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PROFILE 
Capital: Springfield 
 
Population: 12,859,995 (2015 estimate) 
 
Language: English 
 
Government: Bicameral state government 
 
Head of Government:  
Governor Bruce Rauner (R)  
First Term (term expires January 2019) 
No term limit 
 
Currency: U.S. Dollar (USD) 
$1 CAD = $0.75 USD (July 2016) 
 
Gross State Product (GSP):  
US$742 billion (2014)  
 
GSP Per Capita: US$49,471 (2015) 
 
Unemployment Rate: 6.2%  

(June 2016) 
 
Key Industry Sectors: food, chemicals, 
machinery, fabricated metals, 
computers/electronics, plastics and rubber, 
and transportation equipment 
 
Main Cities: (2015 estimates) 
 Chicago: 2,720,546 
 Chicago Metropolitan Area: 9,551,031 
 Aurora: 200,661 
 Rockford: 148,278 
 Joliet: 147,861 
 Naperville: 147,100 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 President Barack Obama was a U.S. 

Senator for Illinois from 2005-2008, 
and a member of the Illinois State 
Senate from 1997-2004.  

 Chicago is the third most populous city 
in the U.S., and 37th largest 
metropolitan area in the world.  

 The corporate headquarters for 
McDonalds and Kraft Foods are based in 
Illinois. 
 

RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW 
 Illinois’ well-developed infrastructure 

and central location make it a key 
transportation hub for Alberta crude oil 
and natural gas moving throughout 

North America. 
 The Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers has identified 140 Illinois 
companies that supply equipment, 
parts, and services to the oil sands. 
 

SHARED ORGANIZATIONS 
 Council of State Governments (CSG) 

National 
 CSG Midwest 
 State Agriculture and Rural Leaders 

(SARL) 

ENVIRONMENT 
 The Illinois state park system has over 

60 parks, and about the same number 
of recreational and wildlife areas. Ten 
National Wildlife Refuges in Illinois total 
more than 124,000 acres. 

 Illinois averages 35 tornadoes annually. 
 Four major rivers flow through Illinois: 

Mississippi, Ohio, Illinois, and Wabash. 
 Chicago is one of the world’s greenest 

cities. Chicago boasts over seven 
million square feet of green rooftops 
and an extensive public transit system. 

 

ENERGY/NATURAL GAS 
 Illinois is a major crude refining centre 

with the largest refining capacity in the 

U.S. Midwest, and fourth largest in the 
U.S., processing up to 962,000 barrels 
per day. 

 Having made significant investments in 
upgrading capacity to process oil sands 
crude, Illinois refineries are a significant 
destination for Alberta crude oil 
exports. 

 Illinois is one of the 10 largest natural 
gas consumers in the U.S., behind 
Texas, California, Louisiana, New York, 
Florida, and Pennsylvania.  

 Natural gas from Alberta and western 
Canada is piped to major hubs in 
Illinois: the Chicago Hub and the ANR 
Joliet Hub. From there it is shipped to 
markets in the Northeast and Midwest 
U.S.  

 The Lakehead and Express/Platte 
Pipeline systems from Alberta terminate 
at refineries in Illinois. 

 
 

Illinois-Alberta Relations 



 For more information, contact: 
Alberta Economic Development and Trade 
Tel.: 780-427-6543  Fax: 780-427-0699 
www.albertacanada.com 
 

  
 In 2015, Illinois had the second-largest 

recoverable coal reserves in the U.S., 
after Wyoming. 

 In 2015, Illinois was the top-ranked 
state in the U.S. for both generating 
capacity and net electricity generation 
from nuclear power.  

 

AGRICULTURE 
 Alberta's 2015 agriculture and food 

exports to Illinois were valued at $174.3 
million. Top exports included beef 
($61.9 million), tallow ($37.2 million), 
pork ($12 million), prepared animal 
feeds ($10.2 million) and malt roasted 
or not roasted ($10 million). 

 Food processing is the state's number 
one manufacturing activity, adding 
almost $14 billion annually to the value 
of Illinois' raw agricultural 
commodities. 

 In 2015, Illinois was the top soybean 
producer in the U.S. with 550 million 
bushels. 

 On December 18, 2015, President 
Obama signed a law repealing U.S. 
country of origin labelling (COOL) 
legislation for beef and pork. COOL 
measures were implemented in 2008. 

 COOL impeded Canada’s live cattle and 
hog exports to the U.S., disrupted the 
integrated North American meat 
processing system, and was repeatedly 
found to be non-compliant with U.S. 
international trade commitments by 
the World Trade Organization (WTO).  

 The Canadian and Alberta governments 
undertook extensive advocacy efforts 
to influence the U.S. to comply with 
their WTO obligations regarding COOL. 

As a result of these efforts, anti-COOL 
resolutions were passed by the 
following organizations that Illinois is a 
member of: CSG National, CSG 
Midwest, and SARL. 

 The State of Illinois is represented on 
SARL, which is the chief organizing 
body of the annual Legislative 
Agriculture Chairs Summit. 

 The American global food-processing 
and commodities-trading corporation 
Archer Daniels Midland Co. (ADM) is 
headquartered in Decatur, Illinois. It is a 
leading global processor of oilseeds, 
wheat and other feedstock, and is a 
major manufacturer of vegetable oil, 
flour, biodiesel, ethanol, and other 
value-added food ingredients. 

 ADM’s largest operation in Canada is a 
plant in Lloydminster, Alberta, 
comprised of a one million tonne 
capacity canola crushing facility, and a 
$103.5 million biodiesel plant (oil from 
which is exported to Asia for food 
applications and to Europe for use as 
biodiesel feedstock).  

 
TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

 As the location of major natural gas 
and oil pipeline hubs, 28% of Alberta’s 
global exports went to Illinois in 2015—
the most of any U.S. state. 

 From 2011-2015, Alberta’s exports to 
Illinois averaged $28.06 billion 
annually. 

 In 2015, Alberta’s exports to Illinois 
were valued at $26.17 billion. 

 Alberta’s imports from Illinois were 
$4.6 billion in 2015, averaging $3.83 
billion from 2011-2015. 

 Caterpillar is located in Peoria, Illinois. 
Caterpillar is a machinery provider for 
Alberta oil and gas and construction 

companies. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Chicago’s O’Hare Airport is one of the 

busiest airports in the U.S.  
 Chicago is the largest rail hub in the 

U.S. Over 1,300 freight, passenger, 
and commercial trains pass through the 
Chicago region every day. 

 The Port of Chicago offers terminals 
that can handle ocean and lake 
vessels, as well as barges. 

 The Lake Michigan port is served by 
four railroads and has access to 
Interstates 90 and 94. 

 2,185 miles of interstate highway serve 
Illinois. Over a dozen Illinois 
communities are home to major east-
west/north-south interstate 
interchanges. 

 

EDUCATION 
 The University of Calgary is part of the 

National Student Exchange, a non-
profit organization made up of over 
200 colleges and universities. Illinois is 
home to several of these institutions: 
Northeastern Illinois University; Illinois 
State University; and Eastern Illinois 
University. 

 

CULTURE/TOURISM 
 Officials from Alberta Culture and 

Tourism attended the North American 
Hotel Investment Conference in 
Chicago in November 2014, and made 
connections with hotel owners, brands, 
and investors interested in Alberta’s 
tourism industry. 

 

RECENT MISSIONS/VISITS 
 June 2016: Illinois State 

Representative Tom Demmer (R), 
travelled to Alberta as part of an eight 
state delegation in the Rising State 
Leaders program. 

 

DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION 
 His Excellency Bruce Heyman is the 

U.S. Ambassador to Canada in Ottawa. 
 The Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. 

in Washington, D.C. is David 
MacNaughton. 

 The Canadian Consulate General 
responsible for Illinois is located in 
Chicago. Roy B. Norton is the Consul 
General. 

 Tom Palaia is the U.S. Consul General 
in Calgary, Alberta. 

 Gitane De Silva is Alberta’s Senior 
Representative to the U.S. in 
Washington D.C. 
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