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Castle Management Plan:  
What We Heard and Where We’re Going 
 

Since consultation commenced on January 20th, 2017 on the draft Management Plan for the newly 
created Castle Provincial Park and the Castle Wildland Provincial Park, the Government of Alberta has 
heard from thousands of Albertans about the importance of these parks.  
 
Valuable feedback has been received and Alberta Parks has developed a revised draft Management 
Plan to address some of the concerns and suggestions that have been shared. The draft plan sets out 
objectives and strategies for management of the parks over a 10-year period. 
 

What’s in the Revised Plan? 
 
The revised management plan includes the following considerations: 
 

 Alberta hunters will be allowed to recover game through limited use of trail networks during 
hunting season.   

 

 Alberta ranchers will see grazing permits managed by rangelands staff. The province will 
continue to work with permit holders on a formalized agreement. 

 

 Alberta anglers will see Alberta’s fish populations protected through fish recovery strategies, 
including the threatened Bull Trout and Westslope Cutthroat Trout. 

 

 Albertans with mobility issues, including the elderly, will be given special consideration to ensure 
park access is inclusive. 

 

 No changes to the current state-of-trail access will be made in the upcoming year for off-
highway vehicles use. The focus will be on closing illegal trails and creating proper signage. 

 

 There will be increased enforcement to prevent irresponsible activities in the Castle parks.  
 

 The revised plan includes maintaining northern access and routes into the park from the 
Crowsnest Pass. 
 

For a full description of the revisions to the Castle Draft Management Plan, refer to the document: 
Castle Management Plan Addendum – March 2017 on the Castle Provincial Park and Castle Wildland 
Provincial Park Draft Management Plan website. 

 

 
Significance 
 

The Castle area represents one of the most important natural sites in Alberta. It is a unique ecosystem 
that is internationally recognized for its biodiversity and landscapes. It encompasses headwaters which 
supply one third of all the water in the Oldman Watershed, and it contains immeasurably valuable 
habitat for species such as grizzly bear, wolverine, westslope cutthroat trout, and harlequin ducks.  
 
Sharing borders with Waterton National Park to the south, British Columbia to the west, and the 
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Crowsnest Pass to the north, the Castle area is part of the Crown of the Continent, and an important 
link in major Rocky Mountain wildlife habitats and corridors. Numerous archaeological, historical and 
First Nations traditional-use sites are known to exist in the Castle area. This area also has the potential 
to contribute significantly to the local and provincial tourism economy. 
 

 

Management Approach 
 

Due to the complex nature of the landscape, habitats, current and traditional uses, and engaged 
stakeholders, the Castle Provincial Park and the Castle Wildland Provincial Park must be managed 
through a balance of diverse objectives. Given the extremely high ecological and cultural values, 
conservation will be the primary objective of both parks. Management of the ecosystem, the natural 
processes, and the visitor’s experience will be informed by the best available science, by the most 
current information and models, and by First Nation Traditional Ecological Knowledge.  
 
Management practices will consider past, current and future users, the perspectives of local 
communities and stakeholders, and wherever possible, incorporate long-standing land-management 
practices such as grazing and hunting. A wide range of recreational activities will be supported, and the 
development of new compatible experiences will be encouraged. 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
The consultation period has now been extended for an additional 30-days until April 19th, 2017. 
Additionally, a series of public information sessions and stakeholder meetings will begin on March 8th 
and will provide Albertans the opportunity to share ideas for how to manage Castle Provincial Park and 
Castle Wildland Provincial Park and surrounding public lands into the future.  
 
You can find more details on how you may continue the Castle conversation on the Castle Provincial 
Park and Castle Wildland Provincial Park Draft Management Plan website. 
 

 
 


