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     CAUTION!  
In bear, country you should keep yourself 
more visible and make noise to alert bears 
of your presence; also carry pepper spray.

Alberta’s Watchable Wildlife

Wildlife Conservation and Enhancement

Responsible Wildlife-Viewing

Wildlife-Viewing Tips

Albertans are very much part of this increasing interest in various 
nonconsumptive uses of wildlife – uses which do not remove wild 
plants and animals from their environment. And this includes hunters 
and anglers who also appreciate the viewing aspects of wildlife 
and plants. Related activities include wildlife photography, species 
identification (“listing”), bird feeding, behaviour study and flower 
identification. In support of these activities, the Fish and Wildlife Policy 
Branch, Alberta Environment and Parks, maintains a Watchable Wildlife 
Program. The program is designed to increase the following:

 levels of public interest in and appreciation for the wildlife resource

Alberta is richly blessed with an abundance and variety of wild plants 
and animals. It is the only place in North America where the prairie, 
boreal forest and mountain ecosystems meet. As a result, more than 
400 bird, 90 mammal, 18 reptile and amphibian, 50 fish and 1800 
flowering plant species occur in Alberta at least part of the year.

Many of us watch and listen to wildlife as a means of re-establishing 
contact with the natural world and to escape the noise and hectic 

Wildlife-viewing demands courtesy and common sense, including 
respect for animals and their habitats, knowledge of local regulations, 
and consideration for private property and the activities of others.

Ethics for the field include the following:

 Keep to Designated Trails
Confine your movements wherever possible to designated trails, 
viewing platforms and blinds.

 Be Considerate of Wildlife
Use binoculars, spotting scopes and cameras with telephoto
lenses to observe animals from a distance THEY consider safe. Avoid 
nesting sites and respect resting periods. Try not to surprise wildlife 
and never chase or flush wild animals.

 Don’t Approach Baby Animals
Be sure not to pick up any wild baby animals. Your actions may 
expose them to predators or prevent their parents from returning 

 opportunities and participation levels in the nonconsumptive use of 
wildlife

 levels of public knowledge and understanding of wildlife species and 
their habitats; and

 public involvement and support in wildlife management programs.

Recent surveys show that more than 90 per cent of Albertans 
participate in various forms of wildlife-viewing and appreciation, while 
two-thirds participate in a direct and purposeful way, either near home, 
in their backyards, at local urban parks or on trips and outings away 
from home.

pace of our busy lifestyles. The sight and sound of migrating geese, 
a glimpse of a deer or the call of a loon are special experiences that 
highlight our memories. Without such experiences, our world would be 
a much less interesting place. To ensure that we continue to enjoy these 
experiences and pass them on to future generations, we all must share 
the responsibility for conserving our natural heritage.

to care for them. Even though not visible, the mother is likely 
close by.

 Control Pets
Pets can harm wildlife and hinder viewing opportunities. They 
should be under your control at all times or left at home or in 
your vehicle (only under suitable conditions).

 Be Considerate of the Environment
Leave viewing sites, including plants and animals, undamaged 
by your visits. Be sure your garbage is properly disposed of 
or recycled. Many wildlife-viewing sites are User Maintained; 
therefore, pack out what you pack in. Return used brochures to 
kiosks for re-use.

 Be Considerate of Others
Avoid disrupting the wildlife-viewing activities of others in 
the area. At the same time, show a friendly disposition and 
willingness to share observations and related information.

Alberta’s  
Watchable Wildlife  

Calendar

To help increase public awareness, appreciation and 
understanding of wildlife, the Fish and Wildlife Policy 
Branch, Alberta Environment and Parks, is pleased to present 
Alberta’s Watchable Wildlife Calendar. The calendar 
identifies specific wildlife activities throughout the year. Each 
month includes:

Use the calendar to plan  
your wildlife-viewing excursions.

 a featured plant or animal,
 viewing tips of special significance, and
 noteworthy dates concerning wildlife activities and events.

Wildlife-viewing, once considered an activity only for mild-mannered eccentrics, is now one of the 
fastest growing forms of outdoor recreation in North America.
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Use properly selected binoculars and spotting 
scopes to get that close-up, detailed look. Also, 
field identification guides will help to sort out the 
characteristics and names of the species you see.

Your ears can be as helpful as your eyes in locating and 
identifying some of the more secretive wildlife species. 
Take in the full range of sights, sounds, and smells 
around you to enhance your overall experience.

Take the time to plan and anticipate what you want 
to see and experience. Find out where the best 
viewing locations are for each wildlife species and at 
what times of the year you may see them.

Keep records of wildlife seen, their characteristics, 
and the circumstances of your observations. You will 
want to compare this with future observations. Pass 
on rare and unusual observations to nearby Fish and 
Wildlife offices.

Learn to recognize the signs of wildlife such as tracks, 
nests, cavities, droppings, and bits of fur or feathers. 
This will help you to see and learn more.

Many wildlife species are more active and readily 
seen at certain times of the day. Early morning and 
late afternoon/evening are often the best for many 
birds and mammals.

Wildlife are very sensitive to human presence. By 
moving slowly and quietly, or even stopping for 
several minutes at a time, you can ensure wild 
animals will be more accepting of your presence.

Learn to use vegetation, topography, or even your 
vehicle, as a visual screen. Wear soft clothes that 
make little noise when 

walking in the bush. 
Dull, darker colours and 
irregular patterns on 
clothes are also helpful. 

Spring and fall are particularly good seasons to observe 
migratory birds, some of which only pass through 
Alberta between their wintering areas and summer 
breeding ranges.

Successful wildlife-viewing requires certain skills and knowledge. The following tips will help in this respect:
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“Owling” is generally 
best after New Year’s 
Day, through to the end 
of winter.

Most native sparrows are 
long gone, but juncos, 
American tree sparrows, 
and Harris’ sparrows may 
stay all winter.

Warm days occasionally 
inspire skunks, muskrat, 
and badgers to go for a 
winter stroll.

Chickadees often roost 
together in tree cavities, 
sharing warmth.

Under the ice, many insects 
remain active all winter, 
while others freeze solid 
into the ice, unharmed.

Bats hibernate for the 
winter, in caves and 
artificial roosts.

Moose, and other deer-
family animals, have begun 
dropping their antlers.

NEW YEAR’S DAY

2019JANUARY
Great Grey Owl
(Strix nebulosa)
By linear measurements, the great grey is 
Alberta’s largest owl, with a wingspan of up 
to 1.3 meters. However, in terms of body 
weight, it averages no more than half the 
size of its larger and more powerful cousins, 
the great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) and 
the snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus). Often 
delightfully tame, this beautiful owl is a 
specialist on small rodents, rarely taking prey 
any larger than a red squirrel (Tamiasciurus 
hudsonicus). In winter, this species will hunt 
roadside ditches for voles by plunge-diving 
through snow up to half a meter deep, 
taking only one or two species of native voles 
with this technique. 

 Small flocks of white-winged and red crossbills 
irrupt into urban areas in some winters to the 
delight of birders.

 Check for tracks of mice and voles beneath 
bird feeders – these mammals will sometimes 
attract the attention of northern saw-whet and 
boreal owls.

 Listen for the earliest courtship calls of the 
great horned owl – calm, clear nights are best. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Every species of non-
migratory “summer” insect 
is also here now, in a 
dormant state.

Canada geese overwinter 
in southern Alberta, but 
some begin to move north 
this month.

When insects, including 
some butterflies, 
pupate in garages, they 
sometimes hatch out early, 
about now.

In the spillways below 
dams, winter midges are 
active on the water’s 
surface, mating and 
laying eggs.

Lynx are a rare sight in 
Alberta, but now is the 
time to be on watch for 
these remarkable cats.

Coyotes are mating these 
days, and they are bolder 
than usual this month.

VALENTINE’S DAY

FAMILY DAY
(ALBERTA)

2019FEBRUARY
Mountain Goat
(Oreamnos americanus) 
Mountain goats are the true mountaineers 
of Alberta’s hoofed mammals. Unlike deer 
and sheep, the hooves of these animals have 
a soft core, surrounded by a thick outer ring 
giving them great grip. The hooves of each 
foot also move independently, providing 
even better footing on steep rock faces. 
With a thick fleecy undercoat and long outer 
guard hairs, the cold of the alpine has little 
influence on them. However, the hazard 
presented by avalanches at great mountain 
heights is very real, particularly in late 
winter and early spring. This species can be 
found throughout the montane eco-zone in 
Alberta. Some of the best places to see them 
include Disaster Point in Jasper National Park 
and Mt. Wilson in Banff National Park. 

 In some years pasture lands around Bittern Lake 
will support good numbers of overwintering short-
eared owls. Driving roads in the area in the late 
afternoon or dusk can yield great sightings.

 Walking the banks of the rivers that course 
through Alberta’s larger cities can produce some 
excellent waterfowl sightings. Some species that 
are normally quite wary, like the mergansers, can 
allow unusually close approach at this time of 
year. 

 Birding from a vehicle is a good way to spend the 
cooler days of the month. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Now is when we typically 
see the first butterflies—
hibernating species such as 
mourning cloak.

Pussy willows are partly-
developed flowers.  Once 
they mature, they will be 
important to bees and 
other insects.

Gyrfalcons are heading 
north to the breeding 
grounds, just barely 
overlapping with the 
arriving gulls.

Bohemian waxwings are 
at their peak right now, 
wheeling over towns and 
cities in huge flocks.

Under the ice, the burbot 
are spawning.  They also 
make croaking noises, 
which few people have 
heard.

Frogs and turtles are still 
dormant in pond-bottom 
muds, but they won’t be 
for long.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SPRING EQUINOX

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS

2019MARCH
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
(Aegolius acadicus)
Although the tiny northern saw-whet owl may 
be the most common owl in the province, it is 
more often heard than seen. During evenings 
in March and April, listen for the monotonous 
tooting of the territorial saw-whet, somewhat 
reminiscent of the back-up beeper of a 
loading vehicle. This owl is common in aspen 
and mixed-wood forests in Alberta. It relies on 
the labour of primary cavity excavators, like 
the pileated woodpecker (Hylatomus pileatus), 
to provide nesting holes. These handsome 
owls will also readily adopt nest boxes erected 
in appropriate habitat. The mobility of saw-
whets is impressive, with owls banded at 
nest sites in the Edmonton area recovered in 
winter as far away as Delta Marsh, Manitoba; 
Vancouver, British Columbia; and Green Bay, 
Wisconsin.

 A trip through William’s Coulee, west of 
Nanton, can produce views of large numbers 
of mule deer on south-facing slopes. Watch 
also for prairie falcons and golden eagles on 
sandstone bluffs overlooking the coulee. 

 Northern hawk owls are beginning to pair up in 
recently burned forest in northern Alberta. Drive 
the roads in burns that are less than 10 years 
old to see these birds perched prominently at 
the tops of burnt snags throughout the day. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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GOOD FRIDAY

The conversational 
croakings of wood frogs 
are the first amphibian 
sounds of springtime.

For many, the flowers 
of prairie crocus and 
three-flowered avens 
signal springtime in the 
grasslands. 

Now is the time to learn 
your bird songs, with new 
species arriving almost 
every day.

Early season bees and 
butterflies are attracted to 
willow catkins, sap flows, 
and dandelions.

The full-on migration of 
snow geese and other 
waterfowl peaks in the 
third week of April.

Green darner and variable 
meadowhawk dragonflies 
arrive in Alberta from 
the south.

Once again, we see 
red-tailed hawks on fence 
posts, and the Swainson’s 
hawks are on the way.

EASTER MONDAYEASTER SUNDAY

2019APRIL
Western Grebe 
(Aechmophorus occidentalis)
The striking western grebe is the largest of six 
grebe species found in Alberta. Well known 
for its elaborate courtship dance, where 
pairs synchronize their actions and run across 
the water, this species is enjoyed by many 
who spend time around or on Alberta lakes. 
Western grebes nest in large colonies made 
up of floating nests, located in the shallows of 
large lakes and marshes; some colonies may 
number over a thousand birds. Unfortunately, 
these colonies are subject to human 
disturbance. Degradation of shoreline habitat 
in Alberta and oil spills in marine wintering 
areas constitute threats to the species. The 
species is in decline throughout its range and 
was added to the list of Alberta Threatened 
species in 2014. 

 On the warmest days of early April, grizzly bears 
emerge from their dens.

 Visit the grounds of Edmonton’s Misericordia Hospital 
to see peregrine falcons courting atop the Cabrini 
Centre. The adults also perch on the large crucifix on 
the west-facing wall of the hospital, only a couple of 
floors above the entrance to the building. 

 Participate in the Snow Goose Chase at Beaverhill 
Lake. The nearby town of Tofield is ‘invaded’ by 
newbie and veteran birders alike in anticipation of 
returning migratory birds. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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May is a fragrant month, 
with the flowers of 
saskatoon, choke cherry, 
and other shrubs in 
full bloom.

Chorus frogs are calling 
loudly this month, followed 
by toads a bit later on.

Mother’s Day is also the 
peak of breeding season 
for garter snakes, in large 
numbers outside their 
hibernation dens.

Bumble bee nests are now 
producing new workers, 
to help the overwintered 
queens.

Baby jackrabbits and 
snowshoe hares may look 
abandoned, but if you find 
one, leave it where it is!

Young great horned owls 
leave the nest some time 
near the long weekend, 
even though they can’t 
quite fly yet.

By the end of the month, 
the non-migratory 
dragonflies and 
damselflies have begun 
to emerge. 

The forests can be dry 
these days, so be careful 
with your off-highway 
vehicles and other hot 
things.

VICTORIA DAY

MOTHER’S DAY

2019MAY
Mountain Plover
(Charadrius montanus)
The reclusive mountain plover remains 
one of Alberta’s rarest breeding birds, with 
fewer than a dozen nesting records for the 
province, all of them within the extreme 
south-eastern corner of the province. 
A ground nester with a preference for 
abused or burned pasture, these birds are 
surprisingly difficult to detect, even for keen 
birders. Incubating birds will often leave 
their eggs long before they are noticed 
and will slowly make their way back to the 
nest after the coast is clear. The mountain 
plover is considered an Endangered species 
in Canada, although with warming climate 
trends we may see more of this species on 
the prairies in coming years. 

 May is the month when most insectivorous birds, 
both passerines and shorebirds, return to the 
province. Watch and listen for warblers and vireos 
in the trees and exotic shorebirds, many headed for 
Arctic breeding locations, as they ‘stage’ at local 
lakes. 

 Walleye reach their annual spawning peak during 
the month of May. With sound management, many 
walleye populations have recovered in Alberta, to 
the delight of keen anglers. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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If you love bird song, 
this is the best time 
of year over most of 
Alberta.

Some late, insect-eating 
migrants, such as 
nighthawks and swifts, 
are just arriving in 
Alberta. 

Take a moment to smell 
the outdoors.  In most 
places, June is a fragrant 
month, with many 
blooming flowers.

Monarch butterflies arrive 
in Alberta from the south, 
at least in the grasslands.

Most wild orchids bloom 
in June, and flower 
photographers tread 
carefully along peatland 
trails to find them.

Poplar “fluff” is in the 
air, but that’s not why 
some folks sneeze—it is 
also the season for grass 
pollen allergies.

FATHER’S DAY SUMMER SOLSTICE

2019JUNE
White-faced Ibis 
(Plegadis chihi) 
The colourful white-faced ibis is a 
relatively recent colonist in Alberta, 
with the first records occurring in the 
1970s on Pakowki Lake in southeastern 
Alberta and the first breeding record 
for the province in 2006. It is now a 
relatively common sight at locations 
like Frank Lake, south of Calgary, north 
to Beaverhill Lake and Big Lake near 
Edmonton. Viewed from a distance, 
they may look almost black; however, 
a close look reveals a luxurious palette 
of iridescent feather colours. Like many 
waterbirds that breed on the Northern 
Great Plains, the white-faced ibis winters 
in coastal areas of Louisiana and Texas, 
and south into Mexico. 

 A great month for bird watching. Many 
species, especially songbirds, can be identified 
by their unique vocalizations; you can learn 
these quickly by acquiring a birding app for 
your smart phone. 

 Birding in the parkland can yield sightings of 
the striking male rose-breasted grosbeak. 

 A drive east down Hwy 501 in southeastern 
Alberta can produce good looks at prairie 
specialties like long-billed curlew, ferruginous 
hawk, and McCown’s longspur.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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For some shorebirds, fall 
migration has begun, and 
young non-breeding birds 
are already returning south.

For most amphibians, 
this is when the tadpoles 
become tiny frog or toad 
“metamorphs.”

The urgent calls of young 
raptors, such as merlins 
and Cooper’s hawks, add 
a new element to the 
soundscape.

Mountain meadows can 
be spectacular this month, 
with multiple colourful 
flowering species in bloom.

Yellow water lilies are 
blooming on ponds lucky 
enough to have them.

In the Rockies, July and 
August are the peak 
months for mountain 
butterflies, such as 
parnassians.

In the grasslands, watch for 
the lovely flowers of prickly 
pear and pincushion cacti

CANADA DAY

2019JULY
Grey Wolf 
(Canis lupus)
One of the greatest outdoor experiences 
one can have in Alberta is to hear the howl 
of the grey wolf. Once found throughout 
the province, wolves now occupy habitats 
in the foothill, montane, and boreal regions. 
Opportunistic feeders, wolves in Alberta have 
been known to eat anything from berries to 
beavers, but their prime diet is ungulates like 
elk (Cervus elaphus), moose (Alces alces), 
and deer. Some of the largest wolves in the 
world live in Wood Buffalo National Park, 
where packs of up to 11 animals kill adult 
wood bison (Bos bison athabascae), animals 
that can weigh over 1200 kg. To achieve 
this, these wolves have to be large and 
many weigh over 54 kg (120 lbs); however, 
most wolves in Alberta average about 36 kg 
(80 lbs). 

 A quiet canoe paddle from Devon to Fort 
Saskatchewan will allow viewing of bald eagle 
nests, as this magnificent raptor species recovers 
from DDT-induced population declines of the 
1960s.

 Camping and birding in Dinosaur Park gives you a 
chance of seeing and hearing the bright and active 
yellow-breasted chat. 

 In prairie and parkland habitats, particularly 
where there are lots of northern pocket gopher 
mounds, keep an eye out for long-tailed 
weasels. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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On some grassland sand 
hills, the wild sunflowers 
are now in bloom.

Deer and moose antlers 
are growing, covered in 
a living tissue known as 
“velvet.”

Gulls in the sky are 
probably eating flying 
ants, as are the fishes in 
the big prairie rivers.

Fry of many large fish 
are now abundant, and 
can bee seen schooling 
in the shallows of rivers 
and lakes.

Garter snakes and 
rattlesnakes have their 
babies this month, and they 
give birth to live young, 
they do not lay eggs.

August is the best month 
to see migrant butterflies, 
such as painted ladies, red 
admirals, and variegated 
fritillaries.

Male bumblebees perch 
on tall stems, intercepting 
anything that might be a 
newly emerged queen.

Crows with no tail?  Bald 
magpies and jays?  Not 
to worry, they are molting 
their feathers now.

HERITAGE DAY

2019AUGUST
American Avocet 
(Recurvirostra americana)
The elegant American avocet is one of the 
most common large shorebirds in Alberta. 
The beautifully recurved bill is longer in 
the adult male than the female and is used 
to gently pluck chironomids and other 
invertebrates from the surface, or just 
below the surface of shallow ponds. Often 
found in alkaline wetlands in the prairie 
and parklands, these birds can form loose 
breeding colonies and nest directly on the 
ground, never far from water and far from 
shade. To prevent overheating their eggs 
on hot days, avocets periodically dip their 
belly feathers in water. Their young are 
precocial and are able to leave the nest 
within 24 hours of hatching. 

 While boating on Alberta’s larger lakes, watch 
for waterfowl taking their first flights since going 
flightless during the moult. Eclipse plumages on 
many of the ducks can make them a challenge to 
identify. 

 Watch out for recently fledged Swainson’s hawks 
throughout central and southern Alberta. They are 
extremely vulnerable to vehicle collisions at this 
tender age.

 In high mountain passes listen and watch for alpine 
specialists like white-crowned sparrow and gray-
crowned rosy finch.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Found a huge spider 
in a circular web?  It’s 
a type of orb weaver, 
and they are prominent 
about now.

The fall migration is 
now peaking for most 
species of birds, including 
warblers, and many other 
songbirds.

Chokecherries are sweeter 
after a frost, but don’t eat 
too many—they really 
do make it difficult to 
swallow.

Deer, elk, and moose are 
antlers are almost fully 
grown now, in preparation 
for the rut.

The morning after a warm 
night, it is common to 
find large diving beetles 
and giant water bugs 
under lights.

Shaggy mane mushrooms 
are relatively easy to 
recognize, and tasty when 
thoroughly fried.

Prairie rattlesnakes are 
now returning to their 
overwintering dens, which 
we call “hibernacula.”

LABOUR DAY

FALL EQUINOX

2019SEPTEMBER
Grizzly Bear
(Ursus arctos)
Alberta grizzlies are among the smaller brown 
bears in North America, with females averaging 
between 140 and 180 kg (300 to 400 lb) and 
males usually between 160 and 230 kg (350 
to 500 lb). These bears do not have access 
to calorie-rich fish foods like many other 
populations in British Columbia and Alaska, so 
they never grow as big. Grizzlies can be seen 
anywhere in Rocky Mountain Natural Region 
in Alberta from April to October and are often 
seen at the roadsides of Alberta’s parks during 
June and July when they graze heavily on 
dandelion crops. Grizzly bear density is highest 
in the relatively undisturbed portions of the 
province around Grande Cache. Now listed 
as a Threatened species in Alberta, efforts are 
underway to curb human-caused mortality for 
the species.

 Polish your birding skills by attempting to identify 
wood warblers in fall plumage as they flit through 
woodlots and urban neighbourhoods. 

 Bull elk in Jasper and Banff National Park are 
bugling and attending harems of cows as the ‘rut’ 
peaks. Give bulls a wide berth at this time of year 
as they may defend cows aggressively. 

 Shorebirds appear in large flocks on many 
Alberta lakes at this time. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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October is often wintery 
in the Rockies, summery 
in the grasslands, 
and autumnal in the 
parklands.

The first snowy owls 
return to Alberta, but 
these early migrants 
are often starving when 
they arrive.

Fall colours in Alberta are 
mostly “green and gold,” 
and they peak in October, 
before the first big winds.

By Thanksgiving, the 
fall migration consists 
mostly of sparrows and 
water birds.

Over most of Alberta, the 
last flowers bloom into 
late October, visited by the 
last bees and butterflies.

You’ll notice more birds 
at the feeders these days, 
but is that because of 
the birds, or our urge to 
feed them?

Some fish, such as brown 
trout and brook trout, 
spawn at this time of year.  

THANKSGIVING 
DAY

HALLOWEEN

2019OCTOBER
Merlin 
(Falco columbarius) 
The diminutive and flashy merlin is one 
of the more common falcon species 
in Alberta. It exists as two separate 
subspecies in the province, the lightly 
coloured Richardson’s merlin of the 
parkland and prairies and the darker boreal 
subspecies, columbarius, as seen here. 
Once found mainly in rural areas, these 
dynamic falcons have moved into urban 
areas where bird feeders and other food 
sources, like fruit trees, support healthy 
populations of prey species. In most urban 
locations, about two thirds of the diet 
of merlins consists of house sparrows 
(Passer domesticus), although some female 
merlins can take prey up to the size of rock 
pigeons (Columba livia). 

 Take a spotting scope to Astotin Lake in Elk Island 
Park to search the lake surface for early winter 
rarities.

 Visit the website of the Beaverhill Bird Observatory 
to learn about banding northern saw-whet owls and 
long-eared owls near Beaverhill Lake.

 Late in the month, bald eagles can be seen in the 
river valleys within Alberta’s largest cities. These 
birds patrol the waterways for dead and dying 
fish and waterfowl. 

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Now is the time to scan 
the large lakes in search 
of migrating loons and 
scoters.

Fruit and berries are in 
good supply, and it’s 
not uncommon to see a 
coyote climb up a bush 
and grab a snack.

Bears and bees have 
both tucked in for the 
winter, with a few hardy 
exceptions.

It may look like winter, 
and feel like it too, but 
many birds are still in fall 
migration.

Overwintering insects 
develop their “cold 
tolerance” over the winter, 
and an early cold snap can 
kill many.

In Alberta, butterflies 
are done for the year up 
north, but down south 
as many as eight species 
can fly in November.

The last gulls leave Alberta 
by mid month, with only 
a few hanging on in such 
places as Cold Lake.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
TIME ENDS

REMEMBRANCE 
DAY

2019NOVEMBER
Great Horned Owl
(Bubo virginianus) 
Alberta’s provincial bird, the great 
horned owl, is well-chosen as this large 
raptor can be found in any part of the 
province, from the bald prairies to our 
densest montane or boreal forests. This 
species is non-migratory and nesting 
pairs will attempt to remain on territory 
throughout even the most ferocious 
winters, sometime paying with their 
lives. If prey are short and the winter 
cold, some birds may succumb to the 
elements, using the last of their energy 
foraging in the open. Some will actually 
freeze to their last perch, eventually 
blowing over and hanging on the branch 
or powerline until the spring thaw. 

 Snow geese stage in large numbers throughout 
central and southern Alberta. Watch for eagles 
attending these large flocks. 

 By mid-month, most white-tailed deer are in the 
‘rut’, resulting in more movement during dawn 
and dusk – vehicle collisions peak at this time. 

 Hawk watchers are challenged by the appearance 
of large, dark buteos across the province. 
Some are Harlan’s red-tailed hawks from the 
forested regions north of 60.
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Why not make an annual 
“winter list” of bird 
species seen in December, 
January, and February?

Bighorn sheep rams spend 
much of their time butting 
heads this month.

Large flocks of Bohemian 
waxwings move into 
urban centres to feed on 
mountain ash berries; they 
eat quickly and nervously 
as their prime predator, the 
merlin, is rarely far away. 

Birds these days include 
year-round residents, 
those that migrate south 
to Alberta, and wandering 
species as well.

Late December and early 
January are the time for 
Christmas Bird Counts—a 
great excuse to get 
outdoors.

Finch family birds wander 
widely in winter, in search 
of seeds and cones.  For fun, 
google the “winter finch 
forecast.”

When snow and ice block 
the light, beavers fall into a 
“daily” routine that is longer 
than 24 hours.

A warm Chinook wind 
might result in a bit of plant 
growth or animal activity, 
but it doesn’t fool (or kill) 
most species.

CHRISTMAS EVE

WINTER SOLSTICE

CHRISTMAS DAY BOXING DAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE

2019DECEMBER
Bison
(Bos bison)
Once found in massive herds that could kick up 
virtual dust storms across the prairie landscape 
of Alberta, bison are now relegated to a few 
isolated areas in northern Alberta and several 
national parks. The largest land mammal in 
North America faced such exploitation in the 
1800s that their numbers plummeted from 
around 50 million animals to a few hundred. 
The western expansion of European settlement 
led to such over-hunting and the introduction 
of disease threats. Currently wild bison can be 
found in Elk Island National Park, Wood Buffalo 
National Park, the muskeg-filled habitat in the 
northwest corner of Alberta and, most recently, 
Banff National Park. Bison have a simple diet 
of grasses and sedges and have an average 
lifespan of 20-40 years.

 The 2019 Christmas Bird counts will occur through 
out the province during December. Data generated 
by feeder watchers and bush beaters alike 
contribute to the ‘citizen science’ initiative that 
continues to allow us to track changes in species 
abundance throughout North America.

 Visit the parking areas to the south of the Alberta 
Grain Terminal in Edmonton to experience one 
of the best places anywhere to reliably see 
wintering gyrfalcons and prairie falcons.

Wildlife-
Viewing Tips
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Alberta’s Watchable Wildlife Calendar 
2019 is published by the Fish and Wildlife 
Policy Branch, Alberta Environment and 
Parks. For an electronic version of the 
calendar please visit: http://aep.alberta.
ca/recreation-public-use/wildlife-viewing/
watchable-wildlife-calendar.aspx.
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PHOTO CREDITS: ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

January: Great Grey Owl, Peregrine Falcon, Clark’s Nutcracker, 
Silver-haired Bat [GORDON COURT], Marsh Hedge-Nettle [DAVE 
PRESCOTT] 

February: Mountain Goat [MARK BRADLEY], Great Grey Owl, Rocky 
Mountain Parnassian [GERALD ROMANCHUK], Northern Goshawk 
[GORDON COURT] 

March: Northern Saw-whet Owl [GORDON COURT], Red Fox [MONICA 
DAHL], Chestnut-sided Warbler [GERALD ROMANCHUK], Narrow-leaved 
Meadow Sweet [DAVE PRESCOTT]

April: Western Grebe, Glacier Lily [DAVE PRESCOTT], Meads Sulfur 
[GERALD ROMANCHUK], Grizzly Bear [MARK BRADLEY], Mourning Warbler 
[GORDON COURT]

May: Mountain Plover, Chipping Sparrow, Prairie Rattlesnake, Prairie 
Falcon [GORDON COURT], Wee Harlequin Bug [GERALD ROMANCHUK]

June: White-faced Ibis [BRIAN WOLITSKI], Magnolia Warbler, Western 
Painted Turtle, Grizzly Bear [GORDON COURT], Yellow Rail [GERALD 
ROMANCHUK] 

July: Grey Wolf [BRIAN WOLITSKI], Pileated Woodpecker, 
Northern Saw-whet Owl [GORDON COURT], Common Alpine, 
Evening Grosbeak [GERALD ROMANCHUK]

August: American Avocet [WAYNE LYNCH], Cherry-faced 
Meadowhawk [DAVE PRESCOTT], Crab Spider [GERALD 
ROMANCHUK], Prairie Falcon, Hooded Merganser [GORDON 
COURT] 

September: Grizzly Bear, Ovenbird [GERALD ROMANCHUK], 
Honey Bees, Ruffed Grouse  [MONICA DAHL]

October: Merlin [JON GROVES], Wood Lilies [GERALD ROMANCHUK], 
Tree Swallow [MONIQUE RINKEL], Porcupine [WAYNE LING]

November: Great Horned Owl [BRIAN WOLITSKI], Bobcat [MORNA 
HUSSEY], Goatsbeard [DAVE PRESCOTT], Cape May Warbler 
[GERALD ROMANCHUK], Peregrine Falcon [GORDON COURT]

December: Plains Bison [BRIAN WOLITSKI], Grey Partridge 
[GERALD ROMANCHUK], Northern Goshawk and Gadwall, 
Striped Skunk [GORDON COURT]
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