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Synopsis 
Across the province, above normal temperatures arrived 
on April 18th, abruptly ending a long cold spell which 
began in early March. This allowed late lingering snow 
packs across the province’s agricultural areas to finally 
stage a rapid retreat, leaving many areas with excess 
surface water. 

Precipitation over the past 7-days 
(map 1) 
Over the past week most lands have received less than 
1 mm of rain. However, scattered showers have brought 
moderate amounts of rain (10- 15 mm) between 
Medicine Hat and Lethbridge, along the Saskatchewan 
border through the Lloydminster area and through the 
eastern and northern parts of the Peace Region. 

For pastures this has been beneficial; however, it has 
been enough to delay the drying of fields and 
unharvested crops from last year, where snowpack’s 
were late in retreating. 

15-day temperature trends (map 2) 
The latter half of April has been warmer than normal 
throughout most of the agricultural areas of the 
province.  

Across the north, warmer than normal temperatures 
have been useful to initiate drying of fields. Similarly, 
across the south warm and dry weather has been 
desirable for field operations, but pasture lands are in 
need of moisture soon. 

Soil Moisture Reserves (map 3) 
Soil moisture reserves are highly variable across the 
province, ranging from one in 12 to 25 year lows through 
the central and southern parts of the province, to near 
one in 50-year highs, centered on a small pocket near 
Hawk Hills in the Peace Region. 

For those areas with low soil moisture reserves, there is 
still ample time to receive adequate moisture as May 

and June mark the beginning of the wet season. On the 
other hand, those areas with above average soil 
moisture conditions need dry weather now to speed 
what has been a slow start to spring farming operations. 
If seeding completes in a timely fashion these areas will 
benefit from above average moisture in the coming 
weeks, providing that extremely wet weather does not 
dominate the growing season. 

Precipitation Forecast  
An upper low is expected to track into the province this 
weekend. At this time various forecast models are 
providing conflicting projections with most of the 
moisture expected to be centered along a broad corridor 
roughly centered on a line through Stettler, Edmonton 
and Valleyview. Some models are suggest up to 75 mm 
of rain will fall in some areas, while others are predicting 
significantly lower amounts. 

At this time it is uncertain how much moisture will fall 
and where, but it is prudent to watch local weather 
forecasts frequently and be extra vigilant near bodies of 
water. 
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Map 1 
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Map 2 
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Map 3 
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