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Overview 

The Minister’s Disability Advisory Forum is designed 

to build collaborative relationships with the disability 

community by providing an opportunity for the 

Minister of Community and Social Services to seek 

ideas and input from key disability stakeholders.  

 

Albertans with disabilities, their families, advocacy 

groups, disability service providers, and others are 

invited to participate in the Minister’s Disability 

Advisory Forums based on their knowledge and 

involvement with specific disability related 

opportunities and challenges. Although the 

Minister’s Disability Advisory Forum is not a 

decision-making body, forum discussions will help 

inform government planning on disability policy, 

programs and services.  

 

The first forum was held in Calgary on October 4, 

2019, and participants were asked to share their 

thoughts on eligibility requirements for the Persons 

with Developmental Disabilities (PDD) program and 

the potential for a comprehensive disability program.  

PDD Eligibility  
Background  

Since it began, the PDD program has required that 

applicants meet the following eligibility requirements:  

 must have acquired the developmental disability 

before turning 18 

 a significant limitation in intellectual capacity  

 a significant limitation in adaptive functioning 

(daily living skills) 

 

In 2009, the Developmental Disabilities Regulation 

was introduced. It defined “significant limitation in 

intellectual capacity” as requiring an IQ score of 70 

or less. The regulation also introduced a new 

approach to assessing adaptive functioning.  

 

This definition provided additional clarity and 

consistency in who was eligible, but has resulted in 

concerns that some individuals are unable to get 

supports they need. 

Alberta Government Commitments  

The government committed to addressing these 

issues in one of two ways:  

 restoring the pre-2009 eligibility criteria, or 

 combining the PDD program with other disability 

programs and initiatives into comprehensive 

programming that is family and individual-centred 

 

A summary of participants’ reflections and input on 

these commitments is included below. This is a 

summary document only and may not reflect 

everything heard during the day’s discussion.     

Pre-2009 PDD Eligibility  

Participants generally supported the pre-2009 policy, 

while recognizing the value of consistent decisions. 

Most participants felt the flexibility before 2009 was 

limited in practice and still left people without needed 

support.  

 

Returning to the pre-2009 policy may pose 

challenges to the program, given current constraints 

on service provider and workforce capacity and the 

growing complexity and diversity of needs.  
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Many participants pointed to changes in the broader 

disability environment since 2009, including: 

 greater awareness and knowledge of disabilities 

and their impact  

 evolving diagnostic practices (e.g. how IQ scores 

are used)  

 continued emphasis on community-based 

services  

 growing focus on rights   

 aging population (including family caregivers) 

 

While many participants supported the pre-2009 

policy, possibly as an interim step, most believed 

more significant change should be considered.  

Comprehensive Disability 
Program 

The second option – incorporating the PDD program 

with Family Supports for Children with Disabilities 

(FSCD) program, Brain Injury Initiative and FASD 

Networks funding – received broad support from 

most participants.   

 

For many, it offered the potential to streamline 

access and transitions between programs, reduce 

gaps and improve equity in services, and better 

support individuals as their needs evolve. However, 

it also posed potential challenges.    

 

Since not all the current programs offer the same 

level or types of support, participants emphasized 

the need to ensure that no one loses out under this 

option. Several participants also stressed the 

specialization of current supports not be lost. 

 

Broadly, participants wanted clarification on the 

nature and scale of the change: is the 

comprehensive program just a combination of 

existing programs—or would it represent a more 

fundamental shift in approach (what some described 

as a pan-disability program)?        

 

Overall, participants supported proceeding with a 

comprehensive disability program, but carefully and 

in collaboration with community partners. 

Participants also suggested the use of pilot projects 

as a way to understand the impacts of the changes.  

Key Considerations and Advice 

Looking forward, participants identified a number of 

attributes or features of how PDD – or a more 

comprehensive program – should work. First, 

eligibility decisions should be based more on 

individuals’ needs, rather than a single IQ score. 

This involves hearing the voices of individuals with 

disabilities and their families throughout the process.  

 

Other desired features included a person-centred 

approach to eligibility and services, predictability and 

transparency in how decisions are made, and 

services that are responsive to unique and changing 

needs across the lifespan.     

More fundamentally, participants noted the 

importance of a clear vision for the program—one 

that can help deliver on defined outcomes. A clear 

vision also involves clarifying roles and improving 

coordination with other services, including those 

provided by Health, Education and Justice.  

 

Given the pressures on system capacity, some 

participants suggested reviewing how existing 

resources are spent and whether desired outcomes 

can be achieved more effectively and efficiently.  

 

Finally, several participants agreed that while 

improving PDD or other disability supports is vital, 

the quality of life for individuals also depends on the 

ability of communities to be welcoming to those with 

disabilities.  

 

  

Working towards inclusion  

Most participants agreed PDD should not be all 

things to all people. They reinforced the value 

of access to generic services such as health, 

education and employment. 

https://open.alberta.ca/licence


Minister’s Disability Advisory Forum 
©2019 Government of Alberta / Community and Social Services   

ISBN 978-1-4601-4601-9 / Issued under the Open Government License – Alberta (https://open.alberta.ca/licence) October 2019 

Appendix  

List of Participating Organizations 

Advocate for Persons with Disabilities 

Alberta Council of Disability Services 

Albertans Advocating for Change Together 

ALIGN 

Autism Calgary 

Autism Edmonton 

Autism Society Alberta 

Canada FASD Research Network 

Calgary Fetal Alcohol Network 

College of Alberta Psychologists 

FSCD Provincial Parent Advisory Committee 

Inclusion Alberta 

Opokaa’sin Early Intervention Society: First Nations 

PDD Review Panel Members 

Premier’s Council on the Status of Persons with 
Disabilities 

Self Advocacy Federation of Edmonton and Area 

Skills Society 

Southern Alberta Brain Injury Society  
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