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General Outcomes 
General outcomes are broad statements identifying the knowledge, skills and attitudes that students are 
expected to achieve in the course of their language learning experience.  The four general outcomes serve 
as the foundation for the program of studies. 
 

Applications 
 

 
Students will use German in a 
variety of situations and for a 
variety of purposes. 
 

 
A–1 to receive and impart information 
A–2 to express emotions and personal 

perspectives  
A–3 to get things done 
A–4 to form, maintain and change interpersonal 

relationships 
A–5 to extend their knowledge of the world 
A–6 for imaginative purposes and personal 

enjoyment  
 

Language Competence 
 

 
 

Students will understand and 
produce German effectively 
and competently in spoken 
and written forms. 

 
LC–1 interpret and produce oral texts 
LC–2 interpret and produce written texts, 

graphics and images  
LC–3 attend to form  
LC–4 apply knowledge of how discourse is 

organized, structured and sequenced in 
German 

LC–5 apply knowledge of the sociocultural 
context 

Global Citizenship 
 

 
Students will acquire the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the 
cultures of the German-speaking 
world. 

 
GC–1 historical and contemporary elements of 

the cultures of German-speaking peoples 
GC–2 affirming and valuing diversity  
GC–3 personal and career opportunities 
 

Strategies 
 

 
Students will know and use various 
strategies to maximize the effectiveness 
of learning and communication. 
 

 
S–1 language learning 
S–2 language use 
S–3 general learning 

 

  

  



 
Applications 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recount events that took place in the past 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Three Parts of a Story 
Divide the class into three groups and provide each group with a random visual.  Ask the three groups to 
collaborate and compose a story.  The groups will use their visuals as prompts for the beginning of the 
story, which is to be in the past tense.  Encourage spontaneity and improvisation as the groups form the 
story. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recount events that took place in the past? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they write stories 
in groups.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to recount events that took place in the 
past (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. understand and use definitions, comparisons and examples 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Television or Movie Review 
Have the students prepare a television or movie review, including the following information: 
− name of the movie or program (title) 
− names of the characters and cast 
− what kind of show it is (genre) 
− some interesting, funny or exciting things that happened (trivia) 
− what they liked or did not like about it (opinion) 
− how they would rate it (out of 5) and explain the rating (rating) 
− who they think would enjoy the movie or program and why (recommendation). 
 
Have the students share their reviews with the class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand and use definitions, comparisons and examples? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist  
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they write their 
reviews.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to understand and use definitions, 
comparisons and examples (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–1  to receive and 
impart information 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–1.1  share factual information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. provide information on several aspects of a topic; e.g., give a simple report 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Research the Life of a Celebrity, Artist or Musician 
Have the students research the life of a celebrity, artist or musician, either traditional or contemporary, 
from a German-speaking country.  Ask them to present their findings to the class in the form of a simple 
profile, without giving the name of the famous person.  Classmates must guess who the person is.  
Provide students with a biographical map to help them research and plan this presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As an extension or alternative activity, pair the students and have them interview each other and learn 
about each other’s life.  Have the students present a profile of the partner. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− provide information on several aspects of a topic; e.g., give a simple report? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they write 
the celebrity profiles.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to provide 
information on several aspects of a topic (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment 
Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 

Biographie 
(Biography) 

 

 
Lebenswerke (Accomplishments) 

Leistungen 
(Achievements) 
 

Eigenschaften  
(Personal qualities) 
 

Wichtige Leute in seinem/ihrem Leben 
(Important people in his or her life) 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.1  share ideas, thoughts, opinions, preferences 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express, support and discuss opinions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Music Preferences 
Invite the students to listen to a selection of music; e.g., classical, German contemporary, folk.  Have the 
students select their favourite piece of music and write simple sentences to describe their thoughts and 
ideas.  Students design an album cover and share their work with their peers.  For example: 
− Ich mag diese Musik/dieses Lied, weil … (I like this music/song because …) 
− Diese Musik/Dieses Lied ist traurig/lebendig.  (This music/song is sad/lively.) 
− Ich mag Rockmusik.  (I like rock music.) 

 
Photograph Exploration 
Ask the students to bring in photographs of themselves at an event; e.g., sports event, summer holiday, 
birthday party.  Arrange the students into pairs and have them orally share their thoughts on the events 
depicted in the photographs.  For example: 
− What was your favourite or least favourite part? 
− How do you feel when you think of that event? 
− Would you like to do it again? Why? Why not? 
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Strand A–2.1  share ideas, thoughts, opinions, preferences 

Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express, support and discuss opinions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express, support and discuss opinions? 

 
Checklist and Comments  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they express their music 
preferences.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to express, support and discuss opinions (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they describe their 
photographs.  Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to express, support and discuss 
opinions (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.1  share ideas, thoughts, opinions, preferences 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. inquire about and express probability and certainty; e.g., vielleicht, 

wahrscheinlich, bestimmt 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Predictions 
Have the students work in pairs to come up with general, positive predictions about the lives of some of 
their classmates 10 years from now; e.g., Thomas wird für die NASA arbeiten. (Thomas will work for 
NASA.)  Collect the predictions and review them with the students.  Ask the students to consider the 
degree of possibility of the prediction and reword the prediction to reflect this; e.g., Thomas 
wird bestimmt für die NASA arbeiten. (Thomas will certainly
 

 work for NASA.) 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− inquire about and express probability and certainty? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they make 
predictions about classmates.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to inquire 
about and express possibility and certainty; e.g., vielleicht, wahrscheinlich, bestimmt (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–2  to express 
emotions and 
personal 
perspectives 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–2.2  share emotions, feelings 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. discuss and compare how people express emotions and feelings in a variety of 

situations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Short Dialogues 
Divide the students into groups and have them act out a mini skits on situations related to a family 
vacation; e.g., getting a passport, purchasing tickets, hotel reservations, packing, at the airport, arriving at 
the destination, losing the luggage.  Ask the students to prepare mini skits about similar situations, 
focusing on how the different people in the skits express emotions during the situation.  For example, one 
person is excited to get on the plane and another is nervous.  
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− discuss and compare how people express emotions and feelings in a variety of situations? 

 
Checklist and Comments  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they perform their mini skits.  
Use the checklist to assess if students are able to discuss and compare how people express emotions and 
feelings in a variety of situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 
1 or 2). 

 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.1  guide actions of others 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. give and respond to advice and warning 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Role-playing a Driver’s Education Class 
Have the students role-play a driver’s education class in which experienced drivers give advice to new 
drivers. 
 
Have the students sit side-by-side as the person on the left pretends to drive.  The student on the right will 
give advice and warnings regarding the other’s driving; e.g., Vorsichtig! (Be careful!) or Fahr nicht so 
schnell! (Don’t drive so fast!) 
 
Dear Abby 
Have the students create a simple electronic message board where they post questions regarding their 
plans for the work world.  Students can post questions regarding certain jobs or careers, and they can 
offer advice and warnings regarding jobs and careers with which they are familiar.  Monitor the message 
board to ensure correct and appropriate language is being used. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− give and respond to advice and warning? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they participate in the role-play.  Note and record how well they are able to give and 
respond to advice and warnings (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to give and respond to advice and 
warnings. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.1  guide actions of others 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. lodge a complaint 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Grievance Letter 
Brainstorm some common reasons for lodging a complaint; e.g., poor service at a restaurant, bad 
accommodations at a hotel.  Introduce the construction “sich über jemandem beschweren” (to lodge a 
complaint with somebody about somebody or something) to students and have them use it in a letter of 
complaint.  Have the students write short letters outlining what was unacceptable or unsatisfactory and 
then ask a classmate to review and edit it. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− lodge a complaint? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they write 
the letter of complaint.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to lodge a complaint 
(see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express intention 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Telephone Conversations 
Have the students plan and record a telephone conversation using the following topics: 
− What have you planned for this weekend? 
− What do you want to do this weekend? 
− What do you wish you could do this weekend? 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express intention? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they record their telephone 
conversation.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to express intentions (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. make a promise in a variety of situations 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

The Environment 
Near the completion of a unit on the environment, have the students collaborate to construct a collage or 
model representing their perspectives on the present state of the environment.  Then, have each student 
write down a promise and attach it to the collage or model.  Display the collage or model in the classroom 
and review the promises throughout the year.  Promises may be added, updated or changed.  
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− make a promise in a variety of situations? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they create the class display.  Use 
the checklist to assess if students are able to make a promise in a variety of situations (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.2  state personal actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. accept or decline an offer or invitation, with explanations 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Party Invitations 
Divide the students in groups and have them prepare a digital invitation, with an RSVP, to a birthday 
party.  Have the students send the invitation to classmates and respond by accepting or declining the 
invitation to the party. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− accept or decline an offer or invitation, with explanations? 

 
Anecdotal Checklist 
Observe students as they respond to the invitations.  Note and record how well they are able to accept and 
decline an offer or invitation, with explanations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal 
Notes). 
 

 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.3  manage group actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express appreciation, support and respect for contributions of others 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

A Great Canadian 
Have the students work together in small groups and work together to select a famous historical or 
contemporary Canadian figure they all respect.  Students will write a paragraph about why he or she 
believes a particular person is a great Canadian.  Encourage the students to express their appreciation, 
enthusiasm, support and respect for the contributions of their group mates while working on a decision; 
e.g., 
− Vielen Dank für deine Mitarbeit. Das ist sehr nett von dir.  (Thanks for your cooperation.  It’s very 

nice of you.) 
− Das ist eine sehr gute Idee.  Ich schätze deine Hilfe.  (That’s a very good idea.  I appreciate your 

help.) 
− Das war ein guter Punkt.  Gut gemacht!  (That was a good point.  Well done!) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express appreciation, support and respect for contributions of others? 

 
Rating Scale  
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students prior to working in groups.  Use the 
rating scale to evaluate how well students are able to express appreciation, support and respect for 
contributions of others (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3).  

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–3  to get things 
done 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–3.3  manage group actions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. express disagreement in an appropriate way 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Opinion Charts … 
Organize the students into groups of four.  Give each group cards containing statements about an issue.  
Have the students take turns reading the cards and expressing their agreement or disagreement with the 
statements; e.g., Entschuldigung, ich stimme … nicht zu. (I am sorry, but I do not agree with …). 
 
Ask the students to record their opinions in a chart and share these charts with their classmates. 
 

Sätze 
(Sentences) 

Ich stimme … 
zu  

(I agree) 

Ich stimme … 
nicht zu  

(I do not agree) 

Begründung 
(Reason) 

    
    
    

 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express disagreement in an appropriate way? 

 
Anecdotal Notes  
Observe students as they fill in and present their opinion charts.  Note and record how well they are able 
to express disagreement in an appropriate way (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal 
Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and 
change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. give and respond to compliments 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Inside–Outside Circle 
Have the students form two circles:  an inner circle and an outer circle.  Play music and have the inner 
circle walk in one direction and the outer circle walk in the opposite direction.  When the music stops, 
instruct the students to talk with the person who is opposite them.  Discussion could be focused on giving 
and receiving compliments, for example, Ich mag dein Hemd.  Es steht dir gut.  (I like your shirt.  It suits 
you.)  After the students have briefly spoken, the music plays again and members of the outer circle move 
clockwise.  When the music stops, students begin a new discussion with a different partner. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− give and respond to compliments? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they 
participate in the discussions.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to give and 
respond to compliments (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and 
change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. justify and explain own actions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Excuses, Excuses 
Brainstorm situations in daily life in which one might have to provide a justification or explanation, such 
as being late for class, breaking a borrowed pencil or not returning a phone call.  Then, have the students 
discuss appropriate excuses to use in the various situations; for example, Ich bin zu spät gekommen, weil 
es einen Stau gab.  (I’m late because there was a traffic jam.)  Have the students role-play these situations 
and perform their role-plays for the class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− justify and explain own actions? 

 
Observation Checklist  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they begin the role-play.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to justify and explain their own actions (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and 
change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. offer and respond to congratulations 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Congratulations 
Ask the students to bring in a photograph of an event during which others offered congratulations; e.g., 
winning an award, receiving a scholarship.  Students walk around the room showing the photograph and 
describing the event.  The person to whom they are showing the photo offers congratulations on the 
achievement. Some sample vocabulary includes: Herzlichen Glückwunsch! Ich gratuliere! 
(Congratulations! I congratulate!) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− offer and respond to congratulations? 

 
Information Observation 
Observe students as they discuss the photographs.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students are 
able to offer and respond to congratulations.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and 
change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
d. express regret 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

I Regret to Say … 
Present examples of how to express regret in German; e.g., Es ist bedauerlich, dass … (It is to be 
regretted that …),  Ich muss leider sagen, dass … (I regret to say that …), Zu meinem groβen Bedauern 
… (Much to my regret …).  Have the students create and then send an invitation to three friends.  Each 
friend has to respond by kindly and appropriately expressing regret at not being able to attend. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express regret? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they respond to 
an invitation.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to express regret (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–4  to form, 
maintain and 
change 
interpersonal 
relationships 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–4.1  manage personal relationships 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
e. initiate and participate in casual exchanges with others 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Inside–Outside Circle 
Have the students form two circles:  an inner circle and an outer circle.  Play music and have the inner 
circle walk in one direction and the outer circle walk in the opposite direction.  When the music stops, 
instruct the students to talk with the person who is opposite them.  Discussion could be focused on 
weekend activities, daily routines or favourite foods.  After the students have briefly spoken, the music 
plays again and members of the outer circle move clockwise.  When the music stops, students begin a 
new discussion with a different partner. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− initiate and participate in casual exchanges with others? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they begin the 
inside-outside circle activity.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to initiate and 
participate in casual exchanges with others (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Rating Scale). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.1  discover and explore 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. explore connections among and gain new insights into familiar topics 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Exploring Music and Art 
Locate and present a variety of examples of contemporary and traditional music and visual art from the 
German-speaking world.  Inform the students that they will be creating a digital poster, collage or 
magazine cover that represents three different songs, musicians or artists they particularly enjoy.  Before 
they begin, have the students research the piece of music or art that they find most interesting.  Encourage 
the students to look for similarities and connections among the pieces they have selected. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore connections among and gain new insights into familiar topics? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they explore the music and 
artwork.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to explore connections among and gain new 
insights into familiar topics (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments  
1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.2  gather and organize information 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. organize and manipulate information; e.g., transform information from texts into 

other forms, such as tables or diagrams 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Webbing 
To prepare for project work, have the students organize their thoughts, ideas or lexical items using a web.  
For example, have the students take key words from a theme and create a web to link the meanings 
logically together; e.g., methods of transportation by air, land and water and by speed, size and number. 

 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− organize and manipulate information? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they create their webs.  Use the 
rubric to evaluate how well students are able to organize and manipulate information (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric).   

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.3  explore opinions and values 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. express positions on an issue, and provide supporting reasons 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Review Professions 
Present the students with a list of professions.  Discuss these professions and have the students 
individually choose one profession they feel is important in a society or community.  Invite students to 
write three reasons why they have chosen that particular profession.  Students work in partners or groups 
of three or four to share the chosen professions and their reasons for their choices.  Have groups illustrate 
the professions they chose and why they feel they are important on poster paper for display in the class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− express positions on an issue, and provide supporting reasons? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they discuss the professions and 
create their posters.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to express positions on an issue, and 
provide supporting reasons (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments  
1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.3  explore opinions and values 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. explore how values influence behaviour 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

A Character’s Point of View  
Have the students choose a character from a folk tale, legend or fable, e.g., the wolf from Little Red 
Riding Hood, and then examine why the character acted the way he or she did, or said the things he or she 
said.  Present examples of values to the students, e.g., empathy, greed and honesty, and discuss what 
values are represented by the character’s behaviours and are most often associated with them. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore how values influence behaviour? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they explore the 
behaviours of literary characters.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to explore how 
values influence behaviour (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–5  to extend their 
knowledge of the 
world 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–5.4  solve problems 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. describe and analyze a problem, and use information collected from various 

sources to solve the problem 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Curfew 
Provide the students with problematic scenarios that require a solution; e.g., determining the curfew for a 
senior high school sports team during an out-of-town tournament.  Have the students brainstorm possible 
solutions to the scenario and record their responses on chart paper.  Have the students work in groups to 
categorize and rank the solutions to the scenarios and solutions to attributes, plausibility and 
effectiveness. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− describe and analyze a problem, and use information collected from various sources to solve the 

problem? 
 

Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they discuss the scenarios.  
Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to describe and analyze a problem, and use 
information collected from various sources to solve the problem (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 

 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.1  humour/fun 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German for fun and to interpret and express humour; e.g., video clips, jokes 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

German Lyrics 
Ask the students to review the lyrics of a familiar song.  Have the students develop and create a simple 
visual representation of the song lyrics. 

 
Silly Phrases and Rhymes 
Invite the students to learn and say silly phrases or rhymes that stem from German idioms; e.g., Sie hat 
nicht alle Tassen im Schrank. (She is a couple of bricks short of a load.)  Students illustrate the humorous 
saying by creating a poster or skit. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German for fun and to interpret and express humour? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they are able to use German for fun and to 
interpret and express humour. 
 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they learn the silly phrases and rhymes in the activity.  Make mental notes of the 
extent to which students are able to use German for fun and to interpret and express humour.  Offer 
feedback, encouragement and praise as needed.  
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.2  creative/aesthetic purposes 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German creatively; e.g., experiment with the sounds and rhythms of 

German, create a story, poem or rap 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Calligrams and Shape Poems 
Ask the students to, either in pairs or individually, choose a word from a lexical field, e.g., der Computer 
(computer), and to try to personify it.  Encourage the students to consider what the object might say or do.  
Then have the students write a poem in the shape of the object.  As they write the poem, ensure that the 
words form the distinct contour and shape of the object. 
 
German Rap 
Ask the students to create a simple rap by clapping or snapping and using German vocabulary.  For 
example, say and clap the word die Libelle (dragonfly): 
          die-          Li-          be-          lle 
         Snap         clap        snap        clap 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German creatively? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they create their 
poems.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to use German creatively.  Encourage 
students to set goals for future learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Checklist and Goal Setting). 
 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they practise rapping.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students are able to 
use German creatively.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Applications  
 

General Outcome 
Students will use German in a variety of 
situations and for a variety of purposes. 

Cluster Heading 
A–6  for imaginative 
purposes and 
personal enjoyment 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand A–6.3  personal enjoyment 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use German for personal enjoyment; e.g., watch video clips, films and television 

programs, use the Internet 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Music Time 
On a regular basis, provide the students with some unstructured classroom time.  Locate a variety of 
German music videos and CDs and set up listening stations throughout the classroom.  Have the students 
watch the videos and listen to the CDs as they choose. 
 
Personal Enjoyment 
Challenge the students to use German for personal enjoyment once a week.  Suggestions for personal 
enjoyment opportunities include watching a film or video, reading a magazine, listening to music, sending 
an e-mail message to an e-pal, writing a note to a friend, surfing German websites, listening to a radio 
program and learning a fun new expression to say. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use German for personal enjoyment? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they listen to music.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students are able to 
use German for personal enjoyment.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 
 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to use German for personal 
enjoyment. 

 

Focus for Assessment 



Language Competence 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.1  aural interpretation 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand short oral texts on a variety of topics 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Newscast 
Have the students view or listen to short segments of a German newscast; e.g., the Deutsche Welle 
program.  Ask the students individually to note the main information provided in each segment of the 
program. 
 
Alternatively, divide the class into groups and have each group record the important details for one 
segment, then discuss the entire newscast as a class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand short oral texts on a variety of topics? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they watch the newscast.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to understand short oral texts on a variety of topics (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 
Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.1  aural interpretation 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. understand the main points and specific details of oral texts on familiar topics 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Airport Announcements 
Give each student a pretend airline ticket.  Read various flight announcements and bulletins in German to 
the class, as if over an airport intercom, and have the students verify their departure gate and whether the 
flight is on time or delayed. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand the main points and specific details of oral texts on familiar topics? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they listen to the airport announcements.  Note and record how well they are able to 
understand the main points and some specific details of oral texts on familiar topics (see sample blackline 
master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.2  oral production 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. produce oral texts on familiar topics, in a variety of guided and unguided 

situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Creating a Skit from a Fable 
Provide the students with the first and last line of a fable.  Divide the students into groups and have them 
create a skit of the middle portion of the story.  Each student must contribute to the development of the 
skit. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− produce oral texts on familiar topics, in a variety of guided and unguided situations? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they create their 
skits.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to produce oral texts on familiar topics, in a 
variety of guided and unguided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment 
Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–1  interpret and 
produce oral texts 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–1.3  interactive fluency 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. initiate and manage short interactions 

 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Theatre Sports 
Compile a list of situations with which students are familiar (e.g., school dance, part-time job, sporting 
event) and a list of unexpected elements (e.g., no money, rain, car problems).  Divide the class into small 
groups and invite one group to the front of the class.  The class selects a situation and the group 
improvises a skit.  Stop the skit midway and have the class add an unexpected element.  Allow time for 
planning and then have the students finish the improv skit.  Ensure that all students have a chance to 
perform.  
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− initiate and manage short interactions? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they act out their improv skits.  
Use the rating scale to assess how well students are able to initiate and manage short interactions (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 



 

German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 30-3Y / 353 
©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 2011 

 
Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.1  written interpretation 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand short written texts on a variety of topics, and understand the main 

points and specific details of written texts on familiar topics 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Reading Comprehension 
Assemble a collection of short written texts from a variety of sources; e.g., a movie review, a completed 
job application form, an instruction manual for a television, a flyer for a political rally.  Throughout the 
year, present groups of students with a sample from the collection and guide the students through the text.  
Address any issues with vocabulary and check for comprehension.  
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand short written texts on a variety of topics, and understand the main points and specific 

details of written texts on familiar topics? 
 

Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they read the texts.  Note and record how well they are able to understand short 
written texts on a variety of topics, and understand the main points and specific details of written texts on 
familiar topics (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



 

354 / 30-3Y German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 
2011 Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 

 
Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.2  written production 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. produce written texts in a variety of guided and unguided situations 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Movie Reviews 
Have the students write a review of a recently seen movie.  Provide the students with a writing planner or 
samples of German language movie reviews to help organize their ideas.  An “Author’s Chair” activity 
can also be used in small groups as a way of eliciting peer feedback on student writing.  Model 
appropriate language for asking for and providing feedback. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− produce written texts in a variety of guided and unguided situations? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they write their reviews.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to produce written texts in a variety of guided and unguided 
situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.3  viewing 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify the purposes, intended audiences, messages and points of view in a 

variety of visual media, in guided situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Music Videos 
Show the students several music videos from German-speaking countries and ask them to note titles of 
songs, names of artists, personal preferences and any other relevant information.  Lead a discussion with 
the students and have them identify the purposes, intended audiences, messages and point of view of the 
videos. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify the purposes, intended audiences, messages and points of view in a variety of visual media, 

in guided situations? 
 

Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they watch the videos.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to identify the purposes, intended audience, messages and points of 
view in a variety of visual media, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–2  interpret and 
produce written 
texts, graphics and 
images 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–2.4  representing 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings for specific purposes and audiences, 

through a variety of visual media, in guided situations 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Album Cover 
Present a German song or video to students and discuss the lyrics.  Discuss the meaning of the song and 
any possible differences in interpretation.  Invite each student to create an album cover that promotes the 
song.  Display students’ work in class. 
 
Future Story of My Life 
Have the students create an electronic slide show or website to show what they hope their life will be like 
in the work world, in private life and in the community after school.  The presentation should be arranged 
chronologically from the age of 18.  Have the students use images and German narration to tell the story 
of their future lives. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− communicate thoughts, ideas and feelings for specific purposes and audiences, through a variety of 

visual media, in guided situations? 
 

Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they create 
their album covers.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to communicate 
thoughts, ideas and feelings for specific purposes and audiences, through a variety of visual media, in 
guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Peer-assessment Checklist). 
 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they create an electronic slide 
show or website.  Use the rubric to evaluate how well students are able to communicate thoughts, ideas 
and feelings for specific purposes and audiences, through a variety of visual media, in guided situations 
(see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric).   

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.1  phonology 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. pronounce unfamiliar words comprehensibly 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Dictionary Game 
Have the students use a dictionary to find words and challenge other classmates to pronounce them.  
Encourage them to use the phonetic pronunciation guide from the dictionary or online dictionary 
pronunciation guides to evaluate how well they pronounced the word.  Have them check with you to 
confirm their pronunciation.  (Students could also play this game with books.) 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− pronounce unfamiliar words comprehensibly? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they play the dictionary game.  Make mental notes of the extent to which students are 
able to pronounce unfamiliar words comprehensibly.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as 
needed.   

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.2  orthography 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use spelling rules consistently to write familiar and unfamiliar words 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Smart Board Edit 
Create or locate a short text containing some common spelling errors.  Have the students group edit the 
piece of work on the smart board or on a computer.  Read while the students locate the incorrectly spelled 
words and use spelling rules to correct them. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use spelling rules consistently to write familiar and unfamiliar words? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they edit the text.  Use the rubric 
to evaluate how well students are able to use spelling rules consistently to write familiar and unfamiliar 
words (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric or Rubric and Checklist). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.3  lexicon 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use a repertoire of words and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of 

lexical fields, including: 
Personal Domain: Education: Landeskunde: 
− personal identity – subjects and timetables – geography/topography 
− relationships – school facilities – climate, weather, seasons 
− pets, animals – classroom routines – European context 
− the home – school systems – contemporary life and issues 
− daily routines Food:  – German civilization 
− future plans – meals – literature and folklore 
Leisure and Recreation: – restaurants Health and Body: 
− hobbies – shopping – body parts 
− interests – nutrition – illness and injury 
− sports and exercise Popular Culture: – clothing 
− entertainment – music  Other Areas: 
− travel and vacation – mass media – any other lexical fields that 
− transportation – fashion   meet the needs and interests 

 – advertising   of students 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Guessing Game 
Invite a student to the front of the class and have him or her sit in a chair facing away from the board.  
Write a theme on the board, e.g., technology, and ask the rest of the students to provide words and 
phrases related to the theme.  Once the student in the chair guesses the theme correctly, another student 
takes the seat and another theme is chosen. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use a repertoire of words and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of lexical fields? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they provide words during the guessing game.  Note and record how well they are 
able to use a repertoire of words and phrases in familiar contexts, within a variety of lexical fields (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and use, in modelled situations, the following grammatical elements: 

− sentence structure: subject–object inversion 
− prepositions with genitive 
− da- and wo- compounds (e.g., wofür, darauf) 
− possessive pronouns in genitive 

 

 Modelled Situations:  This term is used to describe learning situations where a model of specific linguistic 
elements is consistently provided and immediately available.  Students in such situations will have an 
emerging awareness of the linguistic elements and will be able to apply them in very limited situations.  
Limited fluency and confidence characterize student language. 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Word Order 
Show the students the benefits of the four cases in German by explaining how subject-object inversion 
works; e.g., Der Hund beiβt den Mann. (The dog bites the man.) means the same thing if one rewrites the 
sentence as Den Mann beiβt der Hund.  Present the students with other examples of subject–object word 
order and guide them through inversion; e.g., Ich schenke meiner Tante Blumen. (I give my aunt flowers.) 
changes to Meiner Tante schenke ich Blumen.  Encourage the students to use this flexibility of sentence 
structure in their compositions. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use, in modelled situations, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they invert 
sentences.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to use, in modelled situations, 
subject-object inversion (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. use, in structured situations, the following grammatical elements: 

− simple past 
− modal verbs in simple past (e.g., konnte, musste) 
− reflexive verbs 
− sentence structure: subject, object, indirect object 
− relative clauses in nominative and accusative 
− personal pronouns in dative 
− adjectival endings (case, number, gender) 
− comparison of adjectives (all forms) 
− position of adverbs of preference (e.g., gern) 
− structure of compound sentences 

 

 Structured Situations:  This term is used to describe learning situations where a familiar context for the use 
of specific linguistic elements is provided and students are guided in the use of these linguistic elements.  
Students in such situations will have increased awareness and emerging control of the linguistic elements 
and will be able to apply them in familiar contexts with teacher guidance.  Student language is characterized 
by increasing fluency and confidence. 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

In the Past 
Provide the students with a short text of a dialogue written in the perfect tense.  Have the students work in 
pairs to read through the dialogue and address any comprehension concerns.  Then, have the students 
rewrite the dialogue as descriptive text, changing the perfect tense to the past tense; e.g., Was haben sie 
gestern gemacht? (What did they do yesterday?) becomes Was machten sie gestern? 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use, in structured situations, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they rewrite the dialogue.  Use 
the rating scale to assess how well students are able to use, in structured situations, verbs in simple past 
(see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 
Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–3  attend to 
form 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–3.4  grammatical elements 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. use, independently and consistently, the following grammatical elements: 

− plural of nouns 
− modal verbs in present tense 
− future tense 
− simple past forms: hatte, war 
− imperative mood (all forms) 
− personal pronouns in accusative 
− sentence structure: time/manner/place 
− subordinate clauses beginning with weil, dass 
− possessive pronouns in dative 
− prepositions with accusative and dative 
− infinitive phrases and clauses 
− formal address (Sie) 

 

 Independently and Consistently:  This term is used to describe learning situations where students use 
specific linguistic elements in a variety of contexts with limited teacher guidance.  Students in such 
situations will have consistent control of the linguistic elements and will be able to apply them in a variety 
of contexts with limited teacher guidance.  Fluency and confidence characterize student language. 

 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Warum and Weil? 
On a regular basis, begin the class by asking students “why” questions; e.g., Warum lernst du Deutsch? 
(Why do you study German?) or Warum ist Schnee weiβ? (Why is snow white?).  Have the students reply 
using full sentences and the word weil (because), as well as the correct word order. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use, independently and consistently, the [given] grammatical elements? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they respond to “why” questions using weil.  Note and record how well they are able 
to use, independently and consistently, subordinate clauses beginning with weil, dass (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.1  text forms 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use knowledge of text forms to enhance comprehension and production of texts 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Storyboard 
Divide the students into groups and ask them to create a storyboard for a short story read in class.  Have 
the students include in their storyboards what characters are in the frame and how they are moving, what 
the characters are saying to each other and how much time has passed since the last frame.  The 
storyboard should include, in sequence, at least five events from the story.  Have the students illustrate 
their storyboards with drawings or photographs cut from magazines. 
 
Revisit this activity throughout the year and vary the text form; e.g., playscript, news article, poem, song. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use knowledge of text forms to enhance comprehension and production of texts? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they create 
their storyboards.  Students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to use knowledge of text 
forms to enhance comprehension and production of texts (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Peer-assessment Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.2  patterns of social interaction 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use a range of social interaction patterns in guided and unguided situations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Borrowing and Permission 
Review how to use German to borrow objects from classmates or to ask permission from the teacher, and 
how to respond using a variety of social interaction patterns.  Post a list of these common expressions and 
challenge the students to use only German for these types of interactions.   
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use a range of social interaction patterns in guided and unguided situations? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students after the review.  Use the checklist to 
assess if students are able to use a range of social interaction patterns in guided and unguided situations 
(see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–4  apply 
knowledge of how 
discourse is 
organized, structured 
and sequenced in 
German 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–4.3  cohesion/coherence 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. organize and produce coherent texts, using a variety of conventions; e.g., time 

sequencing, cause and effect, instructions 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

A Fan Letter 
Have the students write a fan letter to a musician, an entertainer or an actor.  The letter should include a 
brief history of how the student has enjoyed the work of the celebrity, organized in a logical, sequential 
way. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− organize and produce coherent texts, using a variety of conventions? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they write a fan 
letter.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to organize and produce coherent texts, 
using a variety of conventions (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.1  register 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. explore formal and informal uses of language in a variety of contexts 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Formal and Informal Dialogues 
Discuss different situations in which formal or informal language is used.  Have the students work in 
pairs to create dialogues for formal and informal situations; e.g., a citizen is speaking with the mayor, two 
friends discuss a concert they plan to see.  In their dialogues, students consider the formal register, e.g.,  
Meine Damen and Herren, darf ich Sie einladen? (Ladies and gentlemen, may I invite you …?), and 
informal register; e.g., Kommst du mit ins Kino? (Will you come along to the movie?). 
 
Storyboard 
Have the students prepare a storyboard using digital photographs of family or friends for their characters.  
They are to use informal language; e.g., Hallo. Wie geht’s dir/Wie geht es euch? (Hello. How are you?). 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore formal and informal uses of language in a variety of contexts? 

 
Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they create their dialogues.  Use 
the checklist to assess if students are able to explore formal and informal uses of language in a variety of 
contexts (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to explore formal and informal 
uses of language in their storyboards. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.2  idiomatic expressions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify unfamiliar idiomatic expressions in a variety of contexts 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Idiomatic Expressions 
Provide the students with unfamiliar idiomatic expressions in context.  Have them guess what they think 
the expressions might mean, and then provide the actual meanings.  For example, “Das ist ganz groβes 
Kino.” literally translates as “It’s a great big movie theatre” but actually means “This is melodramatic.” 
 
Have the students find one or two more idiomatic expressions and represent them visually. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify unfamiliar idiomatic expressions in a variety of contexts? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they find examples of idiomatic expressions.  Make mental notes of the extent to 
which students are able to identify unfamiliar idiomatic expressions in a variety of contexts.  Offer 
feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.2  idiomatic expressions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. explore and interpret idiomatic expressions in popular, contemporary culture 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Idiom Bluffs 
Divide the students into groups of three and give each group a set of German idioms from popular 
culture, as well as some index cards.  Have each group read and understand the idioms and write each 
idiom on the front of an index card.  On the back of the card, have students write the real definition and 
two false definitions.  Lastly, have the groups read their idioms aloud and have the rest of the class guess 
the true definition. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore and interpret idiomatic expressions in popular, contemporary culture? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they compose 
definitions for idioms and play the game.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to 
explore and interpret idiomatic expressions in popular, contemporary culture (see sample blackline master 
in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.3  variations in language 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and adapt to regional and other differences in German as spoken 

throughout the world 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Brochures 
Compile a collection of German brochures dealing with entertainment.  Divide the students into groups 
and provide each group with a brochure.  Have them examine the language of the brochure and determine 
the nature of the intended audience.  Then have them adapt parts of the brochure so that the language 
reflects a different audience; e.g., older, younger, from a different region or country.  Revisit this activity 
throughout the year and vary the text.  
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and adapt to regional and other differences in German as spoken throughout the world? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they adapt the 
brochures.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to recognize and adapt to 
regional and other differences in German as spoken throughout the world (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.4  social conventions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. use basic forms and conventions of politeness, and use appropriate oral forms of 

address 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Video Clips 
Have the students brainstorm a list of social conventions that are used in daily classroom discourse; e.g., 
Hallo! (greeting or hi), Bitte! (please), Tschüss! (bye-bye).  Then have the students produce a video clip 
of a conversation that clearly demonstrates a variety of proper conventions and basic politeness; e.g., eye 
contact, intonation of voice, shaking hands.  Have the students share their clips with one another. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− use basic forms and conventions of politeness, and use appropriate oral forms of address? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they create and present their video clips.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to use basic forms and conventions of politeness, and use appropriate oral forms of 
address.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.4  social conventions 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. interpret social conventions encountered in oral and written texts and situations 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Formal and Informal 
Have the students listen to a variety of telephone conversations and highlight the differences between 
formal and informal dialogue. Have them dramatize telephone conversations between different people and 
in different situations. Facilitate student role-plays and encourage them to use proper conversation 
techniques when using the telephone.  
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students practise leaving short German messages in a simulated voice 
mailbox or electronically through twitter and e-mail. 
 
Examining Dialogues 
Review different dialogue pieces that reflect different situations; e.g., buying groceries; talking with your 
neighbour; speaking with visitors; chatting with friends; talking to the principal, a store clerk or a friend’s 
parent.  Discuss the differences in language in the various situations.  Note the differences on the board.  
Throughout the year, provide opportunities for student echo-acting routines and role-plays in which 
students practise politeness conventions and adjust language to fit a variety of contexts. 
 
Videos 
View various videos and have the students decide whether the situation portrayed is formal or informal; 
e.g., a weather report, two friends talking, commentators at a sports event, a mother talking to her child, a 
news program, students talking to their teacher. 
 
Extension Activity:  After viewing German videocasts or samples of television programs, have the 
students dramatize a weather report, a sports event or a news program. 
 
Encouraging Politeness 
During class activities, draw students’ attention to examples of basic politeness conventions. Encourage 
students to demonstrate politeness behaviours and use basic politeness conventions; e.g.,  
• during cooperative activities; e.g., sharing of ideas, materials, group work 
• role-play a telephone conversation, introducing themselves 
• extend appropriate greetings to the teacher and others 
• say Guten Appetit when eating lunch 
• say Ich drücke dir die Daumen, for example, to support another student who has a competition. 
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Strand LC–5.4  social conventions 

Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. interpret social conventions encountered in oral and written texts and situations 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− interpret social conventions encountered in oral and written texts and situations? 

 
 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they participate in a role-play activity.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to explore and use a variety of social conventions.  Offer feedback, encouragement and 
praise as needed. 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they begin the activity.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to interpret the use of common social conventions in oral and 
written texts, in guided situations (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



 

German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 30-3Y / 373 
©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 2011 

 
Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.5  nonverbal communication 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. understand and use common nonverbal behaviours in a variety of contexts; e.g., 

norms of personal space 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

How Do We Communicate Nonverbally? 
Brainstorm with students several ways in which we communicate nonverbally in North America.  Then 
present the students with common gestures from German-speaking countries, or ask a speaker from a 
German-speaking country to come to class and demonstrate such gestures, using drawings or video as 
support.  Have the students practise the gestures and encourage them to use them in class.  As an 
extension, students could work in groups to prepare a skit in which one or more of the gestures would be 
used. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− understand and use common nonverbal behaviours in a variety of contexts? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they practise the common gestures.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to understand and use common nonverbal behaviours in a variety of contexts.  Offer 
feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Language 

Competence  
 

General Outcome 
Students will understand and produce 
German effectively and competently in 
spoken and written forms. 

Cluster Heading 
LC–5  apply 
knowledge of 
sociocultural context 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand LC–5.5  nonverbal communication 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. avoid nonverbal behaviours that are considered impolite 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Politeness Campaign 
Discuss impolite behaviours and have the students brainstorm to create a class list of impolite nonverbal 
behaviours.  Have the students work in small groups and use digital publishing software to create a 
brochure, pamphlet or poster that discourages impolite nonverbal behaviours and encourages polite 
behaviours. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− avoid nonverbal behaviours that are considered impolite? 

 
Informal Observation 
Observe students as they discuss impolite nonverbal behaviours and as they work in groups.  Make 
mental notes of the extent to which students are able to avoid nonverbal behaviours that are considered 
impolite.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 



Global Citizenship 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.1  gaining/applying knowledge of German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. explore and identify some important aspects of German culture and history; e.g., 

fairy tales, stories, movies, key historic events and their lasting impact 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

The Influence of German History 
Have the students use a variety of resources, such as the Internet and history books, to identify historic 
events of German origin that have influenced contemporary ways of life and cultural values; e.g., 
Johannes Gutenberg and the invention of the printing press.  Ask the students to compile their work in a 
wiki and update and add to it throughout the year. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore and identify some important aspects of German culture and history; e.g., fairy tales, stories, 

movies, key historic events and their lasting impact? 
 

Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based rating scale and share it with the students before they create their wiki.  Use the 
rating scale to assess how well students are able to explore and identify some important aspects of 
German culture and history (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rating Scale 1, 2 or 3). 
 

 
 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.2  diversity within German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize and explore the impact of diversity on contemporary German-

speaking communities 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Diversity 
Select an aspect of culture and explore how diversity has affected it over time in Germany.  For example, 
German literature has changed dramatically due to the influence of diversity.  Students’ perceptions of 
what German literature is might change after reviewing examples of Gastarbeiter (guestworker) literature 
and migrant literature.  Have the students select an excerpt and create a visual representation that 
recognizes the influence of diversity.  Have the students share their representations with classmates. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize and explore the impact of diversity on contemporary German-speaking communities? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and on how well they were able to recognize and explore the 
impact of diversity on contemporary German-speaking communities.  Some sample sentence starters 
include: 
− I learned that … 
− An example of diversity I hadn’t considered before was … 
− I would like to learn more about … 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.3  analyzing cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. organize and present information about elements of German cultures in a variety 

of ways 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Holidays and Festivals 
Have the students research German holidays and festivals; e.g., Tag der Deutschen Einheit (Day of 
German unity), Nikolaustag (St. Nicholas Day), Pfingsten (Pentecost).  After researching, have the 
students create presentations that describe and explain the customs and traditions used for each holiday 
and/or festival.  Encourage the students to organize and present the information in a variety of ways; e.g., 
interactive calendar, coffee-table book, video montage. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− organize and present information about elements of German cultures in a variety of ways? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they create their presentations.  
Use the rubric to evaluate how well students are able to organize and present information about elements 
of German cultures in a variety of ways (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric or Rubric 
and Checklist).  
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.3  analyzing cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. analyze own assumptions and perspectives about German cultures and peoples 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Assumptions 
Ask the students to reflect on and present any preconceived assumptions that they had about German 
cultures and people before entering German 10.  List the students’ responses on the board.  Select one 
response and guide students through an analysis of it.  For example, “German people have no sense of 
humour” could be broken down to mean, “no German comedians,” “they don’t smile or laugh often,” 
“they don’t have fun,” “they are usually very serious.”  Present primary sources that refute such 
assumptions; e.g., video clips of German comedians, and discuss how their initial assumptions have 
changed over time.  Have the students analyze a variety of their own assumptions. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− analyze own assumptions and perspectives about German cultures and peoples? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and on how well they were able to analyze their own 
assumptions and perspectives about German cultures and peoples.  Some sample sentences include: 
− I used to think that … 
− Now I see that … 
− My views changed because … 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–1  historical 
and contemporary 
elements of the 
cultures of German-
speaking peoples 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–1.4  valuing German cultures 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. seek out and use opportunities to interact with German-speaking people in the 

community and throughout the world 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

E-pals 
Establish contact with another German class in Alberta or Canada and organize a way for students to 
communicate with them; e.g., e-mail or video call.  With the students, collaboratively create a list of 
questions to ask during the first conversation session.  Questions can range from basic personal questions 
to ones about German culture. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− seek out and use opportunities to interact with German-speaking people in the community and 

throughout the world? 
 

Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they contact their e-pals.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to seek out and use opportunities to interact with German-speaking 
people in the community and throughout the world (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Observation Checklist). 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.1  awareness of English 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. analyze the ways that English and German are significantly different and the 

ways that they are the same 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Venn Diagrams 
Have the students work individually or in pairs to create Venn diagrams that illustrate how German and 
English are the same and different. Combine the students’ diagrams to create a class Venn diagram that 
includes everyone’s ideas and thoughts. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− analyze the ways that English and German are significantly different and the ways that they are the 

same? 
 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to analyze the ways that English 
and German are significantly different and the ways that they are the same. 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.2  general language knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify how and why languages borrow from one another 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Linguistic Family Tree 
Display a family tree of Indo-European languages and guide the students through an examination of what 
languages are related, in what countries those languages are spoken and where those countries are located.  
Have the students discuss reasons for the borrowing of words across languages.  Examine contemporary 
words like “e-mail” or “politically correct” and explore equivalents in other languages. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify how and why languages borrow from one another? 

 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they discuss 
the borrowing of words across languages.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able 
to identify how and why languages borrow from one another (see sample blackline master in  
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.2  general language knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize that languages and their status evolve/change over time 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Language Maps 
Divide the students into small groups and assign each group a country that used to be a world power;  
e.g., Portugal, the Netherlands, Spain.  Instruct the students to research when in history that country was 
an empire and where the empire dominated.  Explore where the language of the country is spoken today 
and compare this to the boundaries of the old empire.  Have the students share their results with 
classmates. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that languages and their status evolve/change over time? 

 
Rubric 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based rubric with the students before they explore past empires.  Use 
the rubric to evaluate how well students are able to recognize that languages and their status 
evolve/change over time (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Rubric or Rubric and Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.3  awareness of Canadian culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify shared references and significant events that have had an impact on both 

Canadian and German cultures 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Important Celebrations 
As a class, discuss important celebrations of the German-speaking world; e.g., Ostern (Easter), Silvester 
(New Year’s Eve), Weihnachten (Christmas), Fasching (Carnaval).  Have each student conduct an in-
depth study of one of these celebrations and give a presentation to the class, noting how the event upon 
which the celebration is based has an impact on both German and Canadian cultures. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify shared references and significant events that have had an impact on both Canadian and 

German cultures? 
 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to identify shared references and 
significant events that have had an impact on both Canadian and German cultures. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. recognize that different cultures may have different interpretations of texts, 

cultural practices or products 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Interpretation Search 
Select a famous text, story, movie or author; e.g., the plays of Shakespeare, tales of the knights of the 
round table, Titanic.  Have the students explore interpretations of the text in different cultures.  Encourage 
the students to look for literary critiques, movie reviews and German-language versions of the text on the 
Internet.  Discuss how people of different cultures interpreted the text. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that different cultures may have different interpretations of texts, cultural practices or 

products? 
 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to recognize that different cultures 
may have different interpretations of texts, cultural practices or products. 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. recognize that communication can be affected by different cultural practices; 

e.g., gestures, perspectives and values 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Nonverbal Behaviours 
Have the students research, either through tools like the Internet or by brainstorming as a class, examples 
of gestures and nonverbal behaviours that differ across cultures, as well as how these gestures can affect 
communication.  Have the class discuss the importance of understanding such gestures and recognizing 
that within any culture there are important differences in the way people behave. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− recognize that communication can be affected by different cultural practices; e.g., gestures, 

perspectives and values? 
 

Informal Observation 
Observe students as they participate in the class discussion.  Make mental notes of the extent to which 
students are able to recognize that communication can be affected by different cultural practices; e.g., 
gestures, perspectives and values.  Offer feedback, encouragement and praise as needed.  
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.4  general cultural knowledge 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
c. seek out opportunities to interact with people from other cultures who have an 

interest in learning about the German language and cultures 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Pen Pals/E-pals 
Have the students write a letter or e-mail a pen pal from another German-language program with the 
intent to seek out information on why they are studying the German language.  Have the students share 
the responses as a class. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− seek out opportunities to interact with people from other cultures who have an interest in learning 

about the German language and cultures? 
 

Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they write their e-pals or pen 
pals.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to seek out opportunities to interact with people from 
other cultures who have an interest in learning about the German language and cultures (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–2  affirming 
and valuing 
diversity 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–2.5  intercultural skills 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. explore various strategies for enhancing communication with people from 

German and other cultures 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

The Influence of Technology  
Lead a brainstorm on the technologies and modes that facilitate communication with people from other 
countries and cultures; e.g., social networking sites, video calling, instant messaging, blogging.  Discuss 
the pros and cons of these technologies and encourage students to take advantage of the ones with which 
they feel comfortable. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore various strategies for enhancing communication with people from German and other 

cultures? 
 

Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they brainstorm and discuss communication technologies and modes.  Note and 
record how well they are able to identify and use various strategies for enhancing communication with 
people from German and other cultures (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.1  German language and culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. explore opportunities for further studies or careers related to German 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Field Trip 
Plan a field trip to a business where German is spoken; e.g., German bookstore, radio station, shop, 
restaurant, travel agency, German/Canadian committee offices.  Arrange the trip so that students can 
converse with the owner and/or employees and learn about the opportunities that knowledge of the 
German language provides. 
 
School Counsellor 
Have the students invite the school counsellor to come in and discuss fields of study, post-secondary 
institutions and career paths for which knowledge of a different language and culture is needed or is 
useful. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− explore opportunities for further studies or careers related to German? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to explore opportunities for 
further studies or careers related to German. 
 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they participate in the discussion.  Note and record how well they are able to explore 
opportunities for further studies or careers related to German (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



 

German Language and Culture Guide to Implementation (10-3Y, 20-3Y, 30-3Y) 30-3Y / 389 
©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada 2011 

 
Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.1  German language and culture 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify aspects of German cultures that are of personal interest 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Let Me Tell You About 
Have the students identify an aspect of German cultures that they enjoy; e.g., a work of art, form of 
entertainment, piece of music.  Then, have the students conduct research on their selection.  Ask the 
students to then present to the class and allow for discussion and questions. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify aspects of German cultures that are of personal interest? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they research aspects of German cultures and present to the class.  Note and record 
how well they are able to identify aspects of German cultures that are of personal interest (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.2  cultural and linguistic diversity 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. identify aspects of the history, literature, arts and crafts of different cultures that 

are of personal interest 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Show and Tell 
Have the students identify an aspect of the history, literature, arts and crafts of a culture that they enjoy; 
e.g., a painting, television show, song/group, comic book.  Then, have the students conduct research on 
their selection and present to the class in a “show and tell” fashion. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify aspects of the history, literature, arts and crafts of different cultures that are of personal 

interest? 
 

Checklist and Comments 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they research and present on the 
culture of their choice.  Use the checklist to assess if students are able to identify aspects of the history, 
literature, arts and crafts of different cultures that are of personal interest (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Checklist and Comments 1 or 2). 
 

 
 

Focus for Assessment 
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Global 

Citizenship  
 

General Outcome 
Students will acquire the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to be effective global citizens, 
through the exploration of the cultures of the 
German-speaking world. 

Cluster Heading 
GC–3  personal and 
career opportunities 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand GC–3.2  cultural and linguistic diversity 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify some careers that use knowledge of international languages and 

cultures, and intercultural skills 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Career Exploration  
Have the students brainstorm jobs or careers for which they think knowledge of a second language or 
culture would be useful.  Have the students look through career booklets or on the Internet for language-
related careers (e.g., alis.gov.ab.ca) and identify jobs in a variety of areas, for example: 
− hospitality 
− business 
− travel 
− manufacturing 
− science 
− food preparation/service 
− government. 
 
Have the students choose one career opportunity and write a paragraph in which they imagine themselves 
in that career.  In the paragraph, have the students describe how they would use their knowledge of a 
second language and culture. 
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 
Interview Time 
Have the students conduct interviews with a variety of adults to find out how knowing another language 
either has or would have helped in his or her job(s).  Encourage the students to interview a variety of 
adults from a variety of professions or fields.  Then, based on their interviews, have the students write a 
brief summary of their findings and share it with classmates. 
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Strand GC–3.2  cultural and linguistic diversity 

Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
b. identify some careers that use knowledge of international languages and cultures, 

and intercultural skills 
 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− identify some careers that use knowledge of international languages and cultures, and intercultural 

skills? 
 

Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they explore careers.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to identify some careers that use knowledge of international 
languages and cultures, and intercultural skills (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation 
Checklist). 
 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they conduct 
their interviews.  Students use the rating scale to assess if they are able to identify some careers that use 
knowledge of international languages and cultures, and intercultural skills (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 



Strategies 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.1  cognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of cognitive strategies to enhance language learning; 

e.g., seek the precise term, look for patterns and relationships 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

How to Use a Dictionary  
Have the students create a “how-to” for using German–English dictionaries (paper or online).  Have the 
students copy down an entry for a word from a German–English dictionary exactly as it appears in the 
dictionary.  Working individually or with a partner, have the students identify what every part of the entry 
means, including abbreviations and what is written in parentheses.  These entries are then used to create 
classroom posters in which a dictionary entry is labelled and explained.   
 
Caution:  Students should be monitored when they use the Internet. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of cognitive strategies to enhance language learning? 

 
Peer-assessment Checklist 
Collaboratively create an outcome-based peer-assessment checklist with the students before they create a 
dictionary.  Have the students use the checklist to determine if their peers are able to select and use a 
variety of cognitive strategies to enhance language learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  
Peer-assessment Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.2  metacognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of metacognitive strategies to enhance language 

learning; e.g., monitor speech and writing to check for persistent errors, evaluate 
own performance 

 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Learning Log 
At various stages of a lesson (i.e., before, during and after), have the students write about their learning in 
their learning logs, including such things as: 
 
Before beginning a unit or lesson: 
− What do I think I will learn? 
− What do I already know about the topic? 
− What do I hope we will do during this lesson? 
 
During the lesson: 
− What things have I enjoyed the most? 
− What things do I have trouble with or need to work on? 
− How can I improve? 
 
After the lesson: 
− What strategies did I use? 
− What things do I still need to work on? 
− How have I used what I learned outside of school? 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of metacognitive strategies to enhance language learning? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to select and use a variety of 
metacognitive strategies to enhance language learning. 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–1  language 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–1.3  social/affective 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance language 

learning; e.g., brainstorm, experiment with various forms of expression 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Cooperative Learning 
Ask the students to work cooperatively with peers, in small groups and in a variety of learning situations; 
e.g., work together to interpret a text. 
 

No. 1 Divide the students into groups and have them work together to interpret a short text in German.  
Have every student in the group take a turn reading the text before he or she begins.  Have the 
students summarize the text and present their summary to the rest of the class. 

 

No. 2 Distribute a simple text to students.  Divide students into groups and tell them they have to work 
together to read the text to summarize it.  Have the groups discuss strategies for interpreting the 
text; e.g., looking for key words, looking for cognates.  Have the groups discuss how well their 
strategies worked and what they would do differently next time. 

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance language learning? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe students as they work together to interpret the text.  Note and record how well they are able to 
select and use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance language learning (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.1  receptive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of reading and listening strategies to aid comprehension; 

e.g., use skimming and/or scanning to locate key information 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Prediction 
Before they read a text, have the students predict what it is about based on the title and illustrations.  
Before a guest speaker arrives, have the students make predictions about what they expect to hear based 
on what they already know about the topic. 
 
Extension Activity:  When the students are reading a story or magazine article that they do not 
understand, encourage them to look at the pictures, general context, titles and subtitles. 
 
Summarizing Text 
Divide the students into groups and have them read a text and summarize it.  Encourage the groups to use 
strategies, such as preparing questions, to help them note information found in the text, looking for key 
words and rereading several times to improve understanding. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of reading and listening strategies to aid comprehension? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they make 
predictions.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to select and use a variety of reading 
and listening strategies to aid comprehension.  Encourage students to set goals for future learning (see 
sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting). 
 
Observation Checklist  
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before they summarize the text.  Use the 
checklist to assess if students are able to select and use a variety of reading and listening strategies to aid 
comprehension (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.2  productive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of speaking and writing strategies; e.g., use a variety of 

resources to correct texts, experiment with multiple ways of expressing meaning 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Keep on Talking 
Have the students discuss, in German, an event they have recently participated in; e.g., a sports game, 
school activity.  Before beginning, encourage the students to identify strategies to keep the dialogue going 
in German. 
 
The Writing Process 
After viewing different examples of basic familiar fables or fairy tales, have the students create their own 
texts with illustrations following a chosen pattern.  Follow the writing process; e.g., prewriting (gathering 
ideas, planning the text, organizing the text), writing, revision (rereading, moving and rewriting pieces of 
the text), correction (grammar, spelling and punctuation) and publication (reprinting, adding illustrations).  
Encourage the students to experiment with new vocabulary, apply known grammar rules to improve their 
texts and to avoid difficult structures by rephrasing. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of speaking and writing strategies? 

 
Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they begin the 
activity.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to select and use a variety of speaking 
and writing strategies.  Encourage students to set goals for future learning (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Self-assessment Checklist and Goal Setting). 
 
Self-assessment Rating Scale 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment rating scale and share it with the students before they write a 
text.  Students use the rating scale to assess how well they are able to select and use a variety of speaking 
and writing strategies (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:  Self-assessment Rating Scale). 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–2  language use 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–2.3  interactive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of interactive strategies; e.g., use other speakers’ words 

in subsequent conversations 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Classroom Conversation 
Provide opportunities for the students to interact with others in the class.  Before beginning, review 
possible interactive strategies to practise; e.g.,  
– indicate a lack of understanding verbally or nonverbally 
– interpret and use a variety of nonverbal cues to communicate 
– ask for classification or repetition when the student does not understand. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of interactive strategies? 

 
Observation Checklist 
Create an outcome-based checklist and share it with the students before the classroom conversations.  Use 
the checklist to assess if students are able to select and use a variety of interactive strategies (see sample 
blackline master in Appendix D:  Observation Checklist). 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.1  cognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of cognitive strategies to enhance general learning; e.g., 

formulate key questions to guide inquiry 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Fact Versus Opinion 
While students are conducting research about a particular topic, facilitate a class discussion about how to 
distinguish between fact and opinion.  For example, when determining whether or not the individual’s 
statement is fact or opinion, consider things such as his or her intentions or agenda, background, age, 
political views and religious views.  Divide the students into small groups and provide each group with a 
contemporary quote from the news.  Have groups discuss the quote and determine whether it is more  
fact-based or opinion-based and why. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of cognitive strategies to enhance general learning? 

 
Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they were able to select and use a variety of 
cognitive strategies to enhance general learning.   

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.2  metacognitive 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning; 

e.g., reflect upon their thinking processes and how they learn 
 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Planning for a Task 
Before beginning a task, have the students plan the steps they will take to complete the task, dividing the 
overall learning task into a number of subtasks for an individual to do alone or for group members to do 
as part of a group assignment.  For example, the students plan to visit a bilingual Kindergarten or Grade 1 
class to present a play, dance or song.  They brainstorm the steps they will take to complete the task and, 
if working in a group, record the different tasks/jobs to be done and who is responsible for completing 
them.  Have the students record the process in their learning logs and check their process after completion 
to see if they followed their plan. 
 
Physical Aspects of a Classroom 
Have the students consider the management of their physical environment by asking them to consider the 
role of the following in their learning: 
− seating arrangement 
− classroom décor 
− classroom setting. 
 
Extension Activity:  Have the students consider their physical environment at home and how it may 
affect their learning style.   

 
 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning? 

 

Learning Log 
Have the students reflect on their learning and how well they are able to select and use a variety of 
metacognitive strategies to enhance general learning. 
 

 
 

 

Focus for Assessment 
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Strategies  

 

General Outcome 
Students will know and use various strategies 
to maximize the effectiveness of learning 
and communication. 

Cluster Heading 
S–3  general 
learning 

 
30-3Y 

 

    

 Strand S–3.3  social/affective 

 Specific 
Outcome 

Students will be able to: 
a. select and use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance general 

learning; e.g., take risks, try unfamiliar tasks and approaches 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES  
 

Free Exploration 
Provide a variety of resources on a variety of topics; e.g., multimedia, newspaper, magazines, videos, 
books, brochures, audio recordings, comics.  Allow the students to explore the resources and choose a 
topic of study.  Encourage the students to follow their natural curiosity to choose a topic. 
 
Group Problem Solving 
Divide students into small groups, and have them decide on a project; e.g., designing board games for 
German 10 and 20 classes, creating an advertisement for a product related to a lexical field/unit of study, 
opening a restaurant.  Encourage the students to make decisions on what materials they are going to use, 
the process involved in planning and so on.  When they encounter an issue or problem, have them follow 
a simple problem-solving model to find a solution.  Encourage the students to take risks, even though 
they may make mistakes. 
 

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES  
 

 
 

Do the students: 
− select and use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance general learning? 

 
Anecdotal Notes 
Observe the students as they explore the resources.  Note and record how well they are able to select and 
use a variety of social and affective strategies to enhance general learning (see sample blackline master in 
Appendix D:  Anecdotal Notes). 
 
Self-assessment Checklist 
Create an outcome-based self-assessment checklist and share it with the students before they work in 
groups.  Students use the checklist to determine if they are able to select and use a variety of social and 
affective strategies to enhance general learning (see sample blackline master in Appendix D:   
Self-assessment Checklist). 

Focus for Assessment 



 

 

 


