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United Arab Emirates – 
Alberta Relations 

PROFILE 

Capital: Abu Dhabi. 

Population: 9.4 million (2017). 

Language:  Arabic (official), Persian, English, 

Hindi and Urdu. 

Government: Federation of seven emirates: Abu 

Dhabi, 'Ajman, Al Fujayrah, Sharjah, Dubai, Ra's 

al Khaymah, and Quwain. 

Head of State: President Khalifa bin Zayed Al-

Nahayan (also ruler of Abu Dhabi since 

November 2004). 

Head of Government: Prime Minister and Vice 

President Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum 

(also ruler of Dubai since January 2006). 

Currency: CAD $1 = 2.89 Dirhams AED (2017). 

GDP: USD $348.7 billion (2016). 

GDP Purchasing Power Parity (PPP): USD 

$647.3billion (2016 est). 

GDP Per Capita: USD $67,700 (2016 est). 

GDP Growth Rate: 2.7 per cent (2017 est). 

Inflation: 1.76 per cent (July 2016). 

Key Industry Sectors: Petroleum and 

petrochemicals, fishing, aluminum, cement, 

fertilizers, commercial ship repair, construction 

materials, some boat building, handicrafts, and 

textiles. 

 

Sources:  
Bank of Canada, Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

OVERVIEW 

 Political power is concentrated in Abu 

Dhabi, which controls the vast majority of 

the Unite Arab Emirates (UAE's) economic 

and resource wealth. 

 Despite an economy that is more diversified 

than other oil exporters in the region, the 

UAE is taking steps to reduce its 

dependence on oil and gas revenues. 

 Situated along the southern approaches of 

the Strait of Hormuz, a vital transit point for 

world crude oil, the UAE is considered to be 

strategically located. 

 Canadians have made many contributions 

to the UAE since the country’s formation, 

including significant contributions to the 

UAE educational system and the design and 

construction of landmarks. 

 The Government of Alberta has sent several 

trade missions to the UAE in recent years. 

 Alberta participates in the annual Abu Dhabi 

International Petroleum Exhibition and 

Conference (ADIPEC), the largest oil and 

gas expo within the region. 

 In October 2015, Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Ali 

Al Nuaimi presented at the University of 

Alberta on the topic of global leadership in 

energy sustainability.  

TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 A leading member of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council, the UAE is experiencing dramatic 

economic growth and is Canada’s primary 

export market in the region. More than 40 

per cent of goods exported to the UAE are 

re-exported, as the country is a major 

regional distribution center. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, Alberta’s annual 

exports to the UAE averaged CAD $245.3 

million and consisted of forage products, 

heavy machinery, instruments, electrical 

machinery, oats, wheat and meslin. 

 Between 2012 and 2016, Alberta’s annual 

direct imports from the UAE averaged CAD 

$18.09 million and consisted primarily of 

non-crude oil. 

 In Canada, the UAE Sovereign Wealth 

Funds and Sovereign Operating Agencies 

investments (currently estimated to be in 

excess of CAD $18.5 billion) have been in 

oil/gas, chemicals, power generation and 

aerospace. 

ENERGY 

 The UAE has the seventh largest proven 

reserves of oil in the world at 97.8 billion 

barrels (bbls), producing 3.9 million barrels 

per day (bbls/d) of oil in 2015. 

 The UAE holds the seventh largest proven 

natural gas reserves in the world with 214 

trillion cubic feet (Tcf), producing 5 bcf/d. 

 With this endowment, UAE was the first 

country in the Middle East to export liquefied 

natural gas (LNG), and exports more than 

250 billion cubic feet (Bcf) of LNG annually, 

almost exclusively to Asia.  However, the 

UAE became a net importer of natural gas 
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in 2008 due to increasing domestic demand, 

particularly for electricity and enhanced oil 

recovery (EOR). In 2012, the UAE imported 

1.0 bcf/d from other countries. 

 The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

(ADNOC), operating 15 subsidiaries 

throughout the oil, gas, and petrochemical 

sector, leads the day-to-day operations and 

implementation of the Supreme Petroleum 

Council (SPC) directives and is the key 

shareholder in nearly all upstream activity in 

Abu Dhabi. 

 In 2016, Economic Development and Trade, 

in conjunction with Global Affairs Canada, 

Export Development Canada, Business 

Development Bank of Canada and the 

Ontario Government, designed and 

executed an ADIPEC mission to Saudi 

Arabia and Kuwait.  Eleven Alberta 

companies participated in pre-arranged 

business-to- business meetings and 

exhibited at ADIPEC. 

 As a result of participating in the ADIPEC 

mission, an Alberta company signed an 

agreement to distribute intellectual property 

in Saudi Arabia that turns hazardous waste 

into fuel, as well as signed an agent 

agreement gaining market access to Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar and Oman, where the locally 

based agent will distribute equipment. They 

are currently in the process of evaluating an 

agent for Kuwait.  

EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

 In 2016, the Northern Alberta Institute of 

Technology (NAIT) Culinary Team won 12 

medals after competing in Emirates Salon 

Culinaire in Dubai. 

 NAIT recently completed a contract with the 

Abu Dhabi Gas Company (GASCO) to 

provide technical training at a refinery 

outside of Abu Dhabi.  

 

 The University of Alberta has identified 91 

joint publications involving United Arab 

Emirates post-secondary institutions.  

 The Canadian International School in Abu 

Dhabi is an Alberta accredited school. It 

delivers Alberta’s K-12 curriculum 

(programs of study, assessments, and 

learning and teaching resources) through 

Alberta certified teachers, and provides its 

students with the opportunity to graduate 

with an Alberta high school credential. 

COMMUNITY 

 Between 2012 and 2016, 20 citizens of the 

United Arab Emirates became permanent 

Residences of Canada, with Alberta as their 

intended destination. Approximately 85 per 

cent were economic immigrants, including 

principle applicants, spouses, and 

dependents. 

AGRICULTURE 

  In 2015, Alberta agri-food exports totaled 

$133 million dollars. Top products included 

canola seed ($82 million), wheat ($32 

million) and other cereals ($14 million). 

 Seeking greater collaboration, Alberta 

signed a MOU with the Abu Dhabi Food 

Control Authority in February 2011. 

 Alberta is working with the UAE to explore 

increased trade opportunities for halal beef, 

packaged food products and forage.  

 UAE is a major re-export hub for Canadian 

pulses due to the proximity to markets in 

Africa and Asia.  

EMERGING OPPORTUNITIES 

 The UAE is an important market for firms 

looking to expand their Middle East 

revenue, and remains an important hub for 

accessing larger regional markets, given its 

favourable business climate and strong 

logistics. 

 Opportunities exist for Alberta firms due to 

the expansion of a number of plants and 

onshore gas development. 

 Opportunities exist for suppliers of materials 

and machinery, including cement, concrete, 

steel, and high-level communications 

infrastructure.  

 Innovative oil and gas equipment and 

service providers will be required as the 

modernization and expansion of the oil and 

gas industry continues.  

RECENT VISITS 

 February 2017: Alberta Agriculture and 

Forestry Minister, Oneil Carlier, led a trade 

mission to the UAE attending the Gulf Food 

in Dubai.  

 September 2015:  UAE Energy Minister, His 

Excellency Suhail Mohamed Faraj Al 

Mazrouei, visited Edmonton and Calgary 

and met with the Alberta Ministers of Energy 

and Treasury Board and Finance. 

 July 2014: UAE Foreign Minister, His 

Highness Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayad Al 

Nahyan, led a senior delegation of leaders 

for an official visit to Calgary. 

 April 2013: His Excellency Mohammed Saif 

Helal Al Shehhi, Ambassador of the UAE, 

visited Alberta as a member of the Council 

of Arab League Ambassadors.  

 November 2012: The Alberta Minister of 

International and Intergovernmental 

Relations met with Ministers and other 

senior level executives in Abu Dhabi and 

Dubai. 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 

 The UAE’s Ambassador to Canada is His 

Excellency Mohammed Saif Helal Al 

Shehhi. 

 Canada’s Ambassador to the UAE is Masud 

Husain. 
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