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Introduction 
 
On June 19, 2013, the Government of Alberta launched Together We Raise Tomorrow, a public engagement 
on how to better support the well-being, safety, security, education, and health of all children in Alberta. The 
engagement formed part of the province’s year-long focus on working with communities to improve the 
quality of life for children and families, including the passage of the Children First Act in May 2013. This 
focused work on issues affecting children aligns directly with the goals Albertans identified under Alberta’s 
Social Policy Framework: reducing inequality, protecting vulnerable people, enabling collaboration and 
partnerships, and creating a person-centred system of high quality services. 
 
Public engagement under Together We Raise Tomorrow took place from June 19 to October 31, 2013. During 
this time, Albertans were asked to share their ideas on: 
 

 Eliminating child poverty and reducing overall poverty; 

 Improving early childhood development; and 

 Developing  an Alberta children’s charter  
 

This summary document identifies common themes and provides a high-level overview of the feedback 
received through Together We Raise Tomorrow. This document is available online at socialpolicy.alberta.ca 
on each of the three related engagement sites.  
 
Early Childhood Development 
 
Early childhood development (ECD) is one of government’s focused agenda items with a mandate to improve 
measures of child and infant health and development by the age of five.  
 
Education, Health and Human Services are leading the ECD Priority Initiative to transform a system that can 
be fragmented and difficult for families with young children to understand, into an easily accessible and 
connected system of early childhood supports and services that are available to families at the times they 
need them most.  
 
Together We Raise Tomorrow: An Alberta Approach to Early Childhood Development was developed as the 
road map to integrating early childhood supports and taking action in four areas: improving maternal and 
infant health, enriching early learning and care environments, enhancing parenting supports, and creating 
safe, supportive community environments for children. 
 
Participants in the public engagement were asked to respond to the following questions: 

 Are you aware of some of the early childhood programs and services in your community? If so, are 
those programs working well? 

 What would make it easier for everyone to get the information they need and access the right 
services? 

 What would help you support your young child to best learn, grow and thrive? 

 What things do you think you and your community can do to help develop an easily accessible early 
childhood development system of support? 
 

This summary document provides a high-level overview of feedback received on early childhood 
development during the public engagement, and is also available online at earlychildhood.alberta.ca. 
 

http://povertyreduction.alberta.ca/
http://earlychildhood.alberta.ca/
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Next Steps for Early Childhood Development are outlined below:

 

Methodology 
 
On June 19, 2013, the Government of Alberta launched Together We Raise Tomorrow to seek input on the 
development of the provincial Children’s Charter, Poverty Reduction Strategy, and Approach to Early 
Childhood Development. From June 19 to October 31, 2013, a total of 302 community conversations were 
held, and an estimated 6,423 participants provided feedback through community conversations, surveys, or 
by using the online tools at childcharter.alberta.ca. More detailed participation statistics are provided in the 
appendices. 
 
The Together We Raise Tomorrow consultations built on the principles and success of Speak. Share. Thrive., 
the engagement process used to create Alberta’s Social Policy Framework. These principles – collaboration, 
community ownership, integration, evidence-based, practical, shared responsibility, and transparency – 
guided the selection of tools and engagement practices for Together We Raise Tomorrow.  
 
Community Conversation Grants 
 
Discussion kits for community conversations were available to help organizations plan and host their own 
discussions. The kits included consultation questions and feedback report templates. Grants of $750 were 
also available to registered non-profit community groups to offset the costs of hosting community 
discussions under Together We Raise Tomorrow. These grants could be used to cover the costs of child care 
and transportation for participants; facility rental; facilitation cost; hosting costs; and recruitment of 
participants, including staff costs, advertising, and printing. Seventy-one grant applications were received for 
145 community conversations across the province, totaling $108,750 in funding allocation. 
 
Online Engagement Tools 
 
The Together We Raise Tomorrow online platform was an innovative approach to engagement built on the 
success of Speak. Share. Thrive. Using online tools gave people the ability to engage anytime, anywhere there 
was an internet connection, with a wide range of online communication methods including: 

 Document library    

 Survey         

 Key questions 

 Blog posts 

 Wiki 

 Comments 

 Email
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evaluate 
results 
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Data Volume 
 
Engagement on early childhood development was expected to generate a significant amount of both 
quantitative (numbers) and qualitative (text) data. This presented a challenge, particularly when combined 
with the wide range of formats available for people to submit their input. Analysis required tools that could 
handle a large volume of data (especially text) from multiple sources. 
 
Data Sources 
 
Participants provided qualitative input in a variety of forms, from flipchart paper and sticky notes to typed 
submissions and blog postings. Data sources include the following: 

 Blog postings 

 Community conversations 

 Emails 

 Library uploads 

 Online comments and discussions 

 Online survey responses 

 Wiki edits 

 Written submissions 
 

Analysis Approach 
 

Handwritten feedback was typed and all input was compiled into a master data file. Data was analyzed in 
sections, with one section for each of the five priority areas in the Alberta Approach to ECD: improved 
maternal, infant and child health, enhanced parenting supports, enriched early learning and care, safe and 
supportive environments for children, and integrated service delivery. Each section was examined separately 
and analyzed for key issues and proposed strategies.  
 
The following analysis approach was used: 
 

 

Findings 
 
This report represents what was said about early childhood development (ECD) by participants in the public 
engagement phase. Albertans who participated talked about what is and is not working well in the area of 
ECD, and how they feel parents and caregivers can be best supported. These results are reflective of the 
many different views and opinions that were shared.  
 
The participants were a cross-section of people interested in the early years. Groups represented in the 
conversations included: parents and caregivers, service providers and agency representatives, educators and 
school board members, child care staff and owners, municipal government members, and Members of the 
Legislative Assembly. Other groups included ECD Community Coalition members, Family and Community 
Support Services staff, health care professionals, Child and Family Services Authority board and staff 
members, public library and literacy program staff, and business community members.   
 
Participants acknowledged that Albertans are fortunate to be able to build on a good foundation of 
knowledge and existing supports, services and partnerships, and identified a number of programs and 

Collect Data 
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submissions, 
blogs, etc.) 

Upload Data 
into 

Software 
Program 

Code Data 
using 

Response 
Taxonomy 

Expore 
Issues and 
Strategies 
Identified 

during 
Engagement 

Identify Key 
Themes  

Validate Key 
Themes 
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services that are working well. Highlights included programs and services responsive to the needs of children 
and families, committed and supportive staff, and formal and informal partnerships and collaboration at the 
community level. 
 
Some participants provided very specific input on a particular program or service (e.g. lowering fees in one 
particular program), while others called for general action (e.g. improved awareness of available supports).   
 
The findings relating to ECD from the engagement have been categorized to align with five strategic priority 
areas: improved maternal, infant, and child health; enhanced parenting supports; enriched early learning and 
care; safe and supportive community environments for children; and integrated service delivery. 
       

Improved Maternal, Infant, and Child Health 

 
Key Theme:  Public Health pre- and post-natal programs and immunization clinics are important 
opportunities to connect with families and provide integrated ECD supports and services in community 
settings. 

 

Given the frequency of responses related to public health, participants consider this an important entry point 
for ECD supports. 
 
Participants very often noted that public health pre- and post-natal programs are portals through which to 
connect with families early. Public health nurses (PHNs) see families with new babies following discharge 
from the hospital, and connect with the families at well-baby and immunization clinics until the 18-month 
immunizations are complete. These visits are excellent opportunities to provide information and support for 
new parents, developmental screening and coordinated access to follow-up services where needed. 
 
However, participants also frequently noted the gap in services following the 18-month immunization. PHNs 
have limited contact with families from that point until the pre-kindergarten immunizations are due between 
four and six years of age. A compelling amount of development happens during this time frame and there 
needs to be a channel to offer information about development and local supports and services during that 
period. Some participants felt that they did not have access to or receive appropriate information at a time 
when earlier intervention would have been beneficial.   

 
Developmental screening and follow-up services 
Developmental screening and follow-up services were another frequently mentioned theme. Participants 
noted that developmental screening is an important component of an effective ECD system, to inform 
parents about child development and to ensure that developmental difficulties can be identified earlier.  
Participants also suggested that as parents are careful to get check-ups and immunizations, providers 
similarly can suggest and encourage developmental screenings as well. They also noted that screening could 
be integrated into other environments such as day homes, child care, and preschools. 
 

Participants also noted that related to the need for screening is the need to ensure that appropriate follow-
up services are available. Several expressed frustration about lack of clear information about resources 
available, or where to go to get help if a child was identified as having developmental difficulties. Some noted 
that obtaining assessments of young children can be a lengthy and somewhat fragmented process, and that 
wait lists for specialist services may be long in some areas and for some services, such as speech and 
occupational therapy.   
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Several participants noted that children with identified and diagnosed special needs also benefit from 
funding for specialized supports. They noted that an effective system of support needs to engage early 
learning programs, preschools, child care centers and family day homes as channels to provide services when 
special needs have been identified, and as convenient access points for parents.   

 
Mental health services 
Mental health was another of the frequently mentioned areas. Several participants commented on the 
importance of enhanced mental health support for both young children and their families. They noted a need 
to increase availability and accessibility of mental health services for preschool children, as well as post-
partum supports for parents. They identified that there were wait lists for some services, and also noted the 
need for more supports for parents raising young children with behavioural and social-emotional 
development difficulties.   
 

Enhanced Parenting Supports 
 
Key Theme: Provide information through multiple sources for parents to learn about programs and 
services that are available in their communities. 
 
The frequency of responses related to this theme indicates that there is a need for increased public 
awareness and information about available services. 
 
Participants very often expressed that all parents can benefit from parenting information and support at 
some point, and that universal access to services is important. However, it was also noted that additional 
support is needed at times to prevent or alleviate periods of vulnerability such as poverty, addictions, and 
family violence. 
 
Participants very often noted that there are a number of very good programs and services in communities, 
but parents report that they often do not know how to find out about what is available.  
 
There were a high number of responses stressing the importance of using a variety of channels to ensure 
parents have information to support them in accessing services in their communities, including: in-person, 
print, public service announcements, media, web-based access, and through new technology such as mobile 
applications and social media. 
 
Participants very frequently expressed interest in a centralized means of public notification, linking parents 
and caregivers to all relevant early childhood programs, services, and supports at community, municipal, and 
provincial levels, offering more advertising about what is available. This could potentially be web-based or 
accessed through a centralized telephone service or a mobile application. 

 
As well, participants often noted the importance of making resources available at places that families already 
frequent such as child care, schools, hospitals, and public health centers.   

 
Engaging parents 
Many participants also noted that, although internet and social media are tools to provide easily accessible 
ECD information, there is also value in opportunities for parents to receive information on a face-to-face 
basis. One strategy suggested was to designate resource workers or navigators to work directly with parents 
and caregivers to inform them about available supports.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
Many participants also noted the importance of education for parents around child development and 
parenting, and that efforts must be made to create a culture where it is acceptable and even encouraged to 
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attend parenting classes/events/workshops. Some participants noted that parents may be hesitant to seek 
assistance, feeling they may be stigmatized or misunderstood, and that the referral process will be 
complicated.   
 
Participants noted that it is important to deliver parenting supports in a non-judgmental manner, to lessen 
the possible stigma and hesitancy about accessing services, and that promotion and public education can 
help to normalize the need for parenting support and increase the awareness that all parents can benefit 
from information and support.   

 
Accessibility and affordability 
Several issues were raised regarding accessibility and affordability of parenting supports, such as parent 
education and family programs.  
 
Scheduling and timing of programs and services was frequently mentioned as a barrier. Participants noted 
that many working parents do not have easy access to programs as they are closed in the evenings or on 
weekends; there is a need for increased access in the evenings and on weekends. Other barriers that families 
experience include inconvenient or inaccessible locations, lack of convenient transportation services, and a 
limited number of spaces in programs that often have long wait lists.   
 
The cost of accessing programs was mentioned frequently as a challenge and potential barrier. It was noted 
that many programs for children and families are considered to be expensive and the costs can be a 
deterrent in many cases. Income eligibility criteria can also be a barrier; many families’ income is not low 
enough to qualify them for subsidies, but not high enough for them to afford participation. Several 
participants noted that while many services are geared toward children from low-income families, these may 
not be the only families that require access to these services.  
 
Participants offered some suggestions to address this, including: more flexible eligibility requirements, higher 
cut-offs for low-income programs, or removing income-based criteria and making programs free or low-cost 
to all parents.   

 
Family-friendly policies 
Several social policy changes were suggested by participants to support families, including changes to tax 
benefits, extended maternity/parental leave, and incentives to support parents in staying at home during 
their child’s critical developmental years.  
 
Many participants indicated that workplaces need to be more supportive of parents with young children.  
Support from employers was a theme that came up often; participants highlighted that workplaces could 
offer adequate wages and benefits, and allow for schedule flexibility by offering onsite childcare, part-time 
work, telecommuting, or job sharing options.  
 

Enriched Early Learning and Care 
 
Key Theme: Accessible, affordable and quality child care options are needed to support child development 
and help parents provide for their family’s overall health and well-being. 
 
Affordable, accessible, and quality childcare was a very frequently mentioned theme in community 
conversations. Many participants noted that families in Alberta would like to have better access to quality 
child care in order to support both their children’s development as well as their ability to provide for their 
family’s overall health and well-being.  
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Increased access to child care 
The need for more child care spaces was very frequently mentioned in conversations. Many participants 
indicated that there are not enough child care centres to address the demand and mentioned concerns 
around shortage of spaces, wait lists, and wait times. 
 
Many participants noted that flexible child care hours are needed to support parents who work non-
traditional hours or who require only part-time care. Some noted the need for extended hour options for 
families whose work circumstances require them to drop their children off earlier in the morning or pick 
them up later into the evening.   
 
One area of concern frequently mentioned was the challenge that many parents experience in locating part-
time child care that supports a half-day kindergarten schedule. Many participants noted that schools either 
do not offer out-of-school care or, if it is available, don’t have spaces for children attending kindergarten on a 
half-day basis. Therefore, some parents must pay full-time child care fees in order for children to have a 
placement for the hours they are not in kindergarten.  
 
Some participants noted that information on child care can be hard to find, and some suggested that families 
could benefit from easier-to-access resources for finding out more about child care options in their 
communities. Some also suggested that it would also be helpful to have easily accessible information on 
alternatives to child care centres, for example private day homes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
Affordability of early learning and child care programs 
Another very frequently mentioned theme was the need for more child care and preschool options and spots 
at an affordable price.  
 
The cost of child care was an issue raised very frequently by participants. They noted that subsidy provisions 
are very helpful to families; however, some commented that even with subsidy, the cost of licensed child 
care is out of reach of many parents, and they may need to look for alternative options. 
 
Focus on ensuring high-quality programs and well-trained providers. 
Workforce capacity building was another frequently mentioned theme in responses. Many participants 
expressed the importance of a well-qualified early childhood development workforce in child care, schools, 
and public health.    
 
Professional development opportunities such as on-the-job training, accredited post-secondary programs, 
mentorship opportunities, and job placements were suggested to increase staff awareness of supports.  
 
Many participants also suggested increasing the wages and the schedule flexibility of early learning and care 
workers to improve staff recruitment, retention, and the public perception of the child care profession. 
 
Among service providers, there was desire for education on general early childhood development issues, 
networking opportunities such as conferences, sector meetings, leadership events, workshops, and 
investment in leaders and management to foster in-house coaching, mentoring, and advocacy skills. 
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Safe and Supportive Environments for Children 
 
Key Theme: It is important to consider the needs of young children and their families in community 
planning. 

      
Community planning 
Many participants expressed that urban planning in many cases does not support easy access to programs 
and services. New communities are often planned without consideration before residents move in of 
ensuring the space or facilities in which to develop child friendly programs. 
 
In many communities, particularly newer ones, families must go outside of the community to access 
resources or there are few services within walking distance. Public transit is not always convenient for 
families with young children and also may be a financial burden, and driving may not be an option. 
 
Many participants mentioned the concept of a “child friendly community,” and noted the importance of 
community design that includes natural, child/family friendly spaces, for example parks, playgrounds and 
community centres.  
 
Another frequently mentioned theme was the lack of spaces and opportunity in communities for pursuing a 
healthy, physically active lifestyle. Play and recreational activities, accessible to children of all abilities, 
encourage children’s development in all areas.   
 

More effective use of available infrastructure 
Many participants noted that overcrowded schools, libraries, and community hub buildings are unable to 
keep up with local demand due to building size and availability. On the other hand, it was also noted that 
usable facilities sit vacant due to lack of coordination or high rental fees that non-profits and parents cannot 
afford. 
 
Usable, accessible and flexible space is important for programs, for networking, and for education events for 
parents and family activities, including opening up space in schools, churches, community league buildings.                                                                   
 
Schools in particular were mentioned as good central locations for more services, including child care, health 
care, library, and Parent Link Centres. However, there is often a lack of pre-school space in schools; schools 
may be designed and built without taking this age group into consideration.   
 
In addition, there have been challenges with lease agreements with schools including high rental costs, after- 
hours access, or the possibility that programs will need to move because the schools require the space.   
 
Many participants suggested that municipalities and school divisions look at flexible lease arrangements that 
promote the inclusion of ECD programs in school locations, and that communities look for opportunities for 
shared-use agreements to more effectively use existing facilities such as schools, libraries, and community 
centres. 
 
Involvement of the business community 
Frequently mentioned was the importance of corporate social responsibility and the participation of the 
business community in supporting families such as offering free or low-cost advertising for services, or 
funding support for infrastructure and programming. Support from employers was also a theme that came up 
often; participants desired adequate wages and benefits, and workplaces which allow for schedule flexibility 
by offering onsite childcare, part-time work, telecommuting, or job sharing options. 
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Participants noted the importance of corporate social responsibility and the participation of the business 
community in supporting families, through advertising, and funding for public infrastructure and 
programming. 
 
Facilitating community cohesion and connectedness 
Feedback from many participants reflected a desire to be connected and engaged in the community.  
Participants highlighted the community as playing an important role in supporting families during the early 
years.   
 
They also noted that the natural social infrastructure within each community is invaluable and suggested the 
importance of creating opportunities for families to connect informally in community settings and develop 
natural support systems.  
 
While more formal community planning is important, many participants also noted that it is also the 
responsibility of individuals and communities to create welcoming and supportive places that are conducive 
to positive early child development. The idea of early childhood “ambassadors” was mentioned and can be 
described as people that could help parents navigate the ECD opportunities and resources in a community. 
 

Several participants acknowledged the role that community leagues play in providing affordable, community-
based family programs, activities, and accessible facilities. 
 
Culturally responsive programs and services 
Given the ethnic diversity in Alberta, participants felt strongly that young families would benefit from the 
advertisement and provision of ECD programs, services and supports in a variety of languages.  
In addition to ensuring that all parents have the opportunity to be made aware of these events and activities 
so they and their children can participate, communication in prevalent languages could help mitigate the 
sense of isolation many parents feel.    
  
While there are a range of means for distributing information about early childhood services and programs 
that can work, it is also important to pay particular attention to the natural infrastructure within each cultural 
community.  It is preferable to use indigenous and existing mechanisms or infrastructure, for example ethnic 
media, community meeting places, churches and mosques to spread information. Other channels include 
community gatherings and celebrations, whereby information can be shared and direct input from parents 
can be gathered as well. Face-to-face supports work better for many parents than online or social media due 
to financial, cultural, and language barriers. 
 
Some participants noted that there are many groups of parents in cultural communities who do not know 
about or access existing early learning and care programs. Many use and prefer culturally-specific parenting 
groups because of language barriers and cultural differences. 
 
Some participants reported that many culturally relevant early childhood programs are run by community 
volunteers and are more accessible (hours, language) than commercial child care.  Many participants noted 
that they are interested in developing their own culturally sensitive day homes and child care services but 
need help to get started because of possible barriers such as language.  
 
Community consultation is important, as is checking back with the community before designing any programs 
and services. Members of the community should be involved with planning and choosing supports.   
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A culturally responsive workforce is important to ensure engagement; there is a need to develop cultural 
competence program for programs front workers. Another approach is to employ cultural and language 
translators to match newcomers with proper supports. 
 
Services for Aboriginal Families 
Many participants expressed the importance of programs and services specific to Aboriginal culture, 
developed by First Nations communities and based on their cultural values, traditions and beliefs. 
 
Supports with an Aboriginal cultural focus also tend to incorporate the role of elders and extended family.  
Some participants indicated that there is a need for more First Nations professionals in the field of ECD.  

 
Some participants noted that there are good and supportive programs being offered on reserve; ECD 
programs and cultural education and teachings are examples. 
 
However, examples were given of disparities in funding and quality of care and access to programming 
between on and off reserve children. Jurisdictional issues arise regarding band, provincial, and federal 
governance and responsibility; lack of clarity about who is responsible for ECD on reserve can leave families 
without support. 
 

Several participants commented that on and off reserve ECD delivery models should work together. This will 
help when families move into town or back to reserve, providing more continuity and help to ensure that the 
programs of support will be similar and understood. 

 
The role of ECD Community Coalitions 
Several participants acknowledged the value and the importance of sustaining Early Childhood Development 
Coalitions as grassroots community voices. It is important to continue to collect Early Development 
Instrument (EDI) data on child health and well-being in our communities in order for community members to 
know how well children are developing in their own community, and to continuously support actions for 
positive outcomes for all children. 
 
The ECD Coalitions can also continue to collect information about local resources and provide an information 
window or source for their local communities, for example an interactive “map” of resources and 
programming. 
 

Integrated Service Delivery 
 
Key Theme: Community-based hubs that bring together a number of ECD programs and services increase 
ease of access for children and families.  
 
There were a high number of responses that identified challenges with a fragmented, disconnected system. 
Many participants commented that the current system of early childhood supports can be complex and 
difficult to navigate, and that there is a lack of integration. 
 

Jurisdictional boundaries and separate mandates at the service delivery level are preventing people from 
accessing services and getting the help they need. There are challenges with the number of different 
providers and lack of continuity of services.  In particular, there were concerns around complex routes to 
access some levels of support, for example, supported child care and Family Support for Children with 
Disabilities. 
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Families may encounter a number of administrative barriers in accessing services including obtaining referrals 
for services, gaps and time lags between supports, conflicting eligibility for different supports, and 
duplication of services.   
 
Many participants expressed interest in centralization or better coordination of services, one point of access 
in communities.  They commented that there appears to be a number of good programs and services, but 
centralizing would be useful. It would be very useful to have a system/agency in place that one could access a 
range of ECD programming. 
 
Many participants noted that services need to be available where people are. Place multiple services, 
supports and opportunities for parents, children and families in central community locations; bring programs 
to the community rather than expecting families to come to the program or service. 
 
Community-based hubs 
A wide range of examples were given of local organizations and community groups leveraging natural 
relationships and promoting interagency partnering to share resources such as funds, workers, and space.  
 
Programs such as Parent Link Centres and other family resource programs were identified frequently as 
models for providing integrated “wraparound” services and reducing barriers to access. They are seen as 
welcoming, accessible environments that offer opportunities for families to connect with others in their 
community. 
 

These centres function as one-stop access for families, where they can get all or almost all of the resources 
and services they need in one place. The community locations assist families in building the necessary 
relationships they require to integrate into the community and become aware of what the community offers.  

 

The Hubs would offer opportunities for integration of health-related services as well. Some participants also 
noted the possibility of co-locating health resources, for example, having an optometrist and dentist at the 
same place at the same time to provide services and assessments for families. Other specialized services such 
as speech therapy and mental health services could be provided within the hub setting. There is a need to 
build good collaborations and connections in the community between the health sector and ECD programs.  
 
Outreach is also important, particularly in rural areas. If parents can’t get to the resource, take the resource 
to them, such as travelling parent resource programs that bring needed ECD and other family services into 
rural communities.                       
 
Role of government/governance 
Several participants noted that no one system is currently used to coordinate ECD programs, grants, 
subsidies, policies, etc.  
 
Some participants expressed concern that various initiatives are “in silos”, which makes collaboration and 
partnering efforts challenging. They suggested that ministries might work more collaboratively to support 
ECD. There was also mention of the need for a provincial body or program that prioritizes the early years so 
that programs and services are available in all areas, including small, rural towns and to ensure consistency of 
programming. 
 
Other participants suggested combining funding so that agencies are not receiving funding from multiple 
sources with varied requirements, and also looking at longer-term funding commitments to agencies. 
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Summary   
 
Albertans who participated in the Together We Raise Tomorrow engagement provided information regarding 
what is working well in their communities, and what additional steps might be taken to develop an easily 
accessible system of early childhood development supports. Their responses indicate that they see early 
childhood development as a shared responsibility and are ready to help realize the vision for an integrated 
system where there are high quality supports and services that are well understood and accessible to all 
families. Their input is invaluable, and the results from the engagement will support government and 
communities to take action to improve services for young children and their family. 
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Engagement Statistics  

Participation Statistics1 

Number of People Providing Input2,3 5,746 
Number of People Reached4 17,225 

Community Discussions 

Total Community Discussions 302 
Number of Locations Across Alberta 85 

Attendance at Community Discussions 6,423 

Total Community Discussion Grants 145 

Total Organizations Receiving Grants 71 

Number of Locations Across Alberta 44 

Online Participation 

Total Site Visits 16,954 
Total Site Visits – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 7,120 

New Visitors – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 4,074 

Returning Visitors – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 3,046 

Total Registrations5 266 

Individuals 212 

Representatives of Stakeholder Groups 32 

GOA Staff 22 

Surveys Completed 688 

Library Submissions – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 22 

User Comments – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 10 

Site Views – earlychildhood.alberta.ca 27,869 

Approach Paper 2,226 

Facilitation Guide 236 

Grant Application 476 

Priority Actions 676 

Library 1,035 

Blog Tab 476 

Discussion Kit 513 

Community Feedback 710 

Help Guide 299 

 

                                                             
1  Data represent the latest numbers available at the time of writing. Online statistics refer to the period June 19-October 31, 2013. 
2
 As many conversations were not specific to one Together We Raise Tomorrow engagement topic, these statistics are common across all three 

platforms. Statistics are issue-specific where noted. 
3 The approximate number of people who provided written or verbal input. This includes the number of surveys completed, wiki editors, online 
users who posted comments, library submitters, and attendees at community conversations and presentations. Since people could participate 
more than once or in many ways, 10% was taken from the total to account for overlap and provide a conservative estimate. 
4 The approximate number of people who participated, but did not necessarily provide input. Participation could be active or passive (an 
example of passive participation is browsing the website). This estimate includes the number of unique site visitors and attendees at 
community conversations/presentations. Since people could participate more than once or in many ways, 10% was taken from the total to 
account for overlap. 
5 Registrations are calculated for the entire Together We Raise Platform as registration is common across all websites. Individuals who 
registered during Speak. Share. Thrive. remained registered for the Together We Raise Tomorrow engagement. 
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Together We Raise Tomorrow  

Engagement Results* 

302 Community Conversations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 = 10 conversations 

6,423 Recorded Participants 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

= 100 recorded participants 

Conversations held 

in 85 cities, towns 

and communities 

across Alberta 

 

 

145 community 

conversation grants 

provided to 71 

unique 

organizations, 

totaling $108,750 

 

 

 

$$$$$$$$$$ 
$$$$$$$$$$ 
$$$$$$$$$ 
 

 $ = 5 community grants 

264 conversations were 

stakeholder-led, while 38 

were government-led 

 

 

 

 

 

 = 10 government-led 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
= 10 stakeholder-led 

*All statistics presented refer to the period of June 19, 2013 to October 31, 2013. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

10% 

73% 

6% 

5% 
5% 

1% 

By Participating Organization 

Aboriginal

Community

ProvGov

MuniGov

Youth

Other

By Type of Attendees 

16 

18 

19 

23 

44 

Calgary Region

Southern Alberta

Central Alberta

Northern Alberta

Edmonton Capital Region

By Organization Region 

WEBSITE STATISTICS 

2,365 

4,108 

3,622 

Children's Charter Early Childhood
Development

Poverty Reduction

Total Unique Visitors** 

Edmonton 
46% 

Calgary 
22% 

Red Deer 
4% 

Medicine 
Hat 
4% 

Lethbridge 
4% 

Grande 
Prairie 

2% Other 
18% 

Total Unique Visitors** in Alberta 
by City 

**Unique Visitors refers to the number of distinct individuals requesting pages 

83% 

11% 
6% 

Stakeholder

Staff

Children
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394 

299 

293 

243 

238 

Poverty

Caring Home and Family Supports

Mental Health

Family Violence/Abuse

Standard of Living/Basic Needs

Survey: Top Five Issues Facing Children Today 

ENGAGEMENT RESULTS 

950 

888 

857 

845 

508 

309 

230 

215 

116 

Safe & Supportive Environ. for Children

Service Delivery

Enriched Early Learning Environ.

Enhanced Parenting Supports

Maternal, Infant, and Child Health

Resources

Governance

Workforce

Quality Assurance

Early Childhood Development 
Number of Engagement Responses by Theme 

 

1,023 

1,057 

1,082 

1,256 

2,057 

Wellness

System

Education & Literacy

Equity, Equality & Awareness

Place-Based Initiatives

Poverty Reduction 
Most Frequent Responses by Theme 

 

603 

650 

780 

906 

934 

System

Active & Engaged

Safety

Healthy

Learners

Children’s Charter 
Most Frequent Responses by Theme 
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List of Participating Groups 
This list contains participating/submitting groups from June 19 to October 31, 2013. 

 
Alberta Association of Services for Children and 

Families Local Chapter  

Aboriginal Coalition Committee  

Action to End Poverty & Vibrant Communities 

Calgary 

Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community 

Research  

Alberta Education 

Alberta Health and Wellness 

Alberta Home Visitation Network Association 

Alberta Human Services 

Alberta Interagency Council on Homelessness 

Alberta Justice - Family Justice Services 

Alberta Library Board of Directors 

Alberta Parenting for the Future Association 

Alberta School Board Association 

Alberta Urban Municipalities Association 

All Our Babies Cohort - University of Calgary 

Asthma Society of Canada 

Athabasca County Family and Community Support 

Services 

Athabasca Condo Association 

Alberta Urban Municipalities Association Safe and 

Healthy Communities Committee 

Alberta Union of Provincial Employees  

Barons Eureka Warner Family and Community 

Support Services 

Barrhead Family and Community Support Services 

BC Head Start Society  

Beehive Support Services 

Blackfalds Family and Community Support Services 

Bonnyville and District Family and Community 

Support Services 

Bonnyville Family and Community Support Services 

School/Ecole Des Beaux Lacs 

Bow Valley Early Childhood Development Coalition  

Boyle Street Conversation 

Brooks and County of Newell Community Early 

Childhood Development Coalition 

Brooks Community Conversation 

Calgary Domestic Violence Collective 

Calgary Family and Community Support Services 

Calgary Municipal Conversation 

Calgary Poverty Reduction Initiative  

Camrose and Area Early Childhood Development  

Catholic Church Providence Centre - 

Disability Action Hall 

Coalitions  

Camrose Family and Community Support Services 

Canadian Mental Health Association 

Canadian Native Friendship Centre  

Canadian Volunteers United in Action 

Catholic Family Service of Calgary 

Center to End All Sexual Exploitation 

Central Alberta Child and Family Services Authority & 

Persons with Developmental Disabilities Boards 

Central Alberta Immigrant Women's Association 

Centre for Family Literacy 

Cerebral Palsy Association on Alberta 

Child and Family Services Authority Child Care 

Community Group  

Child and Family Services Authority Contracted 

Agencies  

Child and Family Services Authority / Persons with 

Developmental Disabilities Joint Calgary Consultation 

Chestermere - Southeast Rocky View Community 

Coalition 

Child, Adolescent and Family Mental Health AGM 

Chinook's Edge School Division NO 73 

City of Calgary 

City of Fort McMurray  

City of Grande Prairie  

City of Lethbridge  

City of Medicine Hat 

City of Red Deer 

Clive/Tees Neighborhood Place 

Cochrane Family and Community Support Services 

Cold Lake and District Family and Community 

Support Services 

Community Initiatives Against Family Violence  

Community Outreach Services Jasper 

County of Ponoka Literacy Society  

CRC Consulting 

Creating Hope Society of Alberta 

Cypress Early Childhood Coalition 

Development and Peace and Social Justice Office  
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Discovering West Edmonton - Early Childhood 

Mapping Coalition 

E4C 

Early Years Continuum Project – Success By 6 

Eckville Family and Community Support Services 

Eckville Neighborhood Place  

Early Childhood Mapping - Early Childhood Coalition 

Edmonton Catholic School 

Edmonton Multicultural Coalition Association 

Edmonton Poverty Elimination Steering Committee  

Edmonton Social Planning Council 

Edmonton Youth Council 

Elves Special Needs Society 

Family Centre Society of Southern Alberta 

Family Services of Central Alberta 

First 2000 Days Calgary Coalition  

First Nations Children's Action Research and 

Education  

Fort Macleod & Area Early Childhood Development 

Coalition 

Fort McMurray Region 9 Child and Family Services 

Authority Presentation 

Fort Saskatchewan Early Years Coalition  

Fort Saskatchewan Families First Society 

Fort Saskatchewan Parent Link  

Friends of Stanley Milner Library  

Grande Prairie - Regional Human Services 

Grande Prairie Aboriginal Interagency Council 

Grande Prairie Public Session 

Grandin Green Co-op  

Hanna Community Conversation 

Hanna and Delia - Golden Prairie Parent Link 

Hanna Learning Centre 

High Level Aboriginal Interagency Council  

High Level Region 8 Human Services Staff 

High Prairie Aboriginal Interagency Council 

High-Risk Youth Steering Committee Protection of 

Sexually Exploited Children Act  

Hinton Family and Community Support Services  

Highway 43 Come Play With Me Coalition 

International Day of the Girl Panel 

Jasper Community Team 

Jasper Place Child and Family Resource Centre –  

West Edmonton Parent Link 

Kneehill County 

Kneehill Regional Family and Community Support 

Services 

Knottwood Community League 

Lethbridge Family Centre 

Linkages 

Manning Community Resource Centre 

Early Childhood Mapping Coalition 

Midwest Family Connections 

Mill Woods Early Childhood Coalition 

Momentum 

Mount Royal University Early Learning and Child 

Care Program Faculty 

Multicultural Agencies  

Multicultural Health Brokers Cooperative 

Multicultural Parent Group  

Municipal District of Taber/Warner County South 

Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

Norquest Social Work Students  

North Central Alberta Child and Family Services 

Authority 

North Central Early Childhood Mapping Coalition 

Northeast Child and Family Services Authority - 

Golden Years Society  

Northern Lights Rotary Club  

Northwest Child and Family Services Authority and 

Persons with Developmental Disabilities Boards 

Norwood Child and Family Resources 

Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society 

Parents as Champions in Knottwood 

Peace River Aboriginal Interagency Council Session 

Peer Support Services for Abused Women 

Piikani Child and Family Services 

Porcupine Hills Early Childhood Development 

Coalition  

Ready 4 Learning - Calgary Family Services 

Red Deer Native Friendship Society 

Region 6 Children's Services Advisory Board 

Region 6 Parent Link Centre 

Region IV Metis Nation 

Rimbey Neighbourhood Place Society 

Royal Glenora Rotary Club 

Search Institute 

Smoky River Family and Community Support Services 

Social Care Facilities Review Committee 

Social Workers for Social Justice & Action to End 
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Poverty

Southeast Edmonton Early Childhood Community Coalition  

Southwest Alberta Child and Family Services Authority  

Southwest Early Years 

Southwest Edmonton Early Childhood Development Coalition 

Spanish Conversation Group  

South Peace Area Rural Kids Early Development 

Stony Plain Conversation 

Strathcona County Family and Community Support Services 

Success By 6 

Sunrise Community Link Resource Centre 

Sylvan Lake Family and Community Support Services - Parents & Caregivers  

The Bissell Centre 

The Community Association for Lasting Success 

Town of Devon Community Conversation 

Town of Peace River 

Town of Peace River Family and Community Support Services 

Unitarian Church 

United Way 

UpStart United Way Early Learning and Child Care Action Team 

Urban Aboriginal Agencies  

Valleyview & Area Early Childhood Development Coalition 

Vanier Institute of the Family  

Vegreville & District Child Development Coalition 

Vermilion Community Members 

Vermilion & Area Early Childhood Development Coalition 

Vibrant Communities Calgary  

Viking/Beaver Family and Community Support Services 

Vulcan County Early Childhood Development Coalition 

Westlock & District Family and Community Support Services 

Westlock Family and Community Support Services 

Whitecourt Family and Community Support Services /Parent Link 

Willow Creek Community Adult Learning Society 

Women's Centre of Calgary  

Yellowhead Youth Centre  

ZEBRA Child Protection Centre  

Zone 2/3 Edmonton Public School Trustees 
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Community Conversation Grant Recipients 
This list contains organizations that applied and received grants to host community conversations between June 19 and 
October 31, 2013.  
 

A United Way of Calgary and Area Initiative 

ABC Head Start  

Action to End Poverty in Alberta (Momentum) 

Alberta Parenting for the Future Association  

Athabasca County Family and Community Support 

Services 

Barons-Eureka-Warner Family and Community 

Support Services 

Barrhead and District Family and Community 

Support Services  

Beehive Support Services 

Blackfalds Family and Community Support Services 

Bonnyville and District Family and Community 

Support Services 

Bow Valley Early Childhood Development Coalition  

Brooks and County of Newell Early Childhood 

Development Coalition  

Calgary Domestic Violence Collective  

Calgary Family Services Ready 4 Learning 

Calgary Reads 

Camrose and Area Early Childhood Development 

Coalitions  

Canadian Volunteers United in Action Society 

Catholic Family Service of Calgary  

Central Alberta Immigrant Women's Association 

Centre for Family Literacy 

Cerebral Palsy Association in Alberta 

Chinooks Edge School Division No. 73 

Clive/Tees Neighbourhood Place 

Cochrane Family and Community Support Services 

Cold Lake and District Family and Community 

Support Services 

Community Outreach Services 

County of Ponoka Literacy Society 

Creating Hope Society of Alberta 

Cypress Early Childhood Coalition  

E4C Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation  

Eckville Neighbourhood Place and Eckville Family  

and Community Support Services 

ECMAP First 200 Days Calgary MW/W Coalition 

Edmonton Multicultural Coalition Association 

Edmonton Social Planning Council  

Elves Special Needs Society 

Family Centre Society of Southern Alberta  

First 2000 days North Central Calgary Coalition 

/Huntington Hills Community Association 

Fort MacLeod and Area Early Childhood 

Development Coalition 

Hanna and District Association for Lifelong Learning 

Hinton Family and Community Support Services 

Jasper Place Child and Family Resource Centre 

John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights 

Kneehill County – Family and Community Support 

Services 

Manning Community Resource Centre 

Midwest Family Connections (Lloyd. Early Years) 

Norwood Child and Family Resource Centre 

Opokaasin Early Intervention Society  

Peer Support Services for Abused Women 

Piikani Child and Family Services 

Pincher Creek Family Resource Society 

Red Deer Family Service Bureau 

Red Deer Native Friendship Society  

Region V1 Metis Nation of Alberta 

Rimbey Neighbourhood Place Society 

Smoky River Family Community Support Services 

South West Early Years 

Sparked Coalition 

Sunrise Community Link Resource Centre 

Sylvan Lake Family and Community Support Services 

(SLECD Coalition) 

The Bissell Centre 

The Community Association for Lasting Success 

Town of Chestermere - Southeast Rocky View 

Community Coalition 

Town of Devon Family and Community Support 

Services 

Town of Peace River Family and Community Support 

Services  

Town of Whitecourt 

Vermilion & Area Early Childhood Development 

Coalition 

Viking/Beaver family and Community Support 

Services 
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Vulcan County Early Childhood Development Coalition  

Westlock Family and Community Support Services  

Willow Creek Community Adult Creek Learning 

Society  

Women's Centre of Calgary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


