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To conserve the landscape and better manage 
social and economic activity in Bighorn Country, 
the government is proposing new, expanded or 
amended parks, recreation areas and public land use 
zones. 

The proposed West Country Public Land Use Zone 
would be established on public land to the east of 
the Bighorn Backcountry. Currently, recreational 
activities in the area are varied and include hiking, 
cycling, skiing, camping, water-based activities, 
passive activities such as nature enjoyment and 
birdwatching, and motorized recreation. The demand 
for and use of recreational activities, features and 
settings is increasing as Alberta’s population grows 
and existing infrastructure and services fall short of 
demand. 

The intent of the new public land use zone is that 
current uses would continue with collaboration 
between users to better integrate recreational 
activities with other uses. It would provide greater 
authority to manage recreation and priority issues 
to ensure all existing activities are sustainable, as 
this is an important land base that supports the local 
economy and serves as a significant recreational 
hub. 

All land users share responsibility for land 
management and will play a role in developing 
future land use plans over a multi-year process. 
The cumulative impacts of our recreational and 
industrial activities have posed increasing challenges 
to sustainable land management. As this is a new 
designation, government wants to take some time 
to hear perspectives on how this area can best be 
managed into the future and build a plan that is 
driven by local voices.

West Country 
Public Land Use Zone

To complement and support a new public land use 
zone, it is proposed that the area be divided into 
four priority subregional recreation planning areas: 
Brazeau, Prairie Creek, James River and Nordegg 
River. 

Recreation planning would provide an opportunity 
to identify current use patterns and areas of conflict 
in order to maintain appropriate recreational 
experiences, identify new opportunities and ensure 
continued protection of environmental values. 

Gathering stakeholder and community input will 
help each management plan balance the needs 
of the public, provide a spectrum of recreation 
opportunities, minimize impacts on the area’s 
ecology and environment, and respect the continued 
exercise of constitutionally protected Treaty rights 
and traditional uses. Recreation planning may include 
new trails, staging areas and other infrastructure that 
provides opportunities for public and commercial 
outdoor recreation activities and nature-based 
tourism experiences. Local municipalities,  
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Type of Use Current State Proposed Management Direction

Petroleum and Natural Gas Permitted Permitted  

• Provincial regulations apply.

Metallic and Industrial Minerals 
(MIM) and Coal

Permitted Permitted 

• Provincial regulations apply.

Freehold Minerals Permitted Permitted 

• Provincial regulations apply.

Surface Materials (Sand and 
Gravel) 

Permitted Permitted

• Provincial regulations apply.

Commercial Forestry Permitted Permitted 

• Provincial regulations apply.

Grazing Permitted Permitted

• Provincial regulations apply. 

• Recreation Access Legislation

Registered Trapping Permitted  Permitted

• Provincial regulations apply.

• Alberta Regulations

Current and Proposed Uses

Resource Management  

First Nations and user groups will be engaged 
directly in the planning process to ensure local 
perspectives shape land use plans.

All trails and camping areas would remain open in 
the new public land use zone. Through ongoing 
engagement and recreation management planning 
we will work together to thoughtfully manage 
impacts of recreation on other land uses and the 

environment. The authority to temporarily close trails 
or areas of public land in the interest of public safety 
or environmental risk would be maintained, as is the 
current practice.

https://talkaep.alberta.ca
http://aep.alberta.ca/recreation-public-use/recreation-on-agricultural-public-land/recreational-access-legislation.aspx
http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/fishing-hunting-trapping/alberta-regulations/default.aspx
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Type of Use Current State Proposed Management Direction

Motorized Recreation (OHV) Permitted Permitted

• OHV use would be permitted on designated trails and in designated areas.

• Timing restrictions may be applied consistent with current practice to manage environment impacts (e.g. wet 
trail conditions). 

Undesignated Backcountry 
Camping

Permitted Permitted

• Undesignated backcountry camping would be permitted throughout the public land use zone, except within 
one kilometre of designated public land recreation areas and provincial recreation areas.

• Restrictions may be applied consistent with current practice to manage environmental impacts, public safety 
and existing dispositions. 

Auto Access Camping (front 
country, vehicle accessible)

Permitted Permitted 

• Access to rustic camping would continue.

• Restrictions may be applied consistent with current practice to manage environmental impacts, public safety 
and existing dispositions. 

Equestrian Use Permitted Permitted 

• Equestrian use would be permitted on and off designated trails, unless otherwise indicated by sign or notice.

• Public trails would continue to be used by equestrian commercial operators, subject to provincial regulations.

• Grazing or tethering must be at least 100 metres away from lakeshores, except where permitted by a sign of 
notice.

Cycling / Mountain Biking Permitted Permitted 

• Mountain biking would be permitted on all trails unless otherwise indicated by sign, notice or advisory.

Foot Access Permitted Permitted 

• Foot access would be permitted throughout and on all trails.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles / Drones Permitted Permitted 

• Federal regulations apply.

• Government of Canada – Flying Your Drone Safely and Legally

Hunting Permitted Permitted 

• Provincial regulations apply.

• Hunting in Alberta 

Fishing Permitted Permitted 

• Provincial regulations apply. 

• Alberta Regulations

Guiding, Outfitting (non-Hunting) 
and Instructing

Permitted Permitted 

• Would be supported through the existing permitting process.

Helicopter Tours Permitted Permitted  

• Federal regulations apply. 

• Helicopters are not permitted to land within 200 metres of a lakeshore without an access permit.

• Canadian Aviation Regulations (SOR/96-433)

Nature-Based Recreation & Tourism Development 

https://talkaep.alberta.ca
https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/aviation/drone-safety/flying-drone-safely-legally.html
http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/fishing-hunting-trapping/hunting-alberta/default.aspx
http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/fishing-hunting-trapping/alberta-regulations/default.aspx
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/acts-regulations/regulations-sor96-433.htm
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Tourism Facilities and Visitor 
Attractions 

Permitted Permitted 

• Would be supported through the existing approval process for public land.

• Detailed planning would occur, together with municipalities and the tourism industry to proactively identify 
opportunities that are aligned with the management intent and values of the public land use zone, and 
aligned with the region’s broad recreation and tourism goals and offerings. This includes the opportunities 
identified in the Saunders/Alexo Tourism Node.

https://talkaep.alberta.ca

