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General Outcomes 
General outcomes are broad statements identifying the knowledge, skills and attitudes that students are 
expected to achieve in the course of their language learning experience.  The four general outcomes serve 
as the foundation for the program of studies. 
 

Applications 
 

 
Students will use German in a 
variety of situations and for a 
variety of purposes. 
 

 
A–1 to receive and impart information 
A–2 to express emotions and personal 

perspectives  
A–3 to get things done 
A–4 to form, maintain and change interpersonal 

relationships 
A–5 to extend their knowledge of the world 
A–6 for imaginative purposes and personal 

enjoyment  

Language Competence 
 

 
Students will understand and 
produce German effectively 
and competently in spoken 
and written forms. 
 

 
LC–1 interpret and produce oral texts 
LC–2 interpret and produce written texts, 

graphics and images  
LC–3 attend to form  
LC–4 apply knowledge of how discourse is 

organized, structured and sequenced in 
German 

LC–5 apply knowledge of the sociocultural 
context 

Global Citizenship 
 

 
Students will acquire the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the 
cultures of the German-speaking 
world. 

 
GC–1 historical and contemporary elements of 

the cultures of German-speaking peoples 
GC–2 affirming and valuing diversity  
GC–3 personal and career opportunities 
 

Strategies 
 

 
Students will know and use various 
strategies to maximize the effectiveness 
of learning and communication. 
 

 
S–1 language learning 
S–2 language use 
S–3 general learning 

 

  

  



 
Applications 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand and respond to simple questions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Daily Routine 
At the beginning of every class, toss a bean bag to a student and ask a simple question; e.g., Wie geht’s? 
(How are you?) or Wie heiβt du? (What’s your name?).  Once the student has responded, have him or her 
toss the bean bag to another student, asking a different simple question.  Have the students continue with 
the exchange for three to four minutes. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand and respond to simple questions? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they begin the question and 
answer bean bag toss.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to understand and respond to simple 
questions (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify people, places and specific things 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Let’s Make a Poster 
Have the students design posters of people, places or things using magazine pictures or their own 
drawings.  Ask the students to present their posters in the form of a trade show.  Half the class displays 
their posters around the classroom while the remaining students rotate from one poster to the next.  
Students orally present their posters to classmates as they visit each station.  Indicate when students 
should switch to the next presenter by ringing a bell.  After the students have visited several stations, have 
them switch roles and the other half of the class presents their posters to classmates. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify people, places and specific things? 

 
Anecdotal Notes  
Observe students as they present their posters.  Note and record how well they are able to identify people, 
places and things (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. ask for and provide basic information 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Interview 
Invite the students to conduct simple interviews in pairs using simple questions; e.g., Wie heiβt du? 
(What’s your name?), Was ist deine Telefonnummer? (What’s your telephone number?), Was ist deine 
Adresse? (What’s your address?)  Students may choose to play the part of an imaginary or famous person. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask for and provide basic information? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they participate in the interviews.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students 
are able to ask for and provide basic information.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed.  
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.1  share ideas, thoughts, opinions, preferences 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express a personal response and simple preferences 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Ich mag das. (I like that.) / Ich mag das nicht. (I don’t like that.) 
Using pictures from magazines that depict a variety of activities, ask the students which people, places or 
things they like or don’t like.  Use the expression: Magst du ____________? (Do you like _______ ?) 
Magst du ___________ nicht? (Do you not like ________ ?)  Introduce intensifiers such as sehr viel 
(very, very much) and sehr (a lot). 
 
As an extension, have the students draw two or three of their own favourite people, places or things and 
then, working in pairs or small groups, ask each other the question, Magst du __________ ?  (Do you like 
_______ ?) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express a personal response and simple preferences? 

 
Rating Scale  
Create an outcome-based rating scale it and share with the students before they answer questions about 
their preferences.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to express a personal response 
and simple preferences (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.1  share ideas, thoughts, opinions, preferences 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. ask about and identify favourite people, places, things and activities 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Favourite Activities and Interests Survey 
As a class, brainstorm activities in which students participate outside of school.  Have the students form 
small groups and conduct surveys of their favourite activities and interests, using sentence frames.  For 
example:  
− Was ist dein Lieblingsvideo [-gericht, -sport]? (What is your favourite video [meal, sport]?) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask about and identify favourite people, places, things and activities? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they conduct surveys.  Note and record how well they are able to ask about and 
identify favourite people, places, things and activities (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.2  share emotions, feelings 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify and use expressions for a variety of emotions and feelings; e.g., ask and 

respond to questions about well-being (Wie geht’s?) 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Collages 
Have the students prepare collages to demonstrate their emotions and feelings.  Discuss with the students 
the vocabulary in German associated with identifying emotions and feelings.  The collages are then 
presented orally.  The activity may be further extended by having the students write simple sentences to 
explain their collages. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify and use expressions for a variety of emotions and feelings; e.g., ask and respond to questions 

about well-being: (Wie geht’s?) 
 

Observation Checklist  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they create and present their 
collages.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to change to identify and use expressions for a 
variety of emotions and feelings; e.g., ask and respond to questions about well-being: (Wie geht’s?) (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 



 

156 / 10-3Y German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 
2011 Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 

 
Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.1  guide actions of others 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. ask for permission, and make a variety of simple requests 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Around the School Game 
Invite the students to play a game entitled “Around the School.”  In preparation, place labels with the 
names of places in the school around the room; e.g., Toilette, Sekretariat, Bibliothek (washroom, office, 
library).  Have the students then randomly select a card that directs them to a particular place.  Have them 
ask you for permission to go to that location.  If permission is asked correctly, they proceed to that 
location.  For example: 
− Darf ich zur Toilette gehen?  (May I go to the washroom?) 
− Darf ich zur Bibliothek gehen?  (May I go to the library?) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask for permission, and make a variety of simple requests? 

 
Observation Checklist  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they ask for permission.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to ask for permission, and make a variety of simple requests (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.1  guide actions of others 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. give and respond to simple oral instructions or commands 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Simon Says 
Involve the students in a game of “Simon Says” or “Simon sagt” using simple commands.  Review 
classroom commands with the students, such as open the door, turn on the light, open the window, pass 
the paper, and line up.  Call out commands and have the students act out accordingly.  Once students are 
familiar with the commands, they may act as “Simon” and give commands to their classmates.  Sample 
commands include: 
− Steht auf! (Stand up.) 
− Setzt euch hin! (Sit down.) 
− Macht ein Buch auf! (Open a book.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− give and respond to simple oral instructions or commands? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist  
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they begin the 
game of “Simon Says.”  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to give and respond to 
simple oral instructions or commands (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Checklist). 

 

\ 

Focus for Assessment 



 

158 / 10-3Y German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 
2011 Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 

 
Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.1  guide actions of others 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. suggest a course of action 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Simple Tasks 
Compile a list of simple tasks; e.g., identify the best way to get to the library.  Have the students work in 
pairs to select a task and suggest a course of action.  Students must offer one suggestion each per task.  
For example: 
– Du gehst 20m und dann rechts. Du gehst geradeaus, durch die Tür, und da ist die Bibliothek. (Walk 

20 metres and turn right.  Continue straight, pass through the doors, and there is the library.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− suggest a course of action? 

 
Learning Log  
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to suggest a course of action. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express a wish or desire to do something 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Miming 
Introduce the verb mögen (to like) and explain how möchten is used to express a wish or desire to do 
something; e.g., Ich möchte Fuβball spielen. (I would like to play soccer).  Have the students ask each 
other what they would like and what would they like to do and mime their answers.  For example, Was 
möchtest du machen? (What would you like to do?)  Student mimes sleeping. Ahh, du möchtest schlafen! 
(Ahh, you’d like to sleep!) 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express a wish or desire to do something? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they interview one another regarding what they would like to do.  Note and record 
how well they are able to express a wish or desire to do something (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. express ability or inability to do something 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Bingo 
Prepare a four-by-four or five-by-five grid with each space on the grid containing a picture of a sport or 
activity; e.g., playing piano, knitting, ballroom dancing.  Have the students circulate through the class and 
ask one another if they can perform the activity; e.g., Kannst du Klavier spielen? (Can you play the 
piano?).  If a student replies affirmatively, e.g., Ja, ich kann Klavier spielen. (Yes, I can play piano.), the 
interviewer writes the name of that student in the corresponding box on the grid.  Have the students 
circulate until all activities have a different name. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express ability or inability to do something? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they survey one another.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to express ability or inability to do something (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. state personal actions in the present 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

A Typical Day 
Have the students create simple electronic slide shows of a typical day in lives.  Each photograph or 
image in the slide show should be accompanied by two to three oral or written sentences of description.  
Have the students present their slide shows to one another. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− state personal actions in the present? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they create 
their slide shows.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to state personal actions 
in the present (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.3  manage group actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express and manage turn taking 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Fun and Games 
Invite the students to play board games or card games related to the theme of study (e.g., colours, 
numbers) and use German to manage turn taking; e.g.,  
– Wer ist dran?  (Whose turn is it?) 
– Du bist dran.  (It is your turn.) 
– Ich bin dran.  (It is my turn.) 
– Hurra!  (Hooray!) 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express and manage turn taking? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist  
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they begin the 
games.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to express and manage turn taking (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.3  manage group actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. encourage other group members to act appropriately 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

What Is Appropriate? 
Write several expressions on the board, such as: 
– Gut gemacht! (Good work!) 
– Ruhe bitte! (Quiet please!) 
– Fantastisch! (Fantastic!) 
– Sehr gut! (Good!) 
– Ausgezeichnet! (Outstanding!) 
– Wunderbar! (Marvellous!). 
 
Show pictures or photographs of students involved in group work.  Ask the students to match each 
expression with a picture—first as a group, and then when called individually.   
 
Encourage students to use these expressions during group and partner activities. 
  

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− encourage other group members to act appropriately? 

 
Learning Log  
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to encourage other group 
members to act appropriately. 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.3  manage group actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. ask for help or clarification of what is being said or done  

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Wie bitte? (Pardon Me?) 
Present the students with vocabulary used to ask for help or for clarification of what is being said or done; 
e.g., Kannst du mir helfen? (Can you help me?), Wie bitte? (Pardon me?), Kannst du das wiederholen, 
bitte? (Can you repeat that, please?).  Dictate a short text for the students to write.  Have the students ask 
for clarification if they did not know or understand what you are saying. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask for help or clarification of what is being said or done? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they begin the 
dictation exercise.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to ask for help or clarification 
of what is being said or done (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. exchange greetings and farewells 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Let’s Say Hello! 
Present a variety of greetings and farewells; e.g., Guten Tag, Grüβ Gott, Guten Morgen (Good 
morning/good day, hello, good morning).  Invite the students to role-play how to exchange greetings and 
farewells in pairs.  Encourage the students to use German to say hello and good-bye to friends outside of 
the classroom. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− exchange greetings and farewells? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they role-play greetings and 
farewells.  Use the rubric to evaluate how well students are able to exchange greetings and farewells (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric or Rubric and Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. address a new acquaintance, and introduce themselves 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Greeting Another Class 
Teach the students how to greet a new acquaintance and introduce themselves.  Arrange to pair up with 
another German class in the school.  When the students meet, they greet each other and introduce 
themselves.  Once everyone has done so, have the students pair up and introduce their partners to the 
class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− address a new acquaintance, and introduce themselves? 

 
Anecdotal Notes  
Observe students as they participate interact with the other class.  Note and record how well they are able 
to address a new acquaintance, and introduce themselves (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. exchange some basic personal information 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Getting to Know Someone  
Have the students prepare simple skits or dialogues that include greetings, basic information (e.g., age, 
name) and closing expressions.  Provide the students with sample dialogues that they can modify to 
prepare their own dialogues that demonstrate getting to know someone new.  Invite the students to present 
their skits to the class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− exchange some basic personal information? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they prepare simple skits or 
dialogues.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to exchange some basic personal 
information (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.1  discover and explore 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. ask questions to gain knowledge and clarify understanding, and seek information 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Props 
Present the students with phrases used to clarify understanding and seek information; e.g., Wie sagt man 
______ auf Deutsch? (How do you say _______ in German?) or Was ist das auf English? (What is that in 
English?).  Divide the students into groups of three to five, and provide each group with props belonging 
to a certain theme.  Have the groups ask questions of one another to figure out the names of their props. 
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students use the same props to spark descriptive sentences; e.g., Das neue 
Deutschbuch ist schwer. (The new German book is heavy.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask questions to gain knowledge and clarify understanding, and seek information? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they ask one another questions 
regarding their props.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to ask questions to gain knowledge 
and clarify understanding, and seek information (see sample blackline master in Appendix D: 
Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.1  discover and explore 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. investigate the immediate environment 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

I Spy 
Have the students play the game “Ich sehe was, was du nicht siehst.” (“I Spy.”), in which a student 
describes an object in the classroom and the others try to identify the object being described. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− investigate the immediate environment? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they play “I Spy.”  Note and record how well they are able to investigate the 
immediate environment (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.2  gather and organize information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. gather, organize, categorize and record simple information using a variety of 

resources; e.g., print, audio, visual, multimedia, human 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Vocabulary 
Divide the students into small groups and provide each group with an extensive list of German 
vocabulary words.  Instruct the groups to collaborate and devise a good way of organizing the vocabulary 
so that it is easy to learn and remember.  Provide the students with examples; e.g., masculine, feminine or 
neutral words.  Also encourage students to explore various ways of recording the words; e.g., with a 
visual attached, an audio recording of the word’s pronunciation.  Once completed, have the groups share 
their strategies for organizing the words. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− gather, organize, categorize and record simple information using a variety of resources; e.g., print, 

audio, visual, multimedia, human? 
 

Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they organize their vocabulary 
lists into groups.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to gather, organize, categorize and record 
simple information using a variety of resources; e.g., print, audio, visual, multimedia, human (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.3  explore opinions and values 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. respond to the preferences, opinions, ideas and products of others 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Opinions 
Pose an opinion question to the students; e.g., Welche Eishockeymannschaft ist besser, die Oilers oder die 
Flames? (Which team is better, the Oilers or the Flames?).  As students voice their opinions, encourage 
respectful responses; e.g., Ich bin auch dieser Meinung. (That’s my opinion too.).  Collect a list of 
responses on the board.  Pose another opinion question, and as students voice their opinions, have other 
students respond using phrases from the list on the board. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− respond to the preferences, opinions, ideas and products of others? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they respond to 
the opinion question.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to respond to the 
preferences, opinions, ideas and products of others (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.3  explore opinions and values 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize differences of opinion 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Opinion Reflection 
After an activity in which students are asked to express opinions and respond to the opinions of others, 
ask the students to examine the differences in opinion. Have the students organize the different opinions 
into groups; e.g., believe the Flames are better than the Oilers, believe the Oilers are better than the 
Flames and believe neither are as good as another team. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize differences of opinion? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they reflect on the different opinions expressed.  Make mental notes of the extent to 
which students are able to recognize differences of opinion.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as 
needed.  
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.3  explore opinions and values 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. make connections between behaviour and values 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Values and Behaviour 
Present the students with an example of a value; e.g., patriotism.  Brainstorm the variety of actions a 
person or a society can perform to demonstrate patriotism; e.g., wearing a flag on one’s backpack.  
Explore a variety of values (personal, cultural, societal, etc.) and elicit examples of behaviours that are 
connected with them. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− make connections between behaviour and values? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to make connections between 
behaviours and values.  For example:  
− I learned that … 
− This is similar to … 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.4  solve problems 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize a problem, and choose between given alternative solutions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Solutions 
Brainstorm with the students scenarios of simple school problems; e.g., insufficient time between classes, 
poor selection of vending machine foods.  Then, lead a brainstorming session in German of possible 
solutions.  Record solutions on the board.  Divide the students into small groups and assign a solution to 
each group.  Have each group examine its solution and record possible pros and cons on chart paper.  
Display student responses and lead a discussion on which solution would be the best one to choose. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize a problem, and choose between alternative solutions? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they discuss possible solutions to 
a problem.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to choose between alternative solutions (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.1  humour/fun 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German for fun; e.g., rhymes, songs, games, poems, riddles 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Tongue Twisters 
Provide the students with tongue twisters in German.  After they have had time to practise the tongue 
twisters in pairs or in groups, ask the students to present the twisters to the class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German for fun; e.g., rhymes, songs, games, poems, riddles? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they take turns saying tongue 
twisters.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to use German for fun (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.2  creative/aesthetic purposes 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German creatively; e.g., comic strip captions, concrete and/or acrostic 

poetry, stories 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Create a Poem Using Your Name 
Invite the students to compose a poem based on their own names or a German name.  Explain that each 
line should be a word or phrase describing a favourite activity or personal quality and should include a 
letter from the name.  For example, using the name Hans: 
 hilfsbereit (helpful) 
 athletisch (athletic) 
 nett (nice) 
 stark (strong) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German creatively; e.g., comic strip captions, concrete and/or acrostic poetry, stories? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they create 
their poems.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to use German creatively (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment Checklist). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.3  personal enjoyment 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German for personal enjoyment; e.g., make a collection of pictures, listen to 

songs 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Game Time 
Teach the students to play common board games, such as Bingo or Snakes and Ladders, or memory 
games related to the theme of study in German.  Have them form small groups and play the games, using 
proper vocabulary for taking turns and rolling dice.  Assure that relevant vocabulary is posted and 
available for student reference to optimize the use of German during game-playing activities. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German for personal enjoyment; e.g., make a collection of pictures, listen to songs? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they play the games.  Note and record how well they are able to use German for 
personal enjoyment (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



Language Competence 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.1  aural interpretation 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand the main points of short oral texts on familiar topics, in guided 

situations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Listen and Guess 
Post pictures of people around the classroom and number each picture.  Describe each person and ask the 
students to guess which person corresponds to the description.  This same activity can be done with food, 
vegetables or seasons. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand the main points of short oral texts on familiar topics, in guided situations? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they listen to the descriptions.  
Use the checklist to assess if students are able to understand the main points of short oral texts on familiar 
topics, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.2  oral production 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. produce short, simple oral texts, using familiar structures, in a variety of guided 

situations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Thematic Collage 
Ask the students to cut out pictures from magazines and prepare collages related to the theme of study.  
Working in small groups, students then take turns describing, in German, one of the pictures in the 
collage.  The other group members must try to guess which picture is being described. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− produce short, simple oral texts, using familiar structures, in a variety of guided situations? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they describe their collages.  
Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to produce short, simple oral texts, using familiar 
structures, in a variety of guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 
2 or 3). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.3  interactive fluency 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. interact, using a combination of words, phrases and simple sentences, in guided 

situations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Role-plays 
Divide the class into two teams and ask for a volunteer from each team to come to the front of the class.  
Provide the two students with a scenario; e.g., setting the dinner table, ordering in a coffee shop.  The two 
students have to work together to improvise a skit by taking turns saying simple sentences.  Provide 
guidance as needed.  The skit ends when a student cannot think of a follow-up sentence and the next two 
students step up. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− interact, using a combination of words, phrases and simple sentences, in guided situations? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they interact in the skits.  Note and record how well they are able to interact, using a 
combination of words, phrases and simple sentences, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.1  written interpretation 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand the main points of short written texts on familiar topics, in guided 

situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Jigsaw 
Locate or prepare a short, simple text.  Divide the text into three or four sections, making each section 
about three or four sentences in length.  Have the students form groups of three or four.  Give each 
member of the group the same section of the text.  Have the students read their section of the text together 
and discuss.  Next, they form new groups in which each member of the group has a different part of the 
text.  Ask the students to then read the text sections together, put them into the correct order and then 
present the main ideas of the text in an illustration, or oral summary or a written summary. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand the main points of short written texts on familiar topics, in guided situations? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they work 
together to reassemble the text.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to understand the 
main points of short written texts on familiar topics, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.2  written production 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. produce short, simple written texts, using familiar structures, in a variety of 

guided situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Picture Book 
Have the students create thematic picture books for younger students using simple German words from 
the lexical fields studied, such as school, community and family and friends.  Groups of students can 
combine their picture books into anthologies on a particular theme. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− produce short, simple written texts, using familiar structures, in a variety of guided situations? 

 
Conferences 
Meet with the students and have them present their picture books.  Together, the teacher and student 
discuss how well the assignment’s objective was met and set goals for future learning. 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.3  viewing 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. derive meaning from a variety of visuals and other forms of nonverbal 

communication, in guided situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Creating a Story 
Provide the students with pictures that accompany a simple story.  Allow the students to create their own 
simple stories, individually or in groups, based on the pictures provided.  Provide the students with a story 
map to help them organize their ideas.  After they have completed their own versions of the story, read 
them the actual story that accompanies the pictures. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− derive meaning from a variety of visuals and other forms of nonverbal communication, in guided 

situations? 
 

Informal Observation 
Observe students as they create their own stories based on the pictures.  Make mental notes of the extent 
to which students are able to derive meaning from a variety of visuals and other forms of nonverbal 
communication in guided situations.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.4  representing 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express meaning, using a variety of visuals and other forms of nonverbal 

communication, in guided situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

A Picture Story 
Have the students create a picture or a sequence of pictures that tell a simple story.  Ask the students to 
focus on how the picture tells the story; e.g., conveys mood, depicts the plot.  Have them orally present 
their story in the correct sequence to the teacher or to a small group.   
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express meaning, using a variety of visuals and other forms of nonverbal communication, in guided 

situations? 
 

Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they create their pictures.  Use 
the rating scale to assess how well students are able to express meaning, using a variety of visuals and 
other forms of nonverbal communication, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in  
Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3).  
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.1  phonology 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. distinguish all the sounds of German 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Recognize the Word 
Prepare pairs of words that sound similar and give the list to the students.  Read one word from each pair 
to the class, and have the students circle the word they hear on a word list; e.g., 
 wo – froh  (where – happy) 

wer – der  (who – the) 
wir – Tier  (us – animal). 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− distinguish all the sounds of German? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they receive the word list.  Use 
the checklist to assess if students are able to distinguish all the sounds of (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.1  phonology 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. pronounce learned words and phrases comprehensibly 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Let’s Record It! 
Encourage the students to play back their recordings and decide if their reading is easy to understand. 
Divide the students into small groups.  Have each group make an audio recording of a simple playscript 
or story.  The recordings are then played to the rest of the class, as pictures representing the story line are 
displayed. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− pronounce learned words and phrases comprehensibly? 

 
Long-term Goal Setting 
Listen to the recordings with the students.  Make some suggestions about the students’ pronunciation of 
common words and phrases.  Set goals together (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Long-term 
Goal Setting). 

 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.1  phonology 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. recognize and imitate intonation to express meaning 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Skits 
Provide the students with a list of basic statements, questions and exclamations, and model the 
appropriate intonation for each.  Ask the students to prepare short skits using the appropriate intonation of 
the expressions on the list; e.g., Das ist ein Tiger. vs. Das ist ein Tiger? vs. Das ist ein Tiger! (That’s a 
tiger. vs. That’s a tiger? vs. That’s a tiger!).  If possible, bring in recordings of authentic German 
conversations for the students to imitate. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and imitate intonation to express meaning? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they practise intonation.  Note and record how well they are able to recognize and 
imitate intonation to express meaning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.2  orthography 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and use some basic spelling patterns, and recognize and use 

capitalization 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Capitalization Rules 
Have the students compare capitalization rules for English, French and German, e.g., months, days of the 
week, nationalities, titles, using reference texts and the Internet to find examples. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and use some basic spelling patterns, and recognize and use capitalization? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to recognize basic capitalization 
and rules in German. 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.3  lexicon 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use a repertoire of words and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of 

lexical fields, including: 
Personal Domain: Education: Landeskunde: 
− personal identity – subjects and timetables – geography/topography 
− relationships – school facilities – climate, weather, seasons 
− pets, animals – classroom routines – European context 
− the home – school systems – contemporary life and issues 
− daily routines Food:  – German civilization 
− future plans – meals – literature and folklore 
Leisure and Recreation: – restaurants Health and Body: 
− hobbies – shopping – body parts 
− interests – nutrition – illness and injury 
− sports and exercise Popular Culture: – clothing 
− entertainment – music  Other Areas: 
− travel and vacation – mass media – any other lexical fields that 
− transportation – fashion   meet the needs and interests 

 – advertising   of students 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Pictorial Crossword Puzzles 
Divide the students into small groups and have each group construct a crossword puzzle using the words 
from a certain lexical field.  If clues for a word are too difficult for students to write, have them use 
pictures or drawings instead.  Once all puzzles are complete, make photocopies and distribute them to the 
students.  Encourage the students to use them to review and learn vocabulary. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use a repertoire of words and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of lexical fields? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they create 
crossword puzzles.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use a repertoire of words 
and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of lexical fields.  Encourage students to set goals for 
future learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist and 
Goal Setting). 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and use, in modelled situations, the following grammatical elements: 

− modal verbs in present tense (e.g., kann, darf) and placement of infinitive 
(e.g., Ich möchte Wasser trinken.) 

− imperative mood (all forms) 
− sentence structure: time/manner/place 
− subordinate clauses beginning with weil, dass 
− prepositions with accusative and dative 
− position of adverbs of preference (e.g., gern) 
− structure of compound sentences 

 

 Modelled Situations:  This term is used to describe learning situations where a model of specific linguistic 
elements is consistently provided and immediately available.  Students in such situations will have an 
emerging awareness of the linguistic elements and will be able to apply them in very limited situations.  
Limited fluency and confidence characterize student language. 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Short Story 
Present the students with a simple question in the second person singular; e.g., Weiβt du, warum ich 
Fuβball spiele? (Do you know why I play soccer?).  Present examples of subordinate clauses beginning 
with weil (because).  Have students create four to five illustrations giving four to five different answers to 
the question; e.g., Weil Fuβball Spaβ macht. (Because soccer is fun.).  Compile students’ responses into a 
small book. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and use, in modelled situations, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and on how well they were able to recognize and use, in 
modelled situations, subordinate clauses beginning with weil, dass; e.g.,  
− This reminds me of … 
− I learned … 
− I would like to learn how to … 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. use, in structured situations,  the following grammatical elements: 

− compound nouns 
− perfect tense (limited selection of verbs) 
− separable verbs 
− articles with familiar nouns in nominative and accusative 
− possessive pronouns in nominative and accusative 
− negation (nicht/kein) 
− comparative form of adjectives (e.g., kleiner als) 
− formal address (Sie) 
− sentence structure: inversion following expressions of time and/or place 

(e.g., Heute gehe ich …) 
 

 Structured Situations:  This term is used to describe learning situations where a familiar context for the use 
of specific linguistic elements is provided and students are guided in the use of these linguistic elements.  
Students in such situations will have increased awareness and emerging control of the linguistic elements 
and will be able to apply them in familiar contexts with teacher guidance.  Student language is characterized 
by increasing fluency and confidence. 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Comparisons 
Using a software tool, have the students prepare a visual presentation comparing different things.  The 
images in the presentation should each contain a comparison between two or three images.  Students can 
choose random objects or objects within a theme; e.g., classroom objects.  Have the students share their 
presentations with one another. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use, in structured situations, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they prepare 
their presentations.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to use, in structured 
situations, comparative forms of adjectives (e.g., kleiner als) (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Peer-assessment Checklist). 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. use, independently and consistently,  the following grammatical elements: 

− gender and plural of familiar nouns 
− noun and verb agreement with familiar words 
− present tense 
− personal pronouns in nominative 
− structure of simple declarative sentences (e.g., Julian kauft eine Mütze. Gabi 

wohnt hier.) 
− yes/no questions (e.g., Hast du eine Katze?) 
− simple questions using wer, wie, was, wo 
− coordinating conjunctions (und, oder, aber) 

 

 Independently and consistently:  This term is used to describe learning situations where students use 
specific linguistic elements in a variety of contexts with limited teacher guidance.  Students in such 
situations will have consistent control of the linguistic elements and will be able to apply them in a variety 
of contexts with limited teacher guidance.  Fluency and confidence characterize student language. 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Question and Answer 
Divide the students into small groups and provide each group with an object; e.g., a stuffed animal.  
Instruct each group to come up with multiple questions regarding the object; for example, Wer hat ein 
Kuscheltier? (Who has a cuddly toy?) Wie heiβt dieses Kuscheltier? (What’s this toy’s name?).  Have the 
groups record their questions and then exchange the object and questions with another group.  Groups 
then answer the questions given to them. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use, independently and consistently, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they create and answer simple 
questions.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to use, independently and 
consistently, simple questions using wer, wie, was, wo (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3.) 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.1  text forms 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify and use a limited variety of oral and print text forms 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Text Forms 
Provide the students with various examples of oral and print text forms; e.g., a radio review of a movie, a 
written invitation to a party.  Discuss with the students the differences between the text forms and have 
them highlight the strengths of the various text forms.  Divide the students into small groups and assign 
each group a simple task; e.g., explain the offside rule in soccer, explain how to make French toast.  Ask 
the students which text form(s) would be best suited for the task and why. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify and use a limited variety of oral and print text forms? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they discuss 
and create various text forms.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to identify 
and use a limited variety of oral and print text forms (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Peer-assessment Checklist). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.2  patterns of social interaction 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. initiate interactions and respond using simple interaction patterns; e.g., greeting–

response, question–answer 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Sort the Answers 
Create a cut-and-paste sheet of questions with appropriate answers based on basic social interactions.  
Have the students work in pairs to sort the responses.  For example, Wie geht es dir? (How are you?) 
would match with Es geht mir gut, danke. (I’m fine, thanks.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− initiate interactions and respond using simple interaction patterns; e.g., greeting–response, question–

answer? 
 

Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they sort the 
questions and responses.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to initiate and 
respond using simple interaction patterns (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment 
Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.3  cohesion/coherence 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. link words, phrases and simple sentences using basic connectors; e.g., und, oder, 

aber 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Chain E-mail/Chain Story 
Review common connectors with the class, then start an e-mail or story that is passed around from student 
to student.  When a student receives the e-mail/story, he or she adds to the text, using one or more of the 
connector words.  At the end of the activity, print the text and read it as a class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− link words, phrases and simple sentences using basic connectors; e.g., und, oder, aber? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they add to the class text.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students are able 
to link words, phrases and simple sentences using basic connectors.  Offer feedback, encouragement and 
praise as needed. 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.3  cohesion/coherence 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. link several sentences coherently 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Holiday Plans 
Ask the students to list the various activities they will do during an upcoming holiday, using connector 
words appropriately to link their ideas.  Students can also list various activities they normally do on a 
regular school day or weekend. 
For example: 
− Zuerst … (First …) 
− Dann … (Then …) 
− Danach … (After that, …) 
− Zuletzt … (Last, …) 
− Das ist mein Urlaub. (That is my holiday.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− link several sentences coherently? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they write connected sentences.  
Use the rubric to evaluate how well students are able to link several sentences coherently (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric or Rubric and Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 
Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural 
context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.1  register 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. distinguish between formal and informal situations 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Distinguishing Between Du and Sie 
To help students distinguish between the use of du (informal “you”) and Sie (formal “you”), provide them 
with pictures of different people; e.g., two young people, a child and an older person.  Have the students 
draw in cartoon bubbles above the people and write simple dialogue using either du or Sie.  Students 
should then create a list of situations in which they would use du or Sie. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− distinguish between formal and informal situations? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they write dialogue for the different people.  Make mental notes of the extent to 
which students are able to distinguish between formal and informal situations.  Offer feedback, 
encouragement and praise as needed. 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural 
context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.2  idiomatic expressions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand and use selected idiomatic expressions 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Idiomatic Expressions 
Introduce different idiomatic expressions to the students on an ongoing basis.  Provide simple scenarios in 
German when the expressions are appropriate, and have the students record the expressions in a section of 
their learning logs or personal dictionaries, along with a corresponding illustration.  Periodically review 
the expressions and model their use of learning logs.  Encourage the students to use the expressions. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand and use selected idiomatic expressions? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they participate in the activity.  Note and record how well they are able to understand 
and use some simple idiomatic expressions, with guidance (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural 
context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.3  variations in language 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize individual differences in spoken German; e.g., age, individual speech 

pattern, social context 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Different Origins 
Have the students listen to recordings of speakers who come from different German-speaking regions.  
Discuss the variations.  Ask the students to then identify the region of Germany the speaker is from; e.g., 
Er kommt aus Wien. (He is from Vienna.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize individual differences in spoken German; e.g., age, individual speech pattern, social 

context? 
 

Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they listen to and discuss different speakers.  Note and record how well they are able 
to recognize individual differences in spoken German; e.g., age, individual speech pattern, social context 
(see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural 
context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.4  social conventions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use basic forms and conventions of politeness in guided situations; e.g., danken, 

bitten, Hand geben 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Classroom Expressions 
At the beginning of the year, have the students make posters depicting common politeness and forms.  
These posters are displayed on the classroom walls and, on a daily basis, students are encouraged to use 
these expressions.  Ask the students to write the expressions in their learning logs or personal 
dictionaries. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use basic forms and conventions of politeness in guided situations; e.g., danken, bitten, Hand geben? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they use the politeness phrases.  Note and record how well they are able to use basic 
forms and conventions of politeness in guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural 
context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.4  social conventions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. use appropriate oral forms of address in guided situations; e.g., du/Sie, 

Herr/Frau 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Think Fast 
Divide the students into pairs.  Have one student hold up a card with a picture on it and the other student 
decides if formal or informal language should be used; e.g., picture of a grandmother = Sie (you—
formal), picture of a young girl = du (you—informal). 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use appropriate oral forms of address in guided situations; e.g., du/Sie, Herr/Frau? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they respond to the picture cards.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students 
are able to use appropriate oral forms of address in guided situations.  Offer feedback, encouragement and 
praise as needed. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of the 
sociocultural context 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.5  nonverbal communication 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand some common nonverbal behaviours in familiar contexts; e.g., 

etiquette, table manners 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Body Language Game 
Working with a partner, the students engage in a dialogue in which one of them does not speak.  As the 
“speaking” partner asks questions or makes requests, the other person responds nonverbally, using 
previously taught and reviewed body or facial gestures. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand some common nonverbal behaviours in familiar contexts; e.g., etiquette, table manners? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they communicate with their partners nonverbally.  Make mental notes of the extent 
to which students are able to understand some common nonverbal behaviours in familiar contexts.  Offer 
feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 



Global Citizenship 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.1  gaining/applying knowledge of German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. observe and participate in activities and experiences that are common among 

German-speaking people; e.g., festivities, cultural events, music, food 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Colourful Customs 
Have the students use the Internet, newspapers and community flyers to identify local events and 
occasions, e.g., German language lessons, celebrations, concerts, that are sponsored by local 
German-speaking communities.  Encourage the students to plan to participate in an activity individually 
or as a class.  
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− observe and participate in activities and experiences that are common among German-speaking 

people; e.g., festivities, cultural events, music, food? 
 

Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they explore and participate in local activities.  Note and record how well they are 
able to observe and participate in activities and experiences that are common among German-speaking 
people (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.1  gaining/applying knowledge of German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify similarities between German people their own age and themselves; e.g., 

music, clothing, sports 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Fashion 
Locate and provide the students with pictures of peers; e.g., from advertisement articles in North 
American and German teen magazines.  On their own, have the students examine and explore similarities 
between German people their own age and themselves.  Have the students present their opinions to you 
during brief one-on-one interviews. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify similarities between German people their own age and themselves; e.g., music, clothing, 

sports? 
 

Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they review North American and 
German teen magazines.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to identify similarities between 
German people their own age and themselves; e.g., music, clothing, sport (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.2  diversity within German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify major German-speaking groups throughout the world 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

German-speaking Countries 
Provide the students with a blank world map.  Have them research and then label and shade the 
countries/regions where German is a primary language.  Capital and major cities of the country/region 
should also be included. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify major German-speaking groups throughout the world? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to identify places in the world 
where German is spoken. 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.2  diversity within German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify the various German-speaking countries and their diversity; e.g., maps, 

flags, weather 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

German Regions Brochure 
Divide the class into groups and assign each group a German-speaking country.  Have the groups make 
tourist brochures for their country.  Brochures could include: 
− Landkarte (map)  
− Städte zu besichtigen (cities and towns to visit)  
− besondere Feiern und Feste (special celebrations)  
− Klima (climate)  
− Festspiele (festival)  
− Sport und Freizeit (sporting activities)  
− Kleidung (clothing)  
− Lebensmittel (food). 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify the various German-speaking countries and their diversity; e.g., maps, flags, weather? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they create their brochures.  
Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to identify the various German-speaking 
countries and their diversity (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.3  analyzing cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. ask questions about aspects of German cultures being studied, and compare 

those aspects of German cultures with their own; e.g., leisure time, daily 
routines, part-time jobs 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Poster of a German-speaking Country 
In advance of a presentation by a guest speaker from a German-speaking country, have the students 
prepare questions about aspects of German cultures.  Have the students ask their questions after the 
presentation and then complete a Venn diagram comparing aspects of German cultures and their own.  
Based on the Venn diagram, have the students prepare a poster describing their findings.  Posters should 
contain a short, concise paragraph in German about three or four interesting facts they learned. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− ask questions about aspects of German cultures being studied, and compare those aspects of German 

cultures with their own; e.g., leisure time, daily routines, part-time jobs? 
 

Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they research and create their 
posters.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to ask questions about aspects of 
German cultures being studied, and compare those aspects of German cultures with their own (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.3  analyzing cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize the existence of stereotypes about and within German cultures 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Stereotypes 
Discuss stereotypes and how they can limit people.  Provide the students with pictures that show 
Canadian stereotypes; e.g., RCMP in red uniforms, frozen landscapes.  Ask the students how 
representative these pictures are of Canadian culture.  Then provide students with stereotypical pictures of 
the German culture; e.g., large men drinking beer, man in leather pants (Lederhosen).  Discuss with the 
students how accurate these images might be, and encourage them to discuss their own opinions and 
experiences regarding stereotypes. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize the existence of stereotypes about and within German cultures? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they discuss the stereotypes.  Note and record how well they are able to recognize the 
existence of stereotypes about and within German cultures (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.4  valuing German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. show a willingness to participate in cultural activities and experiences 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Show and Tell 
Invite the students to participate in a cultural show and tell.  Have the students bring items related to 
German culture from home or the community and present them to the class; e.g., foods, decorations, 
clothing, books or music. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− show a willingness to participate in cultural activities and experiences? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with students before they participate in the show and tell.  
Use the checklist to assess if students are able to show a willingness to participate in cultural activities 
and experiences (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.4  valuing German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. express interest in finding out about German-speaking youth 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

E-pals 
Establish contact with another German class in Alberta or Canada and organize a way for students to 
communicate with people their own age who speak German; e.g., e-mail or video call.  With the students, 
collaboratively create a list of questions to ask during the first conversation session.  Questions can range 
from basic personal question to ones about German culture. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express interest in finding out about German-speaking youth? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to express an interest in finding 
out about other youth who are their age and speak German. 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.1  awareness of English 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify similarities and differences between English and German; e.g., sounds, 

words, structures, writing conventions, cognates 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Cognates 
Have the students listen to a German passage containing numerous examples of words similar to words in 
English.  Group the students in fours and give each group a list of 25 German words taken from the 
passage.  Have each group work to identify the English cognates. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify similarities and differences between English and German; e.g., sounds, words, structures, 

writing conventions, cognates? 
 

Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they identify 
cognates.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to identify similarities and differences 
between English and German (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.2  general language knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize that languages can be grouped into families based on common origins 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Language Family Tree  
Display and explain to the students the Indo-European language family tree.  Point out the various 
“sister” languages and how the languages are related.  Have the students work in groups to collect 
different versions of a simple phrase in one language cluster; e.g., “good morning” in Yiddish, Flemish, 
Afrikaans, Dutch and German. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that languages can be grouped into families based on common origins? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they explore 
Indo-European languages.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to recognize that 
languages can be grouped into families based on common origins (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.2  general language knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize that languages using the same writing system may have differing 

pronunciations for the same letters/symbols 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Letters and Pronunciation 
Compile a list of German and English cognates that contain the letter “y”; e.g., die Psychologie and 
psychology, die Physik and physics.  Divide the students into small groups and have them research how 
to pronounce the two versions of the cognate.  Once the research is completed, lead a class summary on 
the different pronunciations of the letter “y” in German and English. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that languages using the same writing system may have differing pronunciations for the 

same letters/symbols? 
 

Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they research the 
different pronunciations of cognates in German and English.  Students use the checklist to determine if 
they are able to recognize that languages using the same writing system may have differing 
pronunciations for the same letters/symbols (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:   
Self-assessment Checklist). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.2  general language knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. recognize that different languages have different writing systems 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Name Tags 
Present the students with examples of languages that have a different writing system; e.g., Punjabi, Cree, 
Chinese, Ukrainian, Greek, Hebrew.  Have each student select a language, learn how to write his or her 
name in that language, and then make a name tag for him or herself.  Have the students circulate through 
the classroom and present their name tags to one another and briefly explain the writing system. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that different languages have different writing systems? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with students before they explore 
different writing systems.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to recognize that 
different languages have different writing systems (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:   
Self-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.3  awareness of Canadian culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and identify similarities and differences between Canadian and 

German cultures 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Venn Diagram and Posters 
Have the students use a Venn diagram to contrast and compare differences between aspects of Canadian 
and German culture; e.g., food, traditional clothing, folk.  Then have the students select one aspect and 
use an online tool like Glogster to create an interactive poster that depicts the differences.  Have the 
students share their posters with one another. 
 
Multicultural Celebrations 
When there is an important cultural event, such as Christmas, New Year’s or a birthday, organize a 
classroom event to celebrate the different traditions of individual students.  Have each student bring in a 
food item and/or an artifact that represents his or her cultural background and that explains how this event 
is celebrated in his or her family. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and identify similarities and differences between Canadian and German cultures? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they create their Venn 
diagrams.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to recognize and identify similarities 
and differences between Canadian and German cultures (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3).  
 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they create events in a variety of ways.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to recognize and identify similarities and differences between Canadian and German 
cultures.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed.  

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize that culture is expressed through a variety of forms; e.g., behaviour, 

stories 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Dimensions of Culture 
Have the students individually brainstorm all the ways in which culture is expressed.  Then, ask them to 
discuss their answers within a larger group.  The larger group records the different means of expressing 
culture and presents them to the class.  Ask the students to explore some expressions of culture; e.g., 
language, clothing, food, stories, songs.   

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that culture is expressed through a variety of forms; e.g., behaviour, stories? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they explore expression of culture.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to recognize that culture is expressed through a variety of forms.  Offer feedback, 
encouragement and praise as needed.  
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize that speakers of the same language may come from different cultural 

backgrounds 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Internet Research 
Organize the students into pairs and have each group select a language other than English.  Then have the 
students conduct research on where their language is spoken in the world.  Students are to note the 
country/region, as well as the dominant culture.  Have the students create posters that highlight and 
describe the different cultural groups that speak the language chosen.  Have the students share their 
posters with one another. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that speakers of the same language may come from different cultural backgrounds? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to recognize that speakers of the 
same language may come from different cultural backgrounds. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. recognize that geography, climate and history affect the culture of a particular 

region 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Role of Sports in Culture 
Explore the role that soccer plays in the culture of German-speaking countries and relate it to the 
geography, climate and history of those countries.  Have the students also examine the national sports of 
other countries and suggest reasons why these sports may be popular in these countries; e.g., hockey in 
Canada, basketball/baseball in the United States. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that geography, climate and history affect the culture of a particular region? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they explore sport in different countries.  Note and record how well they are able to 
recognize that geography, climate and history affect the culture of a particular region (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.5  intercultural skills 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize various ways of coping with linguistically and culturally unfamiliar 

situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Strange Situation 
Prepare descriptions of two imaginary cultures, with each culture being dramatically different; e.g., one 
being relationship-oriented and cooperative, the other being very competitive and uncooperative. Include 
unfamiliar nonverbal communication characteristics for each group; e.g., irregular speech patterns or 
intonation.  Divide the class into three groups.  Brief one group with the descriptions of the first culture, 
the second group with the second culture and instruct the third group to behave as they normally do.  
Reunite the groups and instruct the class to work together to accomplish a simple task; e.g., a survey.  
Once the task has been completed, lead a discussion on how students reacted to and dealt with the “new” 
cultures. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize various ways of coping with linguistically and culturally unfamiliar situations? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they participate in the 
cooperative task.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to recognize various ways of 
coping with linguistically and culturally unfamiliar situations (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.1  German language and culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify a variety of reasons for learning German 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Why German? 
Divide the students into pairs to discuss the benefits of learning a second language and to highlight 
reasons for learning German.  Share group conclusions in a classroom discussion.  Have the students 
design a poster that promotes learning German and gives reasons to learn the language.  These posters can 
be shared with other students in the school and added to the school website. 
 
My Roots 
Have the students colour in a map showing countries where German communities exist and where 
German is spoken.  Have the students identify communities from which their ancestors came, and ask 
them to explore to learn more about that area. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify a variety of reasons for learning German? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they discuss and create their posters.  Note and record how well they are able to 
identify a variety of reasons for learning German (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal 
Notes). 
 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to identify a variety of reasons for 
learning German. 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.1  German language and culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify some careers for which knowledge of German is useful 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Travelling Canadians  
Have the students research Canadians who work overseas; e.g., athletes and trainers, English teachers, 
business people, foreign service, translators, politicians, medical researchers, trades people.  Discuss the 
following questions:  What jobs require knowledge of a language besides English?  How does 
understanding the language of a country help you as a worker? 
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students brainstorm opportunities for using a language besides English or 
French in Canada; e.g., working in tourist areas, working as a translator, working with new immigrants. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify some careers for which knowledge of German is useful? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they discuss the questions.  Note and record how well they are able to identify some 
careers for which knowledge of German is useful (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.1  German language and culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. recognize that knowledge of an additional language is an asset to any career 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Discovering the Languages of Other Countries 
Provide students with maps and atlases.  Have them identify at least five countries where a language other 
than English is spoken.  Ask them to share in small groups two reasons why knowing each of these 
languages would be useful. 
 

Extension Activity:  Have the students consider the following questions: What is the purpose of learning 
world languages?  How do I benefit?  How do others benefit from me learning additional languages?  
Why is it important to understand and appreciate other cultures? 
 
It’s Cool to Learn German!  
Brainstorm as a class the benefits of skills in German; e.g., an opportunity to participate in different 
activities involving another language and culture, understanding people in your community, 
communicating with people of different languages and cultures. Students then collaborate on a class 
poster, digital representation or booklet showing how language skills may assist in a variety of careers.  
Display the posters in the school, or post on the class web page, for other students to view. 
 
Career Benefits 
As a class, brainstorm careers where knowing German and/or other languages is beneficial and how. 
Create a poster of the various careers where fluency in German could assist. 
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students maintain a personal list in their journal of jobs in which they 
might be interested and possible sentences to include in their resume. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that knowledge of an additional language is an asset to any career? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to identify some reasons for 
learning additional languages and for learning about world cultures. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.2  cultural and linguistic diversity 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. suggest some reasons for learning an additional language 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Where Would You Like to Live? 
Ask the students to select places on a world map where they would like to visit and one place where they 
might like to visit and live.  Have the students find out what language(s) are spoken in the place they 
would like to live.  Once students have selected places to visit and live, ask them to create language goals 
for these places.  For example: What language skills would you need for the place you want to visit?  
Why?  What language skills would you need to live in______?  How would you go about acquiring these 
skills? 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− suggest some reasons for learning an additional language? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they identify 
places they would like to visit and live.  Have them use the rating scale to evaluate how well they are able 
to suggest some reasons for learning an additional language (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:   
Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 

Focus for Assessment 



 

224 / 10-3Y German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 
2011 Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 

 
Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.2  cultural and linguistic diversity 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. suggest some reasons for participating in activities and experiences that reflect 

elements of different cultures 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Thinking About Cultural Experiences 
Ask the students to think about any cultural experiences (from any culture) in which they have 
participated.  Divide the class into groups and have the students share these memories with their 
classmates.  Have the groups summarize the reasons for their participation in the activities and highlight 
what they gained and learned from them. 
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students, as a group, prepare a poster advertising various unique cultural 
activities. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− suggest some reasons for participating in activities and experiences that reflect elements of different 

cultures? 
 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they well able to suggest some reasons for 
participating in activities and experiences that reflect elements of different cultures.  Some sample 
sentence starters they could use include: 
– My classmates’ reasons for participating were … 
– My reasons for participating were … 
– When discussing my experiences, I felt … 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



Strategies 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.1  cognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple cognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning; 

e.g., memorize new words by repeating them silently or aloud, make personal 
dictionaries, identify and use cognates 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Songs 
Invite the students to sing songs in German, e.g., MfG by die Fantastischen Vier, to enhance letter 
identification.  Consider recording these songs and replaying them for the students to hear their own letter 
identification abilities. 
 
Flash Cards 
Have the students make flash cards.  On one side of the flash card is a German letter.  On the other side, 
there is a list of words that start with that letter and room to add new words.  Ask the students to quiz each 
other using the flash cards.  Encourage the students to repeat each word a few times. 
 
Personal Dictionaries 
After teaching students new vocabulary, grammar or expressions within a lexical field, encourage them to 
write the new vocabulary in a personal dictionary.  As the year progresses, this dictionary can be used as a 
reference tool. 
 
Word Wiki 
Develop a word wiki for the class and encourage the students to help maintain it.  Have the students 
contribute to lists of important vocabulary and cognates and encourage them make suggestions of words 
or phrases they would like to learn. 
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Strand S–1.1  cognitive 

Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple cognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning; e.g., 

memorize new words by repeating them silently or aloud, make personal 
dictionaries, identify and use cognates 

 
 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple cognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they sing the songs.  Note and record how well they are able to use simple cognitive 
strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Anecdotal Notes). 
 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they use the flash cards.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to use simple cognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance 
language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they add to their personal dictionaries.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to use simple cognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning.  Offer 
feedback, encouragement and praise as needed.  
 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they create and 
maintain a word wiki.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use simple cognitive 
strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Self-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.2  metacognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple metacognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language 

learning; e.g., identify own strengths and needs, check copied writing for 
accuracy, listen or read for key words to derive general meaning 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Record Me 
Have the students monitor their own speech by recording themselves reading vocabulary or text from the 
lexical field being studied.  Discuss their language skills with them after listening to the recording. 
 
Strategies 
Encourage the students to reflect on their own learning styles by generating a list of questions related to a 
previous activity.  Questions may include the following: 
− What type of the activity did you find most meaningful to you? 
− What strategies did you use to be successful in this activity? 
− What might have improved your learning in this activity? 
 
Ask the students to consider their reflections on their learning style and use this information to choose 
how they demonstrate their learning for a particular unit; e.g., sing a song, design a poster, put on a  
role-play with other students, prepare slide show presentations. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple metacognitive strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they record and listen to 
themselves.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to use simple metacognitive strategies, with 
guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and 
Comments 1 or 2). 
 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they discuss 
strategies.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to use simple metacognitive 
strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.3  social/affective 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple social and affective strategies, with guidance, to enhance language 

learning; e.g., work cooperatively with peers in small groups, seek assistance, 
understand that making mistakes is a natural part of language learning 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Paired Reading 
Divide the students into groups and have them work together to interpret a short text in German.  Have 
every student in the group take a turn reading the text before they discuss it.  Have the students 
summarize the text and present their summaries to the rest of the class. 
 
After summaries have been presented, ask the students to share how reading with a peer differed from 
reading alone.  Write down the students’ contributions and add them to a strategies chart posted in the 
classroom. 
 
Partner Work  
Review some simple social and affective strategies with students and then divide them into pairs.  Provide 
each group with a crossword puzzle or word search in German to complete.  Encourage the students to 
use the strategies reviewed as they cooperatively work on the puzzle.  Once all students have completed 
the assignment, lead a summary of the different strategies used and how affective they were. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple social and affective strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students prior to them reading in 
pairs.  Use the checklist to determine if they are able to use simple social and affective strategies, with 
guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Checklist). 
 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they work with partners.  Note and record how well they are able to use simple social 
and affective strategies, with guidance, to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.1  receptive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple reading and listening strategies, with guidance, to aid comprehension; 

e.g., illustrations, familiar words 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Circling Key Words 
When reading an unfamiliar written text, have the students work in pairs to identify and circle what they 
believe to be the key words.  Have them prepare reasons for their decisions and then compare notes with 
other groups.  The words are shared and verified as key words.  Model how these key words can be used 
to give clues as to the meaning of the text.  Encourage the students to use this strategy on their own. 
 
Prediction 
Present a short, unfamiliar text in German to students.  Before reading the text, have the students predict 
what it is about based on the title and any illustrations.  Read the first few lines to the students, then ask 
the students to review their predictions and revise if necessary.  Complete the text and review the 
students’ predictions.  Discuss the usefulness of this strategy with students. 
 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple reading and listening strategies, with guidance, to aid comprehension? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they look for key words.  Make mental notes on the extent to which students are able 
to use simple reading and listening strategies, with guidance, to aid comprehension.  Offer feedback, 
encouragement and praise as needed. 
 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students prior to predicting.  Use the checklist to 
assess if students are able to use simple reading and listening strategies, with guidance to aid 
comprehension (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.2  productive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple speaking and writing strategies, with guidance; e.g., experiment with 

familiar words and structures to express own meaning 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Look Around … 
Post vocabulary cards around the room in a way that is visually relevant.  For example, label classroom 
objects such as the board and the clock, or post vocabulary of clothing items that are shaped like the items 
of clothing.  Then have the students write a short, simple text using words that are visible in the 
immediate environment.  Tell the students they do not need to worry if the text is not completely correct 
and that they can use a limited number of illustrations to help get their meaning across. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple speaking and writing strategies, with guidance; e.g., experiment with familiar words and 

structures to express own meaning? 
 

Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they use words in the classroom to write a text.  Note and record how well they are 
able to use simple speaking and writing strategies, with guidance, to enhance language use (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.3  interactive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple interactive strategies, with guidance; e.g., indicate lack of 

understanding verbally or nonverbally, use different words to start again when 
communication breaks down 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

I Don’t Get It! 
Teach the students phrases in German that ask for clarification or repetition when something is not 
understood.  These phrases can be put on a poster in the classroom to be used by students.  For example: 
– Wie bitte?  (What did you say?) 
– Ich verstehe das nicht.  (I do not understand.) 
 
Mime It 
Review with the students simple nonverbal strategies used to indicate lack of understanding; e.g., raised 
eyebrows, shaking the head, shrugging the shoulders.  Also, review how they can interpret and use 
nonverbal clues to communicate rather than speaking English; e.g., mime, pointing, gestures, drawing 
pictures. 
 
Divide the students into pairs and have them come to the front of the class to spontaneously act out a 
scene without speaking.  Maintain a list of examples of nonverbal behaviours used and review them with 
the students after the role-plays. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple interactive strategies, with guidance? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they explore 
expressions for clarification.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use simple 
interactive strategies, with guidance.  Encourage students to set goals for future learning (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting). 
 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they act out their role-plays.  Note and record how well they are able to use simple 
interactive strategies, with guidance (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.1  cognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple cognitive strategies to enhance general learning; e.g., connect what 

they already know with what they are learning 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Word Splash 
Provide the students with 15 to 20 words on a theme of study.  Have the students identify words they 
think they understand and those they do not understand.  Students then work in pairs, sharing definitions 
and searching for information on words they do not understand.  Once all the words are understood, have 
the students classify them according to their attributes. 
 

Inquiry Process 
Have the students research a topic and create presentations.  Before beginning their research, have the 
students write questions to guide their research in a KWL chart, e.g., 
 

Was ich weiβ 
(What I Know

Was ich wissen will 

) (What I Want Was ich gelernt habe  to 
Know) (What I Learned

 

) 

  
 
Have the students access and use a variety of information sources, such as libraries, the Internet, people in 
the community and professional organizations. 
 

Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 
SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple cognitive strategies to enhance general learning? 

 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to use simple cognitive strategies 
to enhance general learning. 
 

Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students prior to beginning the inquiry activity.  
Use the checklist to assess if students are able to use simple cognitive strategies to enhance general 
learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.2  metacognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning; e.g., discover 

how own efforts can affect learning 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Sharing Learning Strategies 
Divide the students into pairs and have them describe strategies they used to accomplish a recent task;  
e.g., passing a vocabulary test, project work.  Students switch partners and discuss the strategies used 
again.  Afterward, have the students reflect on the strategies they heard and note any they would like to 
try in the future. 
 
Tell Me What You Know 
Using the information in the “L” column of a completed KWL chart, instruct students to reflect on their 
own thinking processes and how they learn.  Have them analyze what they have learned and the strategies 
they used when learning; e.g., learning new vocabulary through visuals.  In pairs, students share their 
thoughts on their learning strategies. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with students before they discuss learning 
strategies.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use simple metacognitive strategies 
to enhance general learning.  Encourage students to set goals for future learning (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting). 
 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they examine 
their KWL charts.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to use simple 
metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:   
Peer-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
10-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.3  social/affective 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use simple social and affective strategies to enhance general learning; e.g., seek 

help from others 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Role-play 
Divide the students into groups and assign a role-play situation.  Review and practise with students social 
and affective strategies they can use to enhance their learning; e.g., how to ask for help, how to ask for 
directions, how to ask for needed items; e.g., 
− An die Arbeit!  (It is time to work.) 
− Kannst du mir helfen?  (Can you help me?) 
− Ich brauche deine Hilfe.  (I need your assistance.) 
− Du bist dran.  (Your turn.) 
After the students have performed their role-plays, lead a brief summary of the social and affective 
strategies they used and how effective they were.  Encourage the students to try, even though mistakes 
may be made. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use simple social and affective strategies to enhance general learning? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they role-play in 
groups.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use simple social and affective 
strategies to enhance general learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Checklist). 

 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 


