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Synopsis 
July 16, 2020 was arguably the last major widespread rain 
event that affected most of the province in recent days. In 
the 9-days since then, some lands have had a slight 
reprieve from drenching rains, with significant areas in 
each of the crop reporting region receiving less than 10 
mm (map 1). This is a good start to the extensive drying 
that needs to take place over a wide area ranging from at 
least Olds to Lac La Biche and over to the southern Peace 
Region. 

However, not all areas have seen such a reprieve. Many 
lands have still received significant moisture through 
recent days, exacerbating the effects of persistent wet 
weather that has run largely unabated since the first week 
in May. Generally, these areas are represented by blue 
tones on Map 1 and they have received at least 25 to 80 
mm in just over one week. A long spell of warm, dry 
weather is desperately needed to help dry soggy fields. 

90-day precipitation accumulations as of 
June 24, 2020  
Over the past 90-days, very few areas of the province 
have received below normal precipitation (Map 2). Large 
areas of the province have received above normal 
precipitation, with many areas from Brooks to Lac La Biche 
and over to Manning in the central Peace Region, 
estimated to see this much rainfall less than once in 25 
years. 

Given that May, June and July are historically the wettest 
months of the year, above normal rainfall at this time, 
translates to significant accumulations, and even more so 
for those areas of the province that typically receive large 
amounts of moisture, on average. 

A large area from Olds to Lac La Biche and out west of 
Edmonton has received at least 280 mm with areas 
around Drayton Valley in excess of 440 mm (Map 3). Note 
that this only represents what has been captured by 
weather stations. Thunderstorm activity has been very 

intense at times, likely delivering far more rain locally that 
what is depicted here. 

Throughout the wet areas, extensive areas of standing 
water are now common in normally dry, low lying areas, 
along with high lake and stream levels. On a positive note, 
wet cycles like this that are important in replenishing local 
ground water resources. 

418-day precipitation accumulations  
For much of the north half of the province, excessive 
moisture began falling last year during the first week in 
June of 2019, more than 400 days ago. 

Since that time, much of the province north of Lacombe 
has seen accumulations like this less than once in 6 to 12 
years, with several areas estimated to get similar amounts 
of moisture less than once in 12 to 25 years Map 4. This 
translates to over 700 mm of moisture across most of the 
western half of the province and throughout much of the 
north (Map 5). Some areas have seen far more, with lands 
west of Edmonton and south of Grande Prairie 
experiencing more than 1000 mm. Given that some areas 
were wet going into spring and nearly half of this has fallen 
since the beginning of May (Map 3), excess moisture and 
standing water in low lying areas, is the observable result.  

Long Range Forecasts 
Looking out over the next ten days Alberta’s Fire Weather 
Meteorologists are not seeing an immediate end to this 
wet cycle; however, for the short term, temperatures are 
expected to warm next week, but thunderstorms are 
likely to be active. Environment Canada’s long range 
outlook for July August and September 
(https://weather.gc.ca/saisons/prob_e.html) are calling 
for above normal precipitation accumulations and below 
normal temperatures. That being said, long range 
forecasts are not always accurate. Alberta’s 
meteorological record is replete with examples of 
unexpected abrupt ends to wet and dry cycles. Typically 
across the province, August marks a shift to drier 
conditions as the summer wanes and fall looms. 
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Map 1  
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Map 2 
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Map 3 

 

 

  

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update


https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update 

Map 4 
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Map 5 

 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update

