Project Co-Leads: 
Wayne Jackson, Oil Sands Sustainable Development Secretariat, Alberta Energy 780-643-1644 
Janice Lee, Oil Sands Sustainable Development Secretariat, Alberta Energy 780-643-0891 

                                                 
2 The RMWB Municipal Development Plan (October 2011) can be found at http://www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca/page1423.aspx  
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