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Ministry Fact Sheet – Mandate and Structure 
The Ministry of Advanced Education is responsible for an adult learning system that provides accessible, affordable 
and high quality education that prepares Albertans for the workforce and rewarding careers. The ministry works 
closely with public post-secondary institutions and private providers to support adult learning, provide educational 
opportunities and enhance the adult learning system. To support affordability, the ministry also provides financial aid 
to Albertans who are accessing post-secondary learning opportunities. Guided by the Alberta 2030: Building Skills for 
Jobs strategy, Advanced Education’s investment in people, infrastructure and research capacity enables the post-
secondary sector to drive job creation and innovation. Advanced Education collaborates with partner ministries and 
stakeholders on initiatives to encourage economic diversification and prosperity, and grow the province’s talent 
pipeline with the skills, knowledge and competencies needed to succeed.  

The Ministry of Advanced Education consists of: 

A more detailed description of Advanced Education and its programs and initiatives can be found at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/advanced-education.aspx  

The Ministry of Advanced Education remains committed to regulatory approaches and program delivery that reduce 
unnecessary government oversight and emphasizes outcomes, in order to improve access to government services, 
attract investment, support innovation and competitiveness, and grow Alberta businesses.  

Ministry business plans should be considered in conjunction with all budget documents - including the Fiscal Plan, 
Government Strategic Plan, and Estimates - which work together to provide a complete overview of government’s 
commitment to responsible fiscal management.
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2023-26 Business Plan  

Outcome 1 
Albertans have the education and skills required to secure rewarding careers in the current and future labour 
market, and to drive Alberta’s economic growth and prosperity 

Through high-quality post-secondary education, Albertans build the knowledge, skills and competencies needed for 
rewarding careers that contribute to economic growth and diversification. Advanced Education is committed to 
working with employers, learning providers, and other stakeholders to ensure Albertans have the lifelong education 
opportunities needed to excel.  

Key Objectives  
1.1 Implement initiatives under the Alberta 2030: Building Skills for Jobs strategy to transform the adult learning 

system and focus on providing the high-quality education, skills and training needed for Alberta’s future. 
1.2 Strengthen the alignment of post-secondary programs to employment and expand innovative learning 

opportunities, such as work integrated learning to meet Albertans’ skills development needs and support labour 
market demand.  

1.3 Ensure government’s investments in student financial supports are responsive to the post-secondary education, 
skills, and training needs of Albertans and the labour market. 

1.4 Implement targeted strategies to strengthen the participation of learners from diverse, under-represented, and 
vulnerable populations in educational programs. 

1.5 Expand enrolment in high demand programs, especially in areas where Alberta is experiencing or anticipates 
workforce shortages.  

1.6 Improve affordability of Alberta Student Loan debt by lengthening the period after completion of studies when 
loans are interest free and payment is not required, lowering the interest rate to the prime rate, and increasing the 
income threshold for the Repayment Assistance Plan. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 

• Advanced Education will invest an additional $117 million in funding in 2023-26, through Targeted Enrolment 
programs, to further address labour market needs and enrolment pressures for a total investment of $288 million.  

• In 2023-24, government will allocate $180.8 million in student aid through scholarships, grants and awards, and 
$1.1 billion through student loans, to help all Albertans benefit from adult learning opportunities. 

• Advanced Education will invest $71.9 million in training in health care professions to strengthen the provision of 
health care for all Albertans, particularly in rural communities.  

Performance Metrics 
1.a Performance Indicator: Percentage of post-secondary graduates who report being employed 

approximately two years after graduation (This metric targets recent post-secondary graduates who are in the 
labour force and not enrolled as full-time students. Results are collected from a biennial survey of graduates from 
Alberta’s publicly funded post-secondary institutions.)  

 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 

Percentage of post-secondary graduates employed 96% 92% 93% 93% 95% 
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1.b Performance Indicator: Percentage of recent post-secondary graduates who report their current main 

job is related to their education program (This metric targets recent post-secondary graduates who are 
employed in a field related to their studies. Results are collected from a biennial survey of graduates from 
Alberta’s publicly funded post-secondary institutions approximately two years after graduation.)  

 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 

Employment relatedness to education 85% 81% 83% 85% 85% 

Outcome 2 
Alberta’s adult learning system is efficient, financially sustainable, and globally competitive 

Alberta taxpayers make a significant investment in Alberta’s post-secondary system and expect it to be responsible 
and accountable for the value of investment. Advanced Education will work with the post-secondary system to drive 
transformation, focusing on cost and performance, and to provide post-secondary institutions with the flexibility and 
freedom they need to innovate and compete globally. This will allow for the attraction of students, faculty and 
research investments from around the world, and enhance the adult learning system’s contribution to Alberta’s 
workforce and economy.  

Key Objectives 
2.1 Continue implementation of the Investment Management Agreements that will incentivise measurable progress 

towards the goals of the Alberta 2030: Building Skills for Jobs strategy and hold institutions accountable for 
results that are important to Albertans. 

2.2 Work with other ministries and partners to grow and align post-secondary research commercialization 
opportunities with economic priorities to develop and attract research talent and investment to Alberta.  

2.3 Implement Alberta’s International Education Strategy, including facilitating the establishment of the Alberta 
Bureau for International Education, to support Alberta learners with study abroad opportunities and to enable 
post-secondary institutions to attract qualified international students who remain in Alberta and contribute to the 
economy.  

2.4 Implement initiatives to protect academic freedom and strengthen free speech at post-secondary institutions. 

Initiatives Supporting Key Objectives 
• In fiscal 2023-24, the ministry will invest $2 billion in operational funding for post-secondary institutions through 

the Operating and Program Support Grant. 
• Advanced Education will allocate $45.7 million for initiatives to attract internationally educated nurses. 

Performance Metrics 
2.a Performance Measure: Total domestic learners enrolled in approved programs offered by Alberta’s 

publicly funded post-secondary institutions (Results exclude apprentices enrolled in the technical training 
portion of their apprenticeship program at a publicly funded post-secondary institution.) 

This measure shows the ministry’s continuing commitment to ensuring accessibility for domestic learners. Targets 
are set to maintain and increase domestic enrolment based on the 2021-22 level.  

In 2021-22, the number of unique domestic learners enrolled in approved programs at Alberta’s publicly funded 
post-secondary institutions was 222,523.  

Targets 2023-24 222,523+ 2024-25 222,523+ 2025-26 222,523+ 
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2.b  Performance Indicator: Provincial operating investment per full-time equivalent (FTE) student (This 
metric demonstrates the provincial operational investment to support an efficient and financially sustainable post-
secondary system. Results are estimates based on data collected from Statistics Canada, which enables 
comparability across provinces. Twenty-two publicly funded post-secondary institutions in Alberta are included.)  

In 2020-21, the provincial government invested $11,429 for each FTE student enrolled in approved programs at 
Alberta’s publicly funded post-secondary institutions. This result was higher than British Columbia ($11,336) and 
Ontario ($6,738). (2021-22 data will be available in January 2024.)  

 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

Provincial operating investment per FTE student $14,127 $14,197 $13,967 $12,666 $11,429 
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