
Explained in Brief – Ag-economics Analytics 

©2022 Government of Alberta  |  January 27, 2022  |  Agriculture. Forestry and Rural Economic Development  
 

  

Explained in Brief 

State of Alberta’s Agri-Food Industries 2021 – At-a-Glance 

The State of the Industry 2021  

Every year, Alberta Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Economic Development analyses the competitiveness of Alberta’s 

agricultural industries. Findings do not represent government policy, but are trends based on latest available facts and 

information. We summarize our presentation in this series “Explained in Brief”. This first issue provides agriculture’s macro-

economic context in 2021.  

Agriculture remains strong 

Alberta’s agriculture industry is significant – in Alberta, in Canada and in the world. It is one of the largest agri-food sectors in 

Canada, with the largest cattle herd in the country. In a sluggish macro-economic environment with high unemployment, 

extreme drought and high input prices, agriculture industries remained strong with remarkable results both in primary and 

value-added sectors. 

 

Provincial GDP and employment 

While Alberta’s total economy shrunk by more than eight per cent in 2020, agriculture industries continued to grow by almost 

six per cent to a total of just under $10 billion in GDP. Primary sectors contributed roughly 62 per cent, value-added sectors 

about 28 per cent and beverage industries about eight per cent to agriculture GDP in Alberta. 

The agri-food sector is an important employers in Alberta with a workforce of just under 70,000 - three per cent of Alberta’s 

total labour force. Primary agriculture (most in livestock) employs roughly 60 per cent of workers, while 40 per cent work in 

food and beverage processing. Value-added jobs have steadily been increasing over the past 30 years. However, like most 

other sectors, the agri-food sector lost 7,200 jobs in 2020, mostly in primary agriculture. 

https://www.alberta.ca/agricultural-economics-and-marketing-analytics.aspx#jumplinks-0
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Farm cash receipts 

In 2020, farmers brought home record high Farm Cash Receipts (FCR) at $15.5 billion. These receipts are split about half-

and-half between the crop and livestock sectors. 

Crop and livestock insurance are an important contributor to 2020 FCR at $1.2 billion (about eight per cent of FCR). Sales of 

cattle, canola and wheat account for about 70 per cent of 2020 FCR.  

Despite below-average total crop production of 17 million tonnes, 2021 FCR looks to be promising. From 2017 to 2020 all 

crops, except canola, have steadily increased in production. 

 

Food and beverage manufacturing 

Food and beverage manufacturing reached record sales of $15.5 billion in 2020, becoming the largest manufacturing industry 

in the province. It accounts for almost one quarter of provincial manufacturing sales in 2020. With record $9 billion, Alberta’s 

meat product sales account for 30 per cent of the Canadian total. Other notable sale increases include animal food 

manufacturing (seven per cent), dairy product manufacturing (nine per cent), and grain and oil seed milling (19 per cent). 

Alberta’s market is the world 

In 2020, Alberta agri-food exports surpassed $13 billion for the first time, almost 12 per cent higher than in 2019. The province 

accounts for 18 per cent of all Canadian agri-food exports, and ranked third after Ontario and Saskatchewan. 51 per cent were 

value-added agri-food products. Beef, wheat, canola seed, crude canola oil and live cattle accounted for more than 60 per cent 

of Alberta’s agri-food exports in 2020. 

Take home messages 

 In 2020 Alberta’s agriculture sectors remained strong despite drought and COVID-19 related challenges, contributing $10 

billion to the provincial GDP. 

 Farm cash receipts reached a record $15.5 billion in 2020. 

 Agri-food exports reached record high sales in 2020 at $13 billion. 

 Despite some job losses, agri-food industries employed almost 70,000 people. 
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State of the Industry is an annual presentation by the Intergovernmental and Trade Relations Branch of Alberta 

Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Economic Development (AFRED). Our findings do not represent government 

policy. They are a discussion of trends based on latest available facts and information as a snapshot in time.  

https://www.alberta.ca/agricultural-economics-and-marketing-analytics.aspx#jumplinks-0
https://www.alberta.ca/agricultural-economics-competitiveness-and-statistics.aspx

